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Alescander the Great, ye | K. Herod, 
Democritus, Agrippina, 
Heraclitus, Poppea, 


Diogenes the Cynick, Cr, aracalla, 
Nocrates, M. Aurelins, 
Hippocrates, Axrelian, 
t The Emp. Fulian, &c. | Qu. Zenobia, KC. 
Be cche i is difcover’d the Morality, Gallantry, 
Wit, Humour, Manner of Arguing, a and in a | 
WwW ord, the Genius both of the Greeksand Romans. 
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Multa ignoramus, que non laterent, fi Vererum 
Lectio nobis effet familiaris. Cicero. 
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TO 
Anthony Hammond Ef{q; 


ONE OF THE 


COMMISSIONERS 


| OF 
Her MAJES Ty’s Navy. 


STR, 
m1 E Honour I have had of a long Ac- 


quaintance with you, has given me A/- 
. furance to prefent you the following 
fe , ; © ii © 
Sheets; your known Sence will con- 
firm the Reader of their Merit, and for my own 
part | know both my felf and you too well, to 
thelter any thing under y out Name, which is not 
in iome meafure worthy it. This | may venture 
rps c Sey by ia Sie v8 : Dosis We 
€0 lay tor our Book, being made up out of the Per 
formances of the moft celebrated Men and Ay- 
thors of Antiquity, and if the Tran/flarors thould 
any where fall fhort of their Originals. we miche 
toe : aig . pyr) a os wh 9 it “al Wei de? 
in Vindication ask, Whether any Tran flation from 
the Greek or Latine has ever yet kept up with 
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A Prefatory Dedication. 


them ? Pm fure I may aver, we have not fallen 
fhort of any yet publifh’d in Bagi/b, either in 
our Choice or Ver fion. ? 

This is the only Collection of Letters entirely 
Antient, (without any Allay of Modern Originals) 
wherein you will have a near and familiar View, 
of the Great Men of Antiquity; you will hear 
em {peak in their own proper Perfons, and fee 
their Interefts, Inclinations, Paffions, Reafonings 
and all elfe work, that could bring a Maz per- 
fettly acquainted with them. Letters are of this 
Nature, They are a fecond-hand or diftant Con- 
Ve? ‘fation, where the Mumd is freely poke, and the 
moft private Tran/actions and_Intrigues manag‘. 
We have ‘given a variety no Collettion before this 

can boaft, and I may venture to affirm, there are 
hardly among the whole Number, any trifling, 
unentertaining or not conducive to a true Pro- 
Si ved of the ontient Greeks and Romans. 

a oe buld | cally lay down the Ra/es and Excellen- 
cies of this way of Writing, wherebya Fudement 
might be form’d how near our Authors come to 
Pe nor All Letters are either Narrations, 
that is Accounts of Things and Bufinefs, ox elfe 


they ate to Perfuade or Dilla to Praife or 
Dif/praife, to Accufe ot Defend, under which. 
Heads will all other Peas of this Azzd_ fall. 


Now-every Letter is good or bad, as it juftly and 
oe y puttues the end it aims at, to which Left 
we leave our Col lett 107. 
“Sho ald anv fupercilious Crick affert that fome 
few of this Co/ elton are not Genuine, let him 
enjoy his Opaion ; I thall never think a Difpute 
aN that about Phal ariss Epiftles, tho’ learnedly 
anag’d on both fides, worth the Hears and Pains, 
where the ike quence is not of. any great ‘Tmpor 
LANCE 3 


A Prefatory Dedication, | 
tance, efpecially when I may juftly fy, that if 
there be any fuct in this Book, they catry fuch an 


Air of Antiquity, and are fo built on the Cuftomss, ° 


Manners and f:ftory of thofe T. imes, that they 
may very well pafS for Originals, inafmuch as 
they contribute to our common end, of bringing 
the Reader acquainted with the Antients. 
There is one Thing very remarkable in thefe 
Roman and Greek Letters, and that is an boneff 
and hearty Love which the Writers of then hav 
frequently fhewn for their Country, a Virtue too 
Many among us want at this Time: Yes, Sir, we 
want more Hammonds to roufe up a publick Spi- 
rit. You are not a meer pretended Patriot, a 
noify Boafter of an impotent and unafive zéal fot 
yout Coxntry ; but you exert it i AYion. That 
UOnderftanding and Honour which has drawn tha 
Royal Eye upon you, to repofe fo weighty a Truft 
inyou, as part of the Care of the Navy, has by 
that means furnifh’d your zec/ for the, Good of 
your Country, with a Power of endéavouting to 
make it Pro/perous. : te 
But while ! confider you as a Patriot, I ronft 
hot forget that effential Quality of one, Religion, 
without fecuring which our Country cannot long 
be fecure: And this warns me to take orice of 
the Epiftle of Symachus it Vindication of Paganifm; 
and thofe of the Emperour Fulian the Apoffate: 
They were inferted héte for the Service of Reliz 
gion, to thew what a fhallow Rea/oner the wifelt 
of thofe two was, when he oppos'd the Chriftianz 
Religion. St. Ambrofe has fufficiently confus 
ted the Former, and I fhall only exartiine the 
Latter: 
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A Prefatory, Dedication, 


The Quality and Conjideration of this) Author 
indeed feem to demand a Word or two in, the 
Tranflator’s bebalf, not as to the Truth, Fufinefs, 
or Value of the Tran/flation of thefe Letters, but 
as to the Tranflating them at all... The Charaéfer 
of the Emperour Fulian, as to his Apoftacy, is in 
evety bodies Mouth with Contempt and Abbor- 
rence; while his particular Qualifications, which 
ate in themfelves Meritorious, are not juitly re- 
garded, tho” his Sence and Learning are greater 
Arguments of his Condemnation than the want of 
them could be; for tho’ Fo//y and Ignorance 
might be fuppos’d to be impos'd on;. by the Arts 
and planfible Sopbifivy of a Pagan Philofopber, to 
make one forfake the Light of the Go/pe/, yet one 
would fcarce imagine it poflible, that a Maz of 
Reafon and Learning, nay and of Fudgment in 
other Thizgs, fhould by any Argument, either of 
Stoick, Peripatetick, or Platonick Philofophy, be 
wrought from the Credit of his Reafom, as: Julian 
was by Maximus the Philofopher. 

In his Second Letter here Tranflated, he tells 
ws of his Foxdnefs for Books, which from. a ‘Boy 
were his chief De/ight, for certainly he was well 
skil?d in Phyfick, Scuipture, Poetry and Philofo- 
phy, as appears even by thefe Letters of his, tho’ 
in the lalt he was too much involv’d ina Fadion 
or Party, to be a fincere Enquirer into Truth, be- 
ing a proteisd Difciple of Plato and Ariftotie, 
and one that allowd that Authority 10 their 
Names which he deny’d to Reafon, wherein he 
had forgot a Saying he has himfelf in one of his 
Letters, [ love Plato (fays he) I Jove Socrates, 
but /I love Truth better. Had he done fo, he 
might eafily have diftinguifh’d betwixt the 
AAbjurdities of the Polytherfm of the gee 
an 


Ry 
Day 


A Prefatory Dedication. 

and the Excellence and Demonftration of oné 
Eternal; Omnipotent and Fujt God of the Chriftis 
ans sand have alfo had more Confidence in thé 
Providence of that God, than in Auwguries and 
foolifh Dreams, to which he difcovers, in his Lee: 
ter to Oribafius, &c. a very great Deference. 

But fetting afide his Szas of Fadement in 
Religion, his Life {hind equal to moft of his 
Predeceffors, and Ammianus Marcellinus gives 
him a very #ob/e Charafer, tor had he never known 
Chriftianity and its undeniable Truths, he might 
have been very juftly compar’d with Amtoninus, 
Marcus Aurelius, &c. He fays of himfelf, that 
be was flow to punifh, but much flower to for- 
give when once be bad refolv'd on punifhing. He 
was very abftemious in the Pleafures and riotous 
Luxury of the Time wherein he liv'd, patient of 
Heat and Cold, a good General, and, as he would 
have you to think, an honeft Man ; for he has not 
a few Maxims of great Probity, one of which 
efpecially is worthy the Mouth of a Chriftian of 
his Age, which was, Tbat a fhort time well and 
innocently pent, was, in bis Opinion, preferable 
to an Immortality of Sinning. He was moreovet 
a Prince not eovetous of Money, as you may 
find from that Letter wherein he -remits part of 
a Tax, affirming, Thet be bad much rather do 
his People good, than take their Money from them, 
tobich was their Support. 

Amidft his virulent Hatred to Chriftianity, he 
profeis'd a fort of peculiar Moderation in his 
Condudf towards the Profejjors of it, leaving them 
entirely at Liberty to conform to the Emperor's 
Religion or to enjoy their ow7. The {mall Pro- 
refs this Liberty of Confcience produe’d towards 
a Return to Idolatry; is every way evident from 
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APrefatory Dedication. 
| fome of thefe Letters 5 and which occafion’d that 
H to Arfacius Arcb-Pr ieft of Galatia, to ftir-him 
| up to an Imitation of the Chr iftians of his Ivme, 

in their Charity, Bounty, and the like, as thofe 
Things that had fo far promoted and fpread our 
Holy Religion. Inthe fame Letter he endeavours 
to rstorm the Abz/fes, or rather degenerate Lives, 
of the Heathen Clergy ; whereby to gain them 
a Reputation, which was naturally produdtive of 
Authority with the People, the fureft way of 
{preading Evror as well as Truth. 

But notwithltanding his Erefeiion of Modera- 
tion towards the Chriftians, in his Letter to Ar- 
tabius, and in that againft the Chriftiex Teachers 
making Ufe of the Greek Authors, he burft out 
into Expre/jions contrary. to his Decrees of Liber- 
ty of Confcience in his Heat againtt St: Arhanafis 
us, and at the fame time that he could recall An 
rian Bifhops {rom Banifhment, he compell’d Arha- 
nafinzs to go into Ex:/e, not allowing him to be 
in any part of Aeypz. And this leads me to the 
tran{lating thefe Lezters at all, which was on 
account ot the Service it might be to. Re/igion, 
againit the Azheiffs of this Age, who when you 
urge the Fathers and the Accounts of the Primi- 
tive Chriftianity, deny their Authority, as brib’d 
by their Intereft, or magnitying theit own Party ; 

whereas here we find the violent Enemy of Chri- 
flianity, propoting the Chriflzans of his Time as.a 
Pattern to tollow, to make the Abfurdities of 
his own Superjiition go down the better with the 
People.. Can there be a greater Leffimony of the 
Zeal of St. aK ws, than his Banifhment by 
this Profeffor of Moderation, only for his Spreads 
ing the Go/pel, Baptizing fome Greek Ladies of 
aality,and the like ? He could correfpond with 

Georgius 
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A Prefatory Dedication: 


Georgins the Arrian Bifhop of Alexandria, nay 
refenc his Marzher by the People; yet could not 
forgive Athanafius who every where oppugn’d 
his Favourite Idolatry. 

This being the chief Motive of the Tranflation 
of his Lerters, 1 judge it may not be ami/s to 
fhew his falfe Reafoning in one Letter, wherein 
he forbids all Profeffors in Schools the ufe of the 
Greek Poets and. Authors, except fuch as were 
Idolaters. The whole Strefs of his Argument is, 
that ic was not boneft in the Chrifiians to teach 
thofe Authors in their Schools, which they did not 
themfelves believe. The Fa//acy of which is vifi- 
ble, tot he names Hiftorzans and Poets. If he 
means that the Chriftians did not believe the fa- 
bulous Stories of the Poets, 1 anfwer he himielf 
nor any of the Heathens ever did believe them 
true. If he means the Lejjons deduceable from 
their Examples, the Chriftians believ’d thofe as 
much as the Pagans, as having more lively Priz- 
ciples of Morality in their Refigion. If he means 
the excellence of their De/criptions, Language, 
Verfification, 8c. thefe were as much believ’d by 
the Chriftians, and tor that end taught by them. 
But it he coines to Hiffory, | fuppofe they gave 
as much Credit to Thucydides and Herodotus asa 
rational Heathen could, that is as far as they 
kepe the face of Ivath, &c. So that indeed J 


think the Objec/ion extremely trifling in the Em. 


eror. But, fays be, are not the Books of one de- 
dicated to the Ma/fes and of che other to Mercury ¢ 
And it they, meaning the Chriftians, will read 
their Books, why will they not imitate them in 
their Prery to the Gods? Becaufe their Religion 
was abfurd, and what no Raiional Man could be- 
lieve, and likewife becaufe their Re/igion had 
nothing 
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A Prefatory Dedication. 
fothing to do with their Writings. Robetorique, 
Poetry, Hiftory and Philofophy are no effential parts 
of any particular Sef and may be ftudy’d by any 
Party without any Communion in Divinity. And 
it had been fully as reafonable to have forbid them 
Painting, Statuary, Architefture, &c. by reafon 
Apelles, Phidias, Vitruvius and the other Primi- 
mitive Mafters of thofe Arts were Idolaters. But 
we find Fulien follows not the Ru/e he preferibes, 
for in his Letter to Arfacius, he is teaching him 
Morality and Charity trom the Chrifizans, which 
have an immediate Dependance on Religion, with- 
out believing that of thofe he propofes for 
Examples, whereby he is really guilty of what 
he falfely imputes to the Chriffzans on the 
former Accounr. \ fuppofe | need not now add, 
that his Epift/es being publifh’d in Greek and La- 
tine by Drvines, | had no reafon to feruple giving 
the Publich fome of them in Englifh, both on Ac- 
count of Hiftory, and the Motive 1 have already 
re'd. 

ow if 1 would follow the common Mode of 
Dedicators, 1 fhould before 1 conclude, tun out 
into a large Encomium, but Mr. Hammond's Vir- 
tues and Sence ate too well known, to need or fo 
much as bear Hyperbolical Exaggerations: His 
real good Qualities secommend him to the Love 
of all Men, who can diftinguifh betwixt Merit 
and Affedation, among whom none more refpett+ 
fully values you than 


SIR, 


Your moft bumble , 
and moft obedient Servant, 


John Savage. 
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A Cronological TA BL E, 
Shewing the Years of the World 


I 


and thofe of Chrift, wherein moft 


of the Writers of the following 
Letters liv'd. | 


ag Governour of Rome, A. C. 292. 

fis Letter to the Emperors Valentinian 
Theodofius aad Arcadius, in Defence of Paga- 
nifm. p.%. To the Poet Aufonius. 73. Au- 
fonius his Anfwer. 75. | 

St. Ambrofe, A. C. 374. His Anfwer to the fore 
mer Leiter of Symachus, in vindication of the 
eh tae Religion. to. 

. Anguttus Cefar, A.M. ‘4011. His Letter to the 
Married Men. 25. To the Batchelours, 9. 
weneca, A. C..54. His Letter ro Lucilius. SA. 
To the fame. 36. To the fame. a0. To the 
fame. 46. Lo the fame.’51. To the feme. 56, 
Lo the fame. 58. To the fame. 61. To the 

fame. 65. 

Phalaris, A. M. 3366. His Letrer to Demoteles 
77; To Ariftolochus, 79. To Adimantus. 80, 
Lo Hegefippus. 81. To the Poer Stefichorus, 
83. Lothe fame. 84. To Lvcinus. 85.: To 
tbe Leontines. 86. . To Zeulippus. ibid. To 
Evenus, ibid. To Lacritus. 87. To Aglaus. 
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A Cronological T AB L E: 
88. Io Herodicus. ibid. To Stefichotus. 89. 
Stefichorus to Phalatis.. 90... Phalatis to rhe Cy. 
tizens of Himera. 94. To tbe Meflenians. os. 
To Pythagoras. 96. To Geotgius. 97. Fo 
Nyeias. 98. To Adiamantus. 99: To Epiftra- 
tus. ibid. Torbe Himerians: 100; -Do Abatis; 
101. To bis Son Paurolas. 102. To his Wife 
Erythia. 104; To the Meffenians. 155 To 
Ariftinetus: 106. “Io Polycletus @ Phyfician: 
ibid. Polycletus zo Phalaris. 107. Phalaris zo 
Nicippus. 111. To the People of Aftypalea. 
112. The People of Aftypalexa zo Phalaris. 114. 
Phalaris to thofe People again. 115. To thé 
Athenians. 117. To Agefilaus. 121. 

Marcus Aurelius, A. C. 161: His. Letter to the 
Ladies of Rome. 122. To bis Miftrefs Bohe- 

mia. 1315 Ler ungrateful Anfwer. 137. His 
Letter to Matrina, 146. To the fame.149. 
To bis Friend Pyramon: 153. \ Io: Domitius of 
Capua. 161, ‘Lo his Friend Cincinnatus. 163. 
to bis Emprefs Fauftina. 173. Another to 
Fauftina: 177. A third tothe fame. 181: 

Pontius Pilate, A. C: 29. His Letter to Tiberius. 
135. | 

Lentulus, A. C. 39. His Letter to the Senate. 
187. | 

RMithiidates A. M. 3826. iis Letter to Arfaces 
King of Perfia. 188. 

Phryné, A. M. 3620. Her Letter to the Philofo- 
pher Kenocrates. 194: 

Aenocrates, A. M. 3620.. His Anfwer; 199: © 

Caracalla, As ©, 211. His Letter to bis Mother 
Julia. 204, 


Lififtratus zo Tlepolemis. 409; To Philocles: 


2 I Qs : Pay adil 
Mifitheugs 


A Cronological T ABLE. 


Mifitheus to the Emperour Gordianus. 21Y, 

Befolus Kiag of Lydia, to Sapor King of Perfia, 
212, 

The Emperour Valerian. A. C. 254, His Letter 
to Ragonius Clarus. 213. 3 

The Emperour Aurelian, A. C. 270. His Letter 
to Zenobia Queen of Palmyra. 214. Zenobia’s 
Anfwer. 215. The fame Emperor.to his Friend 
‘Mucapor, ibid. Lo the Senate of Rome. 
216. 

Euripides, A.M. 3520. His Letter to Archelaus 

_. King of Macedon. 218. To Sophocles. 219. 
Another to Archelaus. 220. A third. to ‘Arche- 
laus. 221. Jo Cephifophon. 224. Another: to 
tbe fame. 227. Puads om ener 


Pififtratus King of Athens; A.M.3409. His. Let- 

ter ta Solon. 232. Solon’s Anfwer. 233. 

Solon, A. M.3364. His Letter to Periander King 
of Corinth. 234. Ip Epimenides. 235. Epi- 
menides bis Anfwer. 236. | | 

Thrafibulus Tyrant of Miletum, A. M. 3549. His 
Letter to Periander King of Corinth. 234. 

Pythagoras, A.M. 3393.. His Letter to Hiero 
King of Sicily. 235. 

Ariftotle, A, M. 3598. Hits Letter to. King Philip 
of Macedon. 237. 0 Alexander the Great. 
238. 

Hippoerates, A.M. 3484. The Senate of Abdera 
to -bim, 238. His Anfwer. 240.. His. Letter 

to bis Friend Damagetus. 242. 

Democritus, A.M. 3480. His Letter to Hippo- 
crates, 248. -Hippocrates’s An/wer..249. 

Xenophon, A.M. 3593. His Letter to Symias 
agd Cebes bis two Friends. 249. To Crito. 
270. | 
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.A Cronological TA BLE. 


The Emprefs Agrippina, A. C. a1. Her Letter 
to ber Son the Emperor Neto. 250. 

The Emperour Probus, A. C. 276. His Letter to 
the Senate of Rome. 256. 

_ Cicero, A. M. 3895. His Letter to bis Son 
Marcus. 257. Another to the fame. 261. To 
Celius Rufus. 283. Servius Sulpitius to bim. 
285. Lis Anfwer 288. His Letter to Lucius 
Lucceius.291. The fame to him. 295.’ Cicero 
to Curio. 357. Jo Servius Sulpitius, 360. 
To the fame. 362. To the fame. 365. To 
Marcus Marcellus. 366. To the fame. 371, 
Lo the fame. 372. Marcus Marcellus to Cice- 
ro. 375. Servius Sulpitius to bim. 376. Qu. 
Metellus za bim. 378. Cicero to Metellus. 379. 
Metellus’s da/fwer. 384. Cn. Pompey to Cicero. 
385. Pompey ¢o Cicero again. 388. Cicero’s Au- 
fwer. ibid. Cicero to Atticus. 393. Pompey toM. 
Marcellus azd L. Lentulus Confuls. 395. Pom- 
pey to Lucius Domitius. 397. Balbus zo Ci- 
cero. 399. Lhe fame. to Ciceto again. 40Y. 
Cicero ¢o Julius Cefar. goo. 

oylla the Ditzator, A. M. 3864. His Letter to 
Mithridates. 264. 

The Emperor Adrian, A.C. 117. His Letter to 
Servianus Conful of Rome. ‘ibid. 

Heraclitus, A. M. 2416. His Letter to Aphidamas, 
966. To the fame. 267. 

Antifthenes, A. M. 3572. His Letter to Ariftip- 
pus. 268. Ariltippus’s Azfwer. 269. 

Socrates, A.M. 3549. ° His Letter to Xenophon. 
271. Lo King ——-— 272. To King Ochus. 
282. 

Ifocrates, A. M. 3579. His moral Letter to bis 
friend Demonicus, 273. 
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A Cronological TABLE. 


Brutus: avd Caflius, A. M. 3819. Their Letter tb 
Mark Anthony. 290. 

Germanicus, A, C. 28. His daft Letter to bis Wife 
Agrippina, &¢. 297. 

Polyerite, A. M. 3535. Her Letter to Alcibiades. 


302. 

Thais, A. M. 3598. Her Letter to am. Athenian 
Chiliarchos. 304. 

Aiclepion ¢o Idimanttis; 305. To Chariclea, 


306. 

Mark Anthony, A. M. 3908. His Letter to Hir- 
canus, figh Prieft of the Fews. 307. His Bro- 
ther Lucius Antonius to Auguftus Cxfar, 308, 
Auguftus’s Anfwer, 310. 

Herod King of Judea, A. M. 3913. His Letter to 
Auguitus Cafar. 311. Auguftus’s Anfwer. 


12. 

pienek. A.C. 52. Her Letter. to the Emperor 
Nero. 314. 

Julian the Apoffate, A.C. 361. His Letter: to 
his Friend. 320. To the Philofopber Arifto- 
menes. 322.. Lo Ecdicius. 323. To: Artabius, 
324. Lo Georgius. 325. To Ecdicius. 326, 
Lo the People of Alexandria. 327. To his Un- 
cle Julian. 330. To the Philofopber Maximus. 
33%. Lo the fame. ibid. To Oribafius. 332. 
Lo Eugenius. 335. Jo Ecebolus. 336. To 
Enftochius. 337. To Callixina. 338. To Se. 
tapion. 339. Io Jamblicus. 344. To Amefi- 
us. 346. Io Arfacius. 348. ‘fo the Chriftian 
Profeffors in the Schools. 351. To Ecebolus, 
354. Lo the People. 355. To Zeno 2 Chri- 
flian Phyfician. 356. 
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Steficrates the famous Statuary, A. M. 3420, His 
Letter to Alexander the Great. 404. 

Jamblicus ze Portiliacus, 408. Zo Anaximander. 

09. 

Dioscncs the Cynick, A. M. 2448. His Letter to 
bis Friend Megafthenes. 409. To the Gracians. 
air. To Alexandet the Great. 413. Zo the 
People of Synopé. 421. To Zeno. 422. To 
Megalthenes. 423- M0 Metrocles. 432, Yo 
Ariftippus. 433. To Phanomacus. ibid. To 
Monemus. 435. 

Sofigenes to Pythodorus, 415. To Cephifophon. 
416. To the fame. 417- 

Ithicles to Callias. 418. 

Phadon to. Theagenides. 420. 

Hipparchus to Ariftides. 425. To Lifitheus. 426. 

Hegefias to Sofigenes. 427. To Heliodorus, 428. 

Eutidemus zo Lyfanias. 429. To Aceltorides. 
4,30. 

Democlides zo Cteficles. 437. 

Lyfimachides zo Charonidas. ibid. 

Hegefias to Praxibulus. 438. To three Brothers. 
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ANTIEN 
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Quintus Aurelius Avianus Symachus Gover- 
nour of Rome, to the moft Sacred and 
always Augult Emperours Valentinian, 
Theodofius avd Arcadius ; vequefting that 
the Altar of VICTORY might be re- 
fior'd to the Senate-Houfe whence it had 
been taken s to which and the [preading 
of the Chriftiaz Religion the Heathens at- 
tributed the Inundations of the Goths, 
the Famine, &c: 


YO fooner, moft Auguft Emperours, 
had your illuftrious Senate of Rome 
found the Vices of the Times reduc’d 
y.. | by the foree of your Laws, and {een 
the Infamy of the paft Age wafh’d out by the 
Piety of this, bur by the example and authority 
of your Conduét, the Reverend Confcript Fathers 
gave Words to their Sorrows, and have again 
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deputed me the Meflenger of their Complaints, 
1) which were deny’d the Audience of your moft 
' facred Maijefties, only becaufe they were {ure to 
Gnd there a Redrefs, which fome by no means de- 
- fird. Iam therefore oblig’d both, as your Go- 

vernour of Rome to give you an Account of the 
publick Aéts, and as the City’s Deputy to recom- 
mend to you what they have entrufted to my 
Charge. In this there is an Unanimity of Votes, 
; a Nemine Contradicente, fince now Men believe 
i no more, that they can Complement the Courti- 
ers by their Diffenting. There is no Empire, O 

Emperors, like the Love of the People. It has 

been too fhameful a thing to fuffer private Di- 

fputes to interfere with the publick Good, and the 
Senate with a great deal of Wifdom and Juttice, 
profecutes thofe, who have made no difficulty 
of having more regard to their own Power, than 
to the Fame and Reputation of their Prince. 
What we now labour to obtain, isa proof, that 
we watch for the Advantage of your Clemency ; 

_ for to whom can our Endeavours for the Prefer- 
vation of the Laws of our Anceftors, and the 
Defence of the Rights, and Fate of our Country, 
be more jnflly addrefs’d, than to the Glory of this 
Age? Which willappear the greater when you con- 
fider,that you ought to attempt nothing contrary to 
the Cuftoms of our Forefathers. Let us, therefore, 
look back onthe ftate of that Religion, trom 
which our Common Wealth for fo many Cen- 
turies deriv’d fuch confiderable Advantages ; and 
-F we examine the Princes of both Setts, we 
{hall find that the firft reverenc’d the Ceremo- 
nies of our-Anceftors, and the latter depriv’d us 
not of them; if there is no example to bedrawn 
from the Religion of the Ancients, let it at at 
xe 
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the AN TIENTS, 


be deduc’d from the ‘Permiflion of the Moderns. 


Is there any Man fali’n to fo greata Barbarity, as 
not to defire the reftoration of the Altar of Vi- 
Ctory ? But I fhall be more Cautious in my Ex- 
preffions, avoiding the too naked expoling what 
may. be too invidious. Permit us only to pay 
that Honor to the Name, which is deny’d to the 
Deity! Your Eternity is not a little indebtec 
to Victory already, and much more {hall be ; let 
thofe therefore be averfe to this Pow’r, who 
never deriv’d any Benefit from it; but never 
let it be faid that you deferted thar friendly 
PatronefS of vour Triumphs, when indeed there 
is neither Nation, nor Man, that pays her not his 
Vows? for no Man can deny worfhip to thar, 


which he profeffes is to be defir'd. But if you 
have no regard to the ill Omen of temoving the 
Altar of Vittory, you ought at leaft to fpare the 
Ornaments of the Senate Houfe. Great is the 
Power of Cuftom, and we humbly implore you to 
permit us in this our Age to deliver thofe things 
to our Pofterity, which we receiv’d in our Youth 
from our Forefathers. “T'was not without ereat 
Reafon, that the A&t of Conflantivs was of no 
long duration, and you ought to avoid all thofe, 
which you have feen quickly difanull’d. We are 
concern’d for the. Eternity of your Fame, and 
your Dzurmity, that the fucceeding Age, may 
find nothing in the TranfaGions of your Reign, 
which may deferve any CorreStion.. Where thall 
we fwear to your Laws and Commands? By 
what Keligious Dread fhall the fallacious Mind 
be terrify'd from giving falfe Witnefs? Tis 
imme all things are full of God, and there 
is no Refuge for the perfidious; bur the In- 
Huence of a prefent Religion is a powerful Check 
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LH TALE RS’. of 
on Tranfgreffours. This Altar of Victory was the 
Band ot all our Concord, and the Repofitory of 
the Faith of every one in particular; nor is there 
any thing, that gives greater Authority to our De- 


ae 


Fl 
crees, than, that the Senatorian Order is, as it 
were, fworn to all, that it determines. Believe 
me, illuftrious Emperors, thofe who think them- 
{elves only fecure by the Public, Oaths, will, by 
this’ means, think, there is an .open Inlet 
made for Perjuries to the Senate, when it is thus 
publickly protan‘d. But it has been urg’d, that 
the Emperour Conftantins has given a Precedent 
for this. Let us imitate other Actions of that 
Prince, rather, than what he never had done, had 
e feen any preceding Emperor suilty of the 
k take. for the Succeffour corrects him- 
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like Miltake; 
{elf by the Errors of his Predeceflour, and the 
Condemnation of a foregoing Example begets a 


naw 
ft Conduét in him, tharfucceeds. That illuftri- 
‘ous Prince, your Father, might well be allow’d 
to make a Miftake in a new Attempt while he 
did not apprehend the Judicioufnets of the Fa&; 
‘e plead that excufe fhou’d we imitate 
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him jn that very thing, our Conicience con- 
demns? But if your Majefties will Copy that 
Prince, make choice of others of his A&ls 
more worthy Imitation. He rifled not the 
holy Virgins of any of their Privileges , he 


decreed the Priefthood to the Koman Nobility, 
7 y 3 a. IM S fags 5 ae ~*~ _ N R A 
l the neceflary Expences of our 
Ceremonies; aud. following the joyful Senate 
. the eternal City, with a pleafing bye 


Temples, enquir’d after their 
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this he protected. For every Man has his pecu- 
liar Cuftoms, and his particular Religious Rites ; 
the Divine Mind has diftributed to all Nations 
different Guardians ; and, as differing Souls are 
diftributed to all that are born, fo are there 
various fatal Gewiz allotted to feveral. People. 
Let us add to this, the Benefit and Emolument, 
which gives Man the greateft Tye to the Divi- 
nity. For fince Reafon is but the Twilight of 
the Mind, and it’s Decifions uncertain, as obicure 
Whence can we better derive the Excellence of 
any Deity above another, than from the Records 
of Time, and thofe Leffons, which happy Events 
have taught us. If then Religion draw any Au- 
thority from its great and immemorial Anti- 
quity, we ought to preferve that Faith, which 
has liv’d fo many Ages, and in it follow our 
Forefathers,.as they did theirs with all the Ke- 
wards of Good Fortune. Let us but imagine 
we faw Rome her felf make her prefent Ad- 
drefS to your Majefties in thefe pathetique ix- 
poftulations: % beft of Princes, Fathers of your 
Country, bave fome Refpeét to that Vi encrable Old 
Age to which thofe pious Rites have preferv'd me, 
and permit me to enjoy thofe paternal Ceremonies, 
which never yet gave me Caufe of Repentance y 
fuffer me to live as I usd to do, becaufe I am 
free ; -This is the Worfbip, that bas reduced 
the World under my Furifdidtion, driven Hannt- 
bal from my Walls, and: the Senones from my 
Capitol. Have I been thus long preferu'd to be 
SchooP'd in my old Age? Cowd 1 difcover what 
shefelnftitutions, that are thought fit to be advaned 
are, yet the Reformation of old Age is fhame- 
ful and opprobrious. We fupplicate theretore 
for Peace to the Gods of our Forefathers, and, 

B 2 Or 


sz “ 
f » 


; 
Fat Pea AF CR Pee 
CRs eal OA GNM Biching gy WOES, 


PK Kecamety TER 
Setanta a: CIOS Spanos WT 


er 


ee eA 
LM icf ithe 


a 


Ea cE 


lhe 


9 PYLE JL BEG: Me So gy YAM 
ast A Zeek SH BEDIVESS 


bg Sani 
oS ea 


‘ 


F sek, a 
BO 28S lente te 


UE | 
2 a heehies 


: si OR iy es, ff, i Aissvauvict FR: 
Ep peels ie Naik WY fies Te ASO mach, Sais hae ua fis : eee ; Scie. tf 


ain 


6 LETTERS of 


of our Country. °Tis juft enough to think the 
Objett of the Weneip of all Mankind is but 
One; we all behold the fame Stars, the fame 
Heaven is our Canopy, and the fame Earth our 
Dwelling: What fignifies it therefore by. what 
different - Ways we enquire after Truth? One 
way is too narrow, and too little to arrive at fo 
valt a aaah But this is a Di {pute fit only for 
thofe, who have nothing elfe to do ; at this time 
we ah t not Arguments but Prayers. Whete are 
the mighty Profits, the Spoils of the Preroga- 
tives of the Vettal ‘Virgins. have brought to your 
Exchequer ? We find thofe things deny’d them 
under Princes molt remarkable’ for Liberality, 
which the. moft penurious have granted: That 
ftipend of Chaftity confifts only. in Honour ; 
and as their facred Fillets are the only Orna- 
ments of their Heads, fo is their exemption from 
Rewards the Mark of their Priefthood. All they 
require is but a fort of bate and empty Name 
of Privilege, being fecure by their Poverty from 
apprehentions ¢ Lofs. Thofe therefore who 
leffen their Subftance, add the more to their 
Praife, when the Chaftity, that is devoted to the 
P ublics encreafes when it is depriv’d of Reward. 
be thofe bafe Gains from the Purity of your 
Treati uty.; for the Ex chequer of a Good Prince 
: d be augmented by the Spoils of his. Ene- 
ties, nor Robberys from the Pricfthood. And 
ig there any Gain, that can fufficiently balance 


the Envy this bring s? And the Mifery of thefe 
whole ancient Re venues are ieiz’d on, is the 


{ 
ereater, becaule Avarice is a Vice, that cannot be 
to your C! NaIBe 5 for under Emperors, that are 
ot rapacious of the Properties ‘of their Sub- 
jects, but Malters of their Appetites, that is 
| | a turd 
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turn’d wholly to the Detriment of the Lofer, 
that moves not the Defire of the Spoiler; and 
thus thofe Fields and Poffeffions left to the holy 
Virgins and Minilters by the Teftaments of the 
Dying, are brought into the Exchequer. Of you, 
O Priefts of Juftice! I implore that the Rites of 
your City may have the fame advantages of 
Property and Poffeffion, which private Perfons 
have. Suffer your Subje€ts to make their laft Wills 
without Apprehenfion, and let them know, that 
under Princes free from Avarice, their Legacies 
fhall not be violated. And you, O Princes, be 
pleasd with this HappinefS of Humane kind ; 
for Examples of this Nature have already di- 
fturb’d the laft hours of the Dying. Have not 
the Revenues of Religion the fame Benefit with 
thofe of the Profane? Are they not under the 
Proteftion of the Roman Laws? I know not 
what Name, what Apellation to give to the feiz- 
ing thofe things, which no Law, nor any Chance 
have made liable to Forfeiture. The Freed men 
receive their Legacies, nay the Slaves are not de- 
ny’'d the juft Benefit of Wil/s, and the Noble 
Virgins alone , and holy Minifters of the fata/ 
Rites are deny’d the Poffeffions of thofe Reve- 
nues, which they derive from Inheritance. At 
this rate it is better being a Slave to Men, than to 
devote the Body to Chaftity for the public Good, 
than to prop the Eternity of the Empire with 
heavenly Supports, than to affift your Arms 
and Standards with Amicable Virtues. By this 
means we offer an Injury to the Common Wealth, 
which ought never to be ingrateful. I would 
not have any man believe, that I defend the 
Caufe of Religion alone, for from Attempts like 
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of Humane Life. The Laws of our Fotefathers 
honour’d the ‘Veftal Virgins, and the facred Mi- 
nifters of the Gods with moderate Subfiftence, 
and juft Privileges; which for many Ages con- 
tinued inviolate, till the time of a Company of 
degenerate Bankers, who diverted the Mainte- 
nance of holy Chaftity to the Reward of bafe 
and fervile Flatterers. , But what was the Confe- 
quence ? Public Famine, while the fickly Harveft 
in every Province deludes our hopes of Relief. 
Nor can we affign this Dearth to the Sterility 
of the Ground, the Blafting of the Winds, the 
Stars, Cankers in Trees, or Tares in our Corn; 
but this Sacrilege alone confum’d the Produéts 
of the year : For it was but juft that all fhou’d 
want that; which was denyd to. Religion. If 
we can parallel this great Famine with any Ex- 
ample, then let us attribute it to the common 
Caufes of Nature, and the Accidents of the 
year. The People were again reduc’d to ‘their 
primitive Food of Acorns ‘and Berries of the 
Woods. Had our Anceftours ever any. fuch Ca- 
Jamity, while the public Honour fed and main- 
taind the Miniiters of Religion? When did they 
{hake the Oak, or tear up the Roots of Herbs 
for FKood? When were all our Provinces infufhi- 
cient to fupply us with Bread, while it was not 
deny’d the facred Virgins ? For the Food of the 
Priefthood nourifh’d the Produ€} of the Earth, 
fothacic was rather a Remedy, than a Bounty. 
Can any man doubt but that was given to all for 
their fakes,- when all,want it fince they are de- 
priv'd of it. Some may perhaps reply, that *tis 
the Public’ Money is deny’d to bear the 
Expences of a contrary Religion; far be that 
pernicious Notion from a good Prince; to think 
that 
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that Particular Donations to particular Ufes be- 
long at all to the Imperial Revenue. You go- 
vern all, but preferve every Man his Right; 
and Juftice is more prevalent with you, than an 
arbitrary Licentioufnefs. Confult your own Aets 
of Magnificence, and then confider. whether you 
woud be fatisfy’d, that thofe Gifts .you: have 
beftow’d to particular ends, fhou’d by being part 
of the Public Revenue be liable to be perverted 
to another ufe by your Succeflors. Thofe Do- 
nations, that are once made to the Honor of 
the City ceafe to be any longer in the power 
of the Donor, and that which was at firft a Fa- 
vour, by prefcription of Time becomes a Debt. 
Let your Clemency view the fecret Supports of 
all Se&is with an impartial Eye, and efpecially 
that to which your Anceftors ow’d their Afh- 
{tance, and which defends you, and is follow’d 
by us. We petition for that Form of Religion, 
which preferv’d the Empire of your facred Fa- 
ther, and fupply’d that fortunate Prince with a 
Lawful Iffue. Behold that God: looks down 
from his Srarry Palace, views the Tears’ of 
the Priefts, and thinks himfelf blam’d for the Vio- 
lation of that Cultom, which he willingly pre- 
ferv'd. Correct that evil Counfel,::that was 
given your facred Brother, and which he knew 
not fo difpleafing to the Senate; for “tis evident 
their Meffengers were deny’d Admiffion to him, 
that he might he depriv'd of the: Knowledge of 
the Public Decree, And ’tis but a juft honour 
you pay the former Age: in revoking that which 
we can provetwas no iree Att of the Prince. 
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i | LE LT.C ER. 0, 
i _ St. Ambrofe’s Axfwer Addrefs'd to the Em: 


ih perour Valentinian, containing a full Vin- 
dication of the Chriftian Religion. ; 


T the Time that the Noble Symachus, 

Governour of Rome, made his Adrefles to 
your Clemency for the Reftoration of the Altar 
of Vidtory, which had been taken out of the 
Senate Houfe, and that you (yet in the very No- 
vicethip of your Youth, tho robuft and old in 
the Virtue of Faith) reje€ted the Petition of the 
Gentiles ; I, as foon, as I had any knowledge 
of the Attempt, offer'd you a fmall Paper of 
what I then thought fit to fay on that Subject 
at that Junfture, and demanded a Copy of his 
Letter. Wherefore I fend this Anfwer to it, 
not out of any Diffidence of your Faith, but 
out of a provident Caution, certain of a pious 
and juft examination; only defiring, that you 
wou'd have more Regard to the Force of the 
Thing, than to the Elegance of the Language ; 
for the Tongue of the learned and wife Man (accor- 
ding to the divine Scriptures) is Gold, which in- 
rich’d with pompous Words, and exulting in a 
fort of dazling Force of a brillant Eloquence, 
blinds the Eyes of the Mind with the Appearance 
of Beauty. But if we examine the Gold, we 
fhall find, that the Value is from the outfide 
Stamp, within °tis nothing but common Metal. 
I befeech you but to weigh well and examine 
the Sect of the Gentiles, and you'll find that their 
Boa fts 


Wak x > — SaaS 
DMS seas ae SL 


th ANTIENTS, rey 


Boafts and Pretences are noifie and fpecious, 
but what they defend is abominable: In Words 
they talk of God, but it is the Idol they adore, 
Three things I find the illuftrious Governour 
Symachus has propos’d, which he thought fo- 
lid and unanfwerable. 1ft. That Rome demands 
the Reftitution of her Ancient Rites and Reli- 
gion. 2dly. That the Revenues of their Priefts, 
and Veftal Virgins be allow’d them ; and 
3diy, That the depriving the Priefts of their Bene- 
fices had producd the Public Famine. In the 
firft Propofition he introduces Rome in a pityful 
manner complaining, and begging the Reftoration 
of her former Worfhip, and Ceremonies; thofe, 
fhe fays, drove Hannibal from her Walls, and the 
Senones from her Capito]; but while fhe thus 
extols the Power of her Religion, fhe betrays its 
Weaknefs ,; for Hannibal according to this was a 
long time an over Match for the Roman Gods, 
and {pight of them brought Fire and Sword to 
the very Walls of Rome. How cou’d they firffer 
themfelves to be cooped up within their Walls, 
for whom the Arms of the Gods were zealoufly 
employ’d ? I know not what to fay of the Sexones, 
who had been too hard for the Romans had not 
the fearful Geefe betray’d them, when they enter’d 
the Capitol it felf. Think but what glorious Pro- 
teCtors the Rowan Temples boaft of ; where then 
was Jupiter ? Was it he that {poke in the Geefe? 
But I have no great need to deny that the Roman 
Rites fought for Rome ; for Hannibal worlhip’d 
the very fame Gods. Let them therefore choofe 
which they pleafe; if the Gods overcame in the 
Roman Caufe, they were beat in the Carthagini- 
an, and fo vice verf2. No more therefore of 
unjaft Complaints of the Reman People; they 
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never gave any Authority for fuch a Petiti- 
on; and Rome Adreffes her felf to you in a 
much different Manner. Why (fays fhe) do you 
to no purpofe daily imbrue me with the Blood 
of innocent Cattel? the Trophies of Vittory 
are won by the Courage of the Warriourts, not 
the Fibres of Beafts; twas by another fort of 
Difcipline that I vanquifh’d the World : 
The Valour of Camillus drove thofe Gauls away 
whom the Gods had fuffer’d to Lord it in the 
City. Scipio Africanus found Vittory in the 
midft of Hannibal's Army, not among the Altars 
of the Capitol. To what purpofe do you 
produce examples of Antiquity? 1 abominate 
the Religion of Nevo. What {hall I fay of the 
Monthly Emperors, and of thofe, whofe Keign 
began and ended almoft on the fame day ? Or 
perhaps you'll urge, that the Inundations of Bar- 
barians are what is new and without Precedent. 
What need I. anfwer by the Inftances of Va/eri- 
anus and Gallienus, no Cbriflian &mperors ; the 
firft of which was held in Captivity, and un- 
der the latter the whole Empire was enflavd ? 
But thofe Ceremonies, that promisd them Vitto- 
ries deceiv'd them! Had not they the Altar of 
Vidtory >? I repent, my Errours , and my aged 
Cheeks glow with fhame for my Miftake. Ihave 
no Reafon to bluth to be converted, with the reft 
of the World, fince there is no time too late 
to improve our Knowledge. And that old Age 
has more reafon to blufh, that is incapable 
of Amendment, for it is not the Ripenefs of 
‘Years but Manners that demands our Commen- 
dation; nor is it any Infamy to change for the 
Better, before which [ had nothing common with 
the Barbarians but my Ignorance of God. Your 
Sacti- 
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Sacrifices, and Rites are to be fprinkled with the 
Blood of Cattel.. Why feek you in the Entrails 
of dead Beafts for the Voice of God? Approach ye, 
and learn on Earth the Warfare of Heaven. Here 
we live, but *tis for Heaven we war. Let God 
himfelf that fortm’d all things teach me himfelf, 
not Man who knows not hisown Being. Whom 
fhou’d I rather believe. concerning the Nature of 
God, than God himfelf? With what Affurancecan 
you defire me to pin my Faith’on your Sleeve, 
who confefs your Ignorance of what you wor- 
fhip? You fay, That one Road is not fufficient to 
bring us to fo great.a Secret ; but we know, that 
by the Voice of God, which you are) ignorant 
of ; and we are inform’d of, that by the Wifdom, 
and: Verity of God, which you enquire after by 
blind Conjeftures. You-and we do not at all a- 
gree, you feck Peace for your Gods from the 
Emperors; we feek it for the Emperors trom 
Chrift. You adore the Works. of your own 
Hands, we think it an Injury to Reafon to think 
any thing, that can be made, a God: Nor will 
God be worthip’d in Stocks and Stones; an Ab- 
furdity fo grofs, that ev’n your own Philofophers 
have laugh’d at it. But if you deny Chrift to 
be God becaufe you do not believe his Death, 
(for you-are ignorant, that this Death was of 
the Flefh, and not of the Divinity, which he 
underwent that none that believ’d in him fhou‘d 
dye) What can be more imprudent, than you, 
who contumelioufly worfhip, and difhonorably 
derogate from him? © For you believe your God 
to be Wood. Oh! fhameful Worfhip! And 
you cannot believe that Chrift cou’d die. Oh 
honorable Obitinacy! Thus you choofe rather to 
believe in a God that never had Life, than in 
him 
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| him whofe Divinity never fuffer’d death. But 
1 he infifts, that the ancient Altars fhou’d be re- 
if ftor’d. to the Idols, and their old Ornaments to 
mn the Temples: But are thefe Demands made to a 
i Prince of their own Superftition? No. Yet a 
Chriftian Emperour knows no’ Honour due to 
any Altars but thofe of Chrif?. How! fhall they 
compel the pious Hand, and faithful Lips to 
minifter to their’ profane Sacrileges? Let the 
Voice of our Emperour found only Chrift, and 
fpeak only for him, that employs the Sentiments 
of his Mind, for the Heart of the King w in 
the Hand of the Lord. Did any of the Hea- 
then Emperors fet up an Altar to Chrift? While 
they demand the Reftitution of what once they 
poffefs’d, they put us in mind, by their own Ex- 
ample, how great a Deference and Refpett the 
Chriftian Emperours ought to pay to the Reli- 
gion, they follow, when we find, that the Hea- 
then made all things fubmit to theirs. We be- 
gan, let them follow. We glory in the Blood; 
we fhed for our Religion, they are difturb’d at 
the lof$ of their Riches. We lookt on our Suf- 
ferings as a Vittory, they on theirs as an Injury. 
They never did us greater Service, than when 
they commanded the Chriftians to be lafh’d, pro- 
ferib’d, and put to death, and Religion made 
that a Reward, which Infidelity meant, as a 
Punifhment. See our Magnanimity ! we encreafe 
our Belief by Injuries, Poverty, and Punifhment ; 
but they think their Ceremonies cannot laft when 
their Profits are taken away. Let the Veftal 
Virgins (fays Symachus) have their Immuni- 
ties; this they urge, becaufe they do not know 
how to believe, that there can be a Chaftity with- 
out profpect of Intereft, and therefore they 
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incite that by Rewards, which they defpair of 
from Virtue. But how great is the Number 
of thofe Virgins, that thefé promis’ Rewards 
have made! Scarce Seven Veftals: Behold the 
mighty Number ! fo many Ornaments of Perfon, 
Pomp of Retinue, vaft Privileges, extravagant 
Revenues, have prefSd, and that only for a li- 
mited Time, That is not Chaftity ; that is pur- 
chas'd with Money, nor that Integrity, which is 
bought for a time with a Price, as ar an-Aution. 
The firft Victory of Chaftity is to conquer the 
defire of Wealth, becaufe a luft of Gain is a 
temptation to Modefty. But letus fuppofe, that 
Supplies of Largefles fhow’d be given the Virgins, 
what Rewards fhall the Chriftian Virgins. have ? 
and what Exchequer will be able to furnifh fo 
great an Expence? But if they think none but 
the Veftal Virgins fhou’d enjoy this Benefit, 
fure they might allow us to fhare with them 
under a Chrifizan Prince, who engrofs’d all to 
themfelves in the Times of Paganifm. But the 
Remonftrance goes farther, they complain, that 
the Public Provifions are deny’d their Priefts and 
Minifters : And here how he launches out into an 
Ocean of Words! But on the contrary, by new 
Laws our Priefthood too is deny’d the Benefit of 
hereditary Succeffion, and yet not one of us com- 
plains ; nor do we think it any Injury, becaufe 
we look on itas no Lofs. If a Prieft aims at the 
Privilege of being exempt from all publick Em- 
ployments, he obtains it with the furrender of all 
his Paternal Rights, and of his whole Pofleflions, 
Nhat loud Complaints wou’d the Gentiles make 
if their Priefls were to*purchafe their Office 
with the lofs of their whole Patrimony? and 
that a private Perfon fhou’d at the expence i 
alt 
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all mariner of Profit and Advantage, buy’ a ca: 
pacity to devote himfelfto the Public Service, 
comforting themfelves ‘with the Reward of Do- 
meftic Want, while they watch for the common 
Safety, becaufe they make not Sale of their Mi- 
niftry, but purchafe Grace? ‘ Let'us make a Com- 
parifon betwixt the two Caufes.) You woud ex- 
empt your Senatorial Priefts, when it is not lawful 
forthe Church to exempt her holy Minifters. 
The Priefts of -your Temples may make their 
Wills, and.receive Legacies; nor is there any fo 
profane, of fo low!a Condition, fo proftitute in 
Modefty, that wants this- Privilege; the Clergy 
alone are barr’d from this common Right, who 
alone undertake:, .and offer the common Vows 
for all, yetocan accept any Legacy or Donation 
whatever. And where there is no exception to 
be made againft the Manners and Probity of the 
Perfon, his very Office is a fufficient Caufe of the 
Penalty. Shou’d.a Chriftian Widow bequeath any 


_ Legacy to the Priefts of a Heathen Temple, it 


ftands good’ in Law; “but if fhe bequeath any 
thing to the Minifters of God, it is null and void. 
This I have mention’d, not, as by complaint, but 
to fhew them what it is, that we do not com- 
plain of, for [had much rather we fhou’d be 
inferior in Money, than Grace. But they may 
reply,. that whatever has been given, or left to 
the Church, has not been violated. Let them 
alfo tell us; who has robd their Temples of 
their Donations, which has been done to the 
Chriftians? and if this were done to the Gen- 
tiles, it wou'’d not be offering but returning an In- 
jury. What? do they now at lait lay their Claims 
to Juftice, and now, after all this time, demand 
Equity? Where were thefe Pretences’ when ‘con- 
trary 
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trary to Law, Juftice and Equity, they rif?d 
the Chriftians ofall their Goods, and having envy’d 
them the very Breath of Life, deny’d them the 
common Benefit of Burial ? while thofe Bodies 
the Gentiles have thrown into the Sea, the 
Waves- have return’d to the Shoar? To hear 
them now condemn the A€tions of their An- 
ceftours is a Triumph and Victory of Faith, 
How then can they defire the Donations of 
thofe, whofe A€tions they condemn? But no 
body has depriv’d the Temples of their Donati- 
ons, or the Southfayers of -their Legacies, on: 
ly the Farms and Poffeffions being taken away, 
becaufe they made not a Religious ufe, of what 
they pretended to fhelter under the Rights of 
Religion. Why fhou’d not thofe, who make 
ufe of our Example, do,as we do? The 
Church has no proper Poffeffions but Fuith, 
that is the Returns, thatthe Fruit fhe gathers. 
The Pofleffions of the Church deftay the Ex- 
pences of the Poor. Let the Temples caft up 
what Slaves they have redeem’d, what Food 
they have given to the Poor, and what Subfi- 
{tance they have fupply’d to the Banifh’d, and 
they will find Nothing at the foot of the Ac- 
count, that will juftifie their pofleffing thofe 
Farms, which for this defect are feiz’d but no 
Rights violated. Behold that difmal Deed, thar 
coud not be expiated without a publick Fa- 
mine, fince that, which was the Priefts Advan- 
tage was fubfervient to the Publick Intereff; 
And for this therefore they tell us that Men 
are forc’d to refrefh and moiften their languith- 
ing Mouths with the wretched Juice of the 
Barks of Trees, and compell’d again to fly to 
Woods for the fad Repaft of Beafts, the Chacnian 
7 C 
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Acorns to appeafe their miferable Kamine, that 
is to fi ay, t thefe were Prodigies new and unheard of, 
while Idolatry had poflefion ot the whole Earth. 
In fhort when t hefore did the Earth deceive the 
hopes and toils of the Husbandman ? And whence 
had the oe cians their Oracles from their Oaks, 
if the CY had ot t thought that Si/van food a Re- 
y, and lupply conv: ey'd to them by a heaven- 
ly Gift; for ot ch they efteem the Gifts of their 


Gods? Who but the ! ‘Heathen people ador’d the 
GS 


Dodonean Tr 2S, when they paid Honours to the 
melancholly Food of the facred Grove ? It is by 
no means likely hat their Gods fhou’d fend that 
in their wrath for a Punifhment, which they us‘d 
to beftow, as a Benefit when the y were pleas’d. 


/ \ 
But where is the Equity of the Gods, that fhou’d 
cen food to all men in their Refentment for its 
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cing deny’d to a few Priefis? The Punifhment 
coe no Biot portion to the Offence. It is not 
therefore a fufficient Canfe to blaft the expected 
Crop in Harveft, Le bring fo great an evil on 
perifhing Mankind. But long before. this ss 
Rights of the Temples, had in every part of th 
Wo rid been invaded, and feiz’d on; and di d i 
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the Country people have -no ame ie to Trees or 
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Hedges tor fubfiftance, but the plentiful Crop 
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oerpays the Plowman’s Labour, 
makes Returns, wi ith an Intereft bey ex 
tion. Who therefore is there {9 much a Stranger 
to thefe viciflitudes. of humane Affairs, as to be 
furpriz’d at the Changes of Seafons, and the Pro- 
duéts, of the ie But’ cis well known, that even 
that very Year, nftanc’d with fo much force, 
there was fu iicient Plenty in feveral Provinces, 
Both the Gaz/s abounded ; the Pannonians befides 
what they had for their own ufe, exported reat 
Quantities , and the fruitfulnefs of Rberia felt the 
Injuries it brought upon her; for lofing that Bar- 
rennefs, in which fhe was once fecure, her Abun- 
dance drew het Enemies upon her. Liguria and 
the Venetian Grounds wanted not their Au- 
tumn Grains. Whence it appears, that the vety 
Year objetted, was not every where made barren 
for the pre tended. Sacti lege, and the next a- 
bounded in the Fruit of Faith. They alfo tell us 
that the Vintage was no be etter, than the Harvett, 
, but the Barrennefs of both, that Year, was the 
caufe of our Plenty in both this. The laft Topic 
yet “pte and that of the greateft pete equence 
O Empe tors! Whether, or no you ought to reftore 
thofe Revenues, which have been aie ial to 
you? His Wo rds aie OL Teh ey defend, and are 
venerated by U $) th nS: is what I cannot nae 
O moit faithful. Princes! F ‘or they upbraid you 
that they fupplicate their Gods in your Naine, 
and taking your fuffteranc ae confent commit the 
molt abominable Sacrilege, without your Com- 
mand. Let their Gods - Keep their affiftance to 
themfely res, and, help if they ca "thei Devotes, 
and defend their R Lights. .For if they cannothelp 
their Worfhippers, how can they aes you 
that pay “em no Adoration ? But, fays he, we oveht 
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20 LETTERS of 
to preferve the Rites of our Forefathers. What 
when all things aremended,and improv'd by time ? 
Did not the World it felf, which in its Infancy 
cither form’d an infirm Orb, out of the coalition 
of the Seeds, and Particles of the Elements in 
the vaft expanfe, or elfe in a primitive Chaos and 
Confufion, rude and horrible yet under an indi- 
gefted Cloud of Obfcurity and Darknefs, did 
not, I fay, this World receive afterwards a beauti- 
ful Form, diftinguifh’d into Heavens, Earth, Sea, 
and Land? The Earth juft divefted of its damp 
and humid Darknefs, beheld, with wonder and fur- 
prize, the Sun. The Day fhinesnot outat its firft 
appearance, but its encreale of Light and Heat 
rifes from its length and continuance, The Moon 
it felf (by which the Prophets decipher the 
Church) in its Monthly Revolutions, finds its be- 
ginnings obfcur’d with Darknefs: by degrees fil- 
ling up its Horns of Light it fhines at laft in its 
fall Glory. Husbandry was unknown to the firft 
People of the World, but when once the Hus- 
bandman begins his Empire ore the Fields, and to 
cloath the uncouth Hills with Vines, foften’d by 
the civitities of a domeftick Life, Men put off 
the Ferocity of the Woods and Wilds their for- 
mer Habitations. The Infaney of the year re- 
ceives the Seed, the Spring fucceeds, with its 
tranfitory Flowers, but it is the latter end, that 
tarnifhes with the Produ and Fruit of all the 
veft. And Man himfelf in his Infancy has the 
imperfett thoughts and apprehenfion of Children, 
which we throw off, as Years and Experience im- 
prove our Underftanding. Let them therefore 
alert, that every thing ought to have continued 
in its primitive State, and that the Light of the 
Sun difpleafes them becaufe the World was firft 
in 
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in DarknefS. But how much better is the Licht 
of the Mind, than that of the Body, and how 
preferable the Rays of Faith to the Beams of the 
Sun ? The Ways therefore of the World, like all 
things elfe, have alter’d to make way for the ve- 
nerable old Age of hoary Faith, Thofe that dif 
like this let them condemn the Harveft becaufe it 
is ripe no fooner; let them condemn the Vintage 
becaufe.in the Clofe of the Year ; let them rejett 
the Olive becaufe *tis the lateft of Fruits! Thus 
our Harveit is the Faith of Souls. The Vintage 
of the Church is the Grace of Good Works, 
which in the beginning of the World flourith’d 
in the Saints, but in the latter end diffus’d ir felf 
among the People, that Men might obferve, that 
the Faith of Chrift {tole not on the Minds of the 
Ignorant. For without an Enemy there is no 
Crown of Victory # but that opinion which pre- 
vail'd before being now exploded, ’tis with Ju- 
{tice we prefer the Truth. But if her ancient 
Rites were fo facred how came this very Rome to 
admit fo many Foreign? I pafs over the cove- 
ring the Ground with its price, and the Shepherds 
Hovels fhining in degenerate Gold: But (tocome 
to what they ftand on) what was the Reafon 
you receiv'd the Gods of the vanquifh’d Coun- 
ties , and their Ceremonies into your Reli- 
gion? Whence that Example of Cybele’s wafhing 
her Chariot in the diflembled Waters of Admon 2 
Whence came the Phrygian Prophets , and the 
Deity of Carthage always invidious to the Romans ; 
Her, whom the Africans call Cceleftial, the Per- 
fians Mithra, and moft adore under the Name of 
Venus, diftering only in Name not in the Object 
of Worfhip? Thus they have made a Goddefs of 
Vittory, which isa Gift nota Power; tis beftow’d, 
Cx but 
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22 LETTERS of 
but govetns not : Tis the Favour of the Legions, 
not the Power of Religion.. She muft indeed be 
agteat Goddels, who owes her felf to the nume- 
roufnefs of the Army, or to the Event of Battel. 
The Altar of this ‘imaginary Goddefs is what 
they contend for the ereéting in the Senate-t Houfe, 
that is in the place where man th Chriftians meet 
together: Th 1 celebrate their Sacrifices on Al- 
tars in ae heit, T Cemples, even on the Altar in the 
Temple an Vitto ries (i1 nce eithicy vas Ve > fuck a fancy 
for Pluralitys) is it but adefign to 
infult cthe Faith, t to ftand Mee nuch on this one Al- 
tar? Isit to be born ? Isic’ to be fufterdy that the 
fhou’d be ob lied to be prefent at the 
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Posed 


Chriftians f 
Gentiles Sacrifices? ee the {moak, fays he, oftend 
their Eyes, the Afhes their Mouths, the ‘Incenfe 
their Noftrils, the Sern ohony their Ears; let the 
Sparkles fly from our Ale ars @to their averted Fa- 
ces, , fo they be prefent. Do the Gentiles think, that 
they s ve not Images en ough, when their Baths 
hein Portico’s; and their Street: 3 ate full of them 
But muft this commonCouncil of bot aa =e sand 
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te their Gods? 
srs ? If they te- 
nce, at feem to 
Ly th forfhip; if they 
acquiefce, to acknowledge the Sac ile Where, 
fays he, fhall we {wear to your Words, andto your 
Laws ¢ What then does your Will (which is con- 
taind in your Laws) collect by athe Ceremonies 
of the Gentiles the Suttrages , and bind the Faith 
only of 4 What more 
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mnperout Confiantius, of Au I 
re he was admitted to the Sacred 1 
Chi briftianity, con’d not but think hi: 
if he beheld that Altar there. Hee etinaiel 
it to be removd, but he never comm: anded it to 
be®reftor'd. Zhat carries the Authority of Fact, 
and not this of Precept. You are the Heads and 
Direftors of the Meeting of the S Senate , for you 
they affemble , to you they offer thei Contcien- 
ces not to the God: s of the Gent niles,’ and you they 
prefer A all thir ings, but their Fath. That is the 
per e, that is t Site "defit’d. that the Love better 
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Tartar C rraot 
preferves that 


] 


than En ipire, saheh the Faith, that 


a A oe Testa 2 HG | we D 
Empire is fecure from infults and Danger. But 
fome | ee May be mov’d to fee that molt faith 


iy 


fobk Prince fo forfaken and forlorn, as if 
refent AGtions were 7 

frail and tranfitory Li | 
fan is there that does not know, that 
are fet on a uae, or Globe as 
were, and pery pet ually fubject ova rious and con- 
trary Succ cefles and Viciffitudes. what mote for- 
tunate Man h ave t the Roman 'Temples ft 
than Pompey ? Yet he after three 
} 


al Parts of the World 
1 


! 
the 


S routed lin Pat. 


tel, and flying from the Wars, perith’d by the 
Hand of an /gyptian Kunuch. What nobler 
Prince has the Eaftern Nations given us, than 
Cyrus King of Perfia'? Yet he after he had {ub- 
du’d all the Princes,that oppos’d him.fell a Victim 
to a Woman’s Sword and being dead was a Jelt 
to a Woman’s Kefentment, his Head being cut 
off, and thrown Hee a Tub full of Blood | by her 
Command. Thus in the narrow circuit of Lite 
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24 LET TERS of 

them ? Isthere any Man, that Hiftory can furnifh 
us with, that was more devoted to the Sacrifices, 
than Hamilcar General of the Carthaginians ¢ 
Who applying himfelf to Sacrificing to the Gods 
all the while of Battel, and finding his Viétims 
did him no good, but, that his Army was rout- 
ed, threw himfelf into that Fire, which he was 
nourifhing for the Gods, at leaft to extingnifh 
with his Blood thofe Flames, that had been fo in- 
efficacious in his Caufe. What fhowd I inftance 
the Emperour Fudian, whole unlucky credulity 
in the Southfayer’s Promifes depriv'd him.of the 
Power of returning? In the like Cafe therefore 
there is not the like Offence; for our Promifes 
have deluded no Man. I have reply’d tothe in- 
jurious, as if not injur’d ; for 1 aim’d more at the 
confuting the Matter of Fa& alledg’d, than con- 
founding the Superffition. And let this their un- 
fair Relation give you, O Emperour! a greater 
caution for the future how you credit what they 
tell you. For when he had divided the forego- 
ing Princes into two, he draws this Confequence 
from the firft Divifion, following their Anceftors 
Rites, and the Second’s permiffion; If the Re/z- 
gion of the Antients makes no Example, let.the 
permilfive diffimulation of the Moderns : He evi- 
dently demonftrates what you owe to your Faith, 
not to follow the Example of Gentiles Rites, 
and to Piety not to refcind your Brother’s Sra- 
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LETTER II. 


Auguftus Coefar to the Married Men of 


Rome. [2 Commendation of their Con- 
dition. 


ai, E fmalnefs of your Number in propor- 
tion to the vaft Extent of our City, and 
the abundance of Criminals of the contrary Per- 
fualion gives you a juft Title to my Love, my 
Thanks and my Applaufe, for Singularity of 
Virtue amidft a multitude of Offenders, raifes 
the Value of the Merit, and makes the Perfon 
fo much the more Illuftrious. You only have 
had Regard to my Decrees, you only have ta- 
ken care to replenifh your Country with People, 
therefore to you alone will Pofterity be indebted 
for the Roman Empire’s not being left a Prey 


_ to the next Invader. On your Principle our 


firft Founders made Rome ‘to excel all other 
Nations; for they not only regarded the Virtue 
of its Inhabitants, but likewife their Num- 
ber. A Roman Life falls fhort of the Divine 
only in its-Daration, but you by following this 
Example of your Forefathers, make us to lofe 
the fated Mortality of our Kind, by giving us 
a fort of Eternity in our Children. “Thus with- 
Out doubt you comply wirh the Aim and Intenti- 
on of that Fiv/? and Greatef? Being, who form’d 
us all, and who having divided Mankind into two 
Species Male and Female, gave to each a mutual 
and ardent Defire of Reunion, and moreover 
plefs'd that Union with a Fertility, to which we 
| Owg 
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26 LETTERS of 

| | owe ‘that seagevlen S} in our ‘Rade which Fate 
| has deny’d to our Perfons. Nay if I may build 
if an Argu iment © £ the -excellency of Ma riage, on 
ii | our tradi itional Theology , this State has fed its 
| Charms even for the Til themfelve 5. who ftand- 
ing in no‘need of our'Helps for the perpetuity of 
their Beings, have neverthelefs made ufe of them 
to give a itrong Proof of the Natural Excellence 
| and Pleafure of a Conjugal Propagation. Imita- 
Hy ting therefore thus the Gods and yc : Forefathers, 
‘ll you will receive trom your Potter ty, that Ho- 
| nour and that Deference, you now. pay to: your 
Progenitors,.fince they will have from you’ an 

Empire, with the fame Ornaments your Forefa- 

thers deliver’d it to you. 1 wou’d fain hear from 

thefe Meh sins rien but-a fhadow of a Reafon, 

why If wd not. pronounce Modeft Wife the 

ereate Hf 6 of aikian nane Bleffings, and moft noble of 

our Delires. She is the Safety of that Houfe,whofe 

Affairs fhe adminifters.:She is: the tender and 

fe of your Children. She is the Joy 
dh yout Health, and your Cure and Relief 


in Sicknefsi; the Partner of your Gac . i ortune, 
and. rae yout Bad.. She fooths d breaks 


V7 


the headlong Viol ence of Youth) a ne tempers 
the morofe Aufterity of Old Age. V fa any of- 
fer to perfuade us, that the Produ@tion and Educa- 
tion of Children which are e the very Imag ses Of Out 
Bodies, and Pidlur 25 of our Minds, and in whom 
we fee, as it were, our very felves born again 
anew, attords not a Delight fincere to the laft 
leg Or that ic is no fatisfaction, when we 


O° 


GELSTreE 


| come to obey the Laws of Fate, to fee a Son of 
our own.to o whom we can bequeath thofle Hon 10urs, 
QD = ae + et 
and offe bh 
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flions of our Families, which we receiv ‘d 
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th AN TIENTS, 27 
fome of the private Benefits of a Marryd Life, 
which however are nothing in comparifon of 
thofe, the Public derives from it: to which all 
good Men are accufiom’d to Sacrifice both their 
Interelis and Inclinations. For what can be of 
greater ufe, or mote neceflary,. than ‘to: have the 
Publick fo abound with People, as amply to furffice 
either for manuring the Ground, managing of 
Trade, exercifing, as well, as Improving of Arts 
and Sciences in Peace ; and furnifhing fupplies to 
the Wars in the room of thofe, that fall either for 
the Defence, or Glory of their Country? To this, 
theretore, O Men! (for none but the Marty’ 
can deferve that Name) and Futhers (which I 
Stile you, that P may with Juftice and Pleafure 
fhare my Publick Title with you) you owe the 
Applaufe, the Honours, Dignities and Rewards 
{ have decreed you, and whence you may derive 
no imall Profit, and Advantage’ both for your 
Selves and. your Children. But on the contrary 
the Batchelours (to whom I fhall next defcend) 
as they fondly deviate from the Footfteps of their 
Ancefiors and yours, fo fhall they find a much 
different Fate at my Hands, both in Words and 
Deeds, and this to convince you of the real Pre- 


ference I thall always give you. \ Farewel. 
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LETTER IV, 


i The fase to the Roman Batchelours : Recom- 
| mending Marriage, and decrying Celi- 
bacy. 


| Riting to you I am not only at a Lofs 
a! what Title to give you, but alfo find in 
my {elf different Sentiments from thofe I ufually 
have when I fpeak to Romans. As to the Firft of 
thefe , I cannot think it proper to call you Men, 
fince you give no Proofs of your Manhood, nei- 
ther can I ftile you Citizens, inafmuch as all your 
endeavours ate directly levell’d at the Deftruction 
of the City: Nor can I name you Romans, who 
aim at the abolifhing that very Name. And for 
the Second, whereas till now it has always been 
my Defire to fpeak to full Affemblies of Romans, 
it extreamly grieves me to think that at prefent 
Ym writing to fo many, who withopt Regard 
either to the Providence of the Gods, or Gra- 
titude to the generous Care, their Parents had 
in beftowing Life on them, have admitted a 
Thought fo pernicious, as that of extinguifhing 
a Pofterity committed to their Charge by the very 
Breath they receiv’d from their Progenitors; and 
fo meanly fubjetting their Race to Death after a 
manner fo fatal, as muft immediately fink, ev'n 
the whole Roman Nameand Glory. For confider, 
{ befeech you, fhould your Example pais into a 
Mode, with the reft of Men, what would become 
of the whole Progeny of Mankind ? And reflect 
that by being the Source of this Wickednefs, you 

will 
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will affuredly- be thought guilty of zxiverfal 
Murther : This is the moft you can hope from 
the Succefs of your Folly, for you have Reafon 
to fear, if none fhould (as no reafonable Man 
will) think you worthy of Imitation, the inevi- 
table Cenfure and Deteftation of 2// Men; and 
furely that muft be an unaccountable Principle, 
that if it pleafes deftroys a//, and if not provokes 
the contempt-and Hatred of a// the World. ’Tis 
Punifhment not Pardon we give to Robbers, 
Spoilers of Temples, Murtherers, and fuch like 
hainous Offenders, and this for the Singularity 
of their Pra€tice, againft the univerfal Confent and 
Approbation of the Generality of Mankind. And 
yet Robbery, Sacrilege, Murther, and the reft 
of the horrid Scroll of monftrous Crimes, when 
compard with yours, lofe more, than half their 
Blacknefs. You are guilty of a kind of Parti- 
cide, in refufing that Being to your Children, 
for which the Laws of Nature and Generation 
call loudly on you. You are guilty of Impiety 
towards your Forefathers, in confpiring the Abo- 
lition of their Honours, and their Name. You 
are guilty of Sacrilege by robbing the Immor- 
tal Gods (in fuppreffing the Manifeftation of their 
Power in your Race) of their Vi&tim , moft no- 
ble in it felf} and moft agreeable to them, HU- 
MANE NATURE; and by that one Deed o’re- 
throw all their Temples, and all their Altars, 
and utterly diffolve their Cities, which are com- 
pos’d of Men, and not of empty and defolate 
Buildings. I won’d have you to reflect, O Bat- 
chelors! (if you ever give your felves leave to 
think) whether our great and holy Founder Ro- 
mulus will not have abundant Caufe of Indigna- 
tion againft you, when he fhall put your Refo- 
lutions 
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26 LETTERS of 
| lutions of Coelibacy in balance with his Nativity? 
And what will his Companions in eftablifhing this 
City, think you, report of you above, while the 
| Native Virgins of Rome are neglected by: You, 
il  ‘Phey compell'd thofe of a Foreign Nation to 
afford them that Pofterity, they ow'd to Heav'n, 
and themfelves ? What they bravely fought to 
obtain, you:poorly refufe, tho peaceably ofter’d 
you by Rome. With what Allurance can you 
t ever think of the Noble Curtias, who devoted 
i his Life to preferve the Wives of the Roman Peo- 
/ ple? How can you reflect on Herfilia without 
{hame, who following her Daughter to Rome; here 
anftituted the facred Rites and Duties of Marri- 
age? Remember, that as we made War upon the 
Sabines for our Wives, fo it was thofe ver} 
Wives and their Sabine Mothers, that thrult them- 
{elves betwixt the two contending Nations, 
calm’d their Rage, and kindly compell’d them to 
fheath their Swords, uniting and fixing them 
by folemn Oaths into one Confederate People. 
All thefe holy Tyes, all thefe facred Contracts 
are whatyou endeavour to confound and diffolve : 
But under what fpecious Pretext, and for what 
mighty end I would fain know? Why orily to 
live like the Veftal Virgins. But liften a while, 
I befeech you, If you choofe thofe Virgins for 
the Patterns of your Ccelibacy, you ought like- 
wife to have their Punifhment on the breach of 


<j 


: : 
| your Chaftity. This Pm perfuaded, youll cen- 
{ure as too fevere a Judgment; but you are atthe 
fame time to remember that in defperate Cafes 
like this of ours, the Surgeon doubts not to ap- 
ply his Cauftics, when neceflary to the Cure ‘of 
his Patient, and’ further that it is much againit 
my Will, that I write to you aiter this manner, 

where 
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where the very motive of my Difcourf is the 
Crime 1 object againft you. If what I fay of 
fends you, continue not in that Practice, which 
provokes me to deliver my {elf in. terms fo ditt 


¢ 
f 


agreeable, and be aflur’d that if what I now Write 
gives you any Pain, your A€tions muft of Necef. 
fity give me and all true Romans no lets. But if 
you are really touch d with what [ fay, repent 
and rather be the Objects of my Praife,’ than’ of 
my Keproach, whofe eafie and gentle Nature you 
have long been acquainted with, and to you I ap- 
peal if I have ever omitted any thing that a juft 
Lawgiver ought to have remember’d. ©Nor am 
I the firft that has taken care, that Marriage and 
Procreation of Children fhould not gtow into 
neglett, and difufe ; the Roman Laws were ex- 
treamly cautious of that at the firft Inflitution of 
our Common-wealth ; and I fhould be too tedi- 
ous and impertinent to fum up all the feveral 
Laws, that have been fince made by the Senate 
for the fame end. I have indeed augmented the 
Penalty to the difobedient, and encreas’d the Re- 
watd to thofe who comply’d with the Laws, to 
that degree, that no Virtue befides has fach benef: 
cial motives to engage you to the Propagation 
of your Kind, if all others fhou’d fail. But you, 
unmoved either by Punifhment ‘or Rewards, pre- 
fume ftill to purfue the falfe Track of Life, you 
have long continued in, and live as if you were 
no part of the Common-wealth: It is not, that 
you ate enclin’d to renounce all Commerce with 
Woman kind, but you aflume the {pecious Name 
of Coelibacy, the more freely to indulge and fol- 
low the dicta 


tes of your Lufts ; for tis not Co. 
h 


pulation but the Legality of it, that offends you, 
who prefer the lawlefs and deceitful Embraces of 
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al a Harlot to the fincere Careffes of a modeft and 
A Virtuous Wife. I have endeavour’d to obviate 
all difficulties from what Age and Degree foever, 
AA by allowing Virgins in their Bloom to your Em- 
ty braces, and marrying the Daughters of Freed- 
H| Men to all but the Patrician Order, that if Love 
or any other Profpett fhou’d make fuch Matches 

neceflary they might be juftify’d by Law. You 

that derive your Selves from the old Roman Stock, 

hf and number among your Anceftors, the Valerzy, 
‘i Quinétij and. Fulij, will you leave the City to the 
Ah Poffeffion of the Greeks and Barbarians, or {hall 
| I fet free the Slaves, and call in our Allies to 
fupply us with People, and with that Polterity 

you refufe to beget ? 1 am afham’d, I am afham‘d 

to think of, and much more to be oblig’d to write 

what I do. Put therefore, put an end at length 

to this deftru&tive Madneis, which muft of Ne- 

H ceffity ruin this City, while it damns up all thofe 
Sources of People, that fhould fupply the Pla- 

ces of thofe, whom both the Wars and Difeafes 

daily carry off. I wou’d not have any of you to 

think, that I am not fenfible, that Marriage and 

Children have their Difficulties and Inconvenien- 

cies attending them, but then I: wou’d have you 

likewife to refle€&t, that there isno Good, that we 

covet, but has its mixture of Difquiet, and that 

the moft and greateft of Bezefits are nearly ally’d 

to the moft fenfible and afflicting of Griefs, 

which there is no way of efcaping but by pur- 

fuing no Good at all, fince we can attive at no 

fincere Virtue or Pleafure without a great deal of 

Pain, and Fatigue both in the Purfuir, the At- 

tainment, or Prefervation of them: Thete is no 

neceflity of giving you the detai/ of this; which 

wou'd force me on a Prolixity 1 woud avoid; 

Grant- 
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Granting therefore that Marriage and Children 
bring fome uneafinefles along with them, yet if 
you balance them with the Advantages they af: 
ford, you will find them much more confidera- 
ble both in Number and Neceflity : for befides the 
Benefits that arife from the Thing itfelf, the Re- 
wards I have propos by the Laws (fora very 
fmall.part of which many a Man wou’d venture 
his Life) methinks fhould encline you to be 
won over to an Obedience to them; For it 
wou'd carry the Face of'a peculiar Stupidity, notto 
-be gain’d to the Propagation of your Kind, by a 
Motive for the fake of which others wou’d nor 
{cruple to embrace the greateft Hazards, ev’n of 
their Lives. I thought my felf oblig’d, my Fel- 
low-Citizens (for by this time I’m confident I 
have perfuaded you to retain and preferve the 
Name of Citizens, of Men; of Romans, and the 
Surname of Fathers) 1 thought my felf oblig’d, 
I fay, to expoftulate with you on this Point, and 
that being prevail’d on more by Neceffity, than 
Choice imagin’d you would look on meas anEnemy 
guided by Hatred to your Perfons, but rather as your 
Friend, whofe unfatisfy’d Love will not be con- 
tent till you fhall give it living Copies of your 
Selves in your Off-fpring, that we may together 
with our Wives and Children, approach the Gods 
from our lawful Dwellings replenifh’d with a nu- 
merous Progeny, and all converfe together be- 
{towing equal Benefits on the Public, and re- 
ceiving equal Advantages from it. How can |] 
with Juftice, difcharge that Truft committed 
to me in my Government, if I perpetually fufter 
your Numbers to be diminifh’d ? How can I own 
the Name of Father, if I permit you to 
neglect giving Children to the Public? Where- 
D fore 
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| fore if you wou’d have me to believe that you 
ih do really love me, as you have often pre- 
tended; and that the Title of Father. which you 

have beftow’d on me, was confer’ more out 

| . of Refpe&t than Flattery, apply your felves in 
| earneft to become Husbands and Fathers, that 
ia you may partake of that Name with me, and I 
bear it with Juftice, and without Blufhes. Be 
advifed, and Farewel. 
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Seneca fo Lucilius, diffuading him frou 
it Travelling. , 


R Amble not from Place to Place; for firft, 
&X *cis an Argument of Levity todo fo; nor 
can you ever want Employment, till you find 
no more Errors in your Life, or ceafe to con- 
fider, that the way to fix your Mind is firft to 
fix your Body; and fecondly, nothing fo ef- 
fettually makes a Cure of any Diftemper, as. 
continuing the old Medicines. You fhou’d not 
break your Reft or Retirement, nor renew the 
Remembrance of your Life paft. Suffer your 
Eyes to forget the Muitiplicity of Obje&ts, that 
have entertain’d them; fulter your Ears to be 
acquainted with Words more found and whole- 
hi fom. You can never Travel, but you will meet 
| with fome Obje& or other that will a-new ftir 
up your Defires and Paffions. As he who has 
a mind to cure himfelf of the Paffion of Love, 
fhou’d avoid all the Allurements and Counfels of 
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his Miftrefs, for Love of all things rekindles 
with the moft eafe; fo fhou’d he that has a mind 
to extinguifh thofe Defires which once enflam’d 
him, turn his kyes and Ears abfolutely away from 
things he pretends to forfake. Let him look 
which way he pleafes, he will {till find fome 
preient Keward of what he employs himfelf 
about. There is no Evi/ that does not offer its 
Followers fome Wages, as a Recompence for the 
Iniquity. Avarice propofes Wealth , Luxury 
many and various Pleafures, Ambition Purple 
Robes and Applaufe; and from them, Power, with 
all that Power can effect. Vice folicits you with 
Bribes, while Virtue offers nothing but it felf. 
‘Tis the Work of an Age, to fubdue and reduce 
Vices, confirm’d and grown. ftubborn by a long 
Indulgence: Nor will that fuflice, if we give 
them any Reft and Intervals; all our daily 
Watchings and Application being fcarce able to 
bring any one thing to Perfection. If you will 
take my Advice, confider, and enure your Mind 
to fuch Thoughts , that you may welcome Death 
when-ever it comes; or haften it, if the Necef- 
fity or Convenience of Affairs fo require: For 
there is no material Difference whether Death 
comes to us, or we go toit. Reject that vulgar 
Proverb of every Fool, that ’tis deft to dye one’s 
own Death, You may reflect, That no Man can 
dye before his Time; of which, what you leave, 
#§ no more yours, but anothers. Farewel. 
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Mt | The fame, to the fame: imveighing against 
i the Multiplicity of Books, and the Sophi- 
firy of fome Philofophers. 


i you complain, my Lucilivs, that where 
you are, there is a mighty Scarcity of 

Books. But you fhou’d confider, that it is not 
the Multiplicity, but GoodnefS of that Com- 
modity, which you ought to regard. Perufing 
abundance of Books, “tis true, gives Pleafure, 
but tis a fixt and certain Reading, that attords 
Benefit: For whoever refolves to arrive at any 
particular Place, purfues his Journey thro” one, 
not various Roads; for that woud be not to 
travel, but to wander. You'll fay pethaps, you 
had rathér I fhou’d fend you Books, than Advice. 
1 am ready to fend all I have, and likewiie con- 

vey my Self with them to you, and had I not 
thought your Bufinef$ wou’d be foon finifh’d, I had 

e’er now impos’d this Progrefs on my Old Age; 

nor fhou’d Scy//a or Carybdis, or any other Fabu- 

lous Gulph or Rock have had any Terrors capable 

-to hinder my Voyage. I had fwum to you, if 
need had requir’d, without the help of Shipping 

and fhou'd have thought my Toil futiciently 

recompenc’d, cou’d I but have embrac'd you at 

my Landing, and have been a prefent Judge of 

the Improvement of your Mind. But as for your 

Requeft, that I wou’d fend you Books; it will 

no more perfuade me that you are Eloquent, than 

your fending for my Pitture wou’d make ae 
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think my felf Handfom. I look on thofe De- 
fires , as the Effet of your Friendfhip, not 
Judgment; or at moft, of your Judgment in- 
fluenc’d and impos’d on by your Friendfhip. But 
leaving others to their Merit in Reading, pray 
reflect, That 1am an Enquirer after Truth, and 
but an Enquirer, not Matter of ir, yet one that 
with Obftinacy will perfue it. Eor I have not 
flavifhly follow’d any one Man, nor diftinguifh’d 
my felf by wearing the Badge of any particular 
Title. I pay a mighty Deference to the Judg- 
ment of all Great Men that have wrote; yet 
however, muft be excus’d, if I ftill allow fome- 
what to my own: For even they have made 
no abfolute Difcoveries, but left us room enough 
for Enquiries; tho’ perhaps their Difcoveries had 
been of things more neceffary, if they had not 
vainly amusd themfelves with the Purfuit of 
what was fuperfluous. They trifled away abun- 
dance of Time in cavilling abour Words, and 
curious Difquificions, that might exercife the 
vain Subtilty of their Wir. Firft, we embarafs 
Words with Difficulties, and ambiguous Mean- 
ings; and then {pend our Time to explain them, 
We ought to employ all our Caution, that we 
be not deceiv’d and impos’d upon by. Things, not 
Words. .Why d’ye amufe me with your Diftin- 
Ctions of Words, which no body ever miftook, 
but in the Schools? Things themfelves are apt 
to lead us into Error , thofe therefore we 
ought throughly to examine. We embrace Evil 
for Good. Our prefent Withes contradi& our 
paft ; our Defigns, our Counfels, and our Defires 


| are at War with each other.. How great a Like- 


nefs bears Flattery to Friendfhip? It does not 
only imitate, but exceed and furmount it; we 
D3 hearken 
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‘i hearken to it with both our Ears, and {wallow it 
can) pin oe = it ie down into our very in- 
\k ul ; pleafing by the very wound it gives. 
I) Inf eat me how I {heal be able to diftinguifh jutt- 

ah ly betwixt this fair ¢ only and that bright Original. 
i I receive a plaufible Enemy asa Friend : And Vices 
i {teal upon us under the I Name of Virtues. » Rafh- 
nefs aflumes the Title of Fortitude; Sloth hides 

i it fe f bene ath the fpecious Veil of Moderation 
i and Temperance; and Fear skulks behind the 
nw pa SEM urn And yet if we err in any. of 
| thefe, we err at the expence of a ‘Baeat deal of 


Danger. Seta certain aie diftinguifhing Stamp 
on all thefey that we may evidently know the 
Counterfeit from the Real. But there is no Man 


a Fool, but knows he has not Horns, 
ecling his Forehead, tho you fhou’d 
he fubrilty of your Sophiftry endeavour 
t him he had. Thefe things pleafe 
like the Balls and Cups of a Juggler, in which 
the very deceit atte the delight. The fame 
ay be faid of thofe Tricks of Leger-de-main, 
or I can find out no ae re proper Name to ex- 
prefs your Sopbifms, the Ignorance of which 
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asiage no Man, more tha n their Knowledge bene- 
fits.* But if vou wou'd truly diftinguifh 1 betwixt 


and ; avoid all Am tant vy in Words, ‘teach us this 
Leffon, that he is not happy whom ‘the Vulgar call 
fo, who ighas nds in W ealth, but he whofe hap- 
pinefsis p lac ‘d in his Mit id, lo fey and great, tramp- 
ting on thote things th e toolifh World admires 5 
who fess no Man with whom he wou’d exchange 
his Bigot who yates Man only for thar by 
which he isa Man; who has no other Miftrels, 
or Teacher, than Nature; who condu &s himfelf, 
and his Lite according to her Laws; whom no 


tagce 
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force can rob of his Treafure,; he that can 
turn Evil intoGood; of Judgment firm, unfhaken, 
and intrepid; whom Violence may move, but 
never difturb ; whom the moft fharp and deadly 
Bolts of Fortune may fometimes touch, and 
that but feldom, yet never can wound.: But 
from whom the leffer Shafts that beat down the 
reft of Mankind, drop like Hail from the Houfe- 
tops, diffolving without Damage to thofe that 
dwell within. But why do I dwell fo long on 
this Point, which you your felf call falfe Reafon- 
igg and Sophifity, of which fo many Volumes 
have already been compos’d? When our whole 
Life deceives us , reform that, reduce that to 
Truth , if you are a Man of Penetration. It 
eficems a great many things weceffary, great part 
of which are fuperfiuous, and that which is not 
fo, is of no confequence, not at all conducive ta 
Happinefs. For the Neeeffity of any thing con- 
ers not immediately on it the Quality of Good- 
nefs: for we {hou’d proftitute the Name, fhou’d 
we give it to Bread and other Food, that are 
necefjary to the Support of Life. °Tis true, what 
is good, is neceffary, but it does not therefore 
follow, that what is zeceffary, is good, they 
are not convertible Terms, becaufe fome of the 
moft vile things in Nature are neceflary: But 
no Man can be fo very ignorant of the Dignity 
of Good, as to think any thing perifhable, and 
whole Ufe endures but a Day, can merit that 
Title. What then wou’d you have medo?> Is it 
not better to transfer your Care and Endeavours 
to make it appear to alk Men, that they purfue 
fuperfluous things at the Expence of abundance 
of Time; and that a great part of Mankind pafs 
away their whole Lives, only in providing , and 

| D: 4 heaping 
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i heaping up the Neceflaries and Supports of Life. 
cy Make a Review of: Particulars, and confider the 
ae Whole. -There is no Man’s Life which is not 
i employ’d on to Morrow. If you demand the 
el Evil of that, I muft tell you that the Evil is 
a infinite, for they never live at prefent , their Life 
me isin Poffe not Effe, and the future takes up their 
whole Care for what they will never find a pre: 
Mh fent time to Enjoy, deferring all things to the 
1 time to come. Life in fpight ¢f all oug Atten- 
i tion and Care makes hafte before us ; but‘now we 
| lage in the care of Things of no kin to us, ig fi 
{wiitly by us, and the laft Day coming cloles 
the Scene, and all our mighty Defigns perifh and 
come to nothing. But not to exceed the bounds 
of a Letter, I fhall defer this difpute, and the 
fubtilty of the Dza/efics to another opportunity, 
Farewel. 
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The fame to the fame, Infinuating, that all 
| Ages are alike Wicked , with the natural 
Punifhment of Vice. 


4 7 OU are, my Lwecilim, under a great Miftake 

¥ if you take Luxuty, Immorality, and the 
other Vices, which are ufually by Men of every 
Age objetted to the Times they live in, to be the 
Produét only of our Days. Thofe are the defects 
ef Men, not Times. Nor has there been any 
Age without its Vices; and if we take the Li- 
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berty of cenfuring the Licentioufnefs of any Age, 
I am afham’d to tell you that Vice was never 
more barefac’d and without difguife, than in the 
Time of Cato. Some may perhaps imagine, that 
Money had a great hand in the Decifion of ‘that 
Caufe where C/odius was accus'd of a fecret Adul- 
tery with the Wife of Ce/ar, violating thofe Sa- 
crifices which they pretend to offer for the Safety 
of the People, .fo remov’d from all Mankind that 
the very Piftures of the Men had a Veil drawn 
| 0 em. Money was given the Judges, ’tis true, 
| Bb twas lefS infamous than their exacting, as 
ees er Bribe, or Salary for their Injuftice, the 
| 4; tution of Matrons, and of the young No- 
_ bletneneof Rome. And here the Crime was a lefs 
@fsuilt than acquitting the Offender. And he 
| that was guilty of Adultery diftributed Adulteries 
_ among his Judges; for till he had render’d them 
as criminal as himfelf, he cou’d have no fecurity 
of his Life. Thus was this caufe manag’d, which 
if for nothing elfe, was at leaft confidgzable for 
Cato’s giving Evidence in it. I will give you the 
_ Words of Cicero,becaufe the Matter of Fact feems 
to tranfgrefs the Bounds of Credibility. ‘He fent 
“for them to him, he negotiated, promis’ and 
*brib’d. Butnow! ye gracious Gods! What ex- 
*cefs of Profligate Wickednefs! When fome of 
* the Judges were bought off by the Proftitution 
‘of feveral Matrons, and young Noblemen of 
* Rome. Uhave not leifure to complain of the pe- 
cuniary Bribes. The additional Rewards were 
far more abominable. Wou'd you have the Wifé 
of that fevere and rigid Fellow ? I will procure 
_ her for you. Or wou’d you have the Wife of 
_ that Wealthy Citizen ? I will fecure you the En- 
| joyment of her; and when you have once li 
guy 
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ait suilty of Adultery, condemn it. That beautiful 
mt Girl you doat on fhall melt in your Arms; I pro- 
mife you the happy Night with her without De- 
init lay, you fhall find me exattly punctual to the 
a Minute I appoint. “Tis worfe to diftribute and 
ht procure Adulteries, than to be guilty of ’em_but 
| once ; this is to expofe, that to abufe Mens Wives. 
Thefe Judges of C/odius had demanded and ob- 
| tain’d of the Senate, an A&t of Indemnity to bear 
i them harmlefs, which is only neceflary where 
til they defign to condemn. Which gave oggl@ion 
Ml to Catullus fo wittily to fay, Why was Ms . 


. i 


| nity demanded of us ¢ What that your Monin 
‘ll Bribes fhou’d not be taken from you? But for a 
thefe fefis, the Adulterer had already: evaded 
Punifhment and Bawding evn in the Court, andy 
iH efcap’d his Condemnation with more Wickednefs 
| and Infamy than he had deferv’d it. Canyou ima- 
ine that there can be any thing more corrupt and 
npandon’d than thefe, whom neither Religion, 
nor Law.cou’d reftrain ? Who in that very Court 
f Judicature, which was conven’d out of the 
Ordinary courfe by an A& or Decree of the Se- 
nate, committed z more heinous Crime, than that 
for which they were thus fummon’d to a Tryal of. 
| The Caufe and. End of the Tryal was to decide 
whether any Man might be fafe after he had been 
guilty of Adultery? And by the Tryal it appear’d 
that he cou’d not be fate but by Adultery. And 
this Infamy a€ted in the very midft of Pompey and 
Cafar, of Cicero and Cato; of Cato who had fuch 
an awe on the People, that they wou’d not fufter 
themfelves before him to demand the Rites of 
Flora, perform’d by naked Whores!’ Do you be- 
lieve the Eyes of the People of that Age were 
more challte and fevere, than their Judiciary 
) Sentences, 2 
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Sentences? Thefe things have been done and wil] 
be done again: For the Licentioufnefs§ of a City 
may fometimes by the feverity of Difcipline, and 
Fear be reftrain’d, but never of its own accord. 
You have therefore no Reafon to think that new 
Luft has a greater dominion, than Law. Our 
Youth are much more modeft than theirs, for 
the Guilty deny’d his Adultery to the Judges, 
while the Judges confefsd’ theirs to the Accus’d. 
When Adulteries were the price of Abfolving the 
Adulterer, when Clodius is favour’d for the fake 
of thofe very Crimes, which made him an Offen- 
det, and to ingratiate himfelf with the Judges, 
acts them ev’n while his Caufe is pleading before 
them. _Cou’d any Man believe, that he who 
fhou’d have been condemn’d for one Crime could 
be acquitted by multiplying the Offence, All 
Ages can furnifh us with Codi, but few with 
Cato’s. We eafily flide down to Vice corrupted 
by Company and Example, nay Vice infinuates it 
felf even in Solitude, without either Company or 
Example; for we go to it not only down-Hill, 
but down a Precipice. And that which makes 
moft Men incorrigible is, that tho’ the Errors of all 
Arts and Faculties give the Artifts a thame and 
trouble, yet the Errors of Life produce a plea- 
fure to the Sinner. The Pilot finds no Joy in the 
Wreck of his Ship, nor does the Phyfician rejoice 
at the Death of his Patient, nor the Lawyer in 
the lofs of his Clients Caufe. But on the other 
hand, all the guilty find a pleafure in offending. 
This Man is pleas’d with Adultery, and the dif: 
ficulties he meets with in accomplifhing his de- 
fires whets, nay gives life to his endeavours, 
Another is pleas'd with Theft and Circumventing, 
nor is he diffarisfy’d with the Crime, till the 
i . | Fate, 
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Fate that attends it alarms him. This ’tis true 
is the effect of an ill Cuftom and Habit. But 
to thew you there,is a fenfe of Good in Mens 
Minds tho’ never fo depravd, and that that 
Good is not fo unknown as negletted ,- is 
prov’d by all Mens difguifing and diffembling 
their Vices; for tho’ they have met with a 
lucky Event, yet they make ufe of the Benefit 
of the Sin, and conceal the Crime. But a 
good Confcience loves the Light , and covets 
to ftand the Scrutiny of Mens Enquiries 
while Wickednefs is affraid ev’n in its Refuge, 
Obfcurity. The very Shades that hide it give 
it a fear of Difcovery. Epicurus therefore has 
well obferv’d, that the Guilty may happen to 
conceal their Crimes, but can never have a 
confidence evn in that Concealment. Or if 
you will render it better, thus; The Criminals 
have no Advantage from the Concealment of 
their Offences, becaufe if they have the means 
to conceal them, they have no truft in thofe 
Means: Which is, that the Wicked may be 
fafe , but can never think themfelves {fe- 
cure. I can’t believe this has any Oppofition 
to our Set; becaufe the firft and greateft pu- 
nifhment of the Offender is to have been guil- 
ty; nor is there any Sin, however deck’d, 
adorn’d and defended by the Gift of Fortune 
that efcapes its Punifhment, becanfe Wicked- 
nefS finds that even in it felf. . And. yet thefe 
are perfu'd with a Second. Punifhment, and 
that is always fearing, to be apprehenfive and 
miftruftful of their Security. I difagree with 
Epicurus where he fays, that there is nothing 
Juft by Nature, and that we are to avoid 
Crimes, becaufe we cannot avoid Fear. But 
in 
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in this we agree, that evil Deeds are perpetu- 
ally fcourg’d by the Confcience , and that its 
ereateft Torment is that continual Fear and 
Solicitude, that haunts, preffes on and lafhes 
it, that cannot confide in the Sureties of it, 
Security. And this is the Argument of Epicu- 
yus, that we have by Nature an Abhorrence 
of Sin, becaufe no Man evn in the higheft 
Safety is void of Fear ; Fortune delivers many 
from Punifhment, but None from Fear. The 
reafon is, becaufe we have fix’d in us an Aver- 
fion to what Nature Condemns; and hence it 
proceeds that the Guilty can have no Confi- 
dence in their Concealment ev’n while they are 
Conceal’d, becaufe Confcience accufes and ex- 
pofes them to themfelves. Timidity is proper 
to the Guilty; for we were in but an ill 
condition, from thofe Criminals that efcape the 
Eye of the Judge, the Edge of the Law, 
and the Punifhments eftablifh’d, if Nature had 
not fix’d a weighty and prefent Revenge, and 
that Fear fought not the Seat of Execution. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER VII 


The fame, to the fame, exclaiming agaist 
a Fondnefs of Life. 


WHere’s not a Day, my Laci/iws, nor even an 

Hour, but demonftrates to us what Nothings 
we are; and by fome frefh Argument admonifhes 
thofe that have forgot their own Frailty, when 
it obliges them to turn their kyes towards Déath, 
who wou'd ftretch their Thoughts forward to 
Eternity. Perhaps you'll ask, what | aim at by 
this folemn Beginning. You were acquainted 
with Senecio Cornelius, a Roman Knight, magni+ 
ficent and friendly. He had from {mall Begin- 
nings, advanced himfelf to a Figure in the World, 
and having gaind that Point, had an eafy 
sreenfword Way to whatever elfe he had a mind ° 
to perfue, for Dignity admits an eafier Encreafe, 
than Beginning: Money too, whena Man is 
juft creeping out of Poverty, makes but flow 
Advances. But Sevecio, even in Obfcurity, was Ma- 
fter of no {mall Wealth, which he rais’d by two 
very efficacious Means, that is, the Arts of Get- 
ting and Saving; either of which is fufficient to 
make any Man Rich. This frugal parfimonious 
Gentleman, who was not lefs careful of his 
Body than Eftate, coming, as he us‘d to do, to 
fee me inthe Morning; and after he had the 
whole Day, and part of the Night fat with his 
Sick Friend, whofe Life was almoft defpair’d of, 
and juft made a hearty Supper, was fuddenly 
{natch’d away by hafty and unforefeen Death. 
He 
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He, whofe Induftry had omitted no kind of Gain 


| that Sea and Land cou’d fupply, was fnatch’d 


away, even in the midft of his Profperity, and 
in a full Tide of his Howing Money. 


Now plant your Trees, and range your fpringing 
Vines. 


How fond and filly a thing is it then to burthen 
our felves with fupererogatory Care and Difpo- 
fition of our coming Life; which never may be 
ours, while we have not the Command of to 
Morrow! Oh ! How great a Madnefs is it, to bufy 
our felves with diftant Hopes? PIL buy, I'll build, 
Pll put out my Money , Tl exa&, PI arrive 
at Honours and Dignities; and then ina full 
and good Old Age, fit me down and enjoy them. 
Believe me, even the Fortunate have nothing 
certain, for Happinefs it felf ftands ona very 
flippery Bottom. No Man in Reafon ought to 
promife himfclf any thing that is tocome; for 
even what we hold, flips through our Grafp like 
Water ; and this Margin, this Brink of the World 
we ftand on, Chance often undermines, and fends 
us headlong to the dark Regions of Death. 
Time rolls about by a certain, but ob{cure Law; 
and what Advantage have I, that what is to me 
uncertain, is fure and fixt to Nature? We propofe 
to our felves long Sea-Voyages, and after much 
Travel to different and foreign Coafts, a late 
Return to our own Country; we propofeé the 
dlow and remote Glories and Rewards of War, the 
future Advantages of Governments, and the Re- 
turns of our Good Offices hereafter, when Death 
all the while ftands clofe by our fide; which ° be- 
caule we give not our felves time to refleSt on, we 
forget 
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forget as foon as the firft Surprize is over, the 
Examples we meet with of the Mortality of 
others. But what can be more foolifh, than to 
be furpriz’d at an Event of one Day, which may 
happen every Day. Every Man has his {tated 
and fixt End of Life, but no Man knows how 
neat he is to it. We ought therefore fo to conduct 
our felves, and regulate our Minds, as if that 
Laft Hour were now at hand. Let us avoid all 
manner of Delays, and every Day even our Ac- 
counts with Life. One of the greateft Defetts 
of Life is, that tis never compleat, but fome 
part of it is {till behind. Whoever fhall fuppote 
the prefent always the laft Day of his Life, will 
never find his Time lye on his hands, or ftand 
in need of more than that Day affords: For out 
of this Want of Time fprings Fear, and that 
Avarice of the Future, that gnaws and devours 
the Mind. No Condition is more unhappy, 
a Doubt of what is to come, and whither 
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of how much of Life remains, and what kind 
of Face that Remnant will bear, is tofs’d and 
rack’d with an inexpreflible Concern and Appre- 
henfion. The way to avoid this Toffing, thefe 
tumbling tumultuous Waves; is to collet Life 
into it felf, and to pare away all that fwells it 
above the Compafs of a Day; for he is ever in - 
Sufpenfe about the future, who is unfuccefstul 
at the prefent. But when a Man confiders he 
has already receiv’d all that is his Due; and 
when. the Mind is confirm’d in it felf, it knows 
that there is no Difference betwixt a Day, and 
an Age; but looks down on all Things and Days 
that are to come, and reflects on their Series and 
Courfe of Time, with no {mall Laughter : ae 
how 
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how can the Variety, and fickle Viciffitudes of 


Chance give you any Trouble, if you are ftedfaft 
in the midft of Uncertainty > Make hafte there- 
fore , my Luci/ius , make hafte to live; and 
imagine, that every Day is a New Life. That 
Man muft reft in a happy and wife Security, who 
thus brings himfelf to believe, that he ev’ry Day 
enjoys his whole Life. Whoever lives on Hopes, 
lofes: his prefent Time; while Avarice, and the 
moft wretched Source of all Evil, the Fear of 
Death, fucceeds, Hence fprafg that bafe and mn- 
manly With of Mecenas, who refus’d not the 
Decrepidnefs of extream Old Age, Deformity, nor 
fharpeft Racks themfelves; fo that he might inthe 
midit of thefe be fuffer’d to prolong his Life. 


Give me trembling Hands and Feet, 
Knees at diflance, Toes that meet ; 
Build a Mountain on my Back, 

Give me ratling Teeth that ake; 
Give. what Malice elfe can give, 

All 7s well, if I but hve: 

Give but Life, I nothing lofe ; 

Ewn on a Crofs, I Life woud choofe. 


He wifh’d for things, that muft have made him 
moft miferable if he had obtain’d them; and 
bege’d Life, evn by prolonging his Punifiment. 
He muft be a moft contemptible’ Wretch fire, 
that cou’d defire to live upon the Gallows, 
“ But, fays he, take, take away my Strength, 
“ my Force, my Vigour, provided you let me 
breath , tho’ in a broken and ufelets Body. 
Mifhape me, if you pleafe, into any Mon- 
{trous Form, let but this Monfter have more 
Time added to his Infamy: Pierce my Hands, 
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« and fix me ona Crofs,  fenlible of all Pain; 
“ provided Life but continue, Is it fo valuable 
a thing then, to bear upon his Wounds, to fup- 
ort the Weight of his extended Body , if he 
can but delay, "and put farther off, that which 
of all Evils is. certainly infinitely the belt, the 
End of Punifhment? Is the meer having ‘Life 
Motion, a thing of that ineftimable Value, 
as to outweigh all thefe nconveniences , all 
thefe Miferies ? What coud any Man wifh to 
a Wretch in thefe miterable C “ircumftances, but 
propitious Gods, and a fpeedy Pat age 2? What 
cai that Infamy of thofe i:ffeminate Verfes mean ? 
Whar t thoic wretched Conditions of Agreement of 
a Mad-Man’s Fear? What fo bafe and mean a Begs 
life > Wout dant Man believe this Perfon 
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had been acquainted with, much lefs read Virgil; 
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Is then to dye, an Evil thought fo great¢ 


He begs the utmoft of Miferies, and defires Life to 
be contit wd, and fu posted | by thofe very things, 
which it is the laft, and mott infupportable Shock 
to undergo. But for what Benefit, what Advan- 
tage? Only to live longer in the Perfe&tion of 
Wretchednefs. But what is the Life he fecks, 
but to be long a a dying. Cou’d one imagine any 
Man cou’d be found, that fhou’d prefer a long, 
a lingting and piecemeal Death to a {peedy one, 
a Death ‘all at once ? Yes, there is One, who. 
amidii fo many. Cauies to defire Death , ‘woud 
prolong his Life, ev’n on the Gibbet, opprefe'd 
with fo many Torments. Deny now that Death 
is a Benefit of Nature; for there are thole who 
wou'd make yet a more infamous Bargain for Lifes 


they woud betray their Friends, proltitute their 
Wives, 


,0Q 


under all this Guilt. 


of all Fondnefs of Life, and 
| is no Difference in the Time of Suffering, what 
you muft once undergo. 

well, than long. Farewel. 
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| The fame, to the fame; defcribing the Villa 
of Scipio Africanus ; 
Comparifon between the Luxury of Nero's 
Lime, and the Manners of Scipio's. 


i] Write to you now from the Villa of Scipio 
Africanus, where I at prefent am, and have 
worfhip’d his Manes, and his Altar; both which 
_ Trefpect as the Monuments of fo great a Man. I 
am perfuaded his Soul is return’d to Heaven, 
whence firit it came: 
Leader of great Armies, ( for the mad Camby/es 
was the fame, and even fuccefsful in all his 
Rafhnefs) but for his vaft Moderation, his Tem- 
| perance, his Piety, more confpicuous and admi- 
| rable in his leaving , than defending his Country. 
| There was a Neceffity, that either Liberty or 
| Scipio fhou’d quit Rome. “ I will not (fays he) 
derogate from the Laws and Conftitution of 
~ my Country ; let the Laws and Rights of Rome 
~ be open and free to all her Citizens; 
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| Wives, their Children, or commit any other 
moft abominable Crime, to lengthen their Lives 
You muft diveft your felf 
tm, that there 


Defire rather to live 
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i ‘| * then, O my Country! Enjoy thou the Benefit 
tn * T have brought thee, without me: As I have 
i given thee Liberty, fo will I be the Example 
HN © and Proof of thy having it. If Iam grown 
at “ too Great for thy Satety, for thy Service I de- 
"0 % part from thee. How can | butadmire fuch 4 
| Grandeur of Mind? To eafe Rome of her Fears, 
ci and remove her Dangers, he went into a volun- 
| tary Exile. Affairs were then in that Pofture, that 
al either Scipio mult injure Liberty,or Liberty Scipio, 

| neither of which being fitting and juft, he gave 
| way to the’ Laws, “and retird to Liternum ; 
il thinking his Banifhment as neceflary to the 
AN Conimonwealth, as thacof Hazaibal. 1 furvey’d 
| this Via, builc with fquare Stone, and furrounded 
| witha Wall; I view’d the Groves and Towers, 
‘I planred and erected on each fide, a capacious, 

Ciftern and Bafin for Water,was below the Houfe 
and Gardens, large enough to fupply a whole Ar- 
my; next a {mall Bath, and that fome thing dusky; 
for our Anceftors thought a Bath con’d never be 
warm and light. It was a very fenfible Pleafure, 
co’confider the Manners of Sezpio with ours. In 
this little Hole, this Corner, did that Terror of 
Carthage, he to whom alone Rome ow’'d her not 
being taken a fecond time, wafh and retrefh him: 
felf, after he had been tird with his Country- 
Toils,; for he us’d the Country-Exercifes, and 
Plough’d his Ground himfelf, as the Antients 
were wont to do. Beneath this hdmble Roof he 
Rood, and this plain unartful Floor fupported 
him. Who 'now'in our Days, wou'd endure fo 
mean a Bath? Every Man now thinks himfelf 
poor, if the Walls of his Bath fhine not with 
Harge Orbs’ of Precious Srones’; unlefs the 
1 aia ) | Alexan: 


, 
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Alexandrian Marble be embofs’d, crufted o’er, 
and vary’d with Nzmidian Borderings; unlefg 
‘they are coverd all over with Mofaic Works 
if the .vaulred Roof be not all befet with 
Looking-Glafs;  unlefS the Tbufian Stone, fors 
merly fo rare; and only to be found in fome 
particular Temple, or Public Building, line 

the Ciftern, into which he defcends after 
his Sweating, without Soul or Life, if the 

Water pours not on him from Silver-Conduits: 
Ifpeak only now of the Pipes and Baths of the 

Vulgar; but what fhall I fay, when I come to 

thofe of the Freed-Men? How many. Sta- 
‘ties are there? How many Rows of Pillars 
fupporting no Weight, but plac’d there meerly 
for the fake of the Expenee and Ornament? 
_How many Cafcades of Water, that. tumble 
/with broken Murmurs down feveral Steps or 

Falls: We are arriv’d to that Degree of Luxury, 

that we difdain to tread on any thing, but 

Gemms and Precious Stones. . The obfcure Light 
enters thefe: Baths of Scipio, by littke Chinks 
| rather than Windows, made in the Stone-Wall, 

fo as not to weaken the Building: But now 
they eall thofe Baths Beetles-Nefts,; that are not 
built fo open, as on all fides to admit the Sun 

in its Meridian-altitudes , at Windows fpacious as 
‘Magnificent; unlefs from. their Seats they can 
| furvey the Fields and Seas. The New In- 
ventions of Luxury , throw the, Old into the 
Number of things antiquated and out of fafhion. 
Formerly there were but a few Baths, and thofe 
plain, and without Ornament. For why fhowd 
thofe things affect Ornament which were. in- 
- vented: for common Ufe, and not for Pleafure? The 
E 2 Antients 
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Antients had no Water pour’d on them, nor frefh 
running Streams, as if they role from hot Springs. 
Nor did they think it of any Confequence , in 
what Water they made themfelves clean. But, 
you cannot imagin with what Pleafure I enter’d 
thefe obfcure Baths, ceil’d over witha vulgar Plai- 
firing ; and which you muft know; was temper’d 
by the Hands of Cato, Fabius Maximus, or one 
of the Corzelii, in their Aidilfhips : For tormerly, 
the Edi/s of the greateft Quality perform’d that 
Office, by entring thofe Places of Public Re- 
ception of the»People; and examining the 
Water, that it was -of a ufeful and’ wholefom 
‘Femperature ; not fo hot as this Modern. Inven- 
tion makes it ,. where there is no difference 
between the Heat of the Baths, and that of a 
boiling Furnace. And now it wou’d, to a tea- 
fonable Man feem a Punifhment, to wafh a con- 
demn’d Criminal.in. How rude: and unpolifh’d 
will fome of our Times think Scipio, that “he 
let not the Day into his Sweating-Room by large 
Windows; that he was not boil’d inthe Eye of 
the Sun, and had not a Profpe€&t round him, 
while -he fate fweating in his Bath?” Alas! 
poor Soul, he knew not how to live! He was 
not wafh’d in. purif'd Water; nay when it rain’d, 
perhaps in what was muddy. Nor indeed had 
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ich reafon) to be concern’d how he was 


waflid; ince he eame thither to cleanfe himfelf 
after his Toils, and rinfe off the Sweat, not 


ah 
intments. 1 envy not Sczpio, wou’d fome of us 
ays ne °was truly an Exile, who was bath’d 
er fo wretched a manner: but°*much more 


\ 
wou'd they fay, if they ‘knew that hesbath’d not 


v 


every Day: For if.we believe thofe that have 
tran{- 
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tranfmitted down to us the Cuftoms and Man.- 
ners of our Anceftors, they wath’d only their 
Legs and Arms every Day, which by Labour 
had contracted Dirt, but their whole Bodies 
only evety Ninth or Market-Day. Here per- 
haps fome may reflect , that. they were ex- 
tream nafty, and without the help of Perfumes, 
Ointments, and Sweet-Waters , muft needs 
{mell rank of the Camp, the Field, or 
meer Man. But after thefe neat beautilyd 
Baths were invented, Men had mote ingrate- 
ful, as well as unnatural Scents about them ; 
which Horace, deferibing a Fop and Effemi- 
nate Fellow, hints at, when he fays, 


Paftillos Rufillus olet, Gorgoniws Hircum. 


Of Goats Gorgonim ftinks, Rufil/us of Pet- 
fumes. 


If T have renew’d too many Melancholy Thoughts 
in you, by what I have faid concerning the 
degenerate Luxury of our Age, you mutt attri- 
bute it to the Ville of Scipio, where now | am. 
Farewel. 
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Lhe fame to the fame, concerning his Four- 
ney from Baie to Naples, with its con- 
equences. 


Eturning from Baie to Naples, I eafily to 
R avoid the Sea, beliv’d that the Seafon and 
Storms forbid our Voyage, and yet the Roads 
were fo dirty all the Way, that I might very well 
be faid to have gone by Water. All that Day [I 
was oblig’d to undergo the Wreftlers Fate, firft to 
be anointed with the Dirt, and then be {prinkl'd 
with Duit in the Neopolitan hollow Way ; than 
which Prifon nothing fure can be longer or more 
dark ; but were there any Avenues for the Light, 
certainly the very Duft wou’d deprive the Travel- 
ler of it, which being troublefome enough in an 
open Koad, what think you muft it be there, 
where it has no way of driving with the Wind, 


“but rolls round. in Circles on thofe who raife irc 2 


We the fame Day and in the fame Road, under- 
went contrary Misfortunes, that is both the Dirt 
and the Duft. Yet this very DarknefS offer'd me 
fone Matter of Thought. I found my Mind 
ffook in a particular manner, and a Change with- 
in me without any mixture of Fear, proceeding 
irom the Novelty and FilthinefS of the- Place. 
What U fay now I fpeak not of my felf} whoam 
lo far from Perfetion, that I approach not near 
that of a Man of moderate Excellence, but of 
One over whom Fortune can claim no Sovereign. 
ty; for fuch 4 Man fhall change his Colour, and 

| have 


te Ua Y\ 2ele 4 ek SS 


the ANTIYENTS. 67 
have his Mind affetted with an involuntary Con- 
cern. For there are fome things, my Lucilius, 
that no Virtue can avoid ; Nature puts him in 
Mind of its Mortality. You may find Grief in 
his Countenance, Fright at fuddain and unexpett- 
ed Accidents and Palenefs if he caft but his Eyes 
down a. Precipice of vaft profundity. Nor is 
this Fear but a Natural effect, that cannot be 
vanquifh’d by Reafon. By the fame Rule there 
are fome of the higheft Bravery, who are ready 
and forward to let out their own Blood, that can: 
not fee that of another. Some faint at the hand- 
ling a frefh Wound, and fome at the digefted 
Matter of one which is old. Some can receive 
a Sword in them with more eafe than behold it. 
I found therefore, as | was faying, a Change not 
Concern within my felf in the midft of this dark 
and difmal Paflage, as well as an unbidden and 
fuddain Alacrity at the return of the Light, 
which led me to the refleftion of the Vanity of 
fearing one thing more than. another, when the 
fame is the End of all things. For what figni- 
fies it to the Sentinel, whether he be crufh’d to 
Pieces by the fall of a Mountain or that of a 
Tower? Nothing atall. Yet are there many Men 
that have a dread of one, and not the leaft of the 
other, tho’ equally Mertal. So that Fear re- 
gards more the Eificient, than the Effect. Now 
perhaps you'll think I mean the Stozes, who fan- 
cy that the Soul of a Man that 3 crufh’d to death 
by a great Weight, can’t pafs out together, but is 
diffipated into. feveral Particles for want of a 
free Exit. Thofe who are of this Opinion feem 
to me in an Error: For as the Flame cannot be 
opprefs'd and crufh’d, for it flies round the 
Weight that preffes it, as the Air is not hurt nor 


cut 


se 
(anos Ag pab be ME el Es 


- 5 = 
fo a be 


[ys 


Be eee Se 
ips Nie 


t 
Ade 


PRA GOR = Al) 
6 wil Whi 


ae merme 
# , GITAM LD: Neate 
Le, hig Dit aa Py Yee 


o- 
ites 


Ne ae 


Pie tas 


WV ine SOQ . WN 
PAH YO 80S Leo FEED 


= TNC ai 


if 


* NT 4 a cere eee ANE greeny: Takes . my ORLA ish CEE Sar tied 7 SG) 
FAS LEW ELSE LOO MLE TENT MG EOE ES 2S ELA GN 


58 LETTERS of 

eut in two by the Blow, but rolls round the 
thing again that drives it, thus the Mind com- 
pos’d of the fineft and molt fubtil Particles, can- 


not be taken hold of, or fqueez’d in the Body, 


but by the benefit of its Subtilty breaks through 
thofe very things that prefs on it. As the Light 
when ftretcht and fhining fartheft can retire thro 
the leaft crevife, fo the Soul, that is much more 
thin and refin’d than Fire, can pafs away. through 
all parts: of the Body. Therefore our Enquiry’ 
ought to be,-Whether this fubtil Being be im- 
mortal:or not ? This you may hold for a cer- 
tainty, that if it furvive the Body, it can in no 
wife for that Reafon perifh, by what it then did 
not ; becaufe there is no Conditional Immortali- 


ty, ner is there any thing hurtful Erernally. 
Parewel. 


BOERNE 


LETTER XL. 


The fame to the fame, giving Directions 


about the Choice of, and Duty to our 
Friends. 


4 7,0OU tell me you have writ to me by your 

| Friend, and prefently caution me not to 
{peak freely of all your Affairs to him, becaufe 
you your fel’ never do: So that in the very fame 
Letter you have call’d him and deny’d him to be 
your Friend. Therefore I find you gave him the 
Appellation firft as a Word of courfe, a ufual 
Civility; as we call our Jury-Men good Men and 
true, 
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true, and falute every Man whofe Name and 
Quality we know not, with Sir. But no more 
of this. If you have a Friend that you ‘are 
upon your Guard with, or have more Referves 
for, than for your felf; you are guilty of the 
ereateft Error in the World, nor are you acquaint: 
ed with the Nature of true Friendfhip. A Man 
of Butinefs, who is wholly taken up, and befieg’d 
with his own Affairs, ean have no greater mis- 
fortune than to think, any Man his Friend, for 
whom he has no Friendfhip : But let me advife 
you to communicate all things to your Friend. 
But firft of him. After you have contracted a 
Friendfhip you fhou’d not confide, before you 
fhou’d judge. For that is a very prepofterous 
and ridiculous method, when Men contrary to 
the Precepts of Theopbraftus, never confult their 
Friends Judgment before his Intimacy, and when 
after it he has recourfe to it he repents. | Weigh 
well with your felf; and confider long and through- 
ly the Merits and Qualities of the Man before 
you make him your Friend ; buc when you have 
found him Worthy, throw off all Referves, admit 
_ him wholly into your Bofom, and be as free with 
him as with your felf. Live fo that you may 
have nothing to confide to your Friend, but what 
you might with fafety truft to your Enemy. 
But fince every Man has fome Affairs, which cu- 
{tom makes Secrets, fhare all your Cares, all your 
Thoughts with your Friend. Nor to miftruft him 
is to have no caufe of Miftruft; for Confidence 
being deceiv’d have taught the fufpected to be 
falfe, and given them by fufpicion a Right to de- 


produces Fidelity ; for many Men by their fear of 


ceive. Why fhou’d we therefore, fet a guard on 
our Tongues in the prefence of our Friend ? Or 
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why fhou’d I not believe my felf alone and only 
by my felfwhen none is by but my Friend ? There 
are a fort of Men, who tell every one: they meet 


what only their Friend fhou’d know, and unload 


themfelves of every thing that troubles them to 
any one that will give them the hearing ; others 
on the contrary are fo tenacious of what they 
efteem a Secret, that they will not entruft any 
Man with it tho never fo intimate and dear to 
them; nay as I may fay, if they cou’d poffibly 
avoid it, wou’d not confide it even to themfelves: 
But neither of thefe are worthy Imitation: For 
the fault isas great to truft none as to truftall : 
Tho this I think the more generous Error, that 
the more fafe. Thus thofe who are never at reft 
and thofe who are never in Action are equally re- 
prehenfible, for that love of Tumult and Hurry, 
is not Induftry, but the bufie a€tion or roving of 
a diftemper’d Mind; nor is that Reft or Sedate- 
nefs which thinksall Motion Pain, buta nervelefs 
Diffolution and a languid Sloth. Fix therefore 
in your Mind this Sentence of Pomponius, 
“* Some have fo entirely withdrawn themfelves 
“into Shades and Retirement, that they think 
“every thing the Light beholds tumultuous; 
“but Attion and Reft are to be mingled to- 
“ gether; and Action muft fucceed Reft, and 
“ Reft Action. Confult Nature, and you'll find 
fhe has taught you by pointing to the Day, and. 
the Night, which diverfity fhe has made for thy 
Example. Farewel. 


LETTER 
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The fame to the fame; of Life, and the 
| true Value and Menfuration of it. 


T Found not that Juftice and Equity in your 
Letter about the Death of Metronaites the 
Philofopher, which us’d to abound in You, to all 
Perfons, and in all Things, except in this, where 
indeed all Men fail. I have known many juft 
to Men, none to the Gods. We daily chide our 
Fate, complaining that this Man is f{natch’d away, 
before he has run half his Courfe; that another 
is fuffer’d to live too long; that Old Age, that 
is burthenfom to it felf and others, ‘fhou’d 
be of fo long a Duration, &c. Which, think 
you, is moft requifice and juft, that you fhou’d 
obey Nature, or Nature you? What fignifies 
it to you, how foon you go that Journey, which 
you mult once go? We are not to be foli- 
citous of long Life, but that we may live while 
we live. The Duration of Life we owe to Fate, 
the Ufe of it to our own Minds. Life is long, 
if it be compleat; and it is compleat, when the 
Mind is Matter of it felf, and renders its own 
Good to it. What Advantage has Fourfcore 
Years been to him, who has thrown them away 
in a flothful Stupidity ! He can’t be faid to have 
lived, but to have loiter’d, or faunter’d about in 
Life, mor that his Death was late, but long. 
He liv’d , you fay, Fourfcore Years, and yet 
there’s not a Day of thofe Years, from whence 
you may not begin to reckon his Death. Here’s 
another who is~ taken away in an early and 

| | unripe. 
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unripe Age; but has perform’d the Duty of a 
good Citizen, a good Friend, and a good Son. 
He was active in all Particulars, deficient in 


none; fo that tho’ he was notold, his Lite was 


perfect and compleat. The other, you fay lived 
Fourfcore Years; that is, he had a Being Four- 
{core Years; which is more properly phras’d; 
unlefs you wou'd fay, he liv’d as Trees do. | 
beg you, my Lwcilius, to meafure your Life by 
Action, not Years. Shall I thew you the Dif- 
ference betwixt this Drone, over whofe Head fo 
many ufelefs Years have pais‘, and the vigorous 
robuft Contemner of Fortune, that has pafsd 
thro’ all the Stages, and perform’d all the Duties 
of Life? This laft furvives his Death, the for- 
mer dies even before it. That Man therefore is 
worthy our Praife and Imitation, who makes.a 
juft Ute of thofe Days, be they never fo few, 
which Nature and Fortune have lent him. For 
he faw things in a true Light, he was not one 
of the Vulgar, and truly lived with Vigour ; 
fometimes in the Sun-fhine of Profperity, fome- 
times under the Clouds of Malicious Fortune. 
To what purpofe fhou’d you ask how many Years 
he liv’'d, fince he liv’d to Pofterity, he leap’d 
over the oblivious Gulph of Death, and deliver’d 
himfelf to a perpetual Memory. Conclude not 
from hence, that I wou'd retufe the Acceffion 
of more Years to my Life: I only urge, That if 
they are cut fhorter, there has been no Time 
wanting to a Happy Life: For I conduct not my 
felf by a View of the utmoit Day which ava- 
ricious Hope woud promife me; but I have al- 
ways look’d on the prefent Hour to be my laft. To 
what Purpofe do you ask me when I was Born? 
I can’t be reckon’d: among the Young, I have 
had 


Wh OS Saree sett NN Se HM GLO 


th ANTIENTS. 63 


had my Time already. As a little Man may. be 
perfect as a larger, fo may a fhort Life be 
compleat asa longer. Age is what depends on 
things without me; for how long I live, depends 
on fomething joreign; but how long I am a 
Good Man, depends on my felf alone. J woud 
not pafs my Days in an inglorious and. vulgar 
Obfcurity : I wou’d be ative in Life, walk 
through its Path and Mazes, not be carry’d. 
You ask me, What is the greateft Extent of the 
Life of Man? I anfwer, To live to arrive at 
Wifdom; and whoever reaches that , has at- 
tain’d the greateit, if not longeft Point of Life. 
He may with Affurance boaft, and give the Gods 
Thanks ; and attribute his Being in fome meafure 
to himfelt, and Nature, as well as them. This 
he may jultly do, becaufe he has improv’d that 
Life they gave him, and return’d it better than 
he receiv’d it; having left behind him an Exam- 
ple of a Good Man, and given fufficient Proofs of 
his good Qualities and Excellence : In fo much, 
that if Fate had thought fir to have added any 
more Years to his Life, they had affuredly been 
of a Piece with the former. While we live, we 
enjoy our Thoughts and Contemplations on all 
things. We know from whence the principal, 
and fupreme Nature raifes it felf; how he dif- 
pofes the Oeconomy of the World, by what 
Viciffitudes and Changes renews the Year, how 
he has fhuc up all Things that ever had a Being, 
and made Himfelf his own End and Aim. We 
Know the Srars move by their own proper Im- 
pulfe, that nothing but the Earth is fix'd and 
motionlefs, and that all things elfe run round 
with a continu’d Velocity. We know how the 
Sun prefles the Moon, and why the flower 
Motion 
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Motion leaves behind it the more nimble ; as likes 
wife how it receives and lofes its Light: What 
Caufe brings Night upon us, and afterwards te- 
flores the Day. Thither we muft go, where we 
can have a much nearer View of all thefe things. 
Nor does this Hope, fays this Wife-Man, give 
me greater. Courage to depart this Life, becaufe 
i think Death opens the Road to come to my 
Gods: I defire to be admitted, and I am already 
among them; for I have fent my Soul and Mind 
to them, as they have done theirs to me. But 
fuppofe that after Life nothing at all remains 
of Man, that his Soul dies with his Body; 1 
have the fame Courage and undaunted Spirit, 
even if Death were to put an entire End to my 
whole Being. He liv’d not fo long as he might 
by the Courfe of Nature, yet was his Lite like 
a fthort but curious Poem, full of Matter and 
Inftru€tion; while fome Mens long Lives are 
like the voluminous Annals of Tamujfius, tedious 
and contemptible; abounding with Words, but 
defe&tive of Matter. Do you think him that 
dies on the laft Day of his Office, more happy 
than him that is cut off in the middle of it? 
The Space of our going before our Fellows, is 
but fhort ; for Death drives his Triumphant 
Chariot over all; and he that dies to day, follows 
but him that dy’d yefterday. *Tis but a Trifle 
we make all this ado about: For what fignifies 
it, how long you avoid that, which you cannot 
always avoid? Farewel. | 


LETTER 


LET TER. Xi. 


The fame, to the fame; about Ingratitude, 
the Duty of Obliging Mex, the Nature 
and Duty of Gratitude, and Returns for 
Benefits. | 


47 OU complain, you have met with an 

ungrateful Man; if this be the firft time, 
you are exceedingly oblig’d either to Fortune, 
your own Care, or Caution. Yet Diligence and 
Warinefs in things*of this Nature avail nothing, 
unlefs it be to pervert your Virtue, and advance 
your Avarice: For to avoid this Danger, you 
muft do no Service to any body, and fo, that 
your Benefits may not perifh in another’s, you 
let them do fo in your own Hands. °Tis better 
they fhou’d have no grateful Returns, than be not 
at all beftow’d. Tho’ the Harveft be bad, the Huf 
bandman fows again; and oftentimes the Ferti- 
lity of one Year, pays him for the Loffes of 
many. To find out one Grateful Man, is worth the 
trying of many ungrateful. No Manis fo fure and 
mifallible in diftributing his Favours, but that he 
will be often deceiv'd : We wander, thar we may 
at laft find a Place tofixon. We venture to Sea 
again, tho’ we have already been fhipwreck’d; 
nor does the Ufurer leave off putting out his 
Money, for one Broken Debtor. Life wov’d 
foon degenerate into Sloth, if we fhou’d avoid 
every thing that does not pleafe us. And ’tis 
my Opinion, that this Difappointment fhou’d 
heighten our Bounty; For we ought to. make 
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many Peps eriments, whofe Events are uncertain, 
for one fuccefStul Enquiry. Bur of this, | have 
treated at ial rge, in my Book of BENEEITS. 
TD think | Dughe rather to inquire here, what is 


ee ¥ 


No 


not. rhere ciently difcuis’d G3 and that iS, 
pea who injures us ifverwards, 


our Uh} izations for former Favours; nay 


Whether or 


C2NCEIS 


make it. that the injury he has done extremely 
exceeds the Be nefits he beltow’d. If you require 
the jatt See a a fevere Judge, ue will 
acquit one tor the fake of the other 5 and will 
ho’ the Injury. be the greater, yet 
to the Benet: What the Injury 

to be laid to the Priority- of the 

ich again, weemult inquire, how 

lig'd, and how much againit his 

d...yo La, becaufe Benefits and 

s well as injuries, are more to be 

latention, than Etteét. Sempps 

he Favour was gianted unwillingly , either out 


Hope , or. the [mportunity of the 
The atccurns of Benefits, are in the fame 
hey were 8 d; and they are not 
by their Quantity, but the Quality of 
the Intention that beftow’d them. But removing 
all this Unc. -ainty 5 that was a real Benefit, and all 
‘this: thac exceeds He Benefit, is an Injury : 

But a Good Man will cir cumfcribe himéelf’ in 

nor take in all 


WHS Atsir 
bilwciul OG 


thefe Mattets, all the Latitude that 
perhaps Jultice will allow; he will add to the 
B neh, and leffen the Injury. But were 1 a 
more moderate Judge, as I wou'd be, I fhon’d 
remember the Benetit ° and. forget the Injury, 
This at leaft is agreeable to Juftice, to give every 


Oc his due Thanks to the Benefit, and a like 
Injury to the ls njurys; or at leait , Ll: will ; . But 


this 
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this will only hold, when the Benefit is done by 
one, and the Injury by another; for the Injur 
of a Benefactor, is to be loftinthe Benefit: For 
whomfoever we ought to forgive without any 
previous Merit, we certainly ought by a much 
fironger Tye, more than barely to pare rdon for an 
Injury. But I give not each its due Value: I havea 
far preater Regard to a Benefit, than an In- 
jury. All Men do not know how to return z 
Obligation; That ony belongs to the Wife: For 
tho’ a Fool may,while yet the Benefit is frefh, aim 
at fome ee of Return; yet will he 
either in the Proportion, Time, or Place. A 


= 


Wife Man will examin all things with himiclf, 
the Magnitude’ of the Benefit, the Perfon thar 
beltow’d it, the Time , the Pace the Manner. 


We deny therefore that 2 but a Wife Man, can 
either make a il {t Return to, or beftow a Benefit; 
C he t = “xX “ ax7} af }h > 1% By 
for he is more pleas "4 with what he gives, 
nek Maeve tet SN Ly eet oe a oe 
than another with what he receives. Jhis,to 


fome, may feem a Paradox; and they may ask 
me, Whether or no any knows bow to be grateful, 


but 2 Wife Man ¢ ‘That is as much as to fa 

Whether none: elfe knows how to aniwer a Debr 
to his Creditor, or pay for what he abe To 
avoid the Reflexion, I affirm no more than 
what EAiies ys has done before me 
trodorus exprefly has it, [bat aW 
knows bow to be grateful - The | 
prize and Wonder may follow the Alicrtion, 
Lbhat none but a Wife Man can love, or ve a 
Friend. But Ga cipite e, and paying Mutual Be- 
nefits, is a part of Love and Friendfhip; nay 
the Duty of Gratitude reaches more than either 
Love ot true Friendfhip. Thus too will they 

wonder to hear, That Fa 
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put in none but a Wife Man: For can he 
ey | have any Faith or Fidelity, who is ignorant in 

| ‘the very Laws of Gratitude? Let them there- 
fore no more accufe us of boafting things beyond 
Credibility, and know, that the Vulgar have 
only the Images and Shadows of Honour, while 
| Wife Men atone poffefs its Subftance. Tho’ 
i | none but a Wife Man knows the Laws of Gra- 
A) | titude, yet let the Ignorant, to the beft of their 
ibe | Knowledge, be grateful; and let them rather 
Be if want the Knowledge, than the Will; for the 
iy 


=e est, 


| latter cannot be either acquird or learn’d. The 
i | Wife Man will compare all things with each 


other; for the fame Benefit is improv or lef- 
{en’d, in reference to its Time, Caufe and Place. 
It may happen, that Twenty Pounds given oppor- 
i tunely, may be more beneficial than as many 
ie Hundreds at another time: For there is a great 
deal in it, whether you have given as a Prefent, 
or fupply’d your Friend in time of Trouble and 
Neceflity. The Confequences of a Gift, are 
often vaftly more confiderable than the Gift it 
felf. But to avoid being thrown on what we 
have already fufficiently examin’ds in this De- 
cifion, betwixt an Injury and a Beneftt, a Good 
Man will confider the Equity of the Caufe, and 
yet will incline more to the Benefit than the 
injury. The Perfon alfo , in things of this Na- 
ture, is of no fmall Confequence; fog perhaps 
you have oblig’d me in my Servant, but injur'd 
me in my Father; you have preferyd my Son, 
Yi) yet depriv’d me of a Parent. After this manner 
i he will purfue all the juft Means and Heads of 
| Diftin&tion in this Affair; and if the Difference 
be not great, he will fink it, nay where the 
| Injury exceeds, if it can be remitted without 


| offend- 
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Offending either Faith, Religion, or Piety, lie 
will doit, The Sum of the Mattet is, he'll be 
eafy in balancing the Account, and {till adjudge 
the hardeft Parcto himfelf; likewife be extremely 
unwilling to acquit himfelf of a Benéfit, by 
oppofing it to an Injury. To this he'll incline 
fo far, as to wifh ‘that Gratitude was die, 
and accordingly defire to fhew it: For that 
Man is in a great Error, who is mote pleasd 
toreceive, than return a Favour. By how mucli 
more joytully we pay than borrow, with fo much 
greater Pleafire fhowd we difcharge the 
Debt of a Benefit, than receive a greater Obliga- 
tion. In this alfo are the Ungratetul deceiv’d, 
who think they fhou’d pay Extorfion to thei? 
Creditors , but no Intereft to their Benefactors: 
Yet the Delay of the Repayment, incréafes the 
Debt; arid thé longer it be before you pay, thé 
greater will be the Sum you muft pay. He is 
Ungrateful, that returns a Favour without Ufury s 
which ought to fall into the Confideration; 
when we compare our Receipts and Expences: 
We fhou’d do all things, that cow’d prove and 


advance our Gratitude. This is our own propet 


Good; not like Juftice reaching to others, ac: 
cording to the Vulgar Opinion, for thé ereateft 
art of it returns to it félf. INo Man ever did 
SeWice to another, but he therein ferv’d himielf 
I mean not here, that his Benefit begets anothet 
to himfelf, by Example; bit becaufe all Vitrue 
has a Reward in it felf; for Virtue is not mers 
cenary, and prattisd for Gain. The Reward of 
a Good Aétion, is the doing it: I am grateful; 
not to provoke Benefits from others, by their 
being Witnefles of my Gratitude for paft Fa: 
yours; but that | may have the Pleafure of 
F 3 doitig 
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doing le an and eel shtful Action. Iam grate- 
ful, hot ecaufe ’ris advant ageous, but pleafing. 
And to ‘know the Tr ith of this, | wou’d with 
Satistaction pafs through Infamy to Honour, if 
I cou’d not be Bratel ful to my Benefactor with- 
out being in fome fort injurious to another Per- 
fon. I think no Man can give a greater Proof of 
his Le | to Virtue; none is*more its Devoto, 
than he,. that rather. than offend his Confcience, 
will forego the Character of an Honeft Man. 
For this Keafon, I fay, you are grateful more for 
your own fake , than’ another’s. To receive 
what you have beftow’d is a vulgar, and every- 
day’s Advantage ; but to be grateful, brings you 


a great al ind uncommon HappinefS , proceeding 
from a moft Divine Ste te of Mind: For if 
Malice and Vice make a Man miferable, Virtue 
muft needs render him happy. ‘To be grateful, 
isa V ibe and you have by a common Means 


purchas d- 1e Satisfaction of conftious Gratitude; 


w O1 nly Place in a Fortunate and Divine 
S. On vite contraty, whoever is Ungrateful, 
is ible; 1 fay not he will be fo, but is ¢t- 
feftually: Let us therefore for no body’s {ake 
but our own, avoid being Ungrateful. Very little 
of our Vices reaches others, the sreateft and 
ite Se ious Part goes alone with us; and as 
Attalusus’d to fay, Vice and] Mali ice pour thegreatelt 
Part obtheinl Poifon on themfelves. The Poifon Ser- 
pents produce,remains innoxious to themfelves,and 
is not like this, which moft affiGs them that breed 


it. The Ungrateful Man tortures and racks himfelf, 
he hates and extenuates the Benefits beftow’d 
on him, becaufe they muft be recurn’d; but 
heightens and magn ifies his Injuries. And what 
can.be more iiferable, than one who fi orgets, a 

]= 
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Obligations, and always remembers the Wrongs 
done him > Wifdom, on the contrary, beautities 
adorns and raifes every Benefit it receives, it, re- 
commends it to it fel f, and delights daily in the 
Remembrance of ir. An ii) Man has but one and 
that a fhort Pleaft ure, Ww itch is the Mon 
wherein he is oblie’d. while the Wife Min ex- 
traéts from Benefits a long and permanent Delight 
for his Satistaction coniifts not in receiving 
Favour, but that he has re ceiv'd one; which is 
tenew'd evety Day, and never dies. He conternns 
S 
¢ 


pokes 


thofe that Injure him, and not thro’ Remifinefs 
but- voluntarily forget s, them. He makes not 
things worle than they are, nor hunts out parti- 
culars to lay Accidents to their Charge, but chufes 
rather to lay the etrors of Mankind on Fortune. 
He gives no detracting Interpretations either to 
Words or Count enances, ever conftruing all Ac 
dents the mott favourable way he can; he 
he renders them lefs obnoxious, nor has he a be 
ter Memory for Injuries, than Benefits : he holds 
ciate faft as to that which is be elt, nor is 
he apt to change and ees his M 
thofe who deferve well at his hands, uniefs ma 
ill turns are repeated, Bi at the fame time 
that he diflembles it, he plain y fees the Difpro- 
portion and Difference ; and then it is that tho 
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the Injury be greater, than ee Benefit, yet it 
leaves him on the fame Bottom with the Bene- 
fa&tor; as he was before he had °d the Be- 


nefit: For when the Injury is 
Benefit, there {till are fome Renan . 
Will in his Mind. As the Guil y is Seca 
when the Votes are even, and as hi ity 21 
the moft favourable Conftructi yn to any thing 
that bears a doubtful Face ; foa Wife Man when 
EF 4 the 
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| 72 LET TERS. of 
{i the Good deeds are equall’d by the Ill, ceafes it: 
& deed to owe any thing to the Benefa€tor, but does 
| | not do fo to defire, that he may yet be indebted to 
| him. But no body can be grateful, that does not 
contemn all thofe things, whence the vulgar de- 
rive thelr Madnefs. The Duties of Gratitude 
are not fo eafie, as fome may imagine for thofe 
i | fubje€t you to Exile, Death, Poverty, nay the 
Heh | | Extinétion of your good Name, by fubjeéting it to 
a | the malice of evil Fame. Men are too apt to 

| think nothing fo dear as a Benefit till receiv d, 
i and nothing fo light and trivial when once ob- 
Hh tain'd: ‘The Avarice of new Favours, deftroys the 
| Remembrance of thofe that are paft. Men are 
| diverted from Truth, by Wealth, Honors, Power, 
P| and thofe other things, which tho’ vile enough in 
f their own Natures, are yet efteem’d valuable by 
common Opinion. We know not how to judge of 
things, we fhou’d weigh by the Nature of them, 
and not by Vulgar Reputation. There is nothing 
in thefe Magnificent and Great enough to attract 
our Minds and Affections, only we are accuftom’d 
| to admire them, for we give them our Praife, not 
eS becaufe they are worthy Objeéts of our Defires, 
but we defire them becaufe they are generally 
extoll’d, and as the Public Error is made up out 
of the Error of Particulars, fo reciprocally are 
particulars ted aftray by the Public Miftakes, 
i But if in that let us alfo in this believe the com- 
: mon Vogue, that there is nothing more Honoura- 
ble and Noble than a grateful Man. In this all 
Nations, all Cities, even the Barbarians agree ; 
in this both Good and Evil are of the fame Mind. 
ei Tho Men are of fuch different Tempers, that 
ys one prefers Pleafure, another Labour, fome think 
Pain an evil, others think it none, fome efteem 
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Riches their fupream Good, and others declaim 
again{t them as the Bane of Humane Life; in 
the midft of this oppofition, they are all unani- 
mous thata gratetul Return ought to be made for 
a Favour receiv’d, and all this difagreeing Multi- 
tude in this are of the fame Mind, at the fame 
time, that we fo commonly return Injuries for 
Obligations. °Tis fometimes a motive of Ingra- 
titude when the Benefit is above a Return. And 
the Madnefs is come to that extravagance, that 
tis extreamly dangerous to do a Man any confide- 
table Service: For becaufe *tis bafe not to return 
a Favour, he will not fuppofe any one to whom 
a Return is due. Keep what youhave receiv’; I 
require no Return. Suffer a Man to do good with 
fafety. There is no Hate fo pernicious, as to be 
afham’d of having violated a Benefit. Farewel. 


LETTER XIV. 


Symachus to Aufonius; a Complemental 
Letter. . 


ea Letter that found me at Capua, gave me 
in your Eloquence a Joy fincere; it hada 
pleafing Gayety fweeten’d with the Honey of 
Cicero, and was not fo much a true, as a friendly 
commendation of my Difcourfe and Language. 
I am therefore in fufpence which to admire moft, 
the Ornaments of your Tongue, or thofe of your 
Mind; for you fo far exceed all in Eloquence, that 
no Man prefumes to write without fear, and con- 
cern; However your Approbation of what I do 
com- 
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compels me to break Silence. Shou’d I faymoge 
I fhou’d feem to confpire with you, to claw one 
vey another, and rather to imitate than : appa what 
| you ie e faid, Since you do nothing oftentati- 
We | oufly, I ought to be cautious left I piaife thofe 
Ph) things as s acquir'd, which are indeed the genuine 
ww ae advantages of your Mind. But I defire you to be- 
ae | lieve a certain Truth, that there is no Man alive 
ih) | whom I prefer or love above you, you have fo 
| bound me by. an honourable Friendfhip. Your 
condemning i é as the Betrayer of your Book, 
feems to make you g guilty ofa Modefty too great, 
and almoft criminal; for a Man 1 may with more 
el eafe hold burning Coals in his Mouth, than keep 
| a Book of Beauty and Value a Secret, yet when 
| once you have let it pafs from yout Hands, 
it you have licens d it to aan out into the Public. 
ie You can be under no Apprehenfion that the poifon 


ee 
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of an emulous Reader thou J infect and confume 
your Book. Y ou alone have ow’d nothing to ‘the 
Favour of your} Reader, or loft any y Bra ife by his En- 
vy; both the Good aa | Bad j join in your Praifes. 
Banifh therefore your needlets Apreehas fion, and 
indulge your Pen that ic m: ay often be in my 
_ power thus to betray you. Inicribe my Name to 
fome dot trinal or - arn’d Piece of inftructive 
Poetry, and try if ] can keep the Secret; which 
tho I wifh I a vd dare are not promile todo. I am 
well enough acquainted with the itching defirea 
Man has to commu inicate and publifh what he 
approves himfelf; for he that can deliver another 
Man’ s Words with Beauty and Grace, has a fore 
of Avarice for a Par tner in his Praife. Thus the 
Poets in our Comedies have the firft, and fa- 
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pream Praife, but Rofcius, Ambictus, and the other 
Players are not withou ut J Applaufe. I beg you 
there- 
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therefore to facrifice your leifure Hours to fome 
fuch undertaking, and fupport my Fafting and 
hungry Appetite with more of your C “ompofitions. 
But if fecure from all Boatts your felf, you fear 
my Garrulity, be fure you keep my ’ Counfel 
throughly, that 1 may fa fely pretend what you 
write to be mine. Farewel. 


Ls 


ee Pere RXV. 


Aufonius's Anfwer : being 20 lefs Cone 


Have now experience of the fweetnefs, and 
1 


i agreeablenefS of Diiconrfe, and how Toothing 
and perfuafive Eloquence can si : tor vou have al- 

moft perfuaded me that my Letters which tound 
you at Capua were not abi sured rough, and un- 
polifh’d. But that held no longer than while I 


read your Letter, the Witchery of whofe Charms 


lead me where they | pleafe, and make me to fan- 
cy wonders in what 1 write in {pight of my own 


_ hoodwink’d Judgment to the contrary: But I no 


fooner lay afide your Letrer and ask my felf the 
Queftion, but I find the Cup fill’d with Aloes, 
whofe Brim was rub’d only with Honev. This 
I often do by taking up and laying afide your 
Epiftle. This affords me a Delight not unlike a 
Painted Cloud, that 1S {> no longer, than I fee 
it, and like the Came/ion 1 change my Colour 
with the next Objeft thar comes in View. My 
Judgment is one way influencd by what you 
write, and another by the con ifcioufnefs of my 
own 
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46 LETTERS of 
own Defects. Have you aflurance enough té 
honour me with thofe Praifes, which none but 
the moft Eloquent can challenge? Will you who 
have arriv’d at Perfe€tion beyond all Corre@tion 
and Improvement, thus take notice of my poor 
Abilities ? There is {carce one to be found Matter 
of any PerfeCtions, which compar’d with yours 
are not vile and mean. You who have made fuch 
Approaches to the Politenefs and Beauty of H/op, 
the wife Conclufions of Sceraies, the Arguments 
of Demofthenes, the Abundance of Tully and the 
Propriety of Virgil? Who has affe&ted any of 
thefe with that Grace and Perfe€tion as you, who 
comprehend and are Matter of them all ; for what 
are you Sir but a perfett and abfolute Colle&tion 
of the Excellence, and knowledge of all genetous 
Arts ? As extravagant as thefe Encomiums look, 
I have no Apprehenfions, my Son and Lord 
Symachus, that they fhould feem faid of you with 
greater Kindnefs than Truth. You have had ex- 
perience of my Judgment of you by permitting 
the difparity of my Age to be no Obftacle to our 
Converfation, in which you have fhew’d your 
felt an old Soldier, in your very Apprenticefhip, 
as I may call it; and I in my old Age have rez 
turn’d to my Novicefhip. When I was with you, 
you always found me {peak Truth concerning you, 
therefore I hope you will not believe I woud 
feed you in my Abfence with a fabulous Excomium, 
whom you have found when we were together in 
Converfation, which expofes the Face, and hides 
the Mind, love more than a Father or a Friend ot 
any thing that has yet a dearer Name. But to 
pais from this to what follows ; how cou’d you 
with fo much Affectation defire me to fend you 
fome dottrinal and inftruGtive piece of Posty? 
Shall 
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Shall I pretend to teach and inftru&t you, who if I 
were young enough ought to learn my felf? Or 
{hall I pretend to affect and move you, that 
are fo Sprightly and Spirituous? By a parity of 
Reafon | might exhort the Mufes to fing, the 
Seas to flow, the Air to refrefh, the Fire to 
warm; and fo be a fuperfluous Prompter to any 
thing elfe that Nature of its own accord produces, 
‘Tis enough for me that one of my Books being 
publifh’d, to my forrow, is fal’n at leaft into the 
Hands of my Friend: For if irhad not, you wou’d 
not have been able to perfyade me that I cou’d 
pleafe. Thus far I anfwer your’s, and for what re- 
mains | fhall be brief, my Letter being already 
toolong, If you have a mind to enquire about 
me, I fend Fulienus atfamiliar Friend of our Fa- 
mily to you, and at the fame time defire you 
when you have heard the Caufe of his coming, 
you woud affift him in what you have already 
favour'd him. Farewei. 
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LETTER XVI. 


Phalaris the Tyrant of Agrigentum to Demo- 
teles, a Scholar that had defired him to 
ceafe froue bis Tyranny, 


“TW Here is not any thing fo wide as the Senfe of 

a Man in bufinefs, and of one in a Cloytfter ; 
“tis upon this account, Demote/es, your Letters are 
{o diverting to me, and that I allow of their Free- 
dom. It pleafes me to read your refin’d Notions 
and honeft Miftakes : But your laft furpris’d me 
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78 ET T ERS of 
a little, and gave me a melancholly Delight 5 for 


vol thac never was a Tyrant advile one that is 


fo, to lay down his Nabitiiy , without confider- 
p 


“ine that to sive up fich a Power is infinitel 
ing y 


more dangerous than to get it. We fhou’d think 
of Tyranny as we woud OT our Being 3 and aS no 
one, if it were poffible for him to forefve the 
troubles and calamities Ene Bilin Lite, woud 
defire ae be born; neither woud an Ambitious 
pris vate Man, if he knew the miferies of Tyr ranny, 
defire to be < yrant fhe Demoteles, “tis my 
Opini On, that not to be born is better than to be 
born and live all ones Life a private Man, rather 
than a Tyrant. If therefore you had given me 
oe Aap | Gee pay Mi thefe im ite } t el o d 
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“em, you had eafily extinguifh’d my Impatience 
for ruling ; but now 1 am a Tyrant, and. from 
the neceflity of my Affairs: am become obnoxious 
to many Dangers, to tor! ake my felf now, nei- 


ther’a Man nora 1 fhou’d perfyade me. I 
1 too well acqu: te with the Temper of my 
id k ye as foon as I fhou’d {trip my 
Defences, how miferably I fhou’d 
have no Friends but what I hire, 
- not lay afide; for Souldiers (the 
ate will either be for us, or 
Demoteles, how unfortunate 
‘iolence (the life of Armies) 


are the only Pri efervers of my quiet! “Tis not 
evcty, Bg dy tha it Providence will punith in fo extra- 
a Manner, as to make him a Tyrant. 


oS 


Ordit nar 
ce of the Leantines has aim’d at it 


lve Yeats; the People too feem fitted 
for Slaves and mott of the Cl chief Minifters “are 
in the Conip' racy, . yet Heaven has preferv'd 
him from a | Mifery fo great, and he is like 
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the ANTIENTS, 79 
to die much happier than. he wifhes himfelf£ 
Farewel. 


LE PD BR Xvi 


Phalaris to the Poetafter Ariftolochus, con- 
cerning his comparing himfelf with the 
femons Poet Stefichorus, and fetting up 
for Wit and Courage. 


F my pardoning Stefichorws has mov'd you to 
write Tragedies againft me, as if I wou’d be 
Kind to all Poets, you are extreamly miftaken, for 
| Lam not fond of every Poet indifferently but of 
| good ones ; nor of all Enemies but of generous 
ones : But you, Ari/folochus, that.area bad Poet 

and a Coward, have yet the Vanity for Bravery 

and Wit, to fet your felf on the level with Sze/- 
chorus! You fhall know ina very fhort time, I 
promife you, what difference there is between 

you and him ; not becaufe you write againft me, 
Ariftolocbus ! | were the ‘pooreft fpirited of Men 

if your Writings cou’d difturb me; but being, as 

you are, fuch a Poet and fuch an Adverfary, you 
{hou’d think you merited the fame Reward with 
Stefichorus. I hear you a€t too in your own 
Plays, and always chufefor your felf a Conquer- 

ing Part, to have a fafe opportunity of fhewing 

your Courage as well as your Wir; and that 

you avoid being of the Part that is to be beaten, 

| as much as if your Enemy were not fictitious, 
| and are affraid that Infamy will follow even the 
| Imitation of Cowardice, Thus one wou'd think 
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he cou’d never want Sence nor Bravery that pafs’d 
his whole Life in writing and fighting! Yet is 
this Paradox very clear ; that 4Arz/fo/ochus woud 
not write if he had any Wit, nor fight ifhe had 
any Courage. Farewel. 
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Phalaris #2 Adamantus, axother Poetafter, jo- 
cularly deriding a Difference he had with 
his Patron, | 


y Am told a Difpute has lately happen’d between 
_ you and your Patron, which was the greater 
Rogue. It began it feems about the Wit. that is. 
between you; which however flight an occafion, 
yet when once you were rob'd of that, neither of 
you cared a Kufh for being honeft. He began 
with calling your Mufe a Proftitute, and you flung 
him with anfwering that She was not your Wife 
too: Which is the only piece of Wit he ever had 
from you without paying for. He added that 
you had been Caned by every one that knew you 
but him, and you kept to your Text and told him, 
that his Wife was not the only Proftitute in his 
Family, and tho’ fhe had been common to Coach- 
men and-Porters, yet all People agreed that the 
moft infamous a€tion of her Life was marrying 
him. Upon this, Adamantus, the Caufe was given 
asainft you, but I am of Opinion you are 
wrong’d; and tho he may: bea greater Rafcal than 
all the reft of the World, yet am I fully perfuad- 
ed, neither he nor any one elfe is comparable to 
you. Farewel. LE Ts 
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choofe rather the Hiffes than Huzza’s of the 
Rabble; for their Hate, is ev’n fooner extinguifh’d 
than provok’d, nor is it generally very fatal while 
ic is yet in aflame. But an Opinion of their Love 
and good Will produces Exile, Death, Profcrip- 
tions, or at’ leaft Evils not a jot lefs intolerable. 
By the Greateft Fupiter, Hegefippus, | freely de- 
clare my Mind to you, the Rabble are always 
Rafh, Wild, Idle, Variable, Covetous of Novel- 
ties, Uncertain, Treacherous, Fraudulent, and in 
a Word of no. Value or Ufe, eafie to Applaud 
and Condemn, prompt to, Anger, and {wift to 
Praife: By this thofe perifh who in the Admini- 
{tration of the Public endeavour to pleafe the 
People. Yet fome Men are fo very Mad, and fo 
born away witha blind Impetuofity, as to huntaf- 
ter chefe empty Honours and Applaufes deftru€tive 
to the applauded, that the Mifer is not fonder of 
his Gold, the Father of his Son, the Bridegroom 
of his Bride, nor the Warrior of the Ofmpic 
Prizes. And indeed the People’s Applaule ought 
to bea Pain to our Friends, and a Satisfaction to 
our Enemies. To you therefore, the Relations of 
Ciifthenes, 1 recommend the Confolation of his 
Sorrows, if they exceed, for the common Cala- 
mities of Life, and to diffuade him from ever 
repeating the fame Errors, if Fortune fhou’d 
once again put it into his Power. Farewel. 


LETTER 


the ANTIENTS. 


LETTER Xx, 


Phalaris to the Poet Stefichorus, to defre 
him to write an Elegy, on the deceas'd Wife 


of Nicocles of Syracute. 


47 OU cannot certainly be ignorant that Nico- 

cles of Syracufe (whofe Quality and Fami- 
ly Stefichorus muf{t needs be acquainted with) is 
catty’d away with a moft immoderate Grief’, for 
thie lofs of his Wifedoubly endear’d to hirn, both 
asa Wife, and a Daughter of his Sifter by the 
Mother. This made him; when he underftood 
the Correfpondence you and I held, to fend his 
Brother C/eonicus to me to bez my Mediation with 
you, to celebrate her in your Verfes. Indeed, if 
we may credit the Syracufian Accounts of this 
Lady, fhe highly merits your Song, for her in- 
credible Modefty and Chaftity, befides her other 
Virtues. And tho’ a Poet ought to be extreamly 
Cautious in praifing any One of our Age, left it 
fhou'd feem to make the facred Art low and ve- 
nal, yet cannot I fuffer here a denyal: For Pha/a- 
vis when he asks a Favour of Stefichorus ought 
not to meet a Kepulfe; not that I challenge it as 
due toany Obligation receiv’d trom me, but as 4 
Proof of that KindnefS you have often protefs'd 
to me: Beftow therefore a Favour worthy your 
Wit, with fuch a readinefS as may double ir, 
which in my Friend I thall accept as done to 
my Self. I fhall only add what is neceffary for 
you to know about C/earifte. She is by birth of 
Syracufe, the Daughter of Eclecratida, Sifter of 
Nicocles, and his Wife. She marry’d at Sixteen 
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LETTERS of 
a) LETTER XXill. 


Phalaris to the Leontines, demanding Lyci- 
nus of them to fave their City. 


'F you have any zeal, or defire to put an’end to 
| this War, “farret nder Lyciaus to me, that {pend- 
ing all my Rage and Indignation on him, your 
City may efcape my Refer itment. For his Pu- 
| niinment fhall not exceed what I’m inform’d 
ny | moit of you defire he fhou’d have. Farewel. 
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: LETTER .XxXV, 
Phalaris to Zeuxippus 5 @ threatuing Letter. 


— Pardon your Son in confideration of his Youth, 
Au and you in Regard of your Age, tho’ neither 
fa of bye have any pretence to Forgivenefs; but if 

Si serfift in your Rafhnefs, neither his Youth 
nor your Age fhall deliver ye from Punifhment ; 
nay it fhall be augmented in proportion to that 
motive that prevail ‘d on me to pardon you. 
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Up hs BAS BR XXV. 


| Phalaris (2 Evenus, coxcerning his faving 
bis Son as a _Pumifrment. 


bs 


“ 


4 ~N t the uae your Son I adjudg’d him to 
/ Death, for the Injuries he had done my 
Admirals; 
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the ANTIENTS. 84 | ii ) 
Admirals , but finding that immediate Deata Ie 
woud be an eafe to your Sorrows, I have chang’d tik 

1 5 2 on oO vit 
his Sentence, and condemn’d him to Life, 
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LET TER, XXVI. Ly 
To Lacritus oz the Death of his Sox. ni 


HE Grief your Son’s Death gives you, is truly 
worthy Compaffion; ev’n I that am not much 


B | 


touch’d at Lofles that cannot be help’d, yer pity Hi 
you fincerely; for I can fee no Benefit arife to i 
thofe who give themfelves up to an immoderate 
forrow in Misfortunes, But you have many Mo- i 
tives of Alleviation inhis Death: Firft he fell de- 
fending his Country, next the Fates enobl’d his 
Death by Vi€tory, then his Life was fully’d with 
no Vices, and his Death concluded all-his paft 
Virtues with a greater.. There is no fmall doubt 
whether a good Man can exchange this Life for 
a worfe; for Fortune has certainly a greater 
fhare in Human events, than either Will or Judg- 
ment. But he that dies without Kepr 

is fix’t in the nobleft and moft happy Station of 
Glory... Refle&t that you have receiv’d from hirr 
Returns anfwerable to your begetting and breed- 
ing him up, while he perfever’d in the Paths of 
Virtue even to his lateft Hour. Do him this fu- 
ftice, that fo you may bear his Lofs with more 
Moderation, Tarewel, 
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petting ; wherefore | advife you, eet you 

iid injure me, C n .kKe CHES. 
1at fo you may firft be tormented with the Ex 
petiation, and afterwards with the Punifhment. a 
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LETTER XxXIX. i 


Phalaris to Steficl erning his. ill ch 
alaris to Stefichorus , concerning his. ill Va 

Policy in being his Enemy, &c. i 

Am inform’d your Reflections 

4 and what you have done nr me, enctea 

your Apprel let priz'd you had d 

t Attempts upon By 


no thoughts ) 

ne, when you pretended to ea Himera.trom 
an un] juft Tyranny. You imagin’d, I fuppofe, that 

the Proje€ts you laid down to the Himerians he. 
were feafible. If therefore you like a wife Man VE 
contemn Death, whence comes now your Con- i 
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cern, when you may genero’ ufly undergo that 
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90 LETTERS of 


the Mufes delight in, unforc'd,to more troublefome 
Bufinefs than a Poet defires. But fince your Am- 
bition has tranfported you from a Poet toa Statef- 

i man, you muft expect not the Rewards either of 

A | « Poet or Mufician, but of a pretending Medler 

Mm in Government, who aims at things above his » 

i | Capacity. Farewel. 
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LETTER XxXx. 


mt | Stefichorus to Phalaris, z anfwer to the fore- 
i going Letter , juftifying fome part of bis 

| Condud, and accufing Copron, a Scoundrel 
Poetafter, of the reft. Alfo proving a Poet to 
be the beft Statefman. 
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A S wife a Prince, and as Jealous a Tyrant as 
A Fame has reported vou,your Intelligence con- 
B id cerning me has deceiv’d you in two particulars. 
me | | Firft as to my Fears at the approach of the event 
lh) of my Counfels. That I advis’d my Countrymen 
to fhake off the invidious and unnatural Load ofa 
foreign Dominion I own, for I will never deny 
that I love my Country, and her eafe and happi- 

S 
fake fince I wou’d not fpare my felf, you may be 

rel fhou’d not you. The Event is not yet come, 
t ccefs is as yet in the Hands of the Gods. 
Our Caufe is Juft, and our Wills united, and to 
be fo very apprehenfive of a diftant evil that ne’er 
may come, is to be more a Slave to Fear than I 
am at prefent. But were thofe Punifhments as 
certain, as your Threats imagine them, I thou’d 
not repent what I have done, to perfuade my 
Couns 
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Countrymen to be:free if they can; for Deathis 
a Debt I muft pay, and your Cruelty can’t invent 
any Torment but will have a {peedy end; and 
fure you know a Poet little, that believe he wou’d 
value any tranfitory Evil in competition with fo 
sreat a Glory as attempting the Deliverance of his 
Country. One thing I muft add, that you can 
inflict no Punifhment, providing I fhou’d fall in- 
to your Hands, which I do not expeét, and that 
the only way to difappoint my expectations wou’d 
‘be to find you merciful. Butlam not fo fond 
of this intended fervice to my Country to take 
thofe Imputations on me, { do not merit. What- 
ever I declaim’d againft you, reach’d not your 
Perfon ; | oppos’d the Tyranny, not the Man. 
And thofe other Perfonal Reflections, which you 
feem to hint at, were the Dogegrel of Copron, a 
wretched Dabler in Metre, to me contemptible, 
as to you Odious; and if you get him, this City 
will be oblig’d to your Brafen Bull to deliver 
it from him. He is the very Spirit and Quintef- 
fence of JIl Nature, the Gods have ftigmatiz’d 
his Outfide to give ns a Caution of his Infide. 
He is fatisfy’d with no Government nor any Per- 
fon, he rails at all, and hates all but himfelf; for 
there he’s fond without a Rival. Shame has gi- 
ven him a Name that comprehends his Qualities. 
Envy , Avarice, Lying, Obftinacy , Cowardice, 
Tricking, and all the known perfeftions of one 
truly abandon’d, are his Virtues : If he’s civil to 
you, “tis to pick your Pocket, or at leaft to pro- 
mote fome Intereft of his own; and then ’tis no 
longer, than you are prefent, for the Abfent fare 
alike; that is, are all raid at. Nature defign’d 
him a’ Broaker, and his Friends prudently con- 
fulting his Gesius put him to a Trade, which 
ae he 
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94 LETTERS of 
are fo fit for as a Poet: For he is not byafs’d by 


rivate Gain to Partiality; he regards his own 
ntereft laft, and knows, that while the Public’s in 


Danger, nothing Private can be Secure. A Poet 


loves the Pat blic Gee and Public Liberty above 
any Private Advantage, for he can never enjoy 


Ay Ye ew 


that Sacred Eafe you hint at, under a De/potic 
Power, where nothing is Secure the Tyrant dif- 
likes, ‘and no Words {poke that are not liable to 
bep pur ifh’d, and while liberty of A€ting and Words 


a 


re reftrain’d, there can be no room for any gene- 
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LETTER XXXL 


Phalaris to the Citizens of Himera, Acquaint- 


ing them that he bad Se Stefichorus, Co- 


non Copron and Diopidas into his 


2 


Ve OWEr« 


¥ Have taken | your Ambafladors to Corinth , 

: Stefichorus , “Conon, and Dropidas, toge- 

ther with your new Favourite Copron. Dropidas 

I may perils difcharge , Conon had his fpeedy 

I and as for Stefichorus he is yet alive, of 
I 


whofe sss think a while to deliberate: For 
nls lemerits with me are held in balance by the 


ellence of his Poetry, and I know not if by 
death I {how'd not rather punifh my felf than 
tee All Greece woud have caufe to complain 
of my Refentment, and I fhou’d-be the firft that . 
fhou’d repent of making away with him, by 
wanting the Noble Relief of his Poems, from 
the daily Fatigues of my Dignity. But this you 
may 
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may affure your felves, if I pardon him, I fhall 
for the future think of Revenging my felf on you 
rather than him, if he any more ftirs you up to 
Mutiny. If you give him any Public Employ, 
you fhall anfwer for all the Ill Confequences of it. 
As for Copron \ wou’d ftudy fome new manner of 
Death for him, the Wheel, the Crofs, the Ball, 
are too common for his particular defert ; Forhe 
that fets up for a Poet without Genius, for Li- 
berty without Honelty, for a Mutineer without 
Courage, fhou’d have a particular Fate. If there- 
fore you wou’d engage me not to refent your In- 
folence to the Ruin of your City, fend me all the 
numerous Volumes of his Scribling, and particus 
larly that which he wrote againit me. That he 
fhall be oblig’d to feed upon or ftarve, and atter 
he has devour’d that, the reft of his Works fhall 
devour him in the midft of their Flames, for ’tis 
but jult he fhould perifh by thofe very Things, 
which he has abus’d and teiz’d every body. elfe 
with. Farewel. 
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Phalaris to the Meflenians, reproving them 
for accufing Polycletus, the Phyjfician , for 


Curing him. 


Have receiv’d Advice that you are not afham’d 

to avow your Profecution of Po/ycletus the 
Phyfician, as a Betrayer of Agrigentum, for his 
curing me of a Diftemper, in which he might 
have killd me: Thus-under the face of Jufti¢e 
{ecking to punifh the Juftice of Po/ycletws, in the 
eXxecul- 
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| 1eht not : 
recovering a Patient. 
all attect ‘him, for | by n 
Wealth toany of the S7 
my Prefents to Polyclorus have made you rather 
defire to find Betrayers of Agrigentum, than Mur- 
derers of Phalaris, that is, the Wealth of this 
City tempts you more than the Reftoring her Li- 
berty.. Farewel. 
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XXXII. 


Phalaris to Pythagoras, zxoiting him to Agri- 
gentum and his Court. 


the Odium a De/potic Govern- 
rt in Greece, may make the 
> very dif agreeable to the 
, yet I can fee no Rea- 
deter vou from trying | 
Qualities are. Fame has af- 
Man ot unqueltion’d Pro- 
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the ANTIENTS. 97 
Territories. For fhou’d I come without a Guard, 
they wou'd feize me; if with arm’d Squadrons, 
I fhou’d move their Jealoufie. But in your Jour- 
ney to me there are none of thefe difficulties; with 
fafety you may come, fecurely live here, and free. 
ly depart when you have try’d whether I deferve 
the odium caft upon me or not? If your ex- 
pectations are to fee the Pomp of a Tyrant, you'll 
be difappointed by finding me more like a Subject 
thana King; but if you expeét to find ‘me per- 
fettly a Private Perfon, you will fee that Necef- 
fity has caft in fomething of the Tyrant. For a 
Power of this Nature is not to be preferv’d with- 
out Cruelty; yet if there is a poflibility of being 
at once a Prince and Merciful, I wou’d fain learn 
that Letion of you, as well as many others; for 
I wou'd willingly by the InftruGtions of Pythago- 
vas puriue a milder fort of Government, if at the 
fame time, and by the fame means I cou’d fecure 
my Safety. Farewel, 
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Phalaris to Georgius, about the Fear and Cer- 
tainty of Death, and fatal Neceffity of ex- 
quiring into Futurity, &c. 


about what ‘kind of Death I am to die. This 
very foolifh and whimfical Concern, 
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g8 LETTERS of 
by Man. I affure you I muft always condemn 
thofe over-curious People, who ridicaloufly pry 
into what’s to come, either out of hopes to fore- 
tenow their Fortune, or elfe to prevent it when 
Yh | foreknown. For if they cannot alter Deftiny , 
| and if what will be, will be; what avails all 
a their ftir and inquiry into what they cannot alter. 
at Bur if they fuppofe this forefight will enable them 
So | to exchange a malevolent Influence of Fate fora 
better, I muft confefs | am far from their Opini- 
on, for that is certainly the Work of a God, not 
ee of aMan: Let them call to mind the nominal 
‘ae Sons of Fupiter, /Eacus, Minos, Rhadamanthus, 
{i and other Demi-Gods, and they will find they 
were not immortal, and that they all fubmitted to 
their feveral Fates in Death. That Man feems to 
i meé the wifefi, who neither fears, nor repines at 
|| his Death. I wou'd therefore have you perfuade 
| your felf, not to be concern’d with thofe Inquie- 
tudes, in the midft of doubtful Events, which 
will by no means afte€&t me, for whom you enter- 

at | tain ’em. Farewel. 
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LETTER XXXvV. 
a) | Phalaris to Nycias. 


| Fie: Motives of your Hatred to your Son, be- 
| | : cafe he will not follow your Steps, make 
oh || every one elfe love him ; of which the Confequence 
; is plain, that all that admire and love Him mutt 
hate You. | 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Phalaris to Adiamantus. 


I Hear you and your Brother have had a whimfi- 
cal Difpute, whether of you two was the 
worlt ; but I will foon decide the Controverfy, 
by afluring you, that as he is worfe than all Men 
befides you, fo you excel him ina more profii- 
gate degree of Villany. 
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LETTER XXXVI. 


Phalaris zo Epiftratus, affuring him that be 
can by no means be fiil'd Fortunate. 


fe Air of the Addrefs of your Letters, feems 
meant to a Fortunate and Happy Man; 
therefore to undeceive you, I will ina very few 
Words fairly lay my Condition before you. | 
have been an Orphan from my Infancy ; from a 
Youth, by the iniquity of Fate, an Exilé ; I have 
loft moft part of my own Fortunes ; I have had 
an unpolifh’d Education, for the moft part, in Bar- 
barous Nations, been driven from all other Places 
by Injuftice and Injuries, and perfecuted not only 
by my Enemies, but by fuch who have receiv’d 
Benefits from me; and ev’n in this Poft of Gran- 
deur they ftrike at the Tyrant with the Tyranny : 
Ifone thus furrounded with Evils can be ftil’d 
Fortunate, I am truly fo. Farewel. 
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| LETTER. XXXVUL 
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se that they ought not to be griev d at the 
H Ds i “Aa st i hee 
Death of Stet horus. 


reAHere is nothing ] wou’d not do for the fake 
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Gof Srefichorus, and 1 with it in my Power 
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m aeaintt Fate, to deliver the Body of that 


tO ¢ 
i Div », whom both you and others with 
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him the Mufes prefer to all othet Poets, fince he 


Graces both to Mufick and 


not a tew ( : 
However, I woud have you to refiett, 
shere-ever Steficborus is bury’d, he 1s yet 2 


¢ Himera. and tho’ his Virtue and Merit 


bblgleci le 5 Ali 


~ free of all Cities, yet does he {till 


remain yours. Nor do you look on Stefichorus 


as dead, fince he ftill Hives in his Poems, which 
he 1 ed to the whole World. You ought to 
¢ your felves, O ye Men of Himera, that 
he was born with you, educated among you, in 
¥ y wrote admirable Verfes , and that 
me srew Old in Himera, tho’ he furrender’d his 

th in Catana. Let an immortal Temple be 
sracted to him in Himera, anda Monumental 
Sepulchre in Catena. But this I leave to your 
Con tions. 1 woud not have you to doubt 
at Money and Force I can furnifh for this pur- 
{ muft give you one Caution, that as it 
‘will not be thought very glorious for you. who 
are Sicilians, to take any Sicilian City, fo it will 
not be fafe for you not to do it. I wou'd not 
therefore have you to throw too many Tears 
ae ree away. 
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away on the Death of Sre/ichorus, or be too much 
affected with his Fortune ; for tho’ his Body be 
dead, yet his Name will be prefer ct pe} petually 
alive in a osetia and happy Memory. | farther 
advile and defire, that you wou'd oblige every one 
to have his Po ms both at home and in the 

ples; for then orly will Steficborus die when 
there are no Remains of him left: Send thenva al- 
fo abroad to other Countries, afluring your lelves, 
that the City that produc’d {uch a Man, will be 
more honour’d than that which has given a thou- 


fand Warriours.. Farewel. 


ET TER XXxXix, 


Phalaris to Abaris, commending his Travel- 
ling to Greece and other places to lears 


Wifdom. 


F Jl am truly. inform’d, you have travell’d from 
4 the more Northernly Nations, event to our Re- 
gion in purfuir. of Wifdom,; and that you have 
converted with and learn’d many tl e igs trom. Py- 
thagoras the Philofopher, Steficborus the Poet; 
and fome other Greeks. [Lam alfo int forni’d that; 
unfatisty’d with this, you are very defirous to meet 
with others, thac may inftru@ you in dittererte 
Hiftories and Things. If you have fuffer’d the 
Calumnies of any knemies to prevail-over you, 
and have giv’n into their Abufés, “twill be no 
ealie matter to undeceive you, and remove that 
prejudice. But if you are of Opinion that Troch 
is to be perfu’d a ap efpecially by Philofophers, 
follow the Exattiple of othet illuftrions "Meh: 
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and come and ftay with me. For Experiments, 
it which beft lead to true Knowledge, you fhall be 
|| more capable of enjoying with me than elfewhete ; 
ih || for affure your felt, Phadaris is not diverted from 
ae) | the love of Knowledge by any Cares. of a Crown; 
ae nor will you find me lefs humane. or knowing, 

| than the other Greciams you have convets'd with. 
| Farewel. 
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Phalaris to his Son Paurolas, advifing hin 
Hi to apply himfelf to his Studies, and never to 
| afpire to Tyranny. 


4 7Hen fome neceffary Bufinefs had brought 

me to Himera, \ had the fatisfa€tion: of 
hearing the Daughters of Stefichorus fing fome 
Verfes and Poems, both of their Fathers and their 
own. The latter tho” lefs excellent than thofe of 
their Father, yet infinitely excell’d all others. 
Which made me to efteem both him who had 
taught them, and thofe who by ftudy had gone 
beyond the ordinary Bounds of Nature, in a 
Learning uncommon to their Sex. This, my Paz- 
volas, has rais'd my defire that you fhou’d give 
your felf up to your Studies. And pray tell me 
what Reafons you move by, when you exercife 
KY your Body with Arms, Hunting, and other La- 
a bors, and at the fame time leave your Mind un- 
mil | cultivated with any of the Grecian Axts and 
| Sciences; which ought to be your firft aim to 
learn? For we ought to take care of our Bodies 
only for the advancement of Health and share 
uf 
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but he who wou’d make any juft Figure in the 
State, muft make the improvement of the Mind 
his chiefeft endeavour; unlefs perhaps (as fomie ac- 
cufe you) you afpire to Tyranny, as if you hada 
legal Right to it ; and for that reafon only exercife 
your Body, as the moft neceffary Qualification for 
obtaining that Dignity. But if youare Mafter of 
any true Wifdom, you will take the Advice of him 
in that point, who repents that he ever atraind 
it, tho” he affum’d it out of Necefflity not Choice, 
Were he to choofe agaiti, he would prefer living 
under a Tyrant, to the being fo; for this has only 
the Tyrant to fear, free from all other Apprehen- 
fions ; but a Tyrant fears not only thofe who are 
perpetually confpiring againft him, but ev’n his 
Guards who are to defend him, for he lies undet 
a Neceffity of being jealous of them above any 
others. Take therefore, take, my Son, your Fa- 
ther’s Counfel, and ftrive not to be above yout 
Equals; for when ever you aim tomake your felf 
fingular, you banifh all Repofe, and enter into a 
perpetual War for ever, with all thofe who either 
envy or hate your Dignity or Perfon: and thus 
tranfmitted from Father to Sen, for the Children 
of your Enemies are bred up in hatred to you. 
But if led away by the Ardor of Youth, you look 
on this Supream Power as a glorious and happy 
State, and not as the height and perfettion of 
Mifery, you are betray’d {till to a greater and 
more dangerous Error, by yout very Ignorance of 
the Truth. But Idefire that your Prayers to the 
Gods may be, that you may never by experience 
find the certainty of what I have affui’d you, fot 
tis both mote prudent, dnd more happy to be- 
lieve than prove Misfortunes: Farewel: 
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Phalaris to bis Wife Erythia, who refusd to 


fend his Son to him, for fear of his Ty- 


Yau ny ° 


F the Tyranny | here exercife makes you fearful 
of fending my Son Paurolas to Agrigentum 
to fee me, I can eafily forgive you both as a Wo- 
man , and. a Mother too careful of her only Child. 
But if you think him only yours, without allow- 
ing me a fhare in him, you are too partial a Judge 
of the Right of Parentage, for the moft rigid 
Laws make him his Father's not Mother’s Son, 
tho” Nature indeed divides the Care and Right 
betwixt both. Jf you imagine the fending him 
to me will bea leflening to your Right, what have 
J to urge, that have not yet fhar’d with you in 
that agreeable Dominion? If you fend him to 
me, his {tay here thall not be too tedious, but he 
fhal! return with thofe Prefents which are worthy 
the Son of Evyibia and Phalaris ; fo that if I can- 
not have the Happinefs of living with yon you 
may at leaft by me: live in Plenty and Honoti. 
For who is there that wou'd defize castes tor the 
fake of his Acqua 
he ne eglet Sts his Wife and seme For ty r Part f 
own that Love and ve al for you which a Husband 
and Patter ought to have, and as fuch | have'de- 


fizn’d to beftow on you; whom love moft, “nor 
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which the chief-is a Diftemper which I have Ih g 
lately got, whofe violence remembers me that @ Wi & 
Man fhou’d think the prefent Day always the laft. 

t wou'd have you affure your felf that your Fears We 
are vain, and. that under his Father’s Protection ing 
he may fail from Crete to Agrigentum, and |: 
thence retutn to you with more fafety, than you il 
apprehend. Farewel. 
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LETTER XLII. | 


Phalaris to the Meflenians, iv Vindication | 
of his Tyranny. 


f YOW thou'd my Conduét furprize you, as if Hi 
my Punifhments of Traytors, Confpirators i 
and Affaffins were greater than their Deferts. 
Methinks that Terror ought to deter you from 
fuch Praétifes. You deplore the Misfortunes of © 
the Condemn’d, yet take no care to advife them 
| hot to be guilty, nor provoke me by Injuries I 
) merited not at their Hands. For I had much ra« 
ther never be compell’d to a Neceffity of taking 
thefe fevere Courfes to defend my felf againft un. 
jolt Affaults ; and you wou’d certainly be wifer 
not always to facrifice to Rafhnefs. For if you 
| do not forget your felves and what you have done 
againit me, if I us’d not this fevertity, what Con- 
fultations, what Attempts fhou’d’1 not expect 


»~ 


trom you? When in the midft of your Fears and 
Terrors of that, you are Fool-hardy enough to 
expole your felves to them? If you therefore | 
will leave off your Injuring me, I will ceafe to be ie 
Cruel: if you think this Condition too hard con- 1) 
demn not what you provoke. Faréwel. 
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LETTER XLII. 


iil  Phalaris zo Ariftinetus, about his Concerts 


we Am very eafie under the Burthén of Age: And 
AN | | it is Pha/aris, not the Face and Strength of 
: tl Tyranny that is grown old. Yet I confefs I am 
Way touch’d with your Grief, when I find your con- 
|) cern for me fo great. For if your Grief and 
| Cares for me were infinitely greater, Fate woud 
|| come on unmov'd by all your Inguietude. He that 
ee ny fears not a future Lofs, bears it with greater cafe; 
ee | Wa than he that is under perpetual Apprehenfions of 
See i || it ; to bringa Poetical Inftance to you, Ariftinetus, 
who are fo converfant with Poets. Farewel. 


LETTER XLV. 


| Phalaris to Polycletus ¢ Phyfician, admiring 
| his Honour in Curing a Tyrant, &e: 


6 ‘ 


Am at a ftand, Polycletus, what I ought moft 

to admire, your Skill or your Honour ; your 
Skill gave you a Power over the Health and Sate- 
ty of a Tyrant’s Life, and your Honour vanquifh'd 
the Rewards of the Murder ; your Juftice examin- 
ing both thefe things at once, deliver’d Pha/aris 
from two Dangers, the Fotce of an incurable Dif- 
eafe, and the Kewards of my Enemies. You on- 
ly had it in your Power to have turn’d my Death 
toan Advantage, if I had fallen in my Diftem- 
per, by affuming the Merit of killing me and if 
my Difeafe had faild, while I willingly made an 
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of what even you prefcrib’d for the reftoring of my 
Health ; with as much eafe might you have given 
me my Bane; which wou'd have been of unfpeak- 
able Advantage in reaping the Rewards of fuch a 
Deed, But you could not be prevail’d on to pre- 
fer an unjuft Reward, to a juft Praife, for there 
was no jult caufe to confpire my Death with my 
Diftemper. But I am at a lofs how to proportion 
my Thanks to the Kindnefs to me, when I was in 
your Powr. I only can affirm, that-your Skill in 
Phyfic is worthy that God who firft invented that 
Art. But with my Praifes of your Virtue in 
your Skill, I have fent fome Teftimonies of m 
Love and Value for you ; Four Phials of pure Gold, 
Two Silver Bowls of antique Work, Ten pair of 
Goblets, Twenty untouch’d Virgins, and Fifty 
Thoufand Artic Crowns. And I have order’d 
Tucer, that out of my Revenue he pay you the 
Salary of a Captain of my Galleys , of my Guard, 
and other Officers in my Army, a Return too 
mean for fo great a Benefit; buc let this Gratitude 
make fome amends, fince | am my felf too Poor 
to be able to pay, what the Obligation deferves. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XLV. 
Polycletus to Phalaris, i Anfwer to the fore- 
gomg Letter, being a Defence of Liberty 
againft Tyranny, and remembring hin: that 
a Prince ought to have no Favourite: Like- 


wife perfuading him io quit Tyranny. 


thes Gratitude of your Temper proves you 
B.. not only worthy the Dignity you enjoy, but, 
like- 
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likewife the Benefit I beftow’d, by my Aft; in re- 
{toring you to your. Health. Real Services to 
Princes, are what are moft commonly leaft regard- 
ed ; while the officious Flatterer’s Venom is te- 
ceiv'd as Zeal, and the faithfulleft Advifer is fure of 
Negle&t. Elfe ’tis the Nature of Tyrants to love 
thofe moft who deferve leaft, as the leaft dange- 
sous Dependants. But, Sir, I contefs 1 amas 
great a Lover of Liberty, as any of the Meffenr- 
ans, whom my Cure of you has made fo loud 
againft me, and wou’d do as much for the freeing 
icily from that invidious Dominion; but then 
I wou’d not deftroy one of them to purchafe the 
Name of Villain. I owe all things to my Coun- 
try but my Honour; my Life I woud lay down 
to ferve it, and venture as far as any Man in the 
public Caufe, but I find no rational Obligation to 
betray my Truft. J own *tis my Opinion that the 
Power you poflefS, is againft the Right of Man- 
kind, for certainly Nature made all Men free, and 
tho’ neceflity brought them to choofe fome Forms 
of Governtient for their mutual Security, yet 
whatever it was, it was the effect of their Choice, 
fo that the Magiftrates they eletted, had their 
Power from them, and were by Confequence ac- 
countable to them. Fupiter and Fate, to whom 
all Mankind are equally dear,.con’d not make a 
Multitude for One, but rather One for a Multitude. 
The Good, Eaie, Liberty and Safety of the Mul- 
titude thérefore, ought to be the Magifirates 
chief Aim; and when he deviateS front that to 
ufurp a talfe Grandeur, he becomes a Public Ene- 
my, and liable to be fo treated by all that have 
any Power to do themfelves Juitice. The not 
ob{erving thofe Regards is what has made Mo- 
narchy {o odious to all the Greeks, who “ a 
pi 
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{pirituous and wife People, not to be.us’d as the 
barbarous Nations are by their Tyrants; and that 
Prince in any of the Greed Settlements, who fhall 
be fond of Depoftic Power, may exercife it a 
while, yet mult not expect to efcape always their 
Refentments. His very Guards will in time do 
his Work, and deliver thofe People by his Death, 
whom they opprefs’d by his Command when Li- 
ving. For that Power, which is with the Con- 
fent of the People is more glorious and more la- 
fting. For is it not more glorious to command 
over Men than Beafts? And can any Govern- 
ment of Violence that fets all Hands and Heads ta 
work to pull ic down, be fo lafting and firm, as 
that which ev'ry one is concern’d to defend ev’n 
for their own fakes. I know Tyrants are often 
excus'd for their Maleadminiftration by throwing 
their ill Actions on their Favourites. But, O Pha- 
laris ! believe me, that Prince that will have 
any Favourite, will never be popular, nor ever 
attain the true end of Government; for he will 
jean to the Inftigations of the Favourite, tho’ to 
the Kuin of his People; the Favourite having al- 
ways private Ends to drive on, too diftin& trom 
the Public Good: but a Prince ought to be the 
Common Father of his People; and he that is 
not fo isanfwerable for the Tranfgreffions of his 
Favourites, fince he tranfgreffes the End of his 
Government, by having any Favourite at all. Tho’ 
this be my Principle, yet can I never do an ill 
thing to promote it; and to have murther’d you 
on your trufting me with your Life, might have 
pleas’d fome, but muft juttly have gaind me In- 
tamy enough among the Wife and the Good. 
And again,what Advantage to derigentum fhou'd 1 
have done? By removing you made way for another, 
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a et) who might have had lefs Moderation andGoodnefs. 
a eh For Agrigentum, that coud futter any Tyrant to 
me || _ Reign over her, will never be without one; and 
ee et | if fhe muft have one, “tis happier for her’to 
ve a | have Phalaris, than any other. Your Prefents are 
we truly Royal; your Thericlean Goblets very ufeful, 
IN fe | and the Antique Work of your Bowls worthy Ad- 
ne | miration; your Twenty Virgins very beautiful ; 
aA || | and your Salary exceeding magnificent; the Artic 
H aM Crowns I have divided among the Virgins in Mar- 
al riage ; and the Salary I muft not meddle with, left 
ei taking Pay froma Tyrant, 1 fhou’d juftly bring 
| my Principles into queftion ; your Phials and 
Bowls are Monuments enough of your Gratitude, 
which when we facrifice to Bacchus will always 
bring you in our Minds. I wifh I cou’d as well 
cure your Mind of the Diftemper that debilitates 
it, as I did your Body of that which brought you 
fo low. You have a Soul, you have Wifdom , 
te you have Reafon, and how can all thefe be fatis- 
fy’d with opprefling Mankind, and living in per- 
etual Apprehenfions of the Affaflinator’s Stab ? 
s it not more noble, more worthy a great Soul, 
to be a Benefa€tor, than an Oppreffor of Men > 
The Gods that made us, prove this ; is there or 
‘can there be any thing more excellent, more 
He | wonderful, or more wife than Fupiter¢ and yet 
Me 0) | he itis that has made all the Delights and Bene- 
EE | fits of the Univerfe for the happinefs of Man. 
ma) He choofes to be our Benefa€tor, and Rules not 
SS Tl us without regard to the Rules of Reafon. Imi- 
at | tate the Gods, confult your Wifdom, follow your 
Reafon, fet Agrigentum free, and doubt not your 
own Safety; for fhou’d you die, you had better 
die belov’d by Men than hated by them, doing ta- 
ther good than ill; and in a word raphe your 
eun- 
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Country rather than oppreffing it. Your Country, 
I fay, for tho’ you are. no Native of Agrigentum, 
yet while you govern it, it is peculiarly yours, 
You praifemy Honour in not betraying my Truft; 
imitate what you praife; you are intrufted with 
the Liberty and Happinefs of Agrigentum, de. 
{iroy her not, for the Rewards of Tyranny, the 
foolifh Witchety of a Defpotic Command betray 
not the Public Truft for a Private Gain, for had] 
betray’d a Private Truft fora Public Gain, Pha/z- 
ris had been now forgot. But this is a Diftemper 
no Herbs can cure, the Gods alone can heal a 
diffemper’d Mind, which in Return for your Pre- 
fents I wifh they may. Farewel. 


LETTER. XLVI. 


Phalaris to Nicippus, thanking him for re- 
ceiving his Prefents, and acquainting hime 


what he defign'd on his refufal of thene. 


47 OU have.extreamly oblig’d me in accepting 
ve my Prefents: And now { muft tell you what 
1 defign’d on your refufing them. Whereas you 
faid, you were apprehentive that the Syracujians 
might take fatal Cognizance of your taking Pre- 
fents of me, I refolv'd if you refus’d them to ac- 
cufe you, as having accepted them, and fo your 
Kefufal had been as dangerous as your Accep- 
tance, or rather the Refufal had been greater; for 
my denying the Prefenting them if receiv’d, had 
brought you off, but my declaring your Accep- 
tance, if refus’d had certainly condemn’d you. 


Farewel. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XLVIL 


Phalaris to the People of Aftypalea his Native 
City, expreffing his fatisfattion for their 
S| applying themfelves to him to ferue hus 
By ee Country. | i 


et | OU, my fellow Citizens, have been the Caufe 
| | of the greateft Grief to me, tho’ I have had 
many and fudden Events, and of the greareit Joy 
| of all my Life, for I wou’d nor be thought infenfi- 
uf ble of Pleafure. The Grief you gave me when 
| | you Banifh’d me unjuftly from my Country, which 
ily is almoft infupportable, ev’n to them who by 
na | | Crimes have deterv’d it. The Joy was when you 
ne publickly remembring me, and the Injuftice of my 
| | Banifhment, in the Punifhment of the Authors of 
ir; apply’d your felves to me as a Man who 
low’ my Country, and wou’d do any thing to 
ferve.it, tho? I had fufter’d by it; for no Man 
wou'd {eek a Favour of him bethinks his Enemy, 
nor accept a Benefit from the Perfon he hates. 1 
will not now complain that you never made ufe 
f me: before, but thank you for daing it*now, 
So that you feem to beftow the Favours you’ de- 
mand upon me; fo gteat a value I have for the 
Addrefg you have made me; for I fhou’d not re- 
ceive a Benefit from my Country with half the 
Satisfaction I beftow one on it.. What’ can bé 
more defirable to a Lover of his Country ? What 
more glorious than to ferve his-‘Countrymen? You 
muft accufe the Winter Seafon of the Year, not 
me, nor your Ambaffadors, that the Prefents I fent 
you, came later than they fhou'd have dang 
or 
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for neither of us wanted zeal enough to haften 


the Dif patch, but the uncommon Pempelts that 
difturb’d the Sea, deter’d all the Seamen from 


yent ‘uring their Shi ips out of the Harbours... But. 


if what we fend you reach your hands you are in- 
debted to Fortune. What we have elie 1 to fay 
your Ambaifadours will inform you. Ezbulus, to 
whom I have given Letters for you, accompanies 
them, and will give youa Lift of whatl fend, and 
particular Orders about fome of them : As tO. th 
teft I leave them to your DireStion. The Money 
Twoa'd haveemploy’d in the Reftoration and On 

Ment of our City ;nor wou’d I have you todot 
in Complaifance £0 my Advice, but thro’ yourown 
confents and zeal for the Public, for ho Man ever 
yet was good out of Complemer 1 to another. But 
fhou’d you divert thefe Subfidies from their Public 
ule , which I can never believe you wou’d be 
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guilty of, allure your felves, the Givers Praife 
woud noc be tefs, than the Abufers Shame and 
Intamy. Perhaps it may feem abfurd for an 
Exile to be fo (lich cous tor the Good of his 
Country, as to part with his own Mon ley to ftop 
its tall. yet is it reali y to. for thofe who live in it 
neglect its Deca ay, and do not itrive to aaah 
by a foreign Expence. Bur if you think my Pre- 
fents worthy iid Honour, believe I fend them 
to Pofterity, tomy Country, and to my Countries 
Gods: And thus you will reap a greater Praife 
than by beltowing your pri vate Treatures. The 
Giver has his Pi rire: from his Gitts, the Receiver 
from a right oft of them. Thad rather have you 
receive a Proot of my Virtue, than Libera Lity 5 
for one is an Argument only of a large Fortune, 
the other of a large Soul. Farewell. 
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ain LETTER. XLVI 


iH Pie People of Aftypalea, to Phalaris Tyrant 
of Agrigentum, inviting him home, as Lord 
of their Country. 


OUR Prefents fhew’d at once the Magnifi- 
cence of your Mind, and your Love to your 
native Country, your Banifhment from whence has 
| | fince been punifh’d in its Authors; tho’ indeed the 
| Public was oblig’d to their Guilt, and you have 
the Benefit of their [njuftice, tor without it you 
cou’d never have been a Benefa€tor to. your 
Ot Country. The propitious Gods drove you from 
a | us to preferve us ; for while your Virtue was with 
| you, youcou’d not be unhappy, and your native 
Wifdom muft needs make you Great wherever 
you fhou’d fettle. Fair grigentum was the 
AR Ty |) | Place that Fate had deftin’d for your Glory and 
ey Wy || our Happinefs, for while you were her Lord, fhe 
: had Wealth and Power enough to fave your fal- 
ling Country from Perdition. The Gods that pre- 

ferv’d you, convey’d your Prefents fafe, and we 

have difpos’d them according to your Order, affn- 

| ring our felyes, that no better ufe cou’d be made 
At iil of them than out common Prefervation and Dig- 
| nity. The City of -4/typalea, contefies her Refto- 
rer, and almoft Founder, and as dear as Liberty 
has always been to her, thinks fhe cannot lofe 
it by entrufting it in his Hands, whofe zeal Tor 
her, ev’n in Exile, has given her that Youth and 
Vigour, without which fhe muit have expird. 
She envys thofe of 4grigentum, that mult pofleis 
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the Hero, that fhou’d make her Glorious, while 
the Leontines, Himerians, and other Rival Cities 
of Sicily, contribute to the Prowefs of Agrigen- 
tum, under the Condu& of Phalaris. What Tro- 
phies. might not this City hope from fuch a Con. 
duct, Valour and wonted SuccefS? This, O Pha. 
laris ! is the common Voice: Ifa Party banifh’d 
you, the whole City invites you home, and on 
thofe advantageous Tetms that may make amends 
for her paft Error, while fhe commits her Liber- 
ty into your Hands. Farewel. . 
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LETTER XLIX. 


Phalaris to his Countrymen of Aftypalea, 
blaming them for courting hin to the Ty- 
ranny of his ownCountry: with adeferiptior 
of Tyranny. 


AyoH amaze me, O ye Men of Affypalea! and 
make me almoft to repent of the Prefents J 
fent you, and that I have preferv’d my falling 
Country, which you have thus a mind to deftroy. 
What wot’d you make mea facrilegeous Purcha- 
fer of the Liberty of my Country? And didT only 


iY 
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re{cue her from Ruin, to defiroy her my Self? 
No, no, my Countrymen; whavever Neceffity 
has thrown me on this Tyranny over Agrigentum, 
believe not that any thall make me opprefS my 
own Native City. Luft of Power has not yet fo 
much infected me, as to bury ali other Confidera- 
tions; I am noc infenfible of the Odium I-have 
drawn upon me by being a Tyrant over a foreign 
People, how muft that encreafe, if] thou’d repeat 


| ae LE 


PETE | ee eae 
VO BNO ee 


ee 


ng ap m2 
Oe ee 


surg 
S 


A a 
SE RNAS 


yop aelt 


aw 


array | 


{ 


ee 


TNS SWOT Oe EE aN ES 


| 116 BET TERS of 
AW it i the Place of my Nativity. Neceffityy not 
a | Chey eave me this Throne, wherein J have on: 
ly this lelite that thereby | have preferv'd my 
| Country. Parricide, nor all the Cx nelties Vm ac- 
| |)! cus'd of wou’d be fufficient to harden me’ enough 
| for fo impious an Undertaking. Mf thefe are my 
mii || fentiments of my felf on fo vile an Enterprize, 
ii how great is your Guilt, who wou'd betray your 
ay felve 25 to Thraldom? Sure you are the Firft that 
||) | of a Free People ever courted Slavery. You 
have not fure confider’d enough what Tyranny is, 
ih take trom methen the Picture of it. “Tis to have 
ct no more Power o'er your. Words and Actions, over 
ma | your Wife and Family, your Goods and Eftate, 
your Sons and Daughters, for all is the Tyrant’ 
your Property all devolves to him and his Cree 
tures, and is feiz’d with your Lives when once 
you begim to murmur or be uneafie. There is no 
| Law but his Will, norany Redrefs for the Inju- 
| ties he viet you, “but the Power that does it, 
which will aig be againft its own Exiftence. 
eat il A Tyrant rat be Jutt if he woud; he is fur- 
rounded by Guards and Courtiers, who defend 
him at once from the Afiaults a the ree ple, and 
of Truth, for all he hears is by others bars 5 and 
what he fees by others Kyes, nor can he diltin- 
LY betwixt the true and ; alfe Reprefentation of 
Things, DeCcau ng the Rept refenters have: not only 
an interelt. in. Falfhood, but likewile an. Art to 
make it pats\for Truth, wher eby_ both the. Prince © 
1S ir ipos'd on.and the People abus'd. . Nor is, there 
ai any Remedy but free acces for the 1 People, but 
hi | that is ROBIE and. conti rary to th he Jealoutie of 
: A Traore fo near an approach of promitcuous 
People, woud too oh alarm his Fears.. So 
hat in a. Tyranny, the happielt State -isto be 
mife- 
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miferable and content; for if you ftir you die, and 
with you deftroy/your Family, for to put the Fa- 
ther to death and leave the Children, is to leave 
Ten Enemies tor One you remove. If this bean 
inviting Profpect, fummon fome other, not me, to 
tuin that Country | have fav’d; but do it not till 
I die, for if the Force of Agrigentum will Re- 
venge it, the Leontines and other vanquith’d Foes 
were happy to what you fhall be! My Brazen 
Bulls {hall be multiply’d, and Croffles and Wheels 
furround the Walls of Ajtypalea: Think it enough 
that I facrifice you not to the People on this Ac- 
count, and grow honeft, and love your Country , 
that is your telves ; for when the Public’s unfate, 
there.can be no private Security evento the Rich- 
elt,- whofe Wealth alone will make them an ear- 
ly Prey to Power. Farewel. 
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Phalaris to the Athenians, i” Defence of his 
putting Perilaus, Maker of the Brazen Bull, 
firfl into it. 


MZ OUR Artift Perilaus, ye Men of Athens, 
brought me a Piece of wonderful Work- 
manthip,; the Artof which was fo extraordinary 
thatat the fame time it procur’d my Wonder it 
gave him. a welcome Reception, obliging me ta 
make him Prefents worthy his Performance and 
Country. This encourag’d him, ina little time, to 
bring to 4grigentum, a Bull made of Brafs, much 
bigger than the Life. I confefS I was not a little 
pleas'dat the Prefent of fo artful a Figure of an 
3 Anima. 
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Anicoal fo friendly. to humane kind, and, thought 
it indeed. a Prefent. worthy a King. for he had 


nor yet difcoverd to me the iecret Tortures it con- 


tain.d : But opening its: Side, he difclos’d it full 
of-Cruekey, and pregnant of the moft infamous 
and. terrivie of Deaths.. Then I thought, J 
ought to punith the ill Principles ot Perilaus,, as 
well as praife his Art ;. being of Opinion that 
the wicked, Artift (fince I. cou’d fnd none more 
wicked) {hou’d itt make Tryal of his own inge- 
pious Mifchict. Shucting. him up. therefore: in 
the Body ot his Brazen. Bull, according to -his 
own direttionsa tire was lighted about itj-and fo 
he made a true experiment of his own Invention, 
as the Executioners inform. me, for 1 did:not care 
to. fee it as much a Tysant as 1 am, his Groans 
and Lamentations making a folirary noife like to 
the Bellowing of a bull. But ye Menof Athens, 
{am durpriz’d ar your taking this Punifhment 
amifs, nor am ! a5.e yet to perfuade my felf that 
Report in this particular does. you. Juttice. . If 
your _Kefentment proceed from an Opinion that 
his Punifhment was not fevere enough, I confefs 
if I had known any greater he fhou’d have had it; 
but if you think he deferv'd none at all, you 
Teem to contradi€t that Charatter of Humanity, 
which the World gives you, by defending and 
extolling the greatelt of Cruelties ;. for this muft 
be the Sentiment of fome particular Man, or ‘of 
the whele City, which will be moft. eafily difco- 
verd by your Conduct. towards me. . If. his 
Death was juft, and there be no Athenian of his 
cruel Temper, then you biame me for a Benefit ; 
but if you make his Death unjuft, you.at the fame 
time make your felves as wicked as.Peri/avs-was. 
{ mutt contefs, I cannot yet repent of .what I 

| have 


fort FS 
ow ae 


wea 


) pap & 


th ANTIENTS. 119 


have done, and as long as I cannot convict my 
felf of any Injuftice, I thall not much concern my 
felf at the falfé Cenfure of others. Bot I own if 
I have dealt unjuftly by Perz/aws, 1 have robb’d 
my felfof my Caution, and the greateit defence 
of my Royalty; yet I am fully perfuaded neithet 
you nor any of the Grecians,. will think my Pu- 
nifhment of him contrary to the feverelt Rules of 
Juftice, in making him undergo that Death he 
had invented for others. 1 confider’d not only the 
Reputation of Greece in general, but my own in 
articular in what | did : By making me fuch a 
refent, he in fome meafure infinuated, that I my 
felf deferv’d the like Fate. And tho’ he by this 
invented a moit cruel Torment for Traytors and 
Confpirators againft my Perfon and Dignity , 
which might feem a fort of Udligation to me, 
yet I overlook’d all thofe Benefits, to give way 
for Caution and Royal Jealoufie, which he wou’d 
have brib’d ; which make my Juttice and Sentence 
the moré excellent and perfpicuous, in lecting no 
private Confiderations corrupt the Dictates of Ju- 
ftice, or mingle in its Decifions. Nor was I ig- 
norant, that the pardoning of greater Criminals 
coud be no Injury to my Intereft. £ Knew that 
an Opinion of my Mildnefs, wou’d but encourage 
Contpiracies ; and I was fenfible that this Punith- 
ment of Peri/ovs, wou'd be conftru’d by all as an 
Averfion to Cruelty, and I faw pethaps that I had 
better make ufé of his Genius for the Terror of 
Confpirators ; but notwithftanding all thete Ke- 
flectiors, being under no neceflity of hunting atf- 
ter Praife, I thought it an Impiety to let fuch a 
Man efcape, whofe mifchicvous Brain was em- 
ploy’d in Inventions of fo cruel and fatal a Con- 
iequence to Mankind, This prevail'd on me ‘ 
[4 deli- 
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Ca deliver bin over..co that Jormenc he hadifotnd 
Lie) | out for others, who had never defign’d him any 
at _ Wrong... Sgme perhaps. among ye, O Athenians! 
AM imay devore me to the Furies, and think that no 
my a one Man can be able to undergo ail thofe Punifh- 
i, ments,,1 deferve, and imagine, that J condémn‘d 
ail him to what I merited my felf- But if you 
Wi fi woud lay Prejudice afide a little, and confult not 
i your Hatred and the Odwm you have to. my Dig- 
a} nity, I dare believe, on a juft Deliberation, you 
| woud find, that whatever { do, that has the face 
of Cruelty, is nor out of my own Defire, or In- 
I clination, but meerly the efect of Neceffity ; and. 
met, T ought not to have the Commands of Fortune, 
ve tT which cannot be dilobey’d, imputed to me as a 
| Ciime, which muft always, be voluntaty.. The 
it neceflicy .of being crnel, which» Tyranny brings 
| along with. it,, takes not away my Knowledge 
of the Evil, which is yet heightned, by ‘being in- 
capable.of Amendment; for fure no Man defires 
be Cruel if it cowd be avoided :. And I wifh 
Al | with. an carnestncls not to be expre {s'd,. that IT 
tt NAS npell d to thofe A€tions I cannot fhun, 
ng aS fe afide, I may pret rend toa Virtue 
0 evel. 1 put it, to ‘your felves, 
ron a diicovery ota ee 
you ih d not pani th 
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how little Ad vantage age iste ye Rae Fits 
yet.comiort my { felf, that wharI do, is not what 
re. . | wifh thofe I aun had the famé ex- 
for, their Confpiracies, for Molt wife Azbe- 
"9 imitate your Manners in this Execution 
vn YP rile WS, and he has only expetic neda Tyrants 
ne at CLE to, his own Ide a of it, mot accor- 
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} cofvined, that hadI been a Private Man I had 
§ §=«not been Perilaus, nor wowd he have been Pha/o- 
} 7s had he been a Tyrant; for he, that in his 
private Capacity coud have no motive of Cruelty, 
and yet coud invent fuch barbarous, Torments, 
had he been a Tyrant, muft have depopulated his 
Kingdom ;, and | who punifh’d a Cruelty of this 
Nature, thew, that what I do is out of Neceffity, 
and 4 greater pain to me, than to the Sufferer, 
Wherefore you wou'd bring the laft Infamy on 
you, not only if you fhou’d refent the Death of 
Perilaus, but alfo if you fhou’d fuffer any of his 
Temper to Live. By his Invention he aftronted 
and finn'd againft Humane Nature it felf ;- but 
more immediately againft you, by cafting the Bar- 
barity of his own Temper on the City of his Na- 
tivity , as if it were a National nota Particular 
Oitence. . After what J have faid, I donot doubt 
but I fhall have the Applaufe of ‘all Athens for 
what I have done, for fo juft a Sentence is worthy 
fo noble a People; and if there be any. who are 
not pleas'd with this fort of Death, ‘let them 
conlider, it was:not more agreeable to Perilaus 
) himfelf. . Farewel. 
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LETTER LL 


Phalaris to Agefilaus, inviting his Return 
from Syracule home to hin, and’ bis Wife 
Thelefippe. Ties is 


f SHE fair Dhe/efippe, feems to be very much con- 
, Pe Nee ae : » : 

| -” cern’d, .at your long and tedious flay at Sp- 

racufe, She acts the Wife with that. tendernéfs 
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Wh and modefty, that fhe prefles me’as if 1 hada par- 
| ticular Authority over you to haften your Return, 
a) |i | --ynable it feems to bear fo anxious an Abfence. 
a She preffes alfo her Father, on the fame account: 
A I fuppofe you are not ignorant of what fhe threa- 
a tens to do, on your longer delay. She imagines 
|| { have power to oblige your Return; on the con- 
‘ll trary, I tell*her, fhe has ; for! can’t believe you 
yn |) value Phalaris, equal to Thelefippe. Make hafte 
7A) || therefore back to thofe who defire your Compa- 
a ny, whether fhe, or [ be the Motive; for tho’ t 
| | am fo much your Friend that Gratitude wou'd 
“ demand fome power over you, yet has fhe Charms 
| and Merit which juftly challenge your Obedience 
to fo kind a Command ; and who elfe wou'd not 
flie to Arms fo agreeably beautiful and fo chafte? 
So whether Friendfhip or Love have molt power 
in your Breaft, Agrigentum will foon be happy 
in your Prefence. Farewel, | 
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The Exsperour Marcus Aurelius, to the Ladies 
of Romé, that had made and playd a Farce 
upon bins being a fevere Satyr on the Pair 
Sex. | 


Hilft I continue at. Rhodes, improving my 

J {elfin the Art of Oratory, you, I under- 
ftand, have made and play’d a Farce upon me at 
Rome, on the Feaft of the great Goddefs Berecin- 
thie. What you intended by this fort of Proceed- 
ing I have alfo learn’t, which was to expofe my 
Life and trample upon my Fame. The i | 
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of this piece of Scandal I have likewife heard to 
be, Avilina forthe Compofition, Lucia Fulvia for 
the Tranferibing, and you Toringula for the Sing- 
ing Part. « It feems you reprefented me after dif- 
ferent Manners. You gave me a Book turn’d up- 
fide down, to fignifie I was an abfurd Philofopher: 
You made me go with my Tongue lolling out, to 
fhew I was a bold Speaker: You planted: Horns 
upon my Forehead, to make me pafs for a com- 
mon Cuckold: You put a trayling Pike into my 
Hand, to denote me a Cowardly Leader: Youre. 
prefented me with no Beard, as an-effeminate Per- 
fon: And laftly bound an Handkerchief about my 
Eyes, to:make me look as if I had been a con- 
demnd Criminal. Moreover not contented with 
all this, you at another time equipp’d me after a 
new Manner. You made mea Statue with Feet 
of Straw, Legs of Wood, Thighs of Brafs, Belly 
of Horn, Arms of Pitch: Hands of Pafte, Head 
of Plaifter, Affes Ears;’Serpents Eys, Cats Teeth, 
a Scorpions Tongue, Hair of Vine-Roots, and a 
Forehead of Lead, whereon were engraven the 
following Capitals, M. N. T. N.I.S. U.S. which 
fignify’d, as | take it, That this Statue of mine, 
was compos d of no more different. Materials, than 
I was of variety of Falfeboods. Now after all thefe 
aftronts put upon me, I cannor but wonder how 
you cou’d have the Affurance to fend Fy/vius Fu- 
britius, to ask me a Queftion in your Names? 
Yet to thew you, your harmlefs Satyr does not in 
the leaft atte&t me, | will gratifie your Requeft, 
tho’ you have fo little deferv’d ic of me. Your 
Queltion is, Whetber I bave found in all the coxzrfe 
of my Reading, of what, by whom, where, wben, 
what and how ibe firft Woman was made? To 
which I anfwer, that according to the great vari- 
@ | ety 
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ety of People that have been in this World; their 
Opinions have been likewife various. The Eoyp- 

tians held that by the Overflowing of they Awe, 

certain fat. clots of Earth being thrown upon the 
Shore, and there left, upon the Reflux the Sun by its 
prolifick | virtue impregnated’ ‘them, and turn'd 
them to Worms, one of which afterwards became 
Woman. Now your Ladifhips muft know, that 
had not this Bis er overflow’d, your Sex had nes 
ver hada Being. All other Creatures have pro- 
ceeded from ca Mothers Bowels, except Wo- 
man-only,..who you fee never had a Mother: 
And this feems to be true in all refpetts;. forjas 
Woman was at firft irregular in her Birth, fo has 
fhe been ever fince both in her Life and Death. 

‘Truly that Man has a great deal to futter, many 
Wiles to find out, a long time to Think, much 
Affiftance to require, many. Yeats to wait; many 
Women to fearch amongf#p-before the fhall meet 
with one that will be govern’d by Reafon. Be 
the Lion never fo wild , at length he may be 
brought tobe led. by his Keeper; be the Bull 
never, fo fyerce, at laft he may be taken by the 
Horns: The-Horfe in time fubmits to the Bit, and 
the young Colt to the Saddle ; only Woman the 
moft perverfe of all Animals, never lofes. either 
her Impexiontnets or Difobedience. The Gods 
have made Man wife, and endu’d Bealts with na- 
tural Inftint, yet are neither of them able to de- 
fend themfelves again{t the Subtilties of Woman. 

Her Obftinacy alfo is not lefs remarkable than her 
Cunning ; for if fhe has a mind to sate no Spur 
can make her go forward ; | and ifon the contrary 
fhe enclines to go, no Re ins can hold her.in... In 
a WVordsn no. a. aw can bind her, Shame reftrain.her, 

Fear abafh her, nor Punifhment reform her. To 
~ what 
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what a hard Fate is he expos’d that is‘oblig’d to 
take care of »a Woman’s Condu&? For where 
once fhe entertains an Opinion, all the Arguments 
in the World fhall not beat her out of it. If a 
Man give her warning of any Danger, fhe will 
never believe him’; if he gives her good Advice; 
fhe will never take it 5 if he threatens her, fhe 
prefently complains ; if he flatters her, fhe im- 
mediately grows Proud ; if he bears with her, fhe 
becomes Spitetul; and if he applauds her, Bold) 
Ina Word, a Woman never pardons an Injury, nor 
acknowledges a Benefit. Now a days the moft 
fimple ot the Sex, will pretend'to Wit ; and yet 
the wifelt of them {werves from Wifdom. They 
knew not how little they know, and how much 
they are ignorant.. They will determine fudden- 
ly upon the moft arduous Matters, as if they had 
fiudy’d for it a Thouland Years. Yet if you con- 
tradict them in their Opinions, they will take 
you tor the very worft of Enemies. ' Bold is that 
Woman who prefumes to give Advice to a Man, 
but much bolder he that thinks fit to take iv...’ As 
he is a Fool that hearkens to it, fo is he much 
more that asks it, and yet more that follows it. 
Ler him that has ‘not a mind to ftumble among fo 
many Stones, prick himfelf among fo many 
Thorns , nor blifter himfelf among fo many Net- 
tles, give Ear to the Advice | give: When he is 
to promife, let him not do it fparingly ; and 
when to perform, acquit himfelf niggardly ; that 
is to fay, ler him do juft nothing. I would fain 
have divers dead Heroes ask’d, how they fard 
with Women while they liv’d? I’m fare they 
were dealr fo illiby, on their accounts, that they 
would never defire to return to Life, for their 
fakes. But if you do not think fit to give Credit 
to 
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to what thefe Men fuffer’d, demand of me how I 
have far’d with that Sex? Oh Women, Women! 
The very remembrance I had my Being from ye, 
makes me abhor Life; and for fear of living any 
longer among ye, with for Death, this being by 
much more eligible than your Converfation. I 
have often wonder’d how a Man can dote on a 
Woman fo much, as to gaze on her all Day, tum- 
ble about with the Thoughts of her all Night, 
be continually enquiring after her when Abfent, 
and when prefent making her offers of Service ; 
chufe Darknefs before Light, prefer Solitude to 
Company, torment himfelf inceffantly, and all a- 
bout fuch a trifle as Love? In this Cafe he neither 
hearkens to the Counfel of his Friends, the Re- 
fiections of his Enemies, the Danger of his Life, 
the Hazard of his Honour, or the Lofsofhis Eftate ; 
nor during this Enthufiafm, ever fees with his 
Eyes, hears with his Ears, taftes with his Mouth, 
or feels with his Hand. All his Senfes are fur- 
render’d up ro Love, and all his Refolutions de- 
dicated to Folly. 1 would fain have thefe Lovers 
know how this Love of theirs is occafion’d. The 
Bowels wherein we were conceiv’d being of Flefh, 
the Breafts we have fuck’d being of Flefh, the 
Arms we were nourifh’d in being of Flefh, the 
Women we have always convers’d with being of 
Flefh, our Afiection muft naturally encline. to- 
wards theFleih. Yer, Ladies, 1 woud not have 
ye Vain, becaufe I have allow’d it natural to love 
ye, fince I muft at the fame time affirm, that ye 
are loofe in your Thoughts, fubtle in your Acti- 
ons, and defigning in your Words. Now let us 
come to the Second Opinion concerning the Ma- 
king of Women, which was long fince pronounc’d 
by the Grees aivex this manner. They faid that 

the 
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the Sun difplaying his Beams more.in the Defarts - 


of Arabia, than in any other part of the World, 
at the beginning farlt appear’d there. one Woman 
and one Phenix, the one being the ProduStion of 
Fire and the other of Water. Of the Phenix] fhalk 
fay nothing, but as for the Woman, they affirm’d 
her produc’d by the Influence of the Sua, on the 
Duft that fell from a Worm-eaten Tree, which 
when fir'd burnt till it became Woman. Now 
tho’ | am a Roma Philofopher and no Grecian, 
yet do I not much diflike this Opinion, fince itis 
moft certain that you amorous Ladies, have your 
Tongues of the Nature of Fire, and your Conditi. 
ons not difterent from the Rottennefs of a Worm- 
eaten T'ree. According to the great variety of 
Animals, Nature has plac’d their Strength in dif- 
ferent parts of their Bodies, The Eagle has hers 
in her Beak, the Unicorn his in his Horn, the Ser- 
pent in his Tail, the Bull in his Head, the Bear 
in his Paws, the Horfe in his Breaft, the Dog in 
his Teeth, the Boar in his Tusks, the Wood- 
Dove in her Wings, and the Women in their 
Tongues. Truly, Ladies, the flight of the Wood- 
Dove is not fo lofty as your fantaftick Notions : 
The Bear does not wound more with. his Paws, 
than you do fome Mens Minds with your Impor- 
tunities: The Boar does not more tire the Dog 
that aifaults him, than ye do the poor unhappy 
Lover that Courts ye: He does not run fo much 
tifque of his Life, that catches a Bull by the 
Horns, as he that falls into your unmerciful 
Clutches: In a Word, the Serpent carries not fo 
Much, Poyfon in his Tail, as you Women do in 
your Hearts. Now tho? I have hitherto been fo 
fevere upon the Fair Sex in general, yet muft I 
except all thole Roman Ladies, who have any 
Title 
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to the Character of good, whereof there are many- 
My -defign is only to expofe fuch as ate-bad, than 
whofe vicious Courfes no Poyfon is more pernici- 
ous to Man.. But fince the Gods have ordain‘d 
and our Deftinies do permit, that we fhould not 
pafs our Lives without them, | advile all young 
Men, befeech all that are old, rouze up. the fa- 
culties of the Wife, and Inftruct the Simple, to 
beware and flie from Women of an ill Fame, as 
they would do fromacommgp Peftilence. Kead- 
ing the other day the Laws of Péato, 1 obferw'd 
this. Paflage concerning ill Women: We ordain, 
faid. that famous Law-giver, Ihat every Woman 
oho bas been publickly Infamous, fhould be as pub- 
lickly lafh’d out of the City; wherein fhe bas bebav'd 
ber felf fo infamoufly ; to the end that other Wo- 
men bebolding the Runifbment that has been in- 
fuded on ber Crime, may avoid the lke Vice, for 
fear of the like Fate. Alfo, in another place of 
the fame Law, he fays, We farther ordain, that 
the Woman who fhall commit a fault only in ber 
Perfon, fbail be forgiven, providing there be any 
hopes of Amendment feen in ber , but as for ber 
that. fhall offend with ber Tongue, let her never 
be. pardon’d ; inafmuch as the former Crime pro- 
ceeds from a natural frailty, when this is the Off- 
Spring. of afiudyd Malice. O mott divine Plato! 
Mirror of Underftanding and Prince of Philofo- 
fophers, if thou mad’{t. this Law in the time of 
the Golden Age, when there were fo few ill 
Women in the World ,. and fo many good in 
Greece, what wouldft thou now have done in 
Rome, where we have fo many bad and fo! few 
good ? Women are to be modelt in their Counte- 
nances, {paring in their Speech, wife intheixs Un- 
derftandings, fober in their Gate, Tweet in their 
Difpo- 


7 


th ANTIENTS. £29 
Difpofitions, wary in their Words, and circumfpe& 
in all their A€tions... They are alfo to be trne to 
their Promifes, and conftant in their Affections. 
Likewife fhe that has a mind to be well elteem’d 
by all, let her truft to the Wifdom of wife Men, 
and flie from the Flattery of Fools. © Let aeVirtu- 
ous Woman have always fo great regard to her 
Reputation, as to fufpett him that makes’ extra- 
vagant Promifes s fince when the Flames of Vexizs 
are once kindled, and Cupid has deliver’d his Ar- 
rows, the rich Man offers all he ha s; andthe Poor 
all he can ; the wife Man iwears he will ever be 
het Friend, and the Fool prote fies himfelf her hum- 
ble Servant ; nay both proffer to lay down their 
Lives for her fake: The old Doi ard crys*he will 
be a Friend to her Friends, and the young Bully 
yows he will be an Ene lira to her Enemies. Some 
promife to pay her Debts, others to revenge het 


Injuries ; but all this w ‘hile the fiffers them to 
make their Brags, and takes to the Courfe fhe 
pleafes. I {hall-now ceafe to fay. any more of the 
Virtuous Women, it being not my Intention to 
Counfel thofé that have no occafion’ for Advice, 
and proceed to ask you Amorous Ladies, if Plato 
was among ye, when ye play’d a Farce upon me, 
and drage’d_a Statue, reprefenting me, about the 
Streets of Rome? No certainly, tor ened 1s tO 
what I have feen , and what others have {iid 
of ye; ckae are ‘but fer w among ye, that his 


Laws would have excusd from Panitheneue t: One 
thing ye cannot deny me, and that is, that if I 
had been the very worft of Men n, ye would by this 
time Baye found the end of my Villanies, w Reed 
as the t wicked among you, by far exceeds the 
408 diese Aétion that ever i was guilty off 
Vife Women run no {mall rif ivi 
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the Foolifh, Modeft near the Shamelefs, Referv’d 
ne the Talkative, Meek near the Bold, Chafte 
1ear the Defil’d, nor Reputable near the Defam’d 
Ww ie that are Infamous themfelves} either 
think all others fo, defire they fhould be fo, ftrive 
to vite them fo, or p rocure to have them fo, and 
then affirm they are fo; all which they do, that 
they may conceal their own Infamy, by ex <pofing 
others to the like Chara€ter, tho’ undefer vedly. 
QO you Ladies, ’tis now a long time fince I have 
known you, and vou me, therefore if you are. 
difpos’ d to fpeak, Tam difpos'd to do fo alfo, if 
you know any thing, I likewife know fomething ; 
if you are filent, [am fo ee but if you think 
fit to divulge Secrets, | candofotoo. You know 
well, Avilina, you that made the Farce on me, 


_ tha Finellens fold Calves dearer at the Market, 


than you did innocent Vitgins in. your Houtfe. 
You rauft needs remember, Toringula, that whilft 
you were reckoning up your Lovers in my BGs 
fence, your Fingers being too few to do it, youte 
quird a Buthel of Peas for that pur] nofe. You 
cannot forget, Lucza Fu/uia, that when you. were 
with you know who, you ki row wh 1ere, your Hus- 
band inter vening annidtt your Jollities , you told 
him pl. lainly, that unlefs he would confent you 
fhould | lie out oncea We a you would never bed 
with him more. You muit needs own, vad 
that whilft you conti: ail two Years on board a 
Sicilian Cor fa ur, you told him he need pro wide no 
other Miltrefs 5, for.: ill his Ships Crew. You, Bi 
genia Curtia, mutt of necel hity recolle€ty that at 
fuch, time as the Cenfor Vi fired your © duarters, 
he found four Mens Gow nS, whieh you wore 4 
Nie shts, and but one Woman’s Gown, which you 
went cloath’d with in the Day. You cannot ‘de- 
ny 


the ANTIENTS. 131 
ny, Pefhilina Fabricia,. but that after A/vinus Me 
tellus had efpous’d you before the Cenfor, he de- 
manded his fhare of what you had gor before 
Marriage by your Gallants. You muft confefs, Cz 
milla, that not being contented with the Stallions 
of your own, Nation, you entertain’d Strangers, 
and by that means came to the Knowledge of {e- 
vetal Languages. Thus I have only perfecuted 
thofe that firlt atcack’d me, and only attack’d fuch 
as firft thought fit to perfecute me. As for others 
of yout Sex, [ have nothing to fay, to them, as 
not having ever been concern‘d in any Scandal up- 
onme. As I have begun my Letter by refenting 
the Injuries done to my Perfon, and carried it on 
with fome fort of Revenge, fo fhall I conclude it 
with advifing all Men not lefs to dread your Com- 


| pany, than that of a publick Peftilence, for as all 


otner Harms may be efcap’d by abltaining from 
them, Women alone can be avoided by flying 
them. This from Marcus Aurelius the Rho 
dian. Farewel. | 


LETTER Lun 


The fame to his M:ftre{s Bohemia, diffuading 


her, from consing ta the Wars ta bim. 


| Marcus Aurelius, Prxetor of Rome, and Impe- 
rator in Dacia, fend Health to thee, my Mi- 


| ttrefS Bobemia , living in all the Luxuries of Life. 


Having efcap’d from a late dangerous Battle, | 


met a Letter of thine here, which gave me no lefs 
~ >. 1 . se r . 
Difturbance, than all the Malice of my Enemies 
has | ithe 4 6 } ee at Ta t ¥ CwIre ie Difc NteEr 
BAGS Nit LEItO yecn ra ILO tO NTOCcure ne 4\ Gu Be hag Se om 


7 
54 


i 
UAT HL. 
K 2. WW he en 


pithy Wes, 
Geta 


ay 


Dare: 


e 


ed 
ete 7 Ce 


i So. or 
sss 


“ 
we 


= 
ey 


\ \; 4 eek 
NW cc 8 lee Leh 


SE WA PSR Be A FLD ed 


122 LET TERS of 
When I had got my Body difengag’d trom thy 
Embraces, | thought my Heart wou ild, at. the fame 
time, be . freed from the Venom of thy ‘Love. When 
we had mutually confented to part, I béliev’d a 

Divorce of Affections would have follow'd that 
of our Perfons; but you Women are {uch cunning 
Purveyors, that tho’ you banifh our Bodies yet you 
entertain a Corref{pondence with our Minds. Your 
Love may eatily be purgd away, but your Luft 


d 


can never he removd, with all the Rhubarb of 


Alexandria. You thew your Selves very back- 
ward in pardoning, Enemies, and yet are conunu- 


= 


JA 


ally changing of Friends. I have curioufly ob- 
ferv d yout Condutt, : all the while my Youth was 
fiabjett to your Charms, and. 1 co ould never Res 
your Hatred Ge ir ge: it ce yity. ees eich 
my palt ft Youth, becaule you ae T do not lave you 


gnd not t my ‘ht ification, ee as erty puni rith me 
with Imper tinence as J do you with Forgettulnels. 
Yet wo uld J not Aaa you to think that I have 
forgot the Laws ot Venus, which altogether 
quire-a Mai an to exercile his Heart in Love; alfo 
to take care that his Soul be vigorous, his Bady 
iobuft, his Voice foft an whining, his Counte- 
nance fad and melanch: olly , his Eyes always 

bout, and his Heart ever ready to fly into 
; the ! lightet {t occafion. T Y uly my 


CMA. he's but a foolifh Lov er orhat 
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futters his W ill to be enflav-d while he has his 
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may it know that however unfit my Age may be 


for the Exercife of Love, yet dol fill 1 retain the 
You greatly complain of me, that I have 
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given my felf up altogether to the neglect of you, 
which I confefs I have, my reafon being that it is 
neither confiftent with my Gravity nor your Years, 
i {pend our time fo idly as in Love. What may 
be overlook’din Youth, in Age deferves Correéti- 
on. Our Vagaries while young proce ie from 
Folly, but when old are the Effects of a‘diftem: 
per’d Brain. When Twas a young Rarttl ed. ] 
{trutted about Streets, fung Catches un vd Ladies 
Windows, ogled them while I were doing fo, 
play’d upon ~ Mufical Inftrume ents, fcal’d their 
Walls, broke their Wind lows, and do j you think I 
knew what I did all the while? No-certainly. 
But now that [ find my felf wean’d from. thefé 
Pleafures, and have m my Head cover’d with Snow, 
and my Body diverfitied with Aches; I either be- 
lieve 1 was not then or am not now. Not know- 
ing the way I ftray’d , not feeing the Stones I 
tripp’d, not minding the gue I was entrapp’d; 
havi ing 10 Guide I was firck’d in by the W hitlpool, 
and by my too great forwardnefs was loft. But 
now that 1 am out of the Thorns, why fhould’ft 
thou defire to have me in again? Tho’ I have 
ftood Centry all the Night, yet call{t thou me in 
the Morning to my Arms ? By our former Amity 
1 befeech thee, and by the immortal Gods con- 
jure thee, that fince my Heart rebels againft thy 
Defires, thy Defires may comply with my | Heart 3 
but that thou may it not argue my grey Hairs 
suilty of Ingratitude, as ican prove thy fair Face 
wrinkled with Luft, J beg that we may caft up 
our Accounts, and fee whether we have all this 
while loft or got by our Amour: Tell me what 
has been the Event of all thele Pleafures; but 
Time ill-fpent, a good Name fully’d, a tolerable 
Eftare wafted, Credit loft, the ‘Gods offended, 
K 3 Virtue 
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i . irtue fcandaliz’d, the Title of Brutes:acquir’d, 

a) ta) th and the Surname of Infamous procurd. Thou 
ah | _ writeftin thy Letrer thar thou wilt leave Rome, 

Hi to come and ake me in the Wars of Dacia. © Re- 
al fiecting upon thy Folly J laugh, and confidering 
mS | thy Hardinefs I believe thou wilt be as good’ as 
ll thy Word. Whilft Iam thinking thus, J take 
. i) Ht thy Letter again out of my Bofom doubting’ if 

he it be thine, when my Pulfe i immediately begins to 
ae | | beat low, an d my Colourchanges in my Face, ima- 
a | | gining that either {mmodelty abounds in thee, :or 
mee i Ge avity is'wanting in me; for fuch inconfiderate 

| -roceedings can on ily be credited by thofe that 

ee are likewifera sig and incon nfiderate.. I would fain 
(a || know whither thou haft a mind to go? Thou haft 
nt) || already Poi gather’d for Verjuice , and yet 
| would’ft be fold for Wine.” Dhave eaten thee in 

i the Blofiom, and yet thou wouldft needs pafs up- 
il on me for Fruit, The Kernels be very good, but 
the Shells hard: Thou haft been foon ripe and 

{oon rotten, thereforeart now to-be loath’d. Thou 
art not pleas’d that of Forty years that hang over 
thy head, twenty five fhould have pafs’d away: in 
tailing ;asof Wine that was to be fold, or Straw- 
berries, that lay conceal'd , under corrupt and 
rottert Leaves. Tell me prythee, Bobemia, art not 
thou the Lady that has loft moft of her Teeth be- 
oe has hollow Eyes, white Hair, anda fhri- 
el'd Face, with one bland lame of ‘the Gout, and 
ae Ribs marr’d by Childbearing? “Whither 
would{t thou go, Bobemia? Put thy felf into ‘a 
Barrel, roul wich it into’a River, and fee if thot 
doit not come out Wet. We have already feafted 
on che frefh Fifh, and now thou *wouldit' put 
with the fale and muity.. OQ Bohemia, \Bo- 
bemia ! 1 an thoroughly faristed, that there is no 
} Truft 


. 
ited: 
a 
fm 
FF) 


= i 
Dot Se” & 


et Sbeaciee 
yas. ah 
(223 


yr are 
haw 


y 


ee he 


th ANTIENT S&S. 138 


Trult to be put in Youth, nor any Hope in Age, 
fince {corching Embers me lurk under cold Aft 2 
Thou complain’ft thou haft nothing, which is 4 
old Quarrel of the ie of Rome, who it 
ing from All pretend fo, for what i want in 
defert, they make up with good Luc But be- 
lieve me, Bobemia, what is unjuftly y 206, gives! little 
Sectirity to the Gainer, and lefs Fame. can’t ima: 
sine how thou coud’ tt be fo ravenous a5 to worry 
me thus, for if thou pleigh: edft thy Hair with 
one hand, thou wouldit be fure to handle ic 
Purfe with the oth ; infomuch that I had a 
harder Task to wee ed from my Cofters; than 
I have found to keep my Enemies out of my Do- 
minions; I never had any thing of value but 
what thou wouldft ask of n ne, and whatever thou 
didft ask in thofe days, I had not the Powet to 
refute ; but ne being experienc’d by Years, | have 
difcover'd the Follies | was guilty of while Young: 
Thou are ft of Labour and Poverty, when 
"tis I on y that have occafion for a Plaifler for 
thofe Sores. Doft not thou remember, a ethlasetaed Ww 
to fupply thy Neceflities, I wou’ dnegle ect my ow 
Nay thou hadit fuch an abfolute Controu - over my 
Reafon, as to make me go naked in Winter, and. 
in Summer over-charg’d with Cloaths; a Ww valk a 
Foot thro’ the Mire, and ride in the fair W fay; 
to Mourn where I thould La ugh, and Laugh when 
I fhould Mourn ; my Fear made me Bold, and 
my Boldnefs cowardly ; the Night | fe in 


Sighs, and the Days in Patience; andsinla 1 Word, 
whenever thou. had{t occafion for any thin g which 


{iwanted, I chofe rather to rob my Fathet of it, 
than not dopply thy Neceffity. Tell me, Bobewmia, 
how could’ft thou have 1 maaih ‘d thy open Follies, 
but at the expence of ry fecrer ill Co nduct 
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W iat do you think you amorous Ladies of Rome 
Le {eem to me to be ? | look upon ye at Court to be 
ne tt am 


fores to the Old; Paftime to the Young, Trea- 
rs to Fools, and eae to vicious People; 

fin your Youtl every body ptefented you, 

Nh that you might be in a con dition to prefent every 
||| Body ; now, on the contrary, you } prefent your 

1 felves to ev ery body, that all GiaWetle themfelves 

to you. Thou fayit, Bohertis thou haft two Sons, 

eft 1 
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et Mii and wanteft wherewithal to fupport them ; line 

A Wee | which my Advice is, that thou be not a little 
Pe ||| | thankful to the Gods, for the favour they have 
uy done thee: for whereas the Gd Sons of Fabri- 
0 | cius have but one Father, they have given thy 

| iat Fifty ; whereof if the Ch Idren were to’ be 


ed an nong their Parents, each Father would 
not etaie a Finger. As for our Daughter’ Lucia, 
thine in reality, and mine but in imagination, i 
would have thee to remember, | did more in Mar- 
rying her, than thou in Conceiving her, for'as to 
her bezetting thou called{t in many, the Marriage 
of her thou lefteft to me alone. i i to thee 


regard of what I would willing- 
tten, for Cornelius Butrivs, having 


me largely on thy account, [  de- 


. i j 
ign he do the like Office to thee on mine. 
Having long been acquain nted with thee, and know- 
| ing thee to be t horoughily Malicious I expect 
io Antwer from thee, but what fhall be ftuff’d 


withiall the ill Nature : ree e; yet I earnelt- 


rl ly entreat thee, nay conjure. thee by all our paft 
int Kindnelles, not to defime me openly, while I 
| rite to thee in fecret, and’ that whatever thy - 
ents‘may be, thou wouldit at le ealt re- 

what occafion thou haft given me for 


mine. Altho’ by this time we may be thought 
to 
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to be no great Friends, yet will 1 {till continue 
to fend thee Money, to the end I may have occa- 
fion to reproach thee, not only with Infidelity but 
Ingratitude. The Gods amend thee and deliver 
me from this War.. Farewel. 


Bebe T iT i Pe Dakiv. 
Bohemia's wzgrateful and upbraiding Anfwer. 


eee ET 


Obemia, thy quondam Miftrefs, to thee Mar- 
cus of Mount Cedius, her mortal Enemy , 
witheth all-the ill Will imaginable. I receiv’d 
thy Letter, whereby I underftand thy damnable 
Malice and cruel Refolutions. Such ill Men as 
thou art have a Privilege to have private Lewd- 
nefs born with, that they may not hurt us in pub- 
lick; but for my part, Marcus, I defie thee,. do 
thy worft.: If lam not in pofleffion of thy Trea- 
fure, 1 am of thy ill Name, and where I cannot 
revenge my felf with my Perfon, I will be fure to 
doit with my Tongue; for tho’ we Women be 
weak, and our Bodies confequently eafie to be 
overcome, yet are our Hearts never conquer’d. 
You fay, that efcaping from a Battel you receiv’d 
my Letter, and therewith great difturbance. I 
muft confefs it is a common thing, for worn-out 
Lechers to talk of Love, Fools of Books, and 
Cowards of War. I fay this, becaufe in An{wer- 
ing a Woman’s Letter as mine was, there was no 
neceflity of relling her, whether it was done be- 
fore an Engagement or after. 1 know well you 
efcap’d, becaufe | could guefs before hand, you 
would not be the farit that fhould engage, or the 
Iaft. that fhould run away. When you went to 
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|) the Wars in your Youth, 1 never doubted your 
| Safety ; for being. convine’diof your natural Timidi- 
ty, I could never imagine you wo ig ever bring 
aan your Lite in danger. “Now &i fince Pve told thee 
ni what thou didft in thy Youth, seit hee Marcus, 
Oi fatisfie me what thou do’ft now thon art old? Why 
me | fancy thou carry {t a half Pike, nor fo HO to 
Ph offend thy Enemy, as to bear thee up under the 
Mt |) Affli&tion of the Gout; and as for thy Helmet I 
believe thou -wear'ft that more fora conveniency 
to drink out of in a Tavern, than to ward thy 
head againft a Back-Sword: Thy Gaunlets1’m 
fure have been often pang for a Por of Wine, 
and: why fhould I think thou mak‘it any better ufe 
of che reft of thy Armour ?. I never faw thee firik 
a’Man with thy Sword, but [ have known thee 
to fight a thoufand Women with thy Tongue. <O 
unhappy Marcus! if thou hadft been as valiant 
at thy Hands, as thou art maliciousin thine Heart, 
the barbarous Nations would have as much tear’ d 
thee, as the baer mm Ladies now hate thee. Tell 
me what thou wilt, yet thou can’ft not deny that 
thou hait always been, and {till art, an impotent 
Lecher, a Hen-hearted Commander, an ungrate- 
ful Lover, an immoderate Mifer; an Enemy.to 
all Men, and a:Friend to nones therefore we that 
have ‘known thee while a yur Coxcomb; do 
now condemn thee for an old Fool. Thou fay’it 
thou thonght ft to have rid thy felf ofthe Venom 
| of my L Love with my Embraces, but I muft tell 
ri thee, “tis not fo eafie 2 a matter for one Malignity 
ma il | to part with another. Thy Heart 1s the common 
afi teceprac le of Poy fan. and therefore like Mithrida- 
tes cwere ahard matter to do thee any harm with 
it. es my part I believe it impoffible it fhould, 
for one Venom is always aid to deltrey the force 
of 
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of another; and yoursbeing by much the greater, | t 
muft of confequence prevail over the leffer. O 
Marcus! i€ allthe Women in Rome knew theeas 
well as the unhappy Bobemia, they would foon He 
be convinced how different the Words of thy Hee 
Mouth are irom the Sentiments of thy Heart: 1 


* 


} 


Infomuch chat if by thy Writings thou haft de- iy 63 
. 5 . Cc Ts & . 
ferv'd the same of a Philofopher, by thy ACtions 
thou halt much more merited that of a Tyrant. 


Thou fayft thou never couldft find any beginning ie a 


lad Hii} 


in Womens Love, nor end in their Hatred. Iam 
heartily glad that other Ladies befides me have 
difcover'd thy Worthlefnels. Obferve me, Marcus, 
for l intend'to undeceive thee. As thou never haft 
deferv’d that any Woman fhould begin to love \ 
thee, fo wilt thou have the fate that none will il 
ceafe to hatethee. Doft thou require a certainty 
in Love, who of thy felf art all Infidelity > Canft 
thou expect we fhould have areal Paffion for thee, iF 
whereas thou haft none but a feign’d one for us ? | 
Do’ft thou think to have the Enjoyment of our | 
Perfons without fome Expence to thy Pocket? ii 
Canft thou iancy there will be no Complaints of 
thee, altho’ thou never ceafeft malicious Refletti- 
ons? Thou know it us Women butill, for I would 
have thee to know that neither we are fuch No- 
vices'as thou may it imagine, nor you Men fo 
wife as ye take your felves to be. Hitherto it has 
| been obfervable, that more of your Sex have fol- 
low’d the Inclinations of ours, than ours thofe of 
yours. Alfo where a cunning Woman is able to 
deal with a thoufand Coxcombs, one Coxcomb 
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| “cannot make his part good againft the weakeltof Ee 
| our Sex. You fay you are furpriz’d at my Folly a 
| .'in defiring to leave Rome, to come feek you in the UK 
| © Wars. Great-is the Love of our Country, fince ic qj 
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occafio ns many to qi uit their Biches abroad, tolead 


4 Poor and Private “Life at home, But much 
greater, mult my Love be conitru’d towards you, 


-fince I purpos d to leave the Delights of Rome; te 


go in queft of you into a fira i y; amidft 
the Rage of War.. Oh unkind Marcus ! Oh un- 
seiterur Aurelius ! Vf I had an inelaua in to for- 
fake Rome, it was to go in earch of my Heart, 
which remain’d with thee in the Wars; and when 
ever | Has been fo u inhappy as to reflect on thy 
Abfence, 1 have always iecll into a twoon. My 
Love is not like that of Be alts, which has only 
regard to the Bie part. My Affection was con- 
fecrated to t thy Soul and ail ae Faculties. I fwear 
to. thee, Marcus, by the Goddefs Ve ‘fia and her 
Mother Berecintbia, that thou art more endebted 
to me for one Day’s Love, than for all the Services 
I have pas thee for thefe two and twenty years. 
Confider, ungrateful Marcus, to what a degree | 
have lov’ A thee. WI nen prefent I have always 
gaz'don thee, when ab ofen t doted on thea, when 
afleep dreamt o f the en at the Temple pray d 
for thee, and when pis a 1 Featt remembred thee, 
Thy Troubles have ever caus’d me Tears, and thy 
Profperity, Joy. My Wealth I have wifh’d in 
thy Poi fFeflion, and taken thy Poverty to my felf. 
Bit I muft tell thee one thing, Marcus, and that 
is, that I have never been fo fenfible of thy ill 


fag 


ifage towards me, as of the ill Returns thou haft 
made me for all my Kindnefles. It muft needs 
be of great concer n to the Covetous Man, to fee 
his Goods loft; but it willbe much gteater to the 
Lover, to have a Paffion ill plac‘d. That may well 
be calld Grief that ftill continues fo, Pain that 
is Tacs painful, Harm pe never ceales, and 
Death that never ends. On! if you Men did but 
é know 
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know to what excefs we Women love, when we 
once fet our Hearts upon ye, and to what extra- 
vagance we hate when we once begin to diflike ye, 
you certainly Pt either never encourage us to 
love, or provoke is to hate inafinueh as immode- 
rate Hatred general lly proceeds from immoderate 
Love. But you, Marcus, may fet your Heart at 
geft, for never having been much belov’d, you ineed 
not fear being aia hated. Ti He (oirovet Bobe- 
mia, has lov’d you two and twenty Years, and {he 
can only hate you till the hour of her Death, which 
fhe hopes is not far off. You tell mel have been 
prefs’ for yn and yet would be fold for 
Wine: I mult confefs I oe re etrd in my Youth, 
but then as foon as I came to underftand I was 
out of theroad, I halted and proceeded no farther. 
I err'd like an inconfiderate and weak Woman, but 
you have prefumptuouil fy gone on inan Error, tho’ 
you ought to have known ast I was mifled 
by native Ignorance, while you mifcarried thro’ 
wilful Malice. I fail by not knowing better, 
but you allalong knew what you did. I trufted to 
your Word as a Man of Honour, and you deceiv'd 
me as a Perfonthathad none. Tell me, Marcus, 
didft thou not feek an Bete ion to get acquainted 
with my Mother Geruz/ia, on purpofe to betray 
me? Did’ft thou not promife my Father to have 
me taught to read, and then thou thy felf read ft 
to me Ovid of the Art of Love > Did’ft thou not 
Sweat to be my Husband, and afterwards ye 
drewft thy Hand as a bafe and falfe Adulterer 
Art thou not confcious that I never found Since 
ty in thee, nor thou Treachery in me? At leaft 
thou can ft not deny, that by. thy ill Praftifes thou 
ha’ft render’d thy felf odiows to the Gods, infa- 
* mous 
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mous to Men, obnoxious to the Romans, {eanda- 
lous to all that are good, an example to all bad: 
and ina Word, haft prov’d treacherous to my Fa: 
pu ther, a Deceiver of my Mother, and an ungrateful 
CG | Lover to me, Oh unkind Marcus ! Haft thou 
un) | not cut me in Leaves, and offer’d thy felf to be a 
ii | Protector of our Vineyard ? But not a little over-! 
feen. are: they that confide their Chickens to the’ 
Kite, their Lambs to the Wolves, or their Davgh- 
ters to fuch Hypocrites as thee. Neither a clu- 
iter nor a fingle Grape could efcape being nibbled 
by thee.. You eat me while! was green,~and you 
have ever fince fet my Teeth on edge. -I would 
f fain know when you marry’d Fauftina whether 
ei you found her Green or Ripe? But I know well, 
il and fo do you likewife, that another had the Tap- 
ee i | ping of the Veflel, and you only drank the Lees: 
on another gather’d the Grapes, and you only glean’d 
gh | the Vine ; another prefs’d out the Juice, and you 
gaind the Pummice. Ohaccurfed Marcus } Con- 
fider how great have been thy Crimes, and thou 
Ni can {t never wonder at the Severity of thy Punifh- 
ce Hil ments ; Thou that neither deferved’ft a kind Mi- 
i firefs while thou wert young, nor a faithful Wife 
now thou art old. I could not have wifh’d my 
felf more effeStually reveng’d, than by’ thy Mar- 
tying Eauflima ; and] dare promife, that hadft 
thou but known the’ thoufandth part of what 
would have heen laid of both of ye at Rome, thou 
wouldit never have ceas’d to lament thy Know- 
ledge of her, or thy Ignorance of me. O care- 
ful Marcus! tho? thy Learning occafions thy 
Houfe to be fill’d with Philofophers by Day, yet 
by Night thy Wite’s Luft fills ic with mote Ruf 
hans and Stallions. . A juft Judgment this of the 
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Gods upon thee; for fince thy fingle Matiee wasit: 
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fafficient to ruin a thonfand good Wornens Repa- 
tations, the wickednefs of one Woman has fuf. 
fic'd rodeftroy thine. One confiderable difference 
there is betwixt my Cafe and that of your Fax- 
flina, torrwhereas my Dilrepute is only conjectn- 
ral, hers is demonftrable ; mine is only fuppos’d 
to have been acted in Secret, where hers was done 
in the Face of the World. If I deferve Punith- 
ment for one imaginary Crime, what ought fhe 
to fufter that has been convi€ted of {> many real 
ones? My Difhonour ends with my Fault, and 
vanifhes with my Amendment; whereas hers and 
yours {pring from your Inclinations, are continued 
by repeated ill Pra€tices, and grow up equally 
with your Lives. In a word, your Infamy can 
never die, becaufé ’tris moft certain ye can never 
be prevail’d upon to live well: O unthinking 

farcus! With all thy Learning thou know’ft 
not that a bad Name is acquir’d by lofing a good 
one, and a good by relinquifhing abadone. You 
malicioufly aitirm whatever you fufpect, and 
would you have me to concéal what I have feen 
with my Eyes? However one thing you may al- 
ways be fecure of, and that is, that neither you, 
nor your Feufizna, are likely to fuffer by falfe 
Witnefifes, fince what is fo evident as your Mif- 
carriages needs not a Lye to fupport it. You fay 
we Rowan Ladies wanting all other good Quali- 
ties, are only honour’d for our Pride ; to which I 
aniwer, that as there is nothing to: be expeCted 
but Prickles from Thorns, and Venom from Ser- 
pents, fo nothing proceeds from thy Mouth but 
Slander. Upon a frequent Obfervation I have te- 
mark’d, that as thou never {peak’ft well of any 
Body, no Body ever yet {poke well of thee. I de- 
fitg no greater fatisfaction for all the ill Offices 
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thou haft done me, than to be affur’d that all the 
Ladies of Rome, wifh thee no better than I. The 
Life of that Man muft be fuperlatively bad 
which all bewail, and for whofe Death every Bos 
dy wifhes. It is»peculiar to fuch ungrateful 
Wretches as thou art, to forget the Plenty they 
receive, and to grudge the Pittance they give; 
whilft the generous Soul glories in his Bounty, 
and refufes all Prefents, inafmuch as by giving 
he makes himfelf a Prince, and by receiving a 
Slave. I would ask thee what thou ever gaveit 
me, and what thou haft not receivd from me? 
Have not I given thee poffeflion of my good Name, 
my Life, my Eftate, and banifh’d my felf from 
my Country for thy fake, and what halt thou 
done in return but to make me miferable? Thou 
never gav'it me any thing with a good will,» nor 
did I ever receive any thing from thee but unwil- 
lingly. All things of this kind gaina good Cha- 
racter not from their outward Appearance, but 
from the fecret Intention with which they were 
given; and I think ‘tis now pretty plain, that 
you did not prefent me for the fake of enjoying 
my Perfon, bur with defign to make your: felf 
Mafter of my Wealth; therefore inftead or the 
Title of a generous Lover, which you affect, you 
ought to be branded with that of a Thiet anda 
Robber, which you deferve. The Ring f receiv'd 
from thee, I have already thrown into the River ; 
and the Cloaths I had from thee, [ have burnt; 
and as for my Body, if I thought it ever the bet- 
ter for the Meat and Drink I have had of thine, I 
would open my Veins, and fluce out the contagi- 
ous Nourifhment. O prejudic’d Marcus ! Thy 
black Malice would not fuffer thee to underftand 
my plain and eafie Letter, for | did mot defre 

| Money 
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> 
Money of thee out of any want I had of thy fuppor 
Ba to fatishe my weil inclind Heart, with an oc 

n for due*Acknowledements. Such vain and 
eovetous Wretches as thou art, ate continually 
hankering after Prefents, whereas an Heart truly 
loving, as Mine was, required only Love for Love. 
There is little truft to be put in a Man that loves 
only to gratity his Luft, or in a Woman that has 
meetly regard to her Intereft ; inafmuch as the 
Paffion of the former will end with the Beauty of 
the latter, and that of the latter with the 
Wealth of the former. If thy Love proceeds 
barely from the Charms in my Face, and mine 
from thofe in thy Purfe, we cannot deferve the 
name of Lovers, but rather that of Impoftors. O 
Marcus ! tho’ thou all along pretendedft thy felf 
a Slave to my Beauty, Fn ver had any Pafhion 
forthy Purfe; yet as s 1 did from my Heart love thee 
then, [as heartily hate thee now. Thou intima 
telt that the Gods have done kindly by me in 
giving me-but two Sons, and to thofe two many 


me 


_ Fathers. The worit quality ina Woman is Shame- 


lefinefS, and the worft in a Man Sland: ering and, 
Lying. Now as we Women ought in fome mea- 
fre to be born with, on account of the frailty of 
our Natures, fo a Man’s Wifdom fhould never al- 
low him to expofe us. I fay this, becaufe I never 
yet obferv’d io much Difcretion in thee as to con- 
ceal thy own Malice, or fo much ae as to 
excufe our Weaknelles. Thou fayft 1 my Sons have 
many Fathers, and I fay to thee that tho’ thor 
fhouldit die, the Sons thou haft had 1 by Fuuftina, 
wilt not be FatherlefS, and if as thou tell'f {t me, 
the Gods have been kind to my Sons, thou haft 
been no: lefs kind to thofe of Strangers; for Fax- 
ftina could never have put thee to any better ufe 
EAP than 
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than to cover her Frailties, and breed up her Ba- 
flards. O ftupid Marcus ! thou mayft now well 
| fet chine Heart at reft, and take no farther care 
Be) i) for thy Children; for I dare affure thee, thofe 
Nn | that are thy own, will never have occafion 
Re | | to be married. One thing however we muff all 
my acknowledge our felves oblig’d to thee for, and 
that is for thatadmirable example of Patience gi- 
venus, in bearing fo daftardly with the Freedom of 
Faujtina; but as thou haft tolerated fo many pub- 
lick Infamies in her, J can’t think it Prudence to 
hl truft thee with any more Secrets, fo bid thee Fare- 
a) wel, defiring an end of thy Life with this of my 
eh | Letter. Farewel. 


—— 
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LETTER LV: 


Marcus Aurelius, to Matrina 2 Roman Lady, 
| with whou he was fallen defperately im 
il Love:by feeing her at a Window. 


ae 


N It Arcus, the moft loving Emperor of Rome, 
LV tothee Matrina, his belt belov'd Miftrefs, 
fendeth Health. I know not whether it was thro’ 


feen thee at the Window; and had I not feen 
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thee at the Window, I had not fallen in Love with 
thee; and had I not fallen in Love with thee, } 
had neither given thee this. trouble, nor tormented 
my, felf with the Thoughts of thee, and what is 
more, expos’d both of us to the common Tittle 
Tattle of Rome. Molt certainly, Matrina, thou 
wert as blameable for giving occafion for my Love, 
as I were for indulging it; and fince thou ex- 
pofedit the But of thy Beauty to view, how 
could I forbear fhooting my Heart at it? Spright- 
ly rouling Eyes, Carnation ruddy Cheeks, Alaba- 
fter polifh’d Teeth, golden Locks, pouting Li ps, 
iwelling Breafts, with all the advantages of Art 
to back them, are more than fufficient to ruin 2 
Man of my Complexion. How then fhould I be 
able to refift fo many Charms, when fo fairly 
fet to Sale ina Window? I am apt to fancy fince 
thou hadft the Goodnefs to thew thy Body fo 
publickly, thou wert willing I fhould dive into 
thy Mind, which I flatter my felf to be in my fa- 
vour. And if fo, Afarrina, as I dare promife it 
was, why fhould{t thou not defire one tHat .de- 
fires thee ; countenance one that admires thee ; 
and underftand one that I’m fure underftands thee? 
As 1 were going thro’ the Street Sa/aria, to fee 
dome Thieves executed, what Objef&t fhould my 
Eyes figft meet but you, whereby my Heart was 
immediately put on the Rack ? You made amore 
ievere Example of me, than I could do of the 
me iets is AD Rep 

Maletattors ; for whereas | could only make them 
undergo one Death, you made me to fuffer a 
thoufand. The Gibbet could not be fo unjuft to 
them that never did any good, as thou art to me 
that never did thee any harm. One moment took 
away their Lives, but I have been dying ever fince 


1 faw thee. Iam punifh’d wrongfully, they de- 
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fervedly ; ; they openly, I fecretly. What fhalf 1 

i fay mote? They wept Tears becaufe they. were to 

hi | die, and acne dtegs of Blood, becaufe 1 am to 
This difference there will, be moreover be- 

ne is. that their Torments were 


odie es, ‘and mine are. ¢on- 


a Give. 
| twixt uS, and 
extended all over the 
centred in my Hatt O cruel Matrina! what Ju- 
es can that be that p s Robbers of Goods 
h De ath, and yet permits Purloyners of Hearts 

> IF =a ; di hat cut Pur- 
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i) ae 2 at wound our 
i vety Entrails? hee bi Oe noble Bite 
il Matesass ¢ by the Godd efs Venu 
| either Heart, or grant a, Satis- 
faction | { Thad rather thou fhoul att 
HH be convinc'd cetity of my Atfections, 
| : :; 3c sbhling 
than 1a h the Scribbling of my Pen. 
| If my Fortune were fo fav ourable g. ane thy Con- 


4 


iy defcention fo great as to grant me an Interview, 


} 
I might then hope to gain that by my Prefence, 
i which I defpair to.obtain by my Letters. The 
. Reafén is, that what I write, thou wilt barely 
read, whereas my Tears, might ee work a 
| better Effect. . Would to the Gods, Matrima, my 


Mouth ‘were able to exprefs the Torments my 
Heart feels. ft iby suld not then doubt but the Ex- 
‘ \fiGtions would {uffice to, awaken 
Indifference, for as thy Beauty 
mn have already made me thine, 
rave reafon to hope thy k nowledge 
vould make Bs PING) ke Sil - 
| ly the day my Heart was Ca tivated by fee 
if thee at. the Window, I had Hof force to vefift 
it ver to conftrain me; and it was 
aeNsiation to leave me, than in my 
quit thee. Now, Maetrina, what 
wou ild{ {; 
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would{t thou have me to fay more to thee? Thou 
art fo much Miftrefs of ve and I fo little Mafter 
of my felf, that whether I will or not, I am 
oblig’d to refign gy Liberty, yet wilt thou not 
fo tnuch as infinuate thy felf to be mine. But 

fince of Eee tity T mutta pprove my felf thy Slave, 

do thou be as fecure of my Fidelity, as I am 
doubtful of thy Amity. Thus much thall fuffice 
at prefent; I only defire thee to make as much ac- 
count of my Death, as I do of thy Life. I hav 
fene thee Ten fmali Gold Ri ings, with as many 
Alexandrian Stones in them, which as often as 
thou fhalt put on thy Fingers s, I conjure | aes to 
admit me into thy Thoug hts. This Mares 

Amorous | Emperour, writes to thee, Marri ie 

his own hand. Farewe 
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The fame to the fame, Gea bi her how bis 
Paffion encreas'd 1 for her “daily. 


y Arcus, now a Neighbour. to Rome, writes 
| Once more to thee, Matrina, his delicious 
. I call thee delicious, becaufe thou art 
lelight of Mankind ; I call thee Enemy, be- 
fe thou refufeft to contribute to the preferva- 
| now not how it happens, 
fure 1am that fince the Featt of Fanus, I have 
tten thee three Letters ; in Us to whicht 
| have been over-joy’ 
one. If I protter thee Stee! thou refitelt it’; 
if I offer to look on thee, thou turneit away 
thy Head; if If{peak to thee, thou wilt not vouch- 
: | fafo 
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fafe an Anfwer ; if I write, I hear nothing in 
setutn, if 1 prefume to vi ifit ee thou wiltnot 
fee me ; and what is yet worfe than all thefe,.if 
any one inform thee of my Affli€tions on thy ac: 
count, thou turn ‘t them all into:Ridicule. Oh’! 
if J had as much Knowledge how to deal with 
thee, as thou haft Power to plague me, my Wif- 
dom would be no lefs admird among wife Men, 
than y Beauty is among Fools. I beg thee not 
to regard the Confufion of my Reafoning, fince 
my Tears alone difcover the Sincerity of my Soul, 
4 cannot imagine what Benefit thou can’ft pro- 
pofe tothy felt from ant Ruin? What Security 
from my Danger ? or Pleafure ftom my Uneafinefs? 
The Meffenger I fent with my laft Letter, brought 
ine word that without reading the leaft part of it, 
thou in a ‘fury tort it to pieces. J know not, 
Matrina, what could encline thee to do this, but 
furel.am, I had much rather be torn into Mam: 
mocks my felf, than thou: fhoud’*ft do the like to 
what [ now fend, . becaufe I would not have thee 
ignorant of what I am about to fay. You Ladies 
are {0 extravagant in your Refentments,, that for 
the fault of one Man, you could willingly wifh all 
the Sex deftroy’d. You are alfo always in ex- 
ty emes, for ihe that at one time fhall profefs Love 
to all. Mankind, thall at another join with an 
b undred others, to procure the Ruin of: one Man, 
You. will pardo mn all in Publick and! in private 
plot their Deftru&ion... For my part, Matrina, 
i don’t much value what you did to my Letter, 
but I took moft unkindly whatyoubid my} Neigh- 
hour Valerius tell me. I would have you ‘'re- 
member one thing, and by no means forget ‘it, 
and that is, that whereas I have fo.little Liberty 
seit, and am become altogether yours, by the 
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reat Power you have over me, you fhould look 
upon all Injuries:*done me, as done to your felf. 
I would nét have* you to proceed in this cruel 
Courfe you have begun, fince you fee you may 
therebyendanger the Lives of us both. Pardon 
me, Matrina, if l fay any malicious Thing of you, 
but confidering you ftill perfevere to deferve it, 
I-cannot fometimes help it. You were wont to 
be'better conditiomd, or at leaft you had the Re- 
putation of being fo, but now you extinguifh 
your former good Name, by your prefent bad one. 
You muft needs know that nothing can be more 
blameable in any one than Ingratitude, for you can- 
not have an entire claim to Virtue, without the 
contrary neceflary Quality. Ingratitude never 
fhews it felf more than in Love, for tho’ I vifit 
you often, and you never retutn my Vifits, that’s 
nothing; if 1 {peak to you, and you vouchfafe 
meno Anfwer, that’s nothing; if 1 take notice of 
you, and you won't know me, that’s nothing ; 
if I weep and you laugh, that’s nothing ; if Dask 
a favour, and you deny it me, that’s nothing ; if 
you owe-me Money, and don’t pay me, that’s 
nothing ; but if I love you, and you don’t return 
my Love; that’s a great matter ; and which nei- 
ther your Looks can diflemble, nor my Heart for- 
give. All Crimes may be excus’d in us Mortals, 
by reafon of our natural frailty, except Womens 
UnkindnefS and Mens {ngratitude only,both which 
are:the Product of Malice. For all the Services 
I have hitherto done thee, Matrina, as allo tor 
many more that lam {till difpos’d to do, I ask 
only one Thing, which I hope thou wilt no more 
{cruple to grant, than I do to run the hazard of 
requefting it. If thou fay’ft thy Husband Pe- 
troclus has the fole Propriety of thee, admit me 
A, tG 
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H | to thy Embraces and I will foon vindicate a Right 
an to thee, when the Vain-glory of being thine will 
at | quickly ‘extings uifh the Thovgh ts of thy not being 
ant ey legally mine. 1 have often wonder’d how for 
A the fake of tefuling one poor pittance of-Pleafure, 
thou could{t ex pote thy felf to the Plague of fo 
enn much Importunity ? ‘Tis certain we often stant 
A | that to an importunat te. E erfon to get rid of him, 
Wil WIL which we would have denied him, if he had been 
| odeft.. If you sitious of the Title of 


ne 
or, 1 own my “felt conquer'd ; if ofa 
er, |. am ruind; and if of a Murtherer, 1 
My feagek, Behavi iour before ‘your 
low, and my melancholy Carriage at home, 
re evident Tokens of my being in a fair way to 
e your Martyr. wr would have me ef- 
is Fate, d any me not the means that may 
it: and i date affirm it will be 
nendak able in you to expole neue 
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ial do to make you ‘my 

jee ht reafonably hope for a 

having no Merit, I muft 

in Love... By the Mellenger 
nd you this Letter, and tho” you 

eae your Meflage , I have 
conceal mine. 1 fend yo wii kewife 
J earls, and a Pendant of Gold; and 
raying the immortal Gods that thou may it re- 
eive this my ee with the megs \iteCtion and. 
good: Will. with which 1 wrote it. I bid thee 
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The fame, to his Friend Pyramon, concerning 
the Duties of Briendfhip. 


Arcus the Orator, native of Mount Cefius, 
af to thee, Pyramon, of Lyons, his pee ular 
Friend , withes all manner of Profperity and Re- 
fuge againft ill Fortune. On the third of the 
Callends of Fanuary, { receiv'd a Letter of thine 
herein Reme, by which I learn thou haft had ano 
ther of mine. Tho’ I make no great account of 
thy Words, yet dol greatly value the Meaning of 
them; which gives me to underftand that both 
thou and thine are in Health. But to come to 
the purpofe; thou know’ft well, my Friend Py- 
ramon, how neatly we ate allied by Blood, how 
antient we are in our Friendfhi ip, confirm’d in our 
Love, united in our Hearts, and unanimous in 
our Wills. Thou muft needs remember how 
when we liv’d at Rbodes together, we lodg’d in 
the fame Bed, and eat at the fame Table. What. 
ever thou had’ft once deter mind, I immediately 
put in Execution, and whenever I had advanc’d 
any Opinion, thou wert never known to contra- 
ditt me in it. Certainly we both inform the fame 
Body ; and tho? we may feem to be two in ap- 
pearance, yet are we but one in reality. But 

what's the meaning, my dear Pyramon, eT ae 
writ ft Me word thou art melancholy, anc | yet doft 
not tell me why ? That thou complain’ft of Defigns 
againit thy Life, and yet doft not acqua aint me 
who it is that has laid them >? If thou wilt not 
communicate thy: Misfortunes to me, being thy 
. Friend ; 
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54 LETTERS of 

Friend , TP muft tell thee, 1 have a Right to de- 
mand the Knowledge of ithem. °'The piteous 
ods have long-fince decreed, thatall Content 
and Satisfaction fhould leave my Houle, and that 
BL from thence forward I fhould become: the Prince 
AN | f Tribulation ; fo that thou wilt find ita hard 
matter, Pyramon, to keep out of the bounds of 


— 
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ma) ; my Territories. ‘But Raillery apart: Tell me pre- 
ay, thee, when didft thon ever fee me fed whilft thow 
wert hungry, when fleep and thou watch, when 
play and thou work? Certainly; tho’ Eftates have 
Proprietors , Mistortunes have none, but come 
to all in common. One thing, Friend Pyzamon, 
I muft needs beg of thee, incafe thow hafta mind 
to continue our Friend(hip j\and that is, that thou 
would{t take to thy felf my Delights, and in'ex- 
change give me thy Perplexities 3*fince 1 know 
well thou wert born for Pleafure, whereas 1 were 
defign’d for nothing but Trouble. The greateft 
Inftance of this, thou might'ft have’ perceiv'd at 
the Death of thy Sifter: Famaria, for while I la- 
mented thy Lois, thou laughedft at thy own Af- 
fliGtion. Having this Example of my Fidelity, 
how cant thou fcruple trufting me) with the 
Caufe of thy Grief? Yet as often as I have ask’d 
it of thee, thou haft always found fome frivolous 
| excufe to avoid fatisfying me: Ineverthelefs con- 
al tinue to require iv of thee, and conjure thee by 
| the Immortal Gods tolet my Heart be:acquainted 
with thy Sorrows, for whatever thow art dif- 
pos’d to do, I will do the fame, if thou walk’ft, 
i will walk; if thou ftand’ft till, Dwilbdo fo 
likewife: if thou art weary’d, Lam tyrd; if 
thou work’ft, I will do the like 5 and if thou 
leav't off, I will dofo too; in fine, if thou dieft, 
thou know’ftit is out of my power to‘live ; there- 

fore 


ene 
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fore choofe, Friend Pyramon, whatever Condition 
thou wilt, and be aflur'd that both our Affi€tions 
fhall torment one Heart. If thou art difpleas’d, 
nothing pleafes me; if thou doft weep, 1 fwear i 
never to laugh ; if thou feek’{t to lay down thy i) 
burthen, I prefently refolve to take it up; if thou | 
art enclin’d to love Solitude, I immediately hate 
Company ; and if to love Company, I foon hate 
Solitude. In a word, whatever thy Inclination is, 
{am determin’d the fame -fhall be mine. Thou he 
complainft that in all the Troubles of thy Life, Wi 
thou never yet could’ft find Relation to affitt thee, nik 
nor Friend to Advife thee ; whereupon I muft tell | 
thee, my Pyramon, that the like difappointment ue 
has allalong befallen me, Affiftance ever favouring “|B 
Riches, and Confolation Wifdom, neither of RN 
which Qualities | can pretend to; for fo my un- 
lucky Stars would haveit, that Negligence fhould 
ever deprive me of Knowledge, and Fortune of 
Wealth. Thus all I can do is to lament thy Dit: 
after, for thou mayft hereby perceive ] am no 
ways able to remedy it. You fay in your Letter, 
your Neighbours and Friends have promis’d you 
many things which they never perform’d. ‘This 
fam apt to believe, inafmuch asa wife Hand is 
not oblig’d to give whatever a foolifh Tongue 
fhall promife. Certainly if our Feet fhould al- 
ways dance, and our Hands work to the Mufick i 
of the Tongue, in few days we fhould neither i 
have Life nor Reputation left ; however it is the l 
cuftom of the World, for the Tongue to ride Poft h 
and the Hands to go but a Foot pace. But com- 1 
ing more particularly to your Cafe, I mutt tell 
| you, you ought not to be concern’d, that you Mh 
| have been able to find but in few, what many have Hae 
| sound plentifully in yon; for ’tis the Cuftom to ite 
| receive 
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156 LETTERS of 
receive briskly and quickly, and to give flowly 
and withanill Will, Thofe th at be prefumptuous 
| do the one, and thofe that are flothful the other, 
Pa |i), The Greeks are wont to fay, that he is a good 
i | Friend that does but Promife, tho’ he be long in ful 
LA filling; whereas we Romans, on the contrary at- 
te firm, that it is better to deny prefently, to the,end 
the Perfon that asks, may be as quickly undeceiv’d 
in his Expectations: Hereupon | fay, that he that 
has it inhis power to give, and does it not, isan o- 
ee Enemy ; whereas h e that immediately promifes 

d pe erforms flowly is a doubtful Friend... What 


i eek afion is there for Words to our. Friends, when 
Mei we can affift them with our Works? It is not rea- 
l fonable that he that gives me his Heart, which 1s 


the beft part of the Body, fhould have noth ling in 
' return but my Tongue which is the worlt. Cer- 
a tainly, it is neither a agreea ble to the Laws of the 
Hh Gods, nor Fricidfhip, that when 1 ask a favour 
of a Friend in hi afte, he fhould think fit to grant it 
me at leifure. PJsto, in his Laws has this Arti- 
cle, We orde im (fays he) that 18 our Common- 
wealth, the Profperous have ii als given them, 
tbat ibey may not fall, and the L Jnfortunate Affi- 
fle anCE, + D, 1b t the y May not aé pair. Under thefe 
Words is compriz’d much matter, for thou know’ft 
well, my Pyramon, that an ae Heart receives 
but little comiort Irom bare Words; and that 
thofe that have had Hs ‘Benes of our good 
ae wifhes in 1 Profperity, 0 ought to have likewife that 

of our good Works in Adverfity. Yet I would 
ask thee one thing: Why art thou fo prefumptu- 
ous in mig and neverthelefs refufeft another 
a the like liberty in Denying ¢ Undoubtedly as 

there is a Shame -in immoderate Defiring, fo is 

there . fometimes a neceflity for a Denial ; for an 
impor- 
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itnportunate Man deferves not even the leaft fa- 
vour tobe done him. I would have thee to know, 
my Pyramon, if thou hitherto art ignorant of it, 
that to obtain all is demanded, belongs only to 
the Gods. In cafes of Men, to give allis the fign 
of Slavery, and to deny fomething, that of Free- 
dom. To be concetn’d at what is refus’d becomes 
Tyrants, and to be unthankful for what is given 
is the cuftom of Barbarians: But to fupport with 
Refolution the Thoughts of what is with-held, is 
only the Condition of the Romans. One of the 
Things wherein Falius Cefar, fhew'd his Courage 
moft, was, in rejoicing after he had had any great 
Difappointment in the Senate ; for he was'wont 
to fay, that Rome could not oblige him more, ‘than 
when fhe faw him moft eager in asking, to be as 
forward in denying ; fince fhe thereby gave him 
an Opportunity to obtain by Force, what fhe was 
not able to keep from him. Methinks it were 
better to have recourfe to the Gods, with peace- 
able Virtues, than to offend them by Quartels. 
For the quiet of thy Confcience when thou {halt 
find thy Petition rejected, either by the Gods or 
Men, confider the great deal they have before 
sranted. thee, and the little they have refus’d. 
QO! How ungrateful are we both to the Gods and 
one another! inafmuch as we are accuftom’d to 
leflen what we receive, and magnifie what we 
have deny’d us. If 1 am not miftaken, my Py- 
vamon, thou att now Fifty years of Age, during 
all which time thou haft been continually oblig’d 
by fome Body ot other, and yet wert never known 
to have done any Body the leaft Service; fo that 
thon haft no reafon to complain of only eight un- 
lucky Days, which Fortune has allotted thee 
fince thou haft been unthankful to her, for fo 
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158 LETTERS of 
many years Kindneffes. You tell mein your Let: 
ter, you extremely wonder at your Neighbours 
envying you; and J muftitell you, that all won or 
ay ie proceeds from Ignorance, and want of Experience; 
A) | for the World is now come to that perfection, 
aA) || that whatever we fufter we imediately find a Re. 
| medy for. If we are hungry we eat, if acold 
warm our felves, if weary reft our felves, if fick 
Hi cure our felves, and if melancholy: divert our 
Fh | felves, in a manner that all the troubles of our 
1M Lives, aré alleviated by fome Diverfion or other: 
vu except thofe of Envy only, from which no For- 
i trefs can fecure us, Cave conceal us, Mountain 
a aa | remove us, nor Money redeem us. Envy is a Ser- 
ah, pent whole Venom extends fo univerfally, that 
hl! never any Mortal could hitherto efcape it. The 
more any one is elevated by Fortune, my Pyramor,, 
the more he is expos’d to this InfeCtion. Envy 
always reaches thofe fooneft that are-‘remov’d far- 
theft from her, and ever prepares-her rankeft 
‘Darts for the moft profperous Condition. Ofall 
the Books I have perus’d in feveral Languages, 
and of all the Men I have convers’d with in di- 
vers Faculties, I could never yet learn what Secu- 
tity there was to be made ufe of againft an Envi- 
ous Man; unlefs it were to renounce Profperity 
and fic down contentedly with adverfe Forrune. 
Oh! How unhappy then are all thofe that covet 
either Wealth or Grandeur? Since they cannot 
pretend to efcape the Danger of Sey//a, without 
falling into Carybdis ; nor get clear of one Plague 
without incurring a worle ; I mean the malignity 
of Envy will not fufter them to avoid Death, nor 
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the Remedy we apply fuftice to fecure their Lives. 
I dare not offer to determine which is beft, or to 
fay better which is worlt, extream Mifery free 

from 


se 
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from the rifques of Fortune, or extream» Profpe- 
rity expos’d .to.all the accidents of Life , for as 
ne endangers out Lives, the other does our sood 
Names. { may fay to the ee; my Pyramon: wh lat 
wile. Cicero faid heretofore. to thofe that perfe- 
cuted him at Rome: Look ye, Romans, I neither Ww: 
take you: to be fo good, nor my felf J bad, that Hr 
you fhould always fpeak Truth, and I Lye for I ) 
am certain, you donot fo much envy me, ‘abiag I 
GUL not as you aré, as that.you cannot be what 1 any i 
zm which Cafe, 1 had rather my Enemies fhould he IM 
pine at my Profperity, than my Eriends at my Ad- Mi 
verfity. ‘Tral y; my Fri iend Pyramon, I know not | 
Yao, Reme dy to advife thee,to againtt b Envy, fincé 
the World fo abounds wi ith it. We muit be fen- 
fible we are. born. with it, live with it, and die 
with it. The antient Sages counfel’d Rich Men itt 
never to have any Poor by them.; and the Poor 
thar they fhould not live near the Rich; and alk 
this with good Reafon, for the Envy of the Poor 
Man, always proc ceeds fiom the Wealth of the 
Rich; and whatever abounds in the latter, and is 
want ing in. the former, occafions Difcord in th 
‘ommon-Wealth... J {wear to thee, my Friend 


ee 


Biro avion, altho all ill Men would have me to xs 
lwe: ¢ falfel y, that as many Rich Men as Cove- Ni 
toutnels: can make, fo many Shatter ers are pro- By 
due’d by Envy ; but I muft tell thee, *tisnot good y 
Cou fel to fly the contrary Virtue, that thou i 
may it avoid chis Vice. Homer, acquaints us that nl FA 
in his time, there were two Greeks, equally Ad- Hi 
mitets of Extreams ; whereof Achilles. was ex- RS 
ceeding valiant, and envy’d by every Body; and, hu 2 
Tbyefie 
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| 5, exceflive malicious, and envy'd by no i 
| Body : Now were I to chufe, whether of thefe i 
| «two 1 would be, I fhould rather with to be 1) 
Achilles 
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160 LETTERS of 
Achilles with Envy, than Thyeffes without it. 
Thou know’it well, my Pyramon, that we Ro- 
mans, {eck on only for. Repofe during our Lives, and 
ol Honour after our Deaths ; wherefore ’tis not pro- 
yl | bable, that we that have taken fo great pains to 
Hy) | be envy’d, fho pall efc jae it. Thou writeft me 
agit how all are chearful and healthy at Lyons, 
except thy felt, who art fickly and melancholy. 
Now fince the sla 1o not feem pleas’d at thy Unea- 
finefs, do not thou eer em difpleas’d at their Hap- 
pinefs ; for a iy may come that the Scene may 
change, and then thou wilt be quits with them. 
There can be nothing worle in an ill Man, or a 
greater Crime ina good, than to take Pleafirre in 
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: another Man’s Misfortunes, or to envy another's 
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a Wealth; for as Envy is not a little prejudicial, 

a | yet is it {till more 1 rkfom from a Friend, than an 
A a En oe: ; becaufe 1 am aware of the latter, and 
quently take care to avoid him, whereas the 


former mae ne with his pretended Friend{hip, 
and makes me « ab al my felf. Of all Ene- 
mies none are worfe than thofe, that from Friends 
become =nvionst of our Happinefs. I conclude, 
my P yramon, with this Advice, that thou rather 
chufe to. keep Compa any with thy Friends than 
Enemies; I know not what to write more to 
thee, except that a] am ex ceeding] y afilicted at 
the feveral late Misfortunes that have befallen 
thee. I duppote thou haft already heard how my 
Niece Brujfia was flain lately with a Dagger, by 
her own Husband, whofe Death I extreamly te- 
eret, and whofe Fame I exceediugly rejoice in. 

Your Uncle Flavins Prifcus has been a4 new 

choten Conful, and the e Law Suit between my 

it Brother Furnius and Brillus, is at lait happily 
| ended by Arbitrators. | have finith’d my Book 
entitu- 
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entituled , A Comforter for the Diftrefsd, 
have laid it up in the Capito/; but becaufel wrote 
it in Greek, 1 have dec clin'd fendi ng it to you; 
however have fent you a rich Sword, and a aiBeet 
Belt. My Fau/fina falutes you, and fends your 
Lady two Female Slaves. The Gods i your 
Protectors , and comfort you in your pretent 
Troubles. This from Marcus the Fortunate, to 
Pyramon the Unhappy. Farewel. 
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The fame, to Domitius of Capua, cozforting 
hine under his Banifhm seitt, 


Marcus, the Roman Orator eens 3 Nati is € Of 

Mount Ce/izs , to thee Domitius, of Capua, 
with Health and Confolation from the Comfor: 
ting Gods. Speaven Winter has, produced a 
mighty Wind, which has occafion’d great Floods, 
which have caus’d much Humidity, which has 
bred many Difeafes, and whereof for my fthare, 
I have the Gout in my Hands, and a Sczatica in 
my Thigh. For this reafon | am neither able to 
come to vifit ghee; nor have ability to write to 
thee ; efpecially fo much as thy fad Hap requires 
and thy Meri He deferves. I have beea intorm’d 
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that on arcount of an morie, ThOU Nalt haa d wit 
fere nce wit n ti hy 1 Nei ehbour the. j al Pician. Vu 1] @3) 
has occafion d thee to be ba nil H hed trom LaVEG, 


anr ir \ es A L, t), i en 9) es ee rT 
and him to be thrown into the frilon Mammerti- 
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na. They alfo tell me thy Goods have been con- 
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Teo years, all which has made thee to lament 
contini ally] by Day, and grieve immoderately by 
Night. in Company I underftand thou art uneafy, 
and in bol litude defponding, which I cannot how- 
ever much wonder at, fince forrowful and aking 
He atts: as thine muft needs be, can never he ex- 
petted to have dry Eyes. I gm exceedingly con- 
cern’d to hear all this, and the rather in that fo 
trifling an Occafion fhould ye the Caufe of fo much 
Ruine. Oh how variable is Fortune, and how 
foon may an ill Accident happen! Before our 
Eyes we have daily thefe Evils, yet fee them not; 

we touch them, yet feel%hem not; we ftumble 
on them, yet mind them not; they {peak to us, 
yet we hear them not; and cry to us, yet we un- 
derftand them not , and all this is, "becaufe we 
have no inclination to become acquainted with 
them Ina word we then and not before, begin 
to be fenfible of our Misfortunes, when it is out 
of our Power to Remedy them. ‘Tis certain a 
ade {park will fire a Houfe, a {mall Stone 
founder a Horfe, and a fmall Rock fplit a Ship. 
i mean we often receive the ereateft datnage 
from what we expect the leaft danger. The Sur- 
Seon Ta that Poftula moft which appears the 
Teaft: The Pilot is more apprehenfive of conceal’d 
She oe and Sands, th. an the rougheft Sea: The 
General is moreatiraid of a fecret Ambufcade than 
an open Force : ine which implies, that a wife 
Man is not fo much to ftand in awe of his Ene- 
mies, as his Friends; of a cruel War, as an ovet- 
fecure Peace ;, or of a publick Peril, as of a pri- 
vate Danger. Oh! how many have I known, 
that in a the moft difa we ous Cafes. Fortune could 
not fhake, yet a little Negligence has afterwards 
bade them ‘fubjeg to het Power. I would fain 
af pee 6 oe know 
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know of thee, what ftability can a Man propoie | 


to himfelf in Profperity, fince fo fmall and in- 7 
confiderable a matter as this Crime of yours, Z 
could be able to alter his Condition. Being thus | 
made wife by Obfervation, I will for the future 4 
neither ftand in awe of the Storms of Fortune, FA 
nor put any Truft in her Halcyon Weather. Her Way 5 


wom 


Thunder fhall not fright me, nor her Sunfhine Hi 
chear me. I will neither be thankful that fhe re- | 
mains with me, nor forrowful when fhe leaves Wh 
me. Her Flatteries fhall not move me, nor her hy 
Treachery concern me. I will neither lament for HS 
her difappointing me, nor rejoice at her comply- i 
ing with my Withes ; of all which if you would 
know the Reafon, I will tell ic you: Our Happi- | 
nefs is fo doubtful, and Fortune fo wayward, that 
fhe does not always ftrike, where fhe threatens, 
nor threaten when fhe Strikes. The wife Man 
does not aét fo cautioufly as to think at every 
ftep to fall, nor fo carelefly as to expect ftumbling 
in a plain Way, for oftentimes falfe Fortune 
fhakes her Weapons, and never wounds, where- 
as fometimes fhe wounds, and never gives any 
watning by brandifhing her Weapon. Believe me, 
Domitius, a Man is then moft expos’d to Danger, 
when he believes himfelf in the greateft Security. 
Wouldft thou be fatisfied of this, thou muft re- 
collect the Cafe of Hercules, who after he had 
evaded many great Perils both by Land and Sea, 
died at laft in his Miftreffes Arms : Laomedon 
alfo perifh'd not under the Walls of Lvoy, where HL 
he had frequently fought Death, but was kill’d in He 
his own Houfe: The famous Warriour, Alexander Wh 
the Great, died not in. his many Expeditions i 
abroad, but was poyfon’d athome: Julius Cafar, Mi 
| tho’ he had ecicap’d the Fate of Two and Fitry 1), 
? " ED. 
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164 LET TERS of 
Battels, yet at length was flain in the Senate- 
Houfe: Afclepius, Brother to Pompey the Great, 
an | afier Ten years efcaping the dangers of the Sea, 
my was drown’d ina Well: And laftly, good Dru/fus, 
We having conquerd the Parthians, and being about 
to receive his Triumph, as he was going into the 
Sella Curulis, a Tile fell on his Head, and dafh’d 
out his Brains. Wouldit thou have any more ex- 
amples, Domitius, of the Inconftancy of Fortune? 
| Thou muft know then, that my Sifter, Lwcza, 
a i holding a Needle in her Hand, and her Child be- 
‘ twixt ‘her Arms, the innocent Infant playing with 
its Mother’s Hand, happen’d to {trike the Needle 
into her Breaft, whereof fhe foon after died. Alfo 
Cneins Rufinus, who had been pitch’d upon by 
the Senzte, to command in chief againft the 
Germans, going one Day to comb his Head a lit- 
tle more haftily than ordinary, one of the Teeth 
of the Comb chane’d to peirce his Skin, whereof 
follow’d an Impoftume, which quickly ended his 
Days. What think’it thou of thefe Accidents, 
pd Domitius2 As 1 have related thefe few, I could, 
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has a mind to acquit himfelf like a Man, ought 
¢o endeavour much to five well, and yet more to 
| die fo ; for at the end of his Days, a bad Death 
at | may expofe a good Life to rifque, as dying well 
an may in fome meafure attone for living il. I 
ae wrote you at the beginning of my Letter, that 
Hi ihe Humidity of the Earth having brought the 
| Gout upon me, I could not fatishe your Requelt 
| {o largely as] intended , now to convince you oF 

: the 


the moft ‘glorious Life. In my Opinion he’ that 
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the Truth of this, I muft acquaint you, that for 
thefe two Days paft, the Love! bear you and t 
Grief I feel, have had a confiderable Combat with- 
in'me on your account. My Will would fain 


my Illnefs, is at prefent fomewhat indifpos’d. 


thou deferv'ft; for tho’ I write to thee only with 
my Hand, yet | withall prefent thee with my 
Heart. Farewel. 


ee ee — 


LETTER L™&. 


The fame, to his Friend Cincinnatus 3 repro» 
ving hin feverely, for that being a Gentle 
man. born, he bad turn’d Merchant. 


Wo Marcus Cenfor-fEdile, to thee Cincinnatus of 

Capua, with Health to thy Perfon, and Couw- 
tage to thy Mind, to enable thee to bear up 
againft all bad Fortune. Since the Feaft of Beres 
cinthia, Mother of the Gods, | have neither feen 
any Servant of thine, nor receiv’d any Letter from 
thee , which makes mie greatly to fulpect, that 
either thou are not well, or haft difpenc’d with 
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our antient Friendfhip. I would not have thee, 
my Cincinnatus, to ptattife this Unkindnefs to- 
| i wards me, inafmuch as thy trouble cannot behalf 
| fo great in writing to me, as my pleafute is in 
a | teading thy Letters. J would not have thee to 
NB grudge me the labour of thy Hand, fince I never 
| | yet refus'd thee that of my Heart. True Friends 
Mer | i) fhew themfelves in that they reciprocally ftudy 
| to free each other from Difquiet, and labour to 
give all the SatisfaCtion they can. Thou know’ft 
well that as the fmall diftance betwixt Capua 
\ “and Mount Ce/ivs was not the occafion of our 
A Friendfhip, fo neither ought the large one between 
ae me and I/yrium, be any Caufe of Enmity. As 
A the moft generous Wines become ftronger the 
Va farther they are carry’d from their own Country, 
| in like manner true Friends the greater diftance 
a their Perfons are remov'd from each other, ought 
Bt Ae to join the clofer in their Wills. Tell me, I be- 
ae feech thee, Cincinnatus, fince thou haft always 
NE found me faithful in my AG@tions , why fhould’ft 
eh) thou go about to queftion my Inclinations ? Green 
| Leaves fhew the Tree is not dead within ; and 
apparent good Works argue conceal’d good 
Thoughts. Where there is no perfect Love, the 
Service done may well be imperfect ; but where 
| the Friendfhip is {trong as ours, both Parties muft 
\ Bo of neceflity perfettly love and perpetually ferve. 
elt I am as much affronted at thy Negligence to re- 
tah quire a Favour of me, as! am at my own Co- 
Shy wardice for not proftering thee any. Formerly 
a when I was young and thou old, thou wert wont 
to give me good Counfel, and I thee Money ; 
Ui but now thy Grey Hairs proclaim thee Antient, 
i) and thy mean A€tions pronounce thee Childifh, 
a | thou ought’ft on the contrary to affift my aie 
an 
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and I to counfel thy Levity. Out of the good 
will I bear thee, and the many Obliga tions | owé 
thee, I will acquaint thee. how a wife Man ought 
to behave himfelf in this Life. He o1 ight always 
to remember the Benefits receiv’d, and forget the 
Injuries done him; efteem Jittle his own Lot, and 
nor defpife that of another Man; favour the e Good 
and diflemble with the Bad, be grave among his 
Superiours, and of a communicative Temper to 
his Inferiors ; do good Deeds to.thole th at 

prete nt, and “fhe eak well of all that are ablents 
value little the Frowns of Fortune, but have it 
regard to thofe of Honour for one uncertainty 
not venture much, and for many, nothing 5 ahd 


finally to be ‘a Friend to One, and an Enemy to 


None. Thefe Precepts he muft obferve, who has 
a mind to be reckon’d among wife | Men. i hay é 
been inform’d thou haft quit red thy Pretorfbip in 
the Wars, and taken up the Trade of Metchandi- 
Zing 5 which tr uly not a little afflitts me. What 
wilt thou ceafe to conquer thine bres) a5 a Ro- 
man, and begin to perfecure thy Friends as a Ty: 
rant? Wilt thou feek to impoverifh thy own 
Country, and make it all thy endeavour to en- 
tich Strangers ? Wilt thou take away their Bread 
that nourifh thee, and ai ford a a Livelihood to thofe 
that wifh thy Death 3 Wilt thou give Pe ace to 
fuch as profefs themfelves thy Enemies, and al- 
ways ftrive to oblige them, that at all times wilh 
thee ill ? Wilt thou prove a Traytor to our 
publick, and neg leQ to continue a Defende 


ate 


thy Country % > All thefe thou art about to dos 
whilft thou forfak’ {t che honou irable £ Profeffion of 


Arms, andtak’ft up with t he mean and bafe Trade 
of Merchandize, a know 3 not what Exes thou 


ve i 


mediate SERIES 


x 


ar re. ret ae LA DY SEL, 
+ & ht We a, dl A ide 
Dic BN ee M6 RE aaBtsgpooG 


* TAN 
ely 
sana 


fF eQt 
OW cbiows 


Mf 


y) <a 
Lyfe 


one: 


VATA Beran 


mom e = 
Jerez oem | 


es pa 
sae 


apa ess 


i} 
ie 
we i 
he 
Py ne | 
iii 
| 
al 
' ! 


i Pata ae ee “ 


163 E 
t not climb the Mountains, but 


old thou could’ 
had{t vigour fut Plains? Old 


ficient to rob in the 
when they begin to want outward 

defect with inward Malice. 
f fuch covetous Wretches as thou 
ooner perceive their Perfons to fail, 
Purfes will do fo likewife, and 
at nothing to que them. One 
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that one Perfon fhould be the Punifher of 
t laft all fhould be punt? d 
Vhence comes it, my Cracinnatus, 
y Father Cecinna’s Hou ife, I have alw: ays 
1 not Files of Letters ? 
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D B > 
lall was furnifh’d with Armour, and not 
Lading : His Study was filbd with Engi- 
nd not Merchants Boys with Bills for 
Money. .Inaword, his Family was the School of 
Valour .and Virtue, whereas yours is that of 
Cheating and Vice. O Cincinnatus! accursd be 
that villanous Calling, es ol bliges Men to live 
ill, that they may lie rich nay be it thrice ac- 
: 


Git 

thar the Covetouhel oF one Ul Man, 

1 re} ‘many Good.» I will 
not affli& thee with any account of thy patt Acti- 
ons, but advile thee to avoid the Mifery of thofe 
that areto come. If [had thoug! ht thy Wifdom 
could have 1 as long as why Pérfoni which I 
find to’ be pretty far.ac dvanc’d | yy thy Grey Hairs, 
I would have {pa: {lf the Trouble of coun- 
felling thee hee that of hearkning to me; 
but fince fo much reafon for Inkt ruction, 
thon 
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thou canft not blame me, if I advife thee. How- 
ever fine the Razor be, yet is it neceflary it fhould 
come to the Hoan; and whatever Perfeétion the 
Judgment may pretend to have, yet ought it to 
pafs the Telt of wifer Opinions. The wifett 
Men may fometimes err, not becaufe they have a 
mind to do fo, but by reafon the Matter in que- 
{tion may be of fuch a Nature, that their Judg- 
ments may not be able to comprehend it; when 
they would do wellto give way, and receive their 
Neighbours Approbation. Take heed my Crncin- 
natus, for where the Foundation is not well fet- 
led, the Superftru€ture will be in danger of fal- 
ling. The Hovels of this World, wherein we 
Sons of Vanity live, are only founded on Sand; 
and however fumptuous they may feem, a {mall 
blaft of Wind will overfet them, a little Heat of 
Profperity fire them, the leaft drop of Adverfity 
drown them, and a fhort fpace of time bring 
them level with the Ground. Altho’ their Pillars 
fhould be of Silver, their Walls of Gold, their 
Inhabitants Kings, and their duration Fifty Years, 
yet muft they at laft come to nothing. The Gods 
have parted with every thing to Man except their 
Immortality, which they {till keep to themfelves, 
and therefore are {til’d Immortal; whereas we 
muft ever be contented with the Title of mifera- 
ble fhort liv’d Mortals. Two things they have 
efpecially left free to us, which are neither in the 
Power of Fortune to controul, nor of time tode- 
{troy : Thefe are, either a good or bad Name in 
this World, or Rewards or Punifhments in the 
other. O my Cincinnatus! {hall our Perfons have 
{o {peedy an end, and our Wealth never? Let the 
Fruit fall from the Tree inits due Seafon, and I 
take no notice of it, becaufe it is natural for it to 
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470 LETTERS of 
perifh, but when the Froft or Hail brings it to the 
Ground, I cannot forbear being concern’d at it. 


Long is the Web in making, but it comes to no- 


thing ina Moment. In like manner, it is a fad 
thing to fee a Man, that has had all the Advan- 
tage of Education, when he is, juft ripe for Pre- 
ferment, fhatch’d away without leaving {carce the 
Memory of his Deferts behind him. O my Ciz- 
cinnatus ! by the Love we bear cach other, and 
by the Immortal Gods, I conjure thee not to put 
any Truft in the World ; for tho’ its outward ap- 
pearance be Gold, yet inwardly it is nothing 
but Drofs, and under the colour of one Truth, it 
deceives us with a thoufand Lies. Moreover for 
one Delight it gives us, it difpenfés a million of 
Troubles: To thofe it profefles moft Love to, it 
proves the moft unkind: To whom it affords the 
preatelt Poffeflions, it procures the greateft Lofles : 
Thofe that comply with it in Jeft, it rewards in 
earneft: And thofe that are.in earneft with it, find 
it but in Jeft with them. Ina word, from out of 
the moft fecure fleep it awakes us to the greateft 
Dangers. What then muft we think of this fickle 
Station here below ? One thing I muft needs tell 
thee, which methinks thou fhould’ft not forget, 
and that is, that we ought not to give fo great 
Credit to thofe Vanities we fee daily with our 
Eyes, and negle€t the Wonders we hear as fre- 
quently with our Ears. | have obferv'd, and by my 
large Experience known, that in Rome there have 
been but very few painted Houfes, or exalted 
Conditions which have not in a little time admit- 
ted of great Cares among themfelves, cruel en- 
mities from their Neighbours, greater envy from 
their Heirs, immoderate importunities from theit 
Friends, redoubled Malice from their Enémies; 
repeated 
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repeated Law-fuits from the Senate, infomuch 
that what they have all. along been heaping for 
one Heir, by the uncertainty of Juftice has been 
decreed to another ; for it is but juft, thofe that 
have been cheating all their Lives, fhould be 
themfelves cheated in their ExpeCtations, at the 
hour of their Deaths. The Gods would be un- 


juft, if they fhould fufter an ill Man to tranfmit 


that to his Pofterity, which he has got to the 
prejudice of many better than himfelf. Methinks 
tis a ftrange folly to be born weeping, to die 
fighing, and to live laughing. A Kule is necef{a- 
ry inall thefe extreams. O Cincinnatus ! who has 
bewitch’d thee, that for a tittle Water thou haft 
octafion for , thou fhouldft delire a whole Well ? 
What fhall I fay more to thee, but that for a {mall 
drop thou fhalt undergo a thoufand perils, and 
run the rifque of thy Reputation to boot; yet 
{hall thy Thirft continue to laft as much as if 
thou hadft not the leaft matter to quench it? If 
thou wert wife thou would’ft rather defire Death 
to free thee from this Torment, than Riches to 
{upport thee in thy Mifery. I have often lament- 
ed feveral Friends in Rome, when I have feen them 
depart this World, and I have no lefs frequently 
condol’d your Misfortune in feeing you return to 
it. The Influence of my Friendfhip, the Autho- 
tity of the Senate, and the Duty you owe to 
your Country methinks fhould reftrain you from 
this courfe of Covetoufnefs. O Cincinnatus! 
thy honourable grey Hairs ought to be employ’d 
in good Works. Be affur’d, my Friend, it would 
be much more advifeable for thee to follow the 
Good in the paths of Reafon, than the Bad in the 
road of common Opinion ; for if the former way 
be narrow, it will noc afford fo much Duit to 
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172 LETTERS of 
blind thy Eyes, as the latter which is larger: 
Want of knowing better may excufe Youth 


for prattifing Levities, but immoderate Cove- 


toufnefs in an old Man, nothing can attone for in 
this World, and perhaps nothing in the next. 
While he lives it proves a Torment to*him, when 
he dies a Trouble, and after Death the etetnal 
lofs of his good Name: O Cincinnatus ! take 


fiina falutes you, and defir’d me to tell you from 


to fend immediately for a Barber, to the end that 


have any, may haveroom to fprout forth. Never- 
y much attraid that Covetoufnefs 


1 
4 { 
7 i 


nu 
will not forfake thee fo foon as we may imagine 
nor Folly Fau/tina, nor the’Gout me; and that ’ 
our Souls will be ready to leave our Bodies, before 
Inadvertency fhall be difpos’d to depart out of 
our Hearts. This Marcus of Mount Celus, writes 
to Cincinnatus with his own Hand. 


LETTER 


the ANTIENTS. 


Pork LER LX, 


Marcus Aurelius, #9 Ais Emprefs Fauftina, 
feverely repremanding her Impertinence and 
Importunities, 


wT S moft certain where any one is contented 

with his Condition, he {peaks more with 
his Tongue, than he Keeps referv’d in his Heart ; 
and, on the contrary, where he is melancholy and 
diffatisfrd, he does not weep fo much with his 
Eyes, or lament with his Tongue, as he grieves 
in his Heart. Vain Men proclaim their Vanities 
by vain Words, whereas prudent Perfons diffemble 
their Difcontents with prudent Expreffions. 
Among wife Men he will ever be efteem’d the 
Wifeft, that knows much, and yet pretends to 
little Knowledge; but among Fools his Folly is 
ever moft apparent, who boafts of knowing much 
and neverthelefs knows Nothing. A wife Man 
will not prefently anfwer, tho’ he be {poke to; 
whereas a Fool is ready to ask you Queltions be- 
fore he fees you. I fay this, Fuuftina, to let thee 
know, that thy Impertinence hath fo difmounted 
my Intellect, that 1 can neither explain what I 
feel, nor hope to make thee comprehend what 
I would have. Thofe that have hitherto writter 
concerning Matrimony, have left us many Memo- 
randums onthat Subject ; yet have they not been 
able to exprefs in all their Books, fo many 
Plagues attending that State, as one Woman is 
alone capable of furnifhing her Husband with 
it 
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in one Day. Certainly ’tis a very pleafant Thing, 
to hearken to the Impertinencies of a Child, 


when, on the contrary, it muft needs be a very 


itkfome one, to bear with the Importunities of 
its Mother. Children daily do fomething that 
gives us Pleafure, whereas you Mothers {fel- 
dom or never do any thing that ought to 
pleafe us. We may well pais by the Vagaries 
of the one, if we reflect on the more fubftan- 


‘tial Difturbances of the other. J have obferv’d: 


that the juft Gods generally remit the Punifh- 
ments of unjuft Men to the other World; 
however where they commit any thing to plea- 
fure a Woman, fhe is left to punifh them, 
which, for the moft. part, fhe does feverely 
enough. A Man cannot have a more unmer- 
ciful and dangerous Enemy than his Wife. I 
never knew a Man concern’d with any Woman 
in any vicious A€t, but that very Woman 
provid at laft a fufficient Chaftifement to him 
for what he had done. One thing I am cer- 
tain of, and {peak by Experience, which is, 
that tho’ a Man fhould do all that -his Wife 
could require of him, yet would fhe in return 
do nothing that he fhould defire of her. As it 
is a great Cruelty in Barbarians to make Slaves 
of their Wives, fo is it no lefs a Folly in us 
Romans, to let them be our Governeffes. A 
wife Man. ought not to curb his Wife fo 
much as to make her his Servant, nor give 
her fo loofe a Rein that fhe may make her 
felf his Miftrefs. You Ladies; Fauftzna; are fo 
exceeding extravagant in all your Aétions, that 
if one favours you never fo little, you will -be- 
come proud and imperious ;. and if difcounte- 
nance you never fo’ flightly, turn envious R 
mali- 
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malicious. There can be no perfect Love but 
where the Lovers are equal, and how that 
fhould be expetted in you I cannot imagine, 
being ‘naturally: fo imperfe€&t as you are. I 
well know, underftand me not however, and 
would have you to know, that I fay no more 
than you defetve. There is no Woman that 
would willingly have another fet over her 
Head, neither is there any that can in the leaft 
bear a Rival or Equal; for if they have a 
thoufand Sejferces a Year, yet have they ten 
thoufand foolifh Fancies in their Pates; but 
the worft is, tho’ the Husbands that brought 
all this Wealth fhould happen by their Deaths 
to forfeit it to the State, yet will thefe Wives 
neverthelefs think to continue the fame Port. 
All Women have an eternal Inclination to talk, 
and never to hold their Tongues; to com- 
mand, and never to obey; to be free, and 
never to be controul’d; and in a Word, to 
tule and never to be govern’d. In two things 
only they join, which are to fee and be feen. 
The refult of all this is, that thofeé who com- 
ply with their vicious Defires they make 
Slaves of , and look upon thofe that will not 
as Enemies. In Pompey’s Annales , I have met 
with one thing, among others, worthy of Ob- 
fervation, and which is, that when that Gene- 
ral went on an Expedition into the Eaf?, he 
found, on the fides of the Riphean Mountains, 
a fort of People nam’d Maffagete, who had a 
Law among them , which ordain’d , that the 
Husband and Wife fhould for the moft part 
live feparate. In the Husband’s Cave, for Hou- 
fes they had none, were to be the Mafter of 
the Family, his Sens, and Male Servants; and 
in 
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in that of the Wife, were to be the Miftrefs, 
her Daughters and Female Servants. On Feafts 


only they eat together, and once a Week. lay 


together. The great Pompey, furpriz’d at this 
manner of Living, enquit’d th. occafion of it, 
and was anfwer’d by one of thefe People thus: 
Look you, Pompey, for fo I think you are call -d, 
the Immortal Gods have granted us but Short 
Lives, for few or none of us exceed Sixty years, 
and ibofe we do all we can to hve in Peace 
after the manner you fee , for fhould we take 
our Wives to us, we fhould die even while we 
liv’d by bearing their Complaints continually by 
Day, and their Curtain-Lettures by Night. We 
judge iberefore wa do better by keeping our 
felves afunder, to the end our Children may be 
educated peaceably, and cur Family govern d 
without ftrife and Oppofition. In truth, my Fau- 
ftina, 1 muft needs tell thee, that tho” ‘thefe 
Maffagete were term’d Barbarians, yet were they 
mote in the tight, in this particular, than we 
Romans are now. One thing I muft of necef- 
fity fay farther to thee, to which I require thy 
utmoft Attention, and that is, that if the 
beaftly motives of the Flefh, had not enclin’d 
Man to defire Woman, even againft his Will, 
I much queftion whether fhe would’ have been 
{o much belov’d as fhe is,. or fo much as fuf- 
fer in civil Converfation: For certainly in 
cafe the Immortal Gods had made this fort of 
Love voluntary, as they have made it natural, 
Man would have look’d upon it as an uncom- 
mon kind of Punifhment, to have been oblig’d 
to have any thing to do with it. For what 
fecret purpofe the Gods have deftin’d Man to 

| under: 
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undergo this Mifery is fcarce accountable for, 
infomuch that a little Flefh fhould have fo great 
a Dominion over his Heart, as to make him love 
what he fhould abhor; and defire what does him 
fo much damage: This is what Man is every day 
fenfible of, and yet has no power to rid himfelf 
from. I envy the living Gods and dead Men 
only in two things, the former that they live 
free. both from Envy and Malice, and the latter 
in that they are freed from the Plagues of Wo- 
men. O Fauftina, the Love of Flefh is fo great 
towards the Flefh, that tho’ we have never fo 
much Inclination to fly from ye, yet are we 
neverthelefs foon taken Prifoners ; and tho’ Rea: 
fon as Reafon may find fome way to efcape, yer 
Flefh as Flefh muft of neceflity fubmit to the 
Conqueror; This from Marcus of Mount Ce/rus 
to his impertinent Confort Fau/tina. 


LETTER LXL 


Another Letter tohis Emprefs Faultina , oi 
: the fame Subjed. 


r Remember well, Fex/fina, that I have oftén, in 

B. my younger days, refolv’d to have no more 

Commerce with Women, but then I don’t forget 
that I have at the fame time as often relapfed ; 
for if I had good Thoughts in one Hour, | was 
fure to part with them the next; Ob! to how 
many Perils does that Man expofe himfelf, who 
has any thing 10 do with xe fair Sex! e he 
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loves them not, they take him for a Sot, and if 


he does love them, for a Fool; if he leaves 


them, they efteem him a Coward, and if he 
follows them; look upon him as ruin’ds if he 
refpef&ts them, they regard him not, and if he 
ferves them, prove ungrateful to him; if he 
feems defirous of them, they flight him , and 
if negligent perfecute him; if he frequents them, 
he becomes infamous, and ifnot, fcandalons: In 
fine, if he does not make it the whole Bufinefs 
of his life to be their Coxcomb one way or other, 
they will account him no Man. What then fhall 
the unhappy Wretch do? Let a Man take it. for 
granted, that tho’ he fhall do all he can for his 
Wife, perform all he owes her, labour continu- 
ally to keep her from Poverty, put his Life often 
in danger on her account, yet will the ungrateful 
Quean not be fatisfied, but think all he has-done 
not enough, or elfe done for the fake of fome 
other Woman. I have long defir’d, my Fauftina, 
to tell thee this, buc for want of an Occafion to 
make thee fenfible of what I feel upon thy ac- 
count, | have thought fit to defer it till now. It 
would not become a wife Man, upon every:trifling 
Difference he has with his. Wife,.to rally her 
with Words, fince what is not {poken to the pur- 
pofe,, fignifies little or nothing, I think it is now 
about fix years fince thy Father Amtoninus Pixs, 
chofe me for his Son in Law, and I thee for my 
Wife, wherein I fuppofe we were both deceiv'd, 
thou being not proper for the. one, nor I forthe 
other.. He had his Name of Pius from his good 
and. merciful A@tions, to. me however.in this re- 
{peét he muft needs be faid to have been mercilefs 
and cruel; for.as on account of thy Beauty. thou 

i wert 


th AN TIEN T§, 179 
wert fought after by many , fo for thy bad’ Life 
haft thou been abhorr’d by all. Oh how unkind 
have the Gods been to thee, Fauffina! by giving 
thee Wealth and a fine Face for thy Deftruction, 
and no good Qualities for thy Support? I fay 
they’ have been unkind to thee, in that they 
have exposd thee to all the Tempefts of ill 
Fortune, dnd attorded thee no Sail or Oars 
wherewithal to eftape. The Thirty and kighr 
Years | was without a Wife, feem’d not above 
fo many Days, whereas barely the Six Years 
I have been Marry’d, feem to me above aa 
Hundred. [ do affure thee, that had I bir 
known before what I know now, and felt 
then what I feel at this time of writing to 
thee, I would not, tho? the Gods fhould have 
eommanded , and my Lord Adrian requii’d it 
of me, exchangd my Poverty and Repofe 
for thy Perfon and Empire. Hitherto I have 
complain’d but little, and yer have fuffer’d a 
preat deal; my reafon being that no Man can 
endure fo much with his Wife, but that he 
muft ftill be oblig’d to undergo more from 
her. Let a Man therefore confider that he 
will but be efteem’d a Fool for brawling 
publickly with his Wife, fince if fhe had 
provd good, he ought to havé encouraged 
her, that fhe’ might have grown better; fo as 
fhe proves bad is he to bear with het, to 
prevent ler growing worfe. Every one knows 
that all Credtures fubmit patiently to Cha- 
ftifement except Woman only , who expetts 
to be rewarded even there whete fhe deferves 
to be punifh’d. Believe me, Fau/tina, if the Fear 
of the Gods, and the Difrepute among Men 
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are not fufficient to keep Women from ill 
doing, all the Chaftifement in the World will 
not be able to do it. A» Man’s Heart is fo 
generous, and. a Woman's fo delicate, that fhe 
always expects to be recompensd and. never 
refus’d ; therefore whenever one has determin’d 
to enter into the State of Matrimony, one 
ought at the fame time, to refolve to bear pa- 
tiently whatever fhall happen on that . ac- 
count. Ie is but a very imprudent humour in 
a Man, to punifh that publickly in his. Wife 
which has been committed between them in 
fecret. He that has a mind to live at Peace 
with his Wife muft obferve this Rule, which 
is to admonith her often, reprove her feldom, 
and never to lay his Hands upon her, for 
otherwife he muft not expett Fidelity from 
her, nor {he good Treatment from him , nor 
the Children of both good Education, nor the 
Gods good Service, nor Mankind any Benefit 
from either of them. I have no more to fay 
to thee at prefent, Fax/tina, only defire thee that 
thou wouldft confider, that I Know thee tho- 
roughly , tho’ 1.do not fhew it outwardly , 
and therefore require that thou would’ft let 
my Diffimulation fuffice to amend thy Life. 
Farewel. 


\ 


LETTER 
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The fame to the fame, feverely reprintand- 

ing her LImpertinence for requiring the 
, Key of bis Study; and pretending fhe 
_ fhould Maifcarry if ber Requeft were. not 


granted. 


For the better underflanding this Letter, the 
Reader muft know, that the Emperour Mat- 
cus Aurelius, bad his Study or Clofet, in the 
moft retir’d part of bis Palace, where he fufferd 
neither bis Emprefs nor any of bis Domefticks 
to come; which inciting ber female Curiojity, 
fhevone Day importun’d bim to be admitied in- 
to that Privacy; but. be being unwilling to 
grant ber fo great a favour, and at the fame 
time net caring to deny ber by word of Mouth, 
writ ber what follows. 


y yOping that [ have pretty well prepar’d thee 
by former Letters, 1 will proceed to Anfwer 

thy prefent Queftion, for it cannot be expected 
that Phyfick fhould do any good till the Stomach 
be ina condition to receive it. In like manner no 
Man muft pretend to do his Friend any Kindnefs 
by Counfel, till he has fitted him to digeft his 
Inftructions. You ask me, Fawftima, for the Key 
of my Study, and threaten that in cafe I refufe 
it, you fhall be likely to Mifcarry of the Burthen 
you go with. You big-belly’d Ladies have a fine 
time on’t, for under a pretence you fhal! come 
N 32 before 
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before your times, you get all you havea mind 
to granted you. When the facred Senate hereto- 
| fore made a Law in favour of the Roman Matrons; 
nia) | Women were not fo humourfome as they are now ; 
|| for whereas then all were ambitious of petform- 
ing good Works, they now-a-days do nothing 
but entertain bad Thoughts. If my Memory fail 
af me not, when Camillus had made a Vow to the 
ae Goddefs Cybe/é, upon account of a Victory, and 
Li obtain’d it thro” her means, Rowe being at that 
} time unable to furnifh wherewithal to make her 
a Statue according to Promife, the Women 
| crowded to the Cepite/, and prefented all they 
All| had for that purpofe, thinking ic unreafonable 
| that after their Husbands had facrific’d their 
A Lives to her Honour, they fhould have refas’d 
| their Riches... It was certainly a wonderfol fight 
Hn to fee, that fo many Women fhould agree to part 
|| with their Bracelets from theirArms, Pendants from 
iH their Ears, Necklaces from their Necks, Crot- 
chets from their Breafts, Rings from their Fingers, 
and Money from out of their Pockets, meerly to 
gratify a commendable Zeal for the Good of 
their Country ; which Prefents of theirs, altho* 
they could by no means be ternd fimall, yet was 
their good Will much greater. Thefe Riches 
were fo exceffive, that they not only fuffied to fa- 
| tisty the Deity, but likewife to carry on the War, 
Al And as it was then the cuftom in Rome, for the 

| State immediately upon any Service done to return 
as Ipeedy a Kecornpence,on the fame Day that thefe 
Matrons offer'd their Treafure at the Capito/,the Se- 
nate out of Gratitude granted them Five Privileges. 
Firft, That for the future they fhould have Orati- 
ons pronoune d at their Funerals, to celebrate their 
} good 
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good Works. : Secondly, That they should be allow'd 
to. fit in the Temples, whereas before they had alt 
along been oblie’d to keep Standing.. Thirdly, That 
they foould be permitted to wear their Gowns lind, 
baving been formerly forbid to line them. Fourthly, 
That.at the time of any great Sicknefs they 
fhould bave leave to drink Wine , whereas they 
had all along before been confin’d to Water. And 
Eiftbly, That thofe Women among them who should 
at any time bappen'to be with Child, might regueft 
whatever they would, and bave it. at all ines 
granted them. Undoubtedly thefe Laws were 
exceeding juft, and ordain’d with a good Will 
by the Senate, but the true occafion of making 
the laft of them was what follows. Whilft the 
Conful Fulvius Torquatus, was abfent in his Ex- 
pedition againft the Vol/cz, the Mauritanian 
Equites brought a Wild. one-Ey'd Man to Rome, 
whom they had hunted and caught in the Deferts 
of Agypt : At that time this Conful's Lady was 
great with Child and ready to lic down. She 

was a2 Woman of fo great Repute for Honelty, 

that fhe was not lefs fam’d for her referved de- 

meanour during her Husband’s being from her, 

than he was for his Exploits in the Wars. In 

Fourteen Years he had been. away, fhe had not 

been fo much as once atthe Window, neither in 

all that time had there fo much asa Boy of eight 

Years of Age been feen within her Apartment. 

Nay. not content with all this, fhe to give a far- 

ther Example of Fidelity and Conftancy to all 

Rome; and thereby to attain perpetual Remem- 

brance, having had three Sons by her aforefaid 
Husband, they no fooner came to be Eight Years 

old but fhe fent them to be educated by theix 
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Grandfather... Thus did this. excellent ‘Roman 
Lady. behave her felf during her Husband’siab: 
fence, to the end that under colour of being her 
own, no male Child might enter her Gates. At 
length the good old Man Torquatus returning, and 
ay NH) the One-Ey d Monfter happening to come by«his 
a a Houfe much about the fame time, and while his 

Lady was in the Straw, fhe hearing of his odd 

Form long’d to fee him, but having no Body to 

bring him to her by reafon all were affraid of him, 

{he pin’d away at the difappointment, and died. 

Now this Monfter had often gone by before her 
‘ ° Husband’s Return, and fhe would never ftir'a Step 
i to view him, tho’ it was in her Power, choofing 
le rather to part with her Life, than occafion any 
diftruft of her Integrity. Her Death was much 
bewail'd in Rome, inaf{much as fhe was greatly. be- 
Jov’d and admmir’d there, no Woman having been 
before known that had any. ways equall’d:-her Exe 
cellencies; wherefore the Sezate caus’ this In- 
icription to be carv’d on her Tomb. viz. ‘ 


Here ties Torquatus’s happy Wife, 
A Woman great by Name ; 

Who bazarded ber deareft, Life 
‘Lo fave her dearer Eame. 


Now you muift know, Fuu/tiaa, this Law was 

VW not made to raife this Lady from the Dead, but 
i that her virtuous Life might ferve as a lafting Ex. 
ample to all you Women that were to fucceed her, 

i) And as it was reafonable it fhould have been made 
Be |) to jave the Lives of Women with Child, fo, in my 
ey) |) Opinion, none. but fuch as are virtuous ought to 
a | have the benefit af ir; for by the fame Rule that 
| | they 
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they require ‘this Privilege, they are oblig’d to 
qualify» themfelves for it, by a blamelefs Con- 
du&.::I fay no more of this, fince you know my i 
Mind and your own Deferts. Farewel. i 
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Pontius Pilate, to the Experour Tiberius ; ) 
acquainting him with the Life, Miracles, \) 
Death and Refurrection of Jefas Chrift. 


i] Am Witnefs of the Fews entailing Mifery on i 
. themfelves, and their Pofterity, prompted by i 
| a pernicious Envy, to an unjuftand cruel Sentence, Ht 
| TheexprefS Declaration of the Oracles eftablifh’d ik 
among them, hy the venerable Authority of their ! 
Anceftors, promis’d the coming of their God by 

the medium of a young Virgin, tobe cheir Right- 

ful Prince; and thefe Oracles had their Event in 

the time of my Government of Fudea', for there 

is {carce a Man of thefe Parts but is Witnefs of 

his giving Sight to the Blind, cleanfing the Lea- 

prous, and curing the Lame: He in the Eyes of ih 
all Men drove out Devils, and deliver’d thofe {i 
that were pofle{S'd with unclean Spirits: From | 

| the Graves he reviv’'d the Dead; the tempeftu- 

_ ous Winds obey’d him, and the Waves like firm thi 
~ Land fupporced him. Thefe and a vaft number He 
of other Miracles got him the Title of the Son ne 
of God. But the Envy and Hatred of the Chief HH 
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bringing him as a Criminal before me, laden with 
the odious Names of a Magician, Deferter , 
-Oppugner of, and Apoftate to, the Laws of 
their Country. Deceiv’d by their {pecious Pre. 
tences, and believing their eager Complaints, 
Icaus’d him, purfuant to the Roman Laws, to be 
{courg’d, and afterwards deliver’d him into their 
Hands, to be proceeded againft according to their 
own Cuftoms and Laws : In purfuit of thefe they 
condemn’d and hung him upon a’ ‘Crof; and 
when his Friends were permitted to bury his 
Body, they fet a Guard of Souldiers over him, of 
which number were feveral of my Troops, who 
beheld him arife the Third Day from the Dead. 
But in nothing did the Villany of the Fews more 
appear, than in extending their Malice beyond 
the Grave, by bribing with large Rewards the 
Souldiers to fay , that his Difciples came by 
Night and ftole him away. The Souldiers took 
the Money, however they every where declare, 
that they faw both the Vifion of Angels,’ and 
Fefus rife from the Dead. Thefe things I 
thought it my Duty to acquaint your Majefty 
with, leaft any one through the falfe and: infinua- 
ting Arts of the Fews, fhou’d endeavour to im- 
pofe on you, in fo important a Matter of Fact. 


LETTER 
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LET TER LXIV, 


Lentulus Goverzour of Jerufalem, to the Se- 
nate and People of Rome; giving a De- 
feription of the Perfow of CHRIST, 


—w‘Here. has. lately appear’d in thefe Parts a 


Man of fingular Virtue, who is yet alive, 
nam’d JESUS CHRIST, whom the Gentiles call 
the Prophet of Truth, and his Followers the Sox 
of God. He cures all Diftempers, and redeems 
the Dead themfelves. As to his Perfon, he is 
tall and. comely, and of a Venerable Afpeét, 
which gives both Love and Awe, his Hair bright, 
curling, and flowing down his Shoulders, parted 
in the middle of the Head after the Nazarite 
Mode. His Countenance plain and moft open, 


his Face without Spot or. Wrinkle, and adorn’d . 


with a modeft Bluth; his Nofe and Mouth of 
a graceful turn, a Beard forked, large, tho’ nor 
long, and red, as his Hair; his Eyes bright and 
yoluble; when he reprehends, terrible; when he 
admonifhes amiable and pleafant, as is confiftent 


with Gravity. He has never been feen to laugh, 


but often to weep. His Difcourfe is modeft and 
gtave, without loquacity ; his Limbs juftly pro- 
portion’d, and to the Eye agreeable, and beauti- 
ful among the Sons of Men. 
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LE TER LEY. 


Mithridates King of Pontus., ¢o Arfaces 

King of Perfia ; perfuading hin to a War 
ml with Rome, and expofing the Ambition, 
1) and Perfidy of that City. 


3 ? 


= 


7 Hen a Prince in Profperity is courted to 
i a warlike Alliance, the firft thing he 
a ought to confider is, whether he has it in his 
| Power ftill to continue in Peace, and then to ex- 
amine either the Difhonour, Piety. Safety or 
il Glory of the War propos’d. T own you’ have 
ie . a great probability of enjoying’ perpetually the 
A Happinefs of an uninterrupted Peace, if it were 
not for fo enterprizing and profligate an Enemy 
as Rome ; to reduce whofe ‘exorbitant Power will 
be: as €3 xtiaordinary, as a fingular Glory to your 
Arms. | [dare no t pretend to ask your Alliance, 
and it would be a vain and flattering Hope, to 
expect you fhou’d mingle your profperity with 
my misfortune; and yet if you cenfider the mat- 
ter with a true Judgement, you will find, thac 
thofe very things, that feem to obftruct, ‘ouglit 
A moft.to ‘promote ‘this Confederacy ; I mean your 
Refentment of the late War of Tigranes, and 
the low Ebb of my Affairs, for he being obnoxi- 
ous will on any Terms, purchafe your Friendfhip. 
Experience from my many Loffes, has ena- 
bled me to give you the beft Advice ; and tho’ 


my martial Powers are fmall, I can by ‘Precedents 
in- 
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inform you in the Conduct of your Affairs; a 
thing of the laft Confequence to, and which 
ought moft to be fought after by, a Wife Prince, 
while yet his Affairs carry a fortunate and pro- 
{perous afpeét. The Romans are now animated 
by the fame Motives, that from the beginning 
have engag’d them in War with all the Kings and 
Princes that furrounded them, that is by an infa- 
tiable Luft of Wealth and Dominion. This was 
the Original. Caufe of their Quarrel with Philip 
of Macedon, this made them, after they had 
diverted Amtiochus from joining. him, while 
they were hard prefs'd by the Carthaginians, by a 
faithlefs profeffion of Friendfhip and the concefit- 
on of all Ajfia to him, futter Philip to take.all 
the Countries from him, on this fide-Mount Taz. 
rus, with 10000 Talents. Nor was it long e’re 
they gave frefh Proofs of their Perfidioufhets, in 
the Perfon of Perfes the Son of Philip, for by an 
equivocal evafion of their public Promife of Life, 
which had betray’d him to furrender himfelf, they 
deftroy’d him by keeping him perpetually from 
Sleep. Thus they betray’d their boafted Friend 
Eumenes. to. Antiochus, aS a Bribe for Peace; and 
when they had made Azta/us no more than their 
Deputy of the conquer’d Countries, they reduc’d 
him from a Monarch, to the moft wretched of 
Slaves, by continual Expence and Affronts; and 
after his Death by forging a Will, they usd his 
Son Ariflomicus, as an Enemy, leading him 
in Triumph for only Petitioning to fucceed his 
Father in his Dominions. Afia is befieg’d by 
them, and laftly on the Death of Nicomedes they 
plunder’d all Bithynia, tho Nufa (whom they con- 
fefS'd Queen of Bithynia) was then deliver’d of 


& 


a Qa 
(Pe pier. J 
aN Rees frees 5 


Ys, [? z 
Me May Pigec 
peal es hate 


OLE der 
Ginn ek aa et 


Ne ae ee, 
Ay. ee. 
Sa 


poe 
MO 


RoR. 


\; a A Bea 
NW 588 Slee te 


ar-an Q 
Para Yi *. pi: \\ 
i Y Vi % gr I . Mia i 
SL An f RE WY rab HASAN 


i: 


= 


ea 


eins 
Cj 
= 
“5 


HLH 


pes Wwhy 
MERE 


AE 
PAC OR 
Dey ~ 


y tr ‘ psy eed 
See 5 gs Store 


eet) 
It — / 

“4 Zz, rei * 

Z 


190 LETTERS of 


a Son... After this it wou’d feerm fuperfluous to 
mention my felf, whom my diftance from them 


coud not fecure from their Affaults, becaufe they 


underftood I had Wealth, and a Refolution not 
to be a Slave to their Empire: They theretore 
made way through the Kingdoms and Tetrar- 
chies that were a Mound betwixt us, by engag- 
ing Nicomedes ina War againft me, tho’ I was 
fenfible enough of their villainous defigns, and 
had before hand declar’d what has fince happen’d 
to Prolomy and the People of Crete, whovalone, at 
that time, were free. But endeavouring to’ re- 
venge the Injuries that were offer’d me, I drove 
Nicomedes out of Bithynia, reduc’d Afia , once 
the Prize and Plunder of Amtiochus ; and deli- 
verd Greece from the moft infupportable of Sla- 
veties. Thefe glorious beginnings were depriv’d 
of as noble a profecution by the Treafon of the 
moft profligate of my Servants, rchelaus, who 
betray'd my Army to the Enemy; and thofe 
who through floathfulnefs, or a falfe cutning 
would not Arm, while they were fecure by my 
pains and labour, have met with a Punifhment 
equal to their Folly. Prolomy’s Treafure buys 
yet a fufpenfion of Arms, and thofe of Crete be- 
ing already attack’d by the Romans, muft not 


—expett an end to their Difafters, till they are 


entirely broke and ruin’d. But when I found, 
that their Domeftic Quarrels had only deferr’d 
the War, not given me Peace, tho’ Tigranes 
was averfe to me (who now too late approves 
my Condué&) tho’ you were too remote, all 
other Nations fubje€t to, or influenc’d by, the 
Romans ,; | began the War alone, vanquifh’d the 
Conful Marcus. Cotta in Chalcedonia, and de- 

ftroy’d 
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ftroy’d their noble Fleet by Sea. At the Siege 
of Cyzicum my valt Army wanted Provifions, 
having no Confederates to fupply me all 
round thofe Parts, and the Winter debarr’d me 
the Conveyance of the Sea: Thus I was com- 
pell’d, not by any force or valour of the Ene- 
my, to raife the Siege, and retire into my own 
Dominions, lofing by Shipwrack, near Para, 
and Heraclea, the belt of my Men and Ships. 
But having reinforc’'d my Army at Cobire, I 
had feveral Skirmifhes with Lucu//lus ; we were 
both reduc’d to great Streights for want of 
Provifions ; he had at his Back the whole King- 
dom of Ariobarzanes, that had not felt any 
thing of the War; And all the Country round 
being already harrafs’d and wafted , I with- 
drew into Armenia. The Romans following not 


me, but their old cuitom of deftroying King- . 


doms, boaft the Overfight of Tigranes as a 
Victory ; becaufe in the defilés and narrow pla- 
ces, they hinder’d the main Body of our Ar- 
my from coming to the Engagement. I wou’d 
therefore defire you to weigh well with your 
felf; whether you wou'd be better able to de- 
fend your {elf againit them when we are re. 
duced, than now we are yet able to affift you. 
i know very well, that you abound in Men, 
in Treafure, and in Arms, and for that Reafon 
we feck you to join in our Common Defence; 
They court you to make you their Prey. But 
fince we can neither Conquer nor be Vanquifh’d 
without detriment to you, Tigranes is refolv’d 
to finifh the War at a Diftance from home, 
with my -experienc’d Soldiers, little Labour, 
and the expofing our own Perfons. You cans 
not 
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not be ignorant of the Romans, turning, the 
torce. of _ their. Arms this way, .whem the 


~Qcean had, put a ftop. to their farther Pro- 


erefs to the Weft... that from .their . very 
Origin they had neither Houfe, ,Wives, Coun- 
try nor.Empire. but by Rapine, being. at firft 
Vagabonds without any fixt place of .abode, 
without Parents;.a People. founded..for the 
Plague and deftruGtion. of , Mankind ,, .who 
have no confideration:.or regatd for. any..thing 
Humane or Divine, thar .fhould interpofe 
betwixt their defigns, and the Ruin of . their 
Friends and Allies, Neighbouring or diftant 
Countrys, the Weak or Powerful , efteeming 
all great Monarchies hoftile, as well as all 
others, that are not fubjett to them, Great 
part of Mankind chufe to live under a Juit 
Monarchy, and fome few under Free States or 
Cotnmon-Wealths; but 1 was fufpetted as a 
Rival of their Glory, and a fuddain Revenger 
the Nations they had opprefs'd. But you, 
O Arfaces! Monarch of the Perfians, Mafter 
cleucia, the largeft. and nobleft City of 
the World, as well as of inexhauftible Trea- 
{ures ;; what Benefit or Favour can you ex: 
nett from them, but a falfe and flattering 
Erieudthip at prefent, and when we are te- 
movd, an open War ? The Roman Arms 
are ready to attack all Nations, but moit 
prompt, and implacable, where the. largelt 
and richeft Spoils are expetted, having ar- 
rivd at this Pitch of Grandeur by daring, 
treachery, and building one War on another; 
and by thefe Arts they will opprefs, or de- 
{troy all Men, which will be no difficult 
matter 
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Matter if you March with your Army about 
Mefopotamia, without Provifion, and 1 wander 
in the fame. Condition thro” Armenia, for they 
owe their Security, not to their Valour, but to 
our ill-Conduét. By joining us-you will have 
the Reputation of having fuccour’d two great 
Monarchs, and of having deftroy’d the Robbers 
and Spoilers of Nations. This I wifh and advife 
you to do, unlefs by our Deftruction, you had 
rather add to the Grandeur of one Univerfal 
Empire, than bea Conqueror in Conjunction 
with us. Farewel. 
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LET TER: LXVL 


Phryné, rhe'Theban Whore, ‘to the Philofo» 
phee Xenocrates 5 reproaching bim with 
Frigidity, Infeufibility, &c. 


term thee a Man, ora Stone. A Man, I’mifure 
shou can’ft not be, fince humane Fleftyand Blood 
could -never be able to withftand the Allure- 
ments of PAryng. Neither can I take thee fora 
Stone, becaufe Stones have always: Fire in them, 
and thou hatt never any. What muft’I think 
thee then ? A Philofopher ! Ob, no, their Bufi- 
nets is to fearch after the Wonders of Nature, 
whilft thou defpifeft even Beauty the Perfection 
of it. What name then would: beft befit one 
thatis more infenfible than Things.inanimate ? 
i might call-thee a Monfter, did Inot know that 
Nature could never produce any thing that 
{hould oppofe its own Confervation : However, 
thou art one, and being Born out of the Intentt- 
onof Nature, arta Product of thy own beger- 
ting, nothing being like to do: that Office for 
thee, but thy felf. Cannot that Beauty move 
thee; which has:rais’d Veneration even in the 
moft Haughty, and exacted Admiration: from 
the greateft Princes, who. knew: me only by 
Fame? 1 maycommend my {elf without a Bluth, 
Grice every Captain is allow’d co reiate his own 
Victorics. If every one {peaks in Praife of me, 
why may not f repeat it, and like an Eccho fend 
back 


i Am in doubt (O Xenocrates !) »whether'to 
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back the Voice. But what fignifies all this Praife, 
if one fingle Xenocrates fhall defpife me? Yet will 
I believe thou flighteft me meerly out of Confci- 
oufnefs of thy being unworthy to enjoy me. 
Thy little Merit confounds thee, atid makes thee 
to forego all the unexpected and unmerited 
Favours have been Caft away upon thee. Yes, 
thou art unworthy of my Embraces, thou that are 
a poor, naked, funburnt fort of aPhilofopher,and 
in Pofletfion of nothing but thine own Folly. Wo 
be'to’ the World, if all Men were Philofophers, 
or all Philofophers like thee. Thou defpifett the 
means that begot thee, and would to the Gods, 
thy Parents had done fo too. Then fhould we 
not have been plagu'd with one that difobeys 
the Laws of Nature, and was Born even for her 
Deftructions Wretch! Art thou not fenfible of 
thy Ingratitude to thy Country, Pofterity, and 
thy felf ? All thefe thou offendeft, whilft thou 
perfiftsin this frigid Refolution. What fignifies 
(O Xenocrates!) thy Philofophy, fince it does nor 
teach thee the Knowledge of thefe Principles ? 
Vain is that Learning, which makes one infenfi- 
ble of ones Duty, Glory and Immortality. How 
weak are the Judgments of us Wottien. I once 
thought Philofophy even deify’d Men, but now 


Tbelieve they are rather debas’d, than advanced 


by it. Haft thou’ obferv’d, (O Xenoerates 1) 
whilft thou wer’ contemplating the Wonders of 
Nature, the Aipetts of the Heavens, the Courfes 
of the Planets; and the Difpofition of the Stars? 
Tell me, (Prithee) did’ft thou ever fee that Folly 
in them which reigns in) thee ?. They have all 
their Conjun@ions whilft thou affecteft to live 
Single. {find you Philofophers have. litle 
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Knowledge of thefe Matters, nor do. 1, think: 


your Learning amounts to any. more than bare 
Guefs.. Your Perfons are a Cheat, for under 
your {qualid Bodies, and grave Beards, you hide 
both perfidious and ignorant Souls. Do you 
think: chat this obftinare Refolution of yours 
can pafs upon me for Virtue? No, no;. Virtue 
eonfifts in meeting arid conquering, and not in 
flying. What Merit can he pretend to, who 
abftains from what he.can’c enjoy, or defpifes a 
Jewel which he has no Knowledge of 2, Yours is 
not Continence, but Stupidity. Continence. is 
only a Virtue, which keeps People from pre- 
tending to do more than they are able. Expe- 
rience alittle (O Statue !) the Sweernefs of thefe 
Lips, the Softnefs of thefe Hands, the, Allure- 
mients of thefe Arms, and the Fragrancy of this 
Bofom. Firft Efflay, the delights of Love, and 
then fer up for Chaftiry. If all thefe. prove Bit- 
t2¢ or Naufeous, then forfake and defpife them; 
but if on the contrary you micet Satisfaction in 
them, then is the time co exercife your Virtue.. 
Judgment is blind without Reafon, and how 
can Reafon perfuade a Man againft what he ne- 
ver experienced. Is it poflible (O. Xenocrates.t) 
thac thefe Arms cannot Conquer thee, nor thefe 
Kilfes foften thee? A Kifs is the clofeft Conjun- 
&ion of Souls, and the beft Herald of the Heart. — 
} fhall infift upon no other Arguments, for what 
4 Kifs inthis Cafe cannor do, the whole. World 
éannot. Renounce then ( Friend Xenocrates |) 
this obftinate Stupidity, which if you won't dofor 
the Reputation ot my Charms, do at leaft for your 
own Intereft. Do not you perceive that all hoot 
at.you upon this Occafion, all fly from you, 
an 


Fae 


and all hate you. . Hatred is even difpleafing 
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thofe .who. cannot Love. Love like Praife is 
fought after by thofe who have devoted them- 


> 


felves to Infamy. You'll cell me, perhaps, that 
he that does not value his Life, is never afraid 
of lofing ic; and I muft tell you, that before 
would undergothe publick Odium, 1 would bu- 
ry my {elf alive to prevent a worfe Fate. J was 
once thinking ‘that fome other Beauty might 
have engag’d your Heart, and a new Circe bé- 
witch'd you, but then I could have no Opinion 
of my own Charms, which I know would not 
yicld to the ftrongeft Inchantments. Phryné 
would have but little to boaft, if Sorcery or 
Witchcraft could fuperfede the force ‘of her 
Beauty. Do not imagine (O Xenocrares ry that 
I fay this to encline thee to Love me. I ain now 
fatisfy'd my Attempts are in vain upon an 
Heart more Obdurate, than Adamant... My 
Charms pretend to go no further than a Poffibi- 
lity. If 1 could fucceed, 1 might eafily claim 
the Golden Apple from Vesus. What I have 
been all this while aiming at, was only to do my 
Beauty juftice, by comparing it with thy. Ob- 
ftinacy. Yet does it not difpleafe me that you 
defpife it, fince nothing, is more ufual rhan for a 
bafe Soul.to flight its Benefaétor. But where is 
your Soul ? (Xenocrates) Where is your Heart ? 
Nay, where are your AffeCtions? Buried it may 
be in-the Bowels of the Earth, with the: Trea- 
fares you feem to defpife: If fo, fupply your felf 
anew from my Mouth. There 1 have Riches 
beyond what Fortune can beftow. But foolith 
Crearure that 1am, what dol pretend to? To 
catch him by the Ears, that I could not take by 
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‘the Fyes. Yet be not deceiv’d Xenocrates. Do 
not think I fay thisto make you believe I love 


you, I could not be fuppos'd to dore on what 
is fo very Unaimable, 1 would rather be con 


‘demn’d to the greateft of Torments, than be ob- 


lie’dto fancy you, All my aim is to try the 
force of my Charms upon what's impoflible to 
fucceedin, That's but a vulgar Beauty, which 
can captivate a yielding Heart, My defign is 
upon a Statue, a fenfelefs Marble. But whilft I 
{peak thus, I contradict your Humanity, there- 
fore (O Xenocrates) if Obftinacy has not altogether 
render’d you Blind, pay the Debt you owe to 
Nature, fatisfie my Requeft, do due Honour ta 
iny Beauty, and become the fubje&t of my Tri- 
umph, Farewel. | 
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LETTER. LXVI. 


: . Pd a 
: Kenocrates's' Anfwer, upbraiding her vicious ne 
Life, and vindicating bis own Profeffion. MN) 


: [ Have determin’d.(O Pahryné) to anfwer thee, 

thatrhou may’ft not miflake Virtue for Stu- Ws 
pidity. _Thou haft juft Reafon to value thy felt, ue 
fince thou halt occafion’d Xenocrates to write to i 
thee, who has refus'd that Honour ¢ven [0 the mati 
greateft Princes. But do not believe I write out 4 
of-any Inclination rais’d by thee. I fhould ab- 

| hor the Name of a Philofopher, if a Woman 

| could make any the leaft Alteration in.me. The 

| defign of my Anfwer is to undeceive, and: if 

| poffible to reclaim thee. 1 Glory (Phryn¢) 20 

what thou upbraideft me with, and would wil- Ht 

lingly be the Monfter thou_mak’ft me, if 1 had aN 

no other way to free my felf from thy Tempta- y 

tions, Nay, I could wifh my felfa Stone, rather 

than by being Flefh and Blood, become fub- 

ject to thy Luft, You make me Laugh to think 

that you fhould believe me capable of being 

enatnour'd on what the World calls Beauty. 

My Eyes were given me to look more inward, 

and not to dote upon a meer fuperficial Out- fide : 

They are the Guides, bur not the Tyrants over 

my Soul. The Heart of Xenocrates is neither to 

be feduced, nor impos’d on by them. A Philo- | 

fopher, of which I boaft the Character . tha’ itt 


you grudge it me, is oblig’d to have more regard a 
to the Inftruétion of his Mind, chan Pleafure ot ih 
his Eyes... Thofe that wuft too much to oxt- Has 
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ward Appearances; are moft commonly reeom- 
pene’d.with the Embraces ofa Shadow. © If.thou 


did't but know (Pébryng) what. that Beauty as 


which thou valueft thy felf fo: much upon,thow 
would’ft foon lament thy abus’d Opinion, Thou 
would'ft then be fenfible it was nothing but an 
Impofition onthe Eyes; a Torment. tothe Mind, 
and a Vulture on the: Heart: Nay further, a 
fleeting, fhort-liv’d Bleffing, ¢xpos'd to’ all the 
Cenfures, Injuries and Accidents of Time and 
Chance, and which all the united Reproaches of 
Mankind would be but ‘too little to revile as it 
deferves. The Glory of thy Beauty’ (Phryné) 
depends’ therefore: on’ a meer deception ‘of 
Sight, for tho’ an Error happen ‘fomerimes 
to be approved, yet is ic however always an 
Error. I fhould think fome Beauty of they 
Mind was the occafion of that of ‘the Body; 
did *{) not know that. nothing of ‘that kind 
could Cohabit with what had facrific'd it felf to 
infamy. © The Vices of this thew the Imperfecti- 
ons of that. If your Soul were: ‘beautéous, 
(Phryné) you fhould foon have ‘Xenocrates fora 
Lover. That would be the fureft Charmi to c¢ir- 
cumvent my Heart. I fhould be unworthy of 
the:Honour of being a Philofopher, iff could love 
you upon any other account. I» could fooner 
with to be nothing, than'to be your “Admirer, 
upon any other Score. You fee then what 
a horrid thing a polluted Beautyis, that’ a’Man 
would rather chofe to forego his Being, than 
have any thing to do with her. | I have no»Ge- 
nius for Flatrery, nor any Heart for Lies,there- 
faze, were Ifo enclin’d, am bur ill provided ‘for 
making a Conqueft over you 5 and*befides;'t 
cannot away with what does not only difpleate 

, me, 
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me, but which Idefpife.. Rarely two Contraries 
Unite. The Elements only concur to: the*ma- 
king of the World, and when Brutes intermix 
without regard, “tis becanfe they are Brutes, 
Now ‘whereas you invite’ me to the Experi- 
ence of your Lafcivious Embraces, I muft tell 
you, (Phryx¢) 1 refufe it, andthat not‘fo: much 
on account of the Pollution, as ro let you fee 
that my Body:is {ubordinate tomy Mind. Tho’ 
you tell me the Heavens, Srars and Planets'have 
all their Conjunctions, and thereby intimate: that 
Love: ptefides even over them, yet. is not that 
fuch Love:as yours. Their Conjunétions are 
Pure,’ Ghatt, and not intermixt indifferently | as 
yours'are.’ This I learn from that Philofophy 
which you fo much defpife. © I am furpriz’d that 
you cannot diftinguifh berwixt Continence and 
Obftinacy, ‘yer thar foon vanifhes when I. confi- 
der the PerfonI writeto, who having fo Jittle of 
the formér; cafily believes all that oppofe her, 
co be guilty of the latcer.; And now how can't 
thou ‘defire me»(Phrynzé) to have to do with 
thee? Thou that haft nothing to regale me wich, 
bur the Reliques of anothers Concupifcence: » Be- 
fides your*'Profeffion deftroys: the very ends: of 
Love, “which: are Generation. To what--an 
height of Folly are Memarriv'd, that for a little 
momentaty Delight they will interrupt the Con- 
tinuance’of the World ! Such: Women as you Sin 
againft\Nature, by expofing that Beauty to Sale, 
which was freely given yous Iam amazd that 
Princes, “whofe Duty is to govern Mankind, 
fhould nor only fubmit to, but encourage fuch 
Prattifes.:’ ’Tis' fuch as you; .(Pbryn¢) that ngg 
only debauch the-Young, but feduce even - 

mf ) Old ; 
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Olds andin.a word, play the ,Tytants,over our 
Minds, our Health, our; Weakh, and oun;Li- 


~berty.. I. know you would willingly Have me 


to conceal thefe Truths, bur ‘tis. certain, .Xeno- 
crates Could not flatter chee, tho’ he -lov'd. thee, 
1 admire that having devoted your {elf alrogether 
to Infamy you fhould talk to. me of Reputatis 
on, and that knowing me for a .Philofopher, 
you fhould think to move me by propofing. my 
Intereft., .What fignifies ic to me if all. fly me; 


 Gince Xenverates has.no greater Pleafure than to 


avoid all Men. Believe me, they.that know me 
well will norhoot at me, as you fay they do,.and 
if they fhould the hatred of the A4ob and Phryné, 
would yet be more grateful to me than their 
Love. But I would kill my felf, before I would 
be lov’d on the fame account as thou art. Men 
love Phryné meerly for their own fakes, for 
what elfe can be aimable in her, but the fancy’d 
Pleafure in enjoying her? Every thing in her 
befides is unworthy any Man's Love. How can 
one love that. Face fo us’d to a-diflembled: Coun- 
senance ? How thofe Locks that have been Sa- 
crilegioufly taken from fome Sepulcre? How 
thofe Eyes whofe only Bufineis it is to entrap 
Men’s Hearts? How that Mouth which is al- 
ways fill’ with Deceit and Lies ? How thofe ra- 
pacious Hands which are continually for taking, 
burt never for giving >? How that Bofom which 
has been defil'd by the repeated Pollyrions of all 
Mankind 2? And in a word, How can one dote 
upon that Mind, the fole Object of a Philofo- 
pher’s Love, which has been all along Cconta- 
minated with fordid Thoughts, and vile Concep- 
tions? If1 thought there were any Hopes of 

thee, 
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thee, I would employ the whole force of my 
Philofophy to reclaim thee : But I give thee over 
for loft. Innaté Vice is the moft difficult to be 
eradicated, and Cuftom in all Things is a fecond 
Nature. What would it fignifie for me to read 
theea long Lecture on the Advantages of Chafti- 
ty and Temperance, It would be but words 
thrown away, therefore I will conclude with 
telling thee, that if after all has been faid, thou 
haft filla Mindto Triumph over Xezocrates, thoy 
muft live another Life, and drive another Trade ; 
his Inclinations leading him altogether to the 
a of Virtue, and Virtuous Perfons. Fare. 
wel. 
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CET TER. LXV ol 


The Emperor Caracalla, 0 bas Mother the’ 
Emprefs Yulia, to whom he bore inceftdous, 
Love. ‘, 


W Have always ‘hitherto thought (O »Fuliat) 
i thar the Pangs of Love were mst Fables in- 
vented by cunning Men, tohumour the Credu- 
lity.of filly People. .. But. now Lam of another, 
Mind. The little God has now made me fully 
fenGible of his irrefiftible Influence over us Mor- 
tals. Allthe other Gods and Goddeffes have been 
fabfervient to his Power. Even Fove himfelf, 
hascondefcended to afume mean Forms by his 
Command. The ftrangenefs however of my 
Love at firft ftartled me. 1 blam’d in my felf 
thofe extravagant Defires, which. both Nature, 
Law and Cuftom deteft and abhor. I reprefen- 
ted to my Mind nothing but Impoffibilities in at- 
taining what I wifh’d. My Courage fail'd me 
in revealing my Thoughts. My Mouth durft 
not open to utter my rafh Sentiments. My down- 
caft Eyes dreaded to meet thy Difdain. My 
Sighs voluntarily buried themfelves, rather than 
offend thy Power. My imprifond Tongue 
however at length regains its Freedom, and ha- 
ving furvey’d thy unparallell'd Goodnefs,: boldly 
pronounces my Love. Yes, | Love thee, Fulia, 
and if that word feem too mean, I Worfhip, 1 
Adore thee. No humane Language can fuffict- 


ently defcribe my Flame, and therefore ‘twere 
Hoa Pity, 
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| Piry, but I had.a Divine one which might better | 
| fair with my.exceflive Devotion, and thy tran- Al 
| fcendent Beauty. Thy looks are a Paradice, Ah 
where one may furfeit on all the primitive Blef- a 
fings. Yet do notbelieve (O Fulia) that I ex- Ni 
pect to gain thy Affection by praifing thee. i 
That were aridiculous Attempt, where there iW 
is fo much good Sence join’d with fo much ) 
Worth. My only aim. is to do thy Perfections 
 - Fuftice, wherein if 1 fail, blame not me, but thy Ale 
| ‘extraordinary Merit which exceeds the force of | 
| Words, 1 know thy Modefty will blufh to hear 
‘all chis, but I had much rather thou fhould’ft 
| be. afham’d, than 1 appear to be a cold, poor 
| fpirited Lover. All the while 1 am celebrating ae 
| 
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thy Praife, I proclaim my own. e4neas was li 
much more valu’d for being defcended from i" 
Venus.. Likewife, Love being a kind of Symme- 
uy of Cuftoms, it is impoflible bur that being 
thy Lover, I thould refemble thee in fome par- 
ticular. Alfo being fo nearly related, 1 have a 
berter Claimto thee, the greateft Favours being 
ever referv'd for the neareft of Kin. If Supiter 
call’d his Sifter funo to his Bed, why may nor 
my Mother ‘Fulia? That Example alone is fufh- i 
cient to ftop the Mouths of all that are offended A 
at our Amour. As Princes we ought tobe imi- A 
ated, and not be oblig’d to imitate our Inferi- 

ors. Perhaps thou may’ft Object, that my Love Hw 
cannot be fo great as I pretend. Thou wrong’ft ane 
me, (falia) if thou haf any fuch Thoughr. itt 
I love thee as much as any thing fo very aimable i 
can be belov'’d. There’snot a drop of my Blood, | 
but I would freely exhauft in thy Service. Nay, anit 
if I could not poflefs thee without ceafing to ‘be | 
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what I am, I. would kill my. felf immediately to 
arrive at that Happinefs. I would not have thee 
>a ' to think (O Fulia) that I love thee the’ lefs, ‘be- 
il caufe thou haf fome Years over thy Head. The 
Hh Conftancy of my Affection is not to be alter’d 
We il! by fuch mean Thoughts. Llook upon thy Beau- 
ty to be perfected by its Duration. He's nota 
true Lover that loves only with his Eyes. Fools 
dote in Perfpective. I am for a nearer View. 
The Beauty 1 admire is refident in the Soul, 
Thar alone. has rais’d all the moft violent Pafli- 
i ons in me which a Lover ever experienc'd. Light 
ya molefts me, Darknefs affli&ts me, Reft difturbs me, 
At Food difgufts me, Sleep confounds me, Pleafure 
difpleafes me, Recreation tires me, and Friends 
ee | cannot comfort me. If I gaze on thee, thine 
| Eyes confume me, and if I do not, Defire, and 
A il Jealoufie torment mein their turns. Both when 
I am in and out of thy fight, I fubfift by pure 
Miracle. I fufficienly experience that Truth, 
which fays, that a Lovers Soul generally refides 
in the Object belov’d. Remov'd from thee, I 
have no Sence but to Grieve, no Words but to 
Complain, no Eyes but to Weep, nor no Breaft 
bat to fend: forth Sighs. If any one {peaks to 
me, I hear him not ; if he wrongs me I mind 
: - him not, and ifhe ftrikes me I feelhim not. If. 
| I had fettled my Affections on any other but 
Fulia, 1 fhould have been Melancholy, and la- 
mented the lofs of my dear Liberty 5. but now 
on the contrary I rejoice in that of my Freedom, 
fioce will flatter my felf, 1 fhall thereby gain 
her Affections which are preferable to all other 
humane Happinefs. Beauty brought glory to 
Greece, by the rain of Froy. Why then fhouldt 

grudge 
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grudge being depriv’d of my Liberty by. it? 
Heithat has not the fame fence of thy Charms 
never div'diato thy Mind, nor look’d on thy 
Face, It is not in the power of the moft extra- 
vagant Hyperbolé to reach the height of thy Per- 
fections. The antient Helweti; worthip’d the 
Sun with a Finger in their Mouths. Let him 
then that defpairs of doing thee Juftice by fpeak- 
ing, adorethee in Silence. If allthis while my 
Penhas not been able to move thee to my Hap- 
pinefs, I have no Mercury to employ in my Fa- 
vour-as Sove had.’ I muft wholly elie on that 
Goodnefs, which was given thee to relieve the 
Wretched. Pardon me, OQ my Goddels! If } 
hhave abus’d thy Kindnefs, by afluming too. much 
Liberty, for asl have thought the Time, Ages, 
wherein! have been in purfuic of thee, fo do k 
now-count thofe but Minutes that I have been 
writing to thee. My Thoughts and Words a- 
bound, and tho’ they may be both Ill-plac’d and 
Ill-chofen, yer does not the Sun in. attracting 
Vapours, diftinguifh berween the fubul, and the 
condens’d. But two Things thou may’tt ftill ob- 
ye&t to me, which are the accuftom’d Inconftan- 
cy of Lovers, and the Freedom Men too often 
take in publifhing Ladies Favours; This may 
indeed be faid. But fhall J change ? Shall I alter 
my Affectionsto Fulia? Oh, never, never. She 
has too a great Dominion over my Heart to allow 
it: A Mufhrome Love {prung from a tranfirory 
View may indeed as foon vanifh, but mine that 
is grown up with Time, and invigorated by ic 
mutt of neceflity fland the Teft of Ages. My 
Love is not a Child; Ic has been brought up to 
Years of Difcretion by your Converfation, and 
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‘in your Prefence. Asthe Oftridge enlivens 1s. 


young with its Eyes, fo you by yours have nou- 
rifh’d my Affeétions: to that degree, thae they 
gre arrivd to a Monftrous Greatnefs, even De- 
yond the reach of Imagination. Having prov'd 
it impoffible for me to be Inconftanc, I muft 
likewife make it Improbable, I would divulge 
the great Secret. Should I be guilty’ of fuch 
a Crime, I might well expect Thunder and 
Earth-quakes to revenge the Saerilege. My 
Love can only be reveal’d to the Goddefs of 
Love, and that’s your felf.. You can only heal 
my Wounds, you can only know my Secrets, 
unlefs my Breaft fhould happen to burft with the 
mighty Paffion, and difcover your Image on my 
Heart. The Pleafures of Love are not truly en- 
joy’d, if not conceal’d. Silence and Theft are 
its beft Companions. I beginto hope, my Fu- 
lia, my words have at length made fome Impref- 
fion on thee, but they muft neverthelefs give 
way to Effeéts, which I doubr not will foon ap- 
pear inmy Favour. Thofe Kindnefles are Ty- 
rannical, which make Ufe of too long Delays. 
Let us haften then my Fair One to the gathering 
of thofe Fruits, which fhall be difpens’d with fo 
prodigal a Hand, by Love and Fulia. 
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LETTER EXIX. 


Lififtratus to Tlepolemus, . covcerming the 
Choice of Friends. 


| OW much you efteem thofe Parafites. and 

Trencher-flies that daily haunt your Houle, 
Tam not able to determine. Can you think 
they love you, that follow you meerly for a 
Supper? How can you take them for Friends, 
that fpeak one thing of you at Home, and an- 
other Abroad 2? There they fhall prociaim your 
Wifdom, here cenfure your Folly for believing 
them. Thefe are even the very worlt of Men, 
and nor unlike the Adder. that  ftings while 
it lies. conceal’d. Rather. efteem thofe your 
Friends who affirm you are not infallible, and 
may ftand in need of Counfel, who remove 
Pickthanks from you, join with you in the 
Prefervation of your Eftate, and chide you when 
you aét contrary to their Advice.. Thefe are 
the Men you are to value, and the others, rhote 
you ought to avoid. Be more cautious for the 
furure ; and Farewel. 
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The fame,to Philocles, making a Comparifon 
between a Wife and a Mifrrifs. 


7 OU know well, Philocles, Marriage is ano 
y finall Check to the Growth of Learning 
and Philofophy ; and that the Bleffing of Chil- 
dren turns all 2 Man’s Thoughts from the Liberal 
Arts, towards the Care of Maintaining his Fa- 
mily. Neverthelefs, be not you apprehenfive of 
more Plagues and Difturbances at Home, than 
you fhall furely meet with Abroad ; for among 
other Things, whatever you buy for your Wife, 
you may difpofe of again at pleature; but, on the 
contrary, when you have once prefented your 
Miftrifs, you muff not expectto have any the 
leaft Part of it return’d. Again, whenever any 
Strife happens at Home, you by your fingle An- 
thority may eafily reconcile or overrule it ; but 
what you fhall be engaged in Abroad, either with 
Rivals or Miftriffles, you will not find fo eafie to 
conquer. Moreover, you will be much more 
fenfible of a Wrong ftom a Miftrifs, than from 
your Wife; for the former always abounds withi 
Sufpicions, and the latter feldom has any. Ma- 
trimony has ever this peculiar Good in ir, that a 
Wife may be trufted at alltimes, when a Miftrifs 
can fcarce ever be confided in. But providing 
your Wife fhould occafion you any Trouble, yet 
ought fhe to be fooner born with than a Miftrifs, 
inafmuch as the bears you Legitimate Children, 
which are to fucceed in your Eftate. When 
you marry, pitch upon a Woman of good Pa- 
rentage, 
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tentage, Virtuous Education, and not Over-rich, 
fo will you avoid all the Occafions that cOmmon- 
ly produce Vice in that Sex. Farewel: 


LETTER LXxXI. 
Mifitheus ; Commander of the Pr&totian 


Bands, to his Son-ineLaw the Emperor 
Gordianus , commending his Reforiation: 


"WIS no fall Pleafure to me, My Lord and 

Emperor, thar I can now obferve how 
Times have been alter’d fince the Eunuchs boughe 
and fold every thing. They difpos’d of all like 
Friends, yet were really the greateft Enemies you 
had. 1am glad however, they are at length re- 
inovd from you, and; as I underftand; you are 
not a little pleas’d with it your felf , which re- 
joyces me yet more, inafmuch as I can thereby 
perceive , that however Faulty Affairs have been, 
they were neverthelefs tranfacted without your 
Privity. I am fatisfed, it was not your Intention 
that the Commands in the Army fhould be difpo- 
fed of at the Pleafure of thefe Vermine, that Per- 
fons of Merit fhould be refus'd the Rewards due 
ro their Services, that the GuiltlefS fhould be puic 
to Death, orthe Guilty go unpunifh'd, on any 
Account whatever: You certainly were not the 
Occafion of the Tieafury’s being exhavfted, bur 
all was managed by a vile Cabal, who being able 
by their Intriguesto keep all good Men from your 
Prefence, eafily prevail’d upon you to admit of 
none bur bad, whereby they jointly enrich’d 
themfclves, and impovertfh’d both you and the 
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Empire. But Thanks be to the Immortal Gods, 
you are at laft fenfible of all chis Mifmanagement, 
and have already begun to redrefs your Errors, 
and reform the State. I am happy in having fo 
good a Prince to my Son-in-Law, and the ra- 
ther, becaufe he has banifh’d thofe Men that fold 
him by Auétion to the higheft Bidder. Farewel. 


sae ee 


LETTER LXXIL 


Befolus, Xing of Lydia, to Sapor , King of 
Perfia, in Favour of the Emperor Valerian, 
whom having taken Prifoner, he made his 
Footftool. 


OULD I think it praéticable that the Romans 
fhould ever be totally vanquifh’'d, I would 
congratulate you upon this extraordinary Ule 
you have made of your late Victory ; but as 
they are a People, whom both Fate and their 
own Virtue have furnifh’d with uncommon 
Power, you would do well to take Care, that 
the Captivating their old Emperor, and that too 
by Fraud, does not at laft redound to the Preju- 
dice, both of you and your Pofterity. You may 
pleafe to confider, how many. great Nations, and 
thofe even their Conquerors, they have at length 
fubjugated and fore’dto buckle. Tho’ the Gauls 
beat them, and fir'd their City, they'at a long 
Run became their Slaves, and {till continue fuch. 
What though the Carthaginians often routed them, 
thofe very Africans now ferve and obey them. 
Notto go fo far for Ioftances of {the Roman For- 
tune, Imay produce Mithridates King of Pontus, 
who, 
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who, tho’ once Matter of all 4/2, was at laft made 
fubjeét to the Imperial Eagle. All this confider'd, I 
cannot but advife you to embrace the Offers of 
Peace made you, on Condition you releafe Vale- 
yian. Hereby I fhall certainly have Occafion to 
rejoyce in your Profperity ; whereas, onthe other Hy 
hand, 1 may with like Certainty have no lefs Rea- Hl 
fon to deplore your Adverfity. Farewel. ai 
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The Emperor Valerian to Ragonius Clarus, mt 
Proconful of \lyrium and Gaul, concerning | 
the Difcipline he would have obferved im the al 
Army: cali 


A S you are naturally a good Husband, I would 

have you, my Kinfiman, to imitate Ballifa, 

in the difpofing of Quarters, and providing the 

Soldiers with Neceflaries. Have you not obfervd 

how he makes every thing eafie to the People, 
where he comes with our Army? Where he at 
finds Plenty of Forrage, he Quarters the Cavalry, 
and where Store of Corn, billets the Infantry. He 
requires no Provifions where they are not to be 
had. He never burthensthe Publick with the Ex- i 
pence of Carriage , but always takes what he an 
wants on the fpot where it grows. Thus you a 
may quarter your Foot in Galatia, Ilyrium and nik 
Thrace, which abound with all forts of Grain, i 
| and your Horfein Thrace likewife, for there the Hh 
| Fields are well ftor’d with Grafs. Thus acted Aa 
Ballifta, who never charg’d more than one Com- itl 
modity upon one Province. M i 
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defire to pleafe us thoroughly, you muft curb the 
Licentioufnefs of the Soldiers. Be not one of 


- them fuffer’d either to fteal or commit Wafte. 


Let every one be fatishied with his daily Allow- 
ance, or if he muft needs plunder, be it upon the 
Enemy, and not the Subjetts of the Empire. Lee 
the Soldiers Arms be keprclean, bright and tharp; 
Be their Clothes preferv'd in good Order, and do 
you take Care that they do not lavith away their 


Pay. Seeevery Man have his Collar, Bracelet and 


Ring, and that he provides for his own Horfe. 
Let the Phyficians demand nothing of them for 
their Cures, nor the Augurs for their Predictions. 
in a Word, be careful that the Soldiers live quier- 
iy, and whoever prefumes to do otherwife lee 
him be punifh’d feverely. Farewell. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


fhe Emperor Aurclian, to Zenobia, Queen of 


Palmyra, requiring her to furrender that 


‘HAT I now require, you ought ta 
have done long fince of your own ac- 
cord. I command you to furrender the City, 
and thereupon promife both you and yours your 
Lives,but not your Liberty. You,Zenobia,and your 
Children muft be content to go, whereland the 
moft Auguft Senate of Rowe thall think fit to place 
you. Your Jewels, Gold, Silver and other Riches 
muft all be confifcated to the Reman Treafury. 
Your Subjects alone willbe freed from Captivity, 
aud have their Privileges confirm’d to them. 

LETTER 
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LETTER LXXV. 


Queen Zenobias Anfwer to this haughty 
Letter. 


cS Th fos CA 3 7, i) PSE ; 
Sab WEA SANE Qe OW es aaa OIG i ta .' i Say 


a Rew ee 


Ne. Man ever yet prefum’d to command 
what thou haft done. Bravery, Aurelian, i, 
isthe only Means to bring about our Ends in a 
War. Thou requireft me to furrender this my iH 
City of Palmyra, as if thou couldft be igno- il 
rant that my Anceftor Chopatra chofe rather to ae 
die with the Character of Queen, than live a aS 
Slave, of how great Quality foever , to thy Pre- Wt aN 
deceffor Augujtus. We wait for the Succours of Al 
the Perflans : The Saraxens arm for us: Fhe al 
Armenians have declar‘d in our Favour : A Band i 
of High-way Men have defeated thy Army in ih Bi 
Syria. Judge then what thou art to expect i) 
when all thefe Forces fhall arrive. Thou wile ai 
then afluredly alter thy Tone, and not imperi- at 
oufly command me thus to give up what is my | 
Birthright, as if thou wer’r abfolute Difpofer of 
the Univerfe. Farewel. 3 
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LETTER LXXVL 


The Emperor Aurelian, to his Friend Muca- ‘| A 
por, acguainting him bow be bad Leen baffled. na 
before Palmyra. vA, 


| oes Ihear my Expedition is ridicul’d atRoms, 
| yet let me tell you, Friend Miucapor, Queen 
Zenobia has more of the Man in her, than ye Hi 
Vg wet: } Ps - imagine. ah 


ra Pa 
lip 02 
m 5 


weet 


D ? 

9: gf j y) i 
s ate 

es cay / 


ane 


——~eyge 
< s Se 
— 


i noe 


ee EX iF 


= se: 
=: _— 
a 


SSS 


— 


eo 
z => 
ie 


3 


octte) fow 


re” as ine A eas ~ 


Beers 
we 


a Se : 


Sc ree // 
- ee es ie A 


216 LETTERS of 
imagine. _ Her Fear and Defpair betwixt them, 
make her wi ild, and furnifh her with more ey. 


rage, than can be found in all our Army. ‘Tis 


ingaree ble, what vaft Flights of Arrows, Darts, 

and Stones fhe fends us every Moment. To in- 
form you how well fhe is provided for her De- 
fence, -you muft know, that no Part of the Wall 
is without two or three Batteries, whence fhe 
continually hurls on us Fire and Deftruétion 
from her Engines. In fhort, fhe ats not like a 
Woman, but with all the Bravery of a great Com- 
mander ; yet! hope the Gods, who have never 
hitherto fruftrated my Undertakings, will afift 
me with the like Favour at this Juncture, to the 
Glory of the Reman Empire, Farewel. 


terres. 


LETTER LXXVIL 


The fame to the Senate of Rome, vindicating 
Me 


his Triumph over Zenobia, ae giving her 
Character. 


‘JT Hear-T am cenfur’d for having aéted an un- 
g manly Part, in triumphing over Zenobia. I 
hi not thofe who have been thus free with 

ne: However am affur’d, that if they had but 
ae. what manner of Woman Zenobia is, 
they would have been fo far from blaming, that 
they would rather have commended me. You 
muft know then, fhe isa Lady of that wonder- 
fu Ghali that fhe refus'd to Bed with her 
Hu sban , after fhe had once conceived by him : 
She has liv ‘d with the Pomp.of a Perfian, and yet 
harangu’d her Soldiers with all‘ the Affability 
OF 
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of a Roman Emperor. She was prudent in her 
Councils, and diligent in all her Affairs. She 
has a fhrill, manly Voice, atawny Complexion, 
black; fparkling Eyes, an excellent Shape, a noble 
Mien, and exceeding white Teeth. She has in 
Cafes of Neceffity, had all the Severity of a Ty- 
yant, but wherever there was occafion for Mercy, 
fhe could be as well acquainted with Clemency. 
She generally wore a Helmet onher Head, and an 
Imperial Purple Robe on her Shoulders button’d 
with a Crotchet of Diamonds on her Breaft. She 
managed the Publick Revenue with all the Pru- 
dence imaginable. She fometimes us’d a Coach, 
but oftener rode on Horfeback, and would fre- 
quently walk on Foot feveral Miles together, 
She has naturally the Refervednefs of a Spaniard, 
yet will drink beyond any of the Ofhcers of her 
Army, nay, outdo even the Perfians and Armenians. 
She is learn’d, and is faid to have abridg’d 
the Alexandrian and Oriental Hiftories. She has 
alfo read our Hiftory in the Greek. It was thro’ 
her Means Odenatus, her Husband, overcame the 
Perfians, and forcing King Sapor to fly, advanced 
as far as Crefiphon. This Queen, I affure you, 
has been fo great a Terror to the Ea/f, that nei- 
ther the Egyptians, Arabians, Armenians, Ox Sara- 
zens durft to move for her. Nor would I have 
fav'd her Life, had I not known that her very U- 
furpation afferted the Limits of the Empire. Let 
them therefore that are pleas’d with. nothing, 
rake the Poifon of their own Tongues to them- 
felves. For my part, I think I can eafily juftifie 
my felf. If ic is nor commendable or honoura- 
ble to triumph over a Woman, what might have 
been faid of the Emperor Decius, that great 


Commander, who intended the fame Thing, had 
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218 LETTERS of 
he been atleifure. He prudently fuffer'd her ta 
Reign in quiet, that he might have an Opportu- 
nity to profecute his Expedition againft the Goths, 
whilft the preferv’d inviolate the Ancient Bounds 
of the Eaftern Empire. Farewel. 


VET TER’ UXSVEE 


Euripides to Archelaus, King of Macedon ; 
contaiaing his Reafons for returning the Pre- 
fent he fent him. Written at Athens Jong 
before Euripides went to Macedon. | 


XI not our of vain-glory I return the Pre- 
B  fent you fent me by Ampbias; nay, lam 
conf{cious you will rather be angry at than ap- 
prove it. I fhal) incur the Cenfure of affected 
Oftentation by my proceeding, and have little 
Hopes to find any one favourable enough to im- 
pute itto true Greatnefs of Mind, Add to this, 
thar Clito fent me very prefhng Letters to urge my 
Acceptance of ‘it, threatning me otherwife with 
his Anger, but having Riches fufficient for my 
felf and Family, I mutt, however, perfift in my 
Refolution, Befides, the Prefent you fent was 
too great for my Circumftances ; and what | 
could not eafily fecure'to my felf. I have often 
wrote £0 you concerning the Pellean Youths, and 
now renew my Importunity, that you would 
vouchfafe to preferve and deliver them from their 
Chains. In my Opinion their Guilt is not very 
evident, or if it be, I dare engage they fhall tran{- 
grefs no more, if you but forgive them now. 
I hope my Demand is fo reafonable, you will 
7 cman °°, 


BAS aS A SRY) PV LY SRO UBD 


the ANTIENTS., 219g 


mot deny me, and that you will fo far compaf- 
fionate the Mifery of their aged Father, a Man 
of the firft Quality among the Pelleans, who fly- 
ing to Atkens, apply’d himfelf to me, in the mok 
pathetick Manner imaginable, to mediate in 
their Behalf, fuppofing my Intereft fufficient with 
you to obtain their Liberty. I therefore defire 
you, nay, I conjure you, not to prove me lefs 
capable of ferving him, than he believes. Fare- 
wel, 


LETTER LXXIX. 


Euripides to Sophocles ; congratulating his 
Efcape from Shipwreck , and condoling the 
Lofs of his Plays. Written at Athens, wher 
Sophocles was in Chios. 


HE Misfortune of your Voyage to Chios, 

O Sophocles, has reach’d your Friends in 
Athens. Your Lofs has fo affeéted the whole 
City, that even your Enemies fhare the Sorrow 
of your Friends. I can't but attribute ic to a 
particular Providence, that you and all your Fa- 
mily fhould efcape fo great a Danger. “Tis true, 
the Lofs of your Tragedies, is common to all 
Greece; yet fucha Lofs, as may eafily be repair’d, 
fince you your felf are preferv’d. I defire you 
rather to confult the Safety, than Speed of your 
Return: Stay where you are to refrefh your felf, 
and take your own time to come Home, fince I 
can aflure you, here you will find all your Com- 
mands punctually executed, Salute Chionicles and 
Lapreta from me, and let them know their E- 
7 pen ree Weape 


GD fit Wi Si9; 
han SG Sov es Rod 


Ne ee oer i 
aS sey 


0s TQ “ee 
ON eee FS 


oe 


¥, 


Pee TS / 255 me a 
Seg Yigype Cry SN A 


e) 
be 


Sia 


we 


ay 


SARC sat 


Ii 


- 
t, i) 


5 Ma 


Atay 


a 


i 


= —_ 
i oc... > nell one: 
aes MS) Soke oe g7 ab PN ee ee 
ix ea SE igs; Saeko ois fat 4 


V/ideaal 3 mee 


220 LETTERS of 


{cape hasgiven me equal Joy with yours. Recom- 


- mend me likewife to Autigines the Phyfician, ifhe 


have not yet left Chios for Rhodes ; for let me affare 
you, he is a Man of Honour and Probity. This 
with my Refpetts to the Sons of Cratinus, ends my 
Letter. Farewel. 


LETTER LXXx 


Euripides to Archelaus, Xing of Macedon ; 
containing Thanks for his Pardoning the 
Pellxan Touths, at bis Interceffion. 


TWIHE venerable old Pellean Gentleman, to- 
gether with his Sons, came lately to me at 
"Athens, and afforded me a Sight, O beft of Kings! 
extremely fatisfactory, efpecially when I confi- 
dered for whofe fake their Boon had been gran- 
red. - Neither was it lefs honourable or glorious 
to you, and admirable in the Eyes of all my 
Friends the 4thenians, who in Numbers beheld 
it. Not one Man was prefent, who was not full 
of the Praife of your Humanity, and loud in his 
Prayers for your Profperity. The aged Father, 
tranfported with Joy at the Liberty of his Chil- 
dren, (who in a defponding and mournful Con- 
dition, had juft before gone thro’ the City) now, 
with both of them richly.clad, goes about Sacri- 
ficing to the Gods, and celebrating my Name, 
as the Preferver of his Sons. The City of Athens 
likewife, which has bred Citizens’ of fo much 
Merit, partakes of the Ceremony.  Lhave much 
more to fay on this Subjeét, but which I thal 
omit, left by magnifying the Good'you have done 
your 
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your felf by thisAGtion, I fhould feem to leflen the 
Gratitude I owe your Complyance with my Re- 
queft. But lacknowledge you have laid a very 
great and fenfible Obligation on me, and there- 
fore aflure you, { will not reft till I have made 
you fome fort of Return. Farewel. 


emacs: 


LETTER LXXXI. 


‘Euripides to Archelaus, praifing that King 


for his Bounty ; together with an Encomium 
on the Royal Prerogative of doing Good, &c. 


Cannot but take Notice of the Jaftice of your 

Conduét, O beft of Princes, not only in the 
Affair of the Pelleans, but likewife to me>and 
many Perfons of Worth and Honour. — Believe 
me, fam defirous to know the generous Actions 
you have done, not fo much out of a Luft of 
Curiofitry, as that the Fame of your good Deeds, 
may give mea frefh Delight,,and oblige me to 
as great Thanks for them, as if they had been 
folely directed to my. Ufe ; for I think my Joy 
ought not to be fo great on Account of any pri- 
vate Benefit you beftow on me, as to find your 
Benefits heightned by the Publick Value and Me- 
rit of the Benefactor. I derive this Joy from 
every Favour I hears you confer on Men of De- 
fert. I would have you remember, moft excel- 
lent Archelaus, that if you take a View of all 
Things the Gods have given you, you will find 
them replenifh’d with Cares, and Fatigues ; but 
they have neverthelefs added this Sweet to that 
Bitter, that you can do Good to whom you 
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pleafe, and are pleas’d only to do it to thie Wor: 


thy. The Gods can likewife deprive you of all 


you have, if they pleafe; but the Benefits 
you have beftowed, they can never diveft you 
of, tho’ they had ever fo much a mind to it. Be- 
lieveme, O King, 4 Man in Power can have no 
greater Remorfe, when the Gods have taken 
away his Ability from him, than the Memory of 
having done Good to no Man, when in Poffeflion 
of it. But that isa Pain, you fhall never Expe- 
rience, though both Power and the Gods depart 
from you, as having loftno Opportunity of be- 
ing a Benefactor to Mankind. This Satisfaction 
will never leave you with Fortune, but always 
ftand by you with this Comfort, That you ftill 
deferve to enjoy that Faveur you employ'd fo 
well. Nay, fhould the Gods this Moment Ceafe 
to {mileon you, there is no City, no Nation, nor 
private Man, that has fele your Pow’r with any 
Detriment, or that has not tafted fome Portion 
of your Happinefs. Shou'd you, by the Crime 
of Fortune, fall from your Regal State, you 
wou'd lofe all the Labours, Cares and Dangers 
that furround a Throne, but the Confcioufnele of 
the Benefits you have diftributed, will semain 
both to you, who beftow’d, and to thofe chat 
receiv'd them. A Fruit-and Pofleffion not at all 
to be defpis’d, and which are both, evn in Ad- 
verfity fufficient to fupply you with a Pleafure 
not to be exhaufted. If I might prevail ia your 
Counfels I would advife you never to be weary; 
or tir’'d with thefe Actions , fince they can never 
breed a Satiety, each of them conftantly produ- 
cing a frefh Delight. Asto other Things, I would 
have you eketaite your prefent Pow'r with Pru- 
dence and Moderation, by which Means you el 

ave 
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have fo voluntary an Obedience from your Sub- 


jects, that they will prefer doing their Duty 


even to Life icfelf, all being equally interefted in 
the Joy of obeying a King of fo celebrated a 
Fame. You have befides raifed your felfa Name 
from your peculiar Care and Patronage of the 
Grecians of Reputation, and particularly of Men 
of Art ; inviting all to your Court, who have 
made any Progrefs in Learning from all Parts, 
with fo plentiful and large a Provifion of all Ne- 
ceflaries for their Sabfifténce and Convenience, 
that being thus freed from all Care and Sollicitude, 
they need fear no Interruption in their Scudies 
and Labours towards the Perfection of their fe- 
veral Defigns. You throng your Palace with Men 
of thete Qualifications, not with Flatterers, Jefters, 
and fuch-like Vermine ; and that you value them 
more, than you do the other, is owing to their 
Doétrine, by which inform’d, you have learn’d 
co think the Benefits deriv'd from Learning, of 
greater Value than the Largefles of Power: For 
fhou'd they fail, and their Sources be dried up, 
yet the Fruits of what is paft are immortal, 
and carry. with them a Pleafure, which Money 
cannot impart; and moreover, the Glory you 
have purchasd by thefe Inclinations will never 
decay. Thefe are Things will make all Men ad- 
mire and pronounce you Happy, and fo much 
the more in that every Body confefles your Hu- 
manity fo fignal to your Acquaintance, that you 
derive a great Advantage from it, and that the 
Title of King does not a-whit abate Your Loveto- 
wards your Friends. Farewel. 
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LETTER LXXxXIL 


Euripides to Cephifophon ; beiug an Account 
of his Arrival in Macedon ; together with 
the Confequences thereof ; as likewife aVindi- 
cation of that fourney. 


Am arriv’d in Macedon, dear Cephifophon, after 

i an eafie and quick Journey. My Reception 
from Archelaus was, as | expected, very Honoura- 
ble, both asto Prefents, which I had no Occafion 
for, and asto an Affability above the Ambition of 
thofe, who court the Smiles of Kings. Here I 
found Clito in good Health; with whom I tre 
quently converfe, as alfo with the King himfelf, 
whofe Converfation is by no means difagreeable ; 
nor am I excluded the Debates: of State. 
Both Clito and the King are very importunate 
with me to write fomething in my Way,fo Arche- 
Jaws feems to exact a Return for thofe Favours be- 
fow’d on me at my firft Arrival. Though this 
Requeft be not altogether difagreeable to me, 
yet cannot it be anfwerd without fome Labour 
and Pains; to induce me to undergo which, tam 
every Day entertain‘d with more magnificent 
Banquets, than I defire. As to the News you 
fend, I own your Kindnefs in informing me 
what Iought to know, yet would have you to 
believe that I am now no miore affected with the 
Reflections of Agatho and Mefatus, than,you were 
witnefs,I was with the Fiétions of -tritophanes; and 
fhall be fo far from thinking any Reply from you, 
in my Defence, neceflary, that I fhall take one for 
an Injury, though they ftill purfue theirs Affronts. 
Bue 
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But if any Man of Worth, thro’ Ignorance of the 
Motives that indwced me to it, condemn my 
Journey to Macedon, you have free Leave, O 
Cephifophon, tO impart tO him What you know. 
Such a one being thus undeceiv'd, will ceafe to 
impute it to a defire of Mony, none will fay, came 
hither in purfuic of Purple, and Scepters, the 
Dominion and Viceroythip of the Zriballians or 
the like ; bur invidioully Confine my Ambition 
toMoncy. Yet thefe Detractors fhould anfwer 
me this Query, Why 1 fhow’d now in my old 
Age be captivated by a Paflion, which all the 
reft of my Days were free from, efpecially fince 
ty Mother died, for whofe fake, if on any Ac- 
count, I ¢ou'd only have defir’d Wealth ; and 
fince evn then I refus'd thofe very Riches offer’d 
me at Athens, why fhou’d they imagine T'won'd 
travel fo far for them now, when my Years de- 
ny me the Ufe of them, unlef$ they wou'd fup- 
pofe I could defire to die in a ftrange Country, 
meerly to leave Archelaus Matter of the Wealth 
which my impotent Avarice had at the Expence 
of fo great a Fatigue, heap’d together. ‘Tis 
plain, | was Proof againft all Temptations that 
Way, by my abfolute Refufal of the forty Talents 
of Silver, prefs’d on me with no {mall Importu- 
nity by Archelaus, who was not at all pleas’d that 
I rejected fo Royal aPrefent. As for what other 
Gifts I have vouchfafed to accept both from Clito, 


and Archelans,the Benefit I have from them, is only. 
cranfmitting them with the Bearer of this Letter © 


ro you, to be diftribured among my Friends. Af- 
2 " cae e 4 
rer which, whocan be fo malicious snd envious 


of my Reputation as to fufpect this Journey of - 


an AVaritious End. But they may perhaps im- 
pute it to Pride, and the Luft of fome extraordi- 
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naryPower. Yet the Intereft 1 had with Arche- 


Jaus, and the Influence I had o'er him when at 
Home, was asmuch as I could promife my felf 
from this Journey to his Court: But Clohad 
not that Afcendant over me, as to prevail on me 
to quit that Courfe of Life, 1 had always chofe, 
or that I fhou’d end my Days in a Place, which 
1 by no Means lik’d, nor give my Enemies any 
jut Ground for their Ret ections. If Thad been 
covetous of any greater Power than I poflefs, 1 
fhou’d have made ufe of it for the Service of my 
Friends and Country. If this _Imputation had 
been juft, I fhou’d rather, out of Oftentation, have 
defir'd Power in the Eye of my Friends,’ and the 
Sieht of my Enemies. But to prove | am not 
guilty of that Mutability of Temper , either as 
to my Study, my Friends, or my Enemies, they 
fhou’d refleét that I have always had the fame in 
all thefe Particulars, except in Sophocles alone. But 
in regard of him, perhaps they have not ever 
found me the fame. Him I never hated, but, on 
the contrary, always admir’d, tho’ I muft confefs 
Lhave not ever lov’d him in the fame degree, 
negle&ting him where he affected Contention, and 
receiving him earneftly into my Bofom, when he 
laid it afide. But fince we came to a true Un- 
derftanding, we have ever maintain‘d a mutual 
Love, and I hope ever fhall: But, O my Cephifo- 
phon, Lknow well what Sort of Gentlemen thefe 
are, that fpread thefe Repotts about me among 
the People. However, as all their malicious En- 
deavours againft me, have only ferv’d to make 
themfelves hated and laugh’d at, fo.aflure your 
felf, they will bethe only Perfons that fhall futfer 
by their Calumnies. I own your Friendfhip in 
giving me an Account of thefe Things, which 
you 
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you fuppofe related to me; bur as 1 have before 
tdldyou, 1 thall think ic an Injury if you take 
Pains to juftifie me any farther to Men, who are 
not worthy'the Satisfaction of a true Information. 
Farewel. 
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LETTER LXXXIIL 


‘Euripides to Cephifophon : Zz Anfwer to ax 
Account of Cephifophon’s of zhe Boafis of 
Agatho and Mefatus, and their Contempt 
of his Plays. 


FIHE pereateft Pleafure I have receiv'd borh 
| from this Journey into Macedon, and the 
Favour I have found with the King, is the News 
you fend me of the Acceptance of my Prefents 
by my Friends. Believe me, O Cephifephom, a 
Man of Senfe and a Poet can have no greater Sa- 
fisfaction, than being ferviceable to his Friends, 
and Country. The Pleafure he finds in the Ap- 
plaufes of the Stage, is notwithftanding all the 
Regulations and Laws of Athens, the Judgment 
of the Elected, and {worn Cenfors, too falfe and 
precarious, not to be dath’d with the Confidera- 
tion that Poctafters too frequently meet with the 
like. This is tobe imputed: in fome meafure to 
the Overfeers of the Stage, whofe Avarice often 
prefers a cheap Piece of iome Fifth-rate Scribler, 
ro the Performances of the greateft Poets. This 
we have experienc’d in the Divine Sophocles, for I 
fhall not be fo vain as to urge my fclf, tho’ the 
A pprobation of Good ana Learned Men, nay, of 
Socrates alone, be fufficient to perfuade me, thatl 
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have no Caufe to envy the Succefs of Adefarut, 
who thinks a few rumbling Words,’ and fome 
{catter’d Pieces of Epigramatick Wit, are the 
higheft Excellency of the Drama. Ihave feen a 


Copy of that Piece you mention, and find the 


Fool aims at the Stile of e#/chylus, without his 
Genius to fupport it. He knows not that the 
Juftnefs of the Dramatick Language appear’d not 
on the Stage, till Sopbecles introduc d it, and ha- 
ving a Natural Averfion to all Contemporaries, 
eafily prefersone he did not know, to one he did ; 
and for all he knows to the contrary, had Sopho- 
cles wrote when eAfchylus did, and e4/chylus in 
our Age, the firft had carried the Crown, and 
the latter been exploded, not becaufe the latter 
was really inferior to the former, but becaufe 
he liv’d after him ; for he has that humble Opi- 
nion of himfelf, in fpight of his Vanity, that 
he imagines nothing Excellent can be his Con- 
temporary. Should his Writings live beyond 
his Life, ( which is a fort of Impiety to think) 
Pofteriry might in Reafon believe fo; but for 
the Comfort of Athens, the Infamy of producing 
his Plays, will be loft, and the Glory of thofe 
of Sophocles be perpetual. You urge the Con- 
tempt he has for my Plays, as Low and Mean, 
as an Argument to examine his Laft. IfI were 
capable of Envy, and fo difident of my felf to 
think him a dangerous Rival, perhaps I mighe 
comply with your Defires ; but fince J find not 
my felf infected with either of thofe Senti- 
ments, I muft not throw my Time away upon 
it. I confefs, what you next urge, 1s amore 


prevailing Argument, the Curiofity of m 
ae oO 


Friend Glycon, and your Aflurance, that my 
Letter fhall-be Sacred t@ your Eyes alone. And 
yet 
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yet, my beft Cepbifophon, you muft aflure your 
felf, ic is with a great Reluctance I comply , 
and that I fhall not run thro’ all the Faults 
and Abfurdicies of ir, with which almoft every 
Line abounds. *No, no; that were a Task for 
Hercules, more Naufeous than his Augean Stable : 
I fhall therefore only toach at fome of the moft 
vifible. His Hero’s Character is inconfiftent 
with ic felf. He appears as a General, a King, 
and a Conqueror, and yer all his Sentiments 
fmell of che Pedagogue: He is barbarous to a 
Prince, for Words wrung from him by the Ex- 
tremity of his Fortune , yet extends a foolifh 
Mercy to a profligate Rogue, that our of his 
own. abounding Villany, attempts his Life, for- 
getting thar co fparea Villain, is no Part of He- 
roick Vertue, but rather an Encouragement to 
thofe Vices, Heroes were produc’d to deftroy. 
He is fometimes extremely Pious to the Gods, 
and Religion, in his declamatory Way; but to 
the Affajlinating Prieft, hetalks impioufly enough 
of the Gods he pretends to adore, and the Reli- 
gion he avows the Profeflion of. Next the 
Heroe has fo little to do in his Play, that it will 
be no Injury to the Poem, if you take him 
entirely out; for indeed he underftands no- 


thing of Defign, and is an utter Stranger to. 


the whole Art of the Drama. When fF feek 
for Nature, the great Original that a true Poet 
ought to purfue, you find her not in one 
Line of his; the Whole indeed being like a 
fick Mans Dream, Extravagant and Unaccoun- 
table. His Words feem jumbled together, like 
the Atomic Syftems of {ome of our Philofophers, 
though indeed the Dance here has not produ- 
ced fuch a Piece of Harmony as the Univerfe, 
| 7 Q.3 but 
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430 LETTERS. of 
but carries ftill the Stamp of their Primitive 
Confufion. The fecond Perfon of any Confi- 
deration.,, if there be any Second, (for the 
three ftand on a very equal Bottom of Me- 
vir) is perfectly Mad, and ought to have fuf- 
fer’d that Confinement at the Opening, which 
he was condemn‘d to at the Clofe of the Play. 
The third is a Perfon nat more in his Wits, tho’ 
his Frenzy be indeed not altogether fo noifie, a 
Chara&ter I’m confident Greece never faw be- 
fore , fond of a Woman, after fhe had betray’d 
her Vowsto him inthe Embraces of another : 
That fhe is forc’d to marry him,.is no Excufe, 
for fhe ought to die, rather than break her 
Vows, if fhe pretend to be an Example wor- 
thy Imitation. Sure the Audience was very 
merry at this Tragedy, as I have feen them at 
another of his, when from the Stage, he made 
this Refleétion, Syre thofe People that ¢ome to 
laugh at a Tragedy, ave. merrily difpafed , never 
teficcting, that his ridiculous Language and Po- 
etry, gave the Occafion, for Laughter proceeds 
from nothing that is truly Serious. Let him 
therefore, and his new Friend Agathe, contemn 
my Writings for the poornefs of their Sule,/I 
am proud the Charatters I introduce rife not 
above Nature, that I burft nor the Stage with 
Grief, nor {well the Language of Anger, beyond 
the Bounds of Probability. They are the firft 
Coxcombs, I dare fwear, that ever condemn’d a 
Painter for following the Life, and that 
thought what was Monftrous, more Beautiful 
than Nature, Agathe has a Privilege of Rai- 
ling; he has corrected himfelf from Writing by 
the Rebukes he has met with, or by the Decay 
of even,that {mall Gesius he formerly boafted.The 


City 
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City has Reafon to blefs the Gods , that as» his Cae 
Reign in Wit was violent, {fo it was fhort, and he 
cou’d not have chofen a more juft and better 
qualified Sueceffor than Afefatus. Yet 1 confefs 
Agatho has much the Advantage of him, if there , 
be any Degrees in Dulnefs, or of Poetafters ; for ny 
in his Tragedy, there is fome Defign , tho’ pre- Vi: 
pofterous and unjuft: He aims at fomething, Wy oe: 
ftumbles upon fome Turns he thinks furprizing, han 
and dirests all his Incidents and Characters to TY te 
one End, and tho’ his Cata/frophé be Faulty, yet ia 
has it a Face of Right, whereas this of Mefatus iy AG 
is noting at all. "Tis a Play without aPlor, (tho i 
chat be Eflential to a Play ). Characters without aS 
Nature, and inconfiftent with themfelves ; Dia- i} 
logues without Defign or Cannection , Verfes l 
without Numbers, Language without Grammar, | 
and Words without Meaning. By this you fee iN 
rhe Power of your Friendfhip over me, who am a 
naturally fatisfied with my own Repuration, with- 
out either envying that of another, or enquiring 
fo folemnly into the Merit of it. T am content 
ro contemna Scoundrel Author my felf, without 
declaiming againft his Succefs. In the Numbers 
of Dramatick Writers in Athens, ‘ts no wonder 
the Worthlefs fometimes get a Vogue ; ] am con- 
rent to find the Publick Judgment not always in 
the Wrong, when we fee Afchylus and Sophocles 
admir’d, by the People, as well as Agatho and 
Mefatus. The fincere Merit of an Author is fixt 
among the Vulgar by time , tho’ known at firft 
by Men of Senfe: And this I hope will better vin- 
dicate me, and fer a better diltinction betwixt 
me and Mefatus, than all I can fay. Prefent Ar- 
tifices of defigning Poetafters may a whilé do a ot 
Poet fome Prejudice, but merit like Trath, will nih ee 
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in time prevail. The Vanity of Succefs. often 


‘makes a Coxcomb fo imtolerable to his blind 


Fautors, thatthey grow weary of their Zeal for 
his Promotion, and leave him to fink with his 
own proper Weight,which the Popularity of their 
Breath till then fupported, and afterwards the 
beft of his Fate is Oblivion. Farewel. 


L‘E-T T E.R: LAXXIV. 


Pififtratus Xing of Athens, m-Solon the Law- 
giver; requiring him te return Elome, after 
he had voluntarily banifh’d himfelf. 


f, | EITHER do I Jabour under the Character 
CW of the only Greek Tyrant, (O Solon) nor am 
1 without a Title ro the Kingdom I poffefs. My 
Right I derive from Cpdras, of whom I am lineal- 
ly defcended. What the Athenians formerly {wore 
to give him and his Heirs, and afterwards unyutt- 
ly took from him, I have recover’d. No other- 
wife, tomy Knowledge, have I offended either 
the Gods or Man, Thofe Laws you have con- 
triv’d for your Countrymen, I have made them 


fwear to obferve, which, ‘tis certain, they may 


better be able to perform under my Adminiftra- 
tion, than that of a Democracy. Lallaw none to 
do Wrong, neither do I pretend to any other 
Privileges, which are falfly term’d Tyrannical, than 
what confift with my Honour and Dignity, and 
which my Predeceflors have enjoy'd before me. 
Every Athenian, “tis true, pays the Tenth of his 
Yearly Produce, yet that not to me, but towards 
the Maintenance of Publick Expences, as wellin 
War, 
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War, as Peace. You blame not for prying into il 
my Defigns ; I’m fatisfied, you did it more out of Hy 
Love to your Country, than Hatredtome. Had iti 
you but known my Intentions, and what Govern- ti 
ment I was about to eftablifh, I’m confident you | 
would neither have voluntarily banith’d your felf, 
nor difapprov'd my Proceedings. Return then Vit f 
(O Solon) and be affur’d, thou fhalt never have i) 
any juft Occafion to apprehend Injury from Pif- UF; 
firatus. He that never gave his Enemies Caufe to Hf 
miftruft him, will much lefs do fo to a Friend, as Te 
Ihope you are. If you'll cometo me, and experi- an 
ence thefe Truths, you fhall be fure of the firft ml 
Rank in my Friendfhip, for I never yet obferv’d | 
any thingin youthat in the leaft favour’d of Guile 
or Deceit. But if, onthe contrary, yon are difpo- 
fed to live in any other Part of our Dominions, Hi 
than in Athens, ufe your Freedom ; for I would | 
not for all the World you fhould deprive your 
felf of your Country for my fake. Farewel. 
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Solon’s Anfwer. 


if Believe I haveno Reafonto apprehend any In- 
jury from thee, Pifffratus, for beforethou wert | 
a Tyrant, which Title I can’t {pare thee tho thou ie 
wouldft have me, I were thy Friend; However, I in) 
think thee the very beft of Tyrants, and am no A of 
more thy Enemy, than any other Athenian may be 
who has no relifh for Tyranny, Whether a Demo- i 
cracy, or thy Adminiftration, be the better, I leave ay 
to both Parties to determine ; But as for coming WH 
either to dthens or any other Part of thy Domi- we 
nions, Wi 
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nions, I abfolutely refufe it, leat I incur Cenlure, 


for having firft fettled an Equality in the Athenian 


Republick, and afterwards contradicted it by ap- 


proving thy Actions. Farewel. 
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Solon to Periander, Xzag of Corinth, advifing 
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nually plotting againft you, whom you 


" 7 OU write me, That there are many conti- 


have never ofended: If you fhould put them alt 
ro Death, there will ftill new ones arife, either 
out of Hatredto you, or to ingratiate themfelves 
with the Gity. 1 would advife you therefore, if 
you have a mind to be iree from Jealoufie, to 
take away the Caufe of it; But if you rather 
chufe to continue in your Tyranny, provide 
your felf with more Foreign Strength 5 {o fhall 
you have no need to put any Body to Death, or 
to fear any Man. Farewel. 
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Thrafibulus, Zyrant of Miletum, to the Same. ; 
with contrary Advice. 


Gave your Meflenger no Anfwer, but taking 
i him into a ‘Field of Corn, lopp‘d off with 
my Cane, all the Ears which ftood higher than 
the reft; So muft you do likewife, if you have a 
mindtobefettled on your Throne. “Take off the 
Heads of the chiefeft Citizens, whether your pro- 
fefled Enemies, or not. A Tyrant muft fufpect 
every Body. Farewel. ‘ LET. 
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LETTER LXXXVIU. 


The Philofopher Pythagoxas, to Hiero King of 
Sicily : Le Aufwer to an Invitation of his, to 
come and live with him, 


Y Life (O Hiero) is here fecure and quiet, 
whilft that of yours will by no Means 

fait me. A Moderate and Self-denying Perfon, 
ftands in no need of a Sicilian Table. Pythagoras 
wherever he comes, has all Things fufficient for 
him ; but to depend on any Man, is what he never 
yet could ftoopto. Self-fuficiency is a great and. 
fafe Thing, whenceit comes to be a Divine Attri- 
bute. The Pleafures of thisWorld enflave Mens 
Minds, whilft Indigence leads to Virtue and Free- 
dom. Endeavour not then to get Pythagoras to 
come and live with thee, for wife Phyficians never 
fall fick to bear their Patients Company. Farewel. 
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Solon to his Friend,the Philofopber Epimenides. 


FY Laws will fignifie little, fince thofe that 
LV # had the Charge of the Athenian Common- 
wealth fo eafiy gave Way to Pifjffratus’s Ufurpa- 
tion. ‘When I foretold what would happen, they 
laugh’d at me, and chofe rather to hearken to his 
Flatteries, thanmy Truth. Laying therefore my 
Arms down before the Areopagus, 1 afirm’d, I was 
wifer than they that did not fee Pififratus aim’d at 
Tyranny, and ftouter than thofe that durft noc 
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refit him. Forthis, I got the Character of a 


Madman. Thus being the only Perfon that op- 
pofed this Tyrant, I filed my Country, and left 
the Athenians to his Mercy. They ‘paid him all 
manner of Deference, as having wholly gain’d 
their Hearts; for you muft know,FriendE pimenides, 
the Man came very cunningly by the Kingdom: 
The Manner this ; He at firft comply’d with the 
Democracy, then wounding himfelf, pretended 
he had been aflaffinated by his Enemies, and there- 
fore requir’d a Guard of 400 young Men for his 
Security. This was granted, and thefe foon 

Jlac'd him onthe Throne. I have fince laboured 
all I could to keep the People_ from Slavery, but 
they had carried the Matter too far, fo that now 
they all groan under the Oppreffion of one Pif- 
ftratas, Farewel. 


LETTER XC. 
Epimenides’s dafwer. 


BOE of Comfort, ( Friend Solon) for tho’ Pi/- 

frratus has lorded it over the Athenians for 
fome time, yet do they now begin to be fenfible 
of thy wholfom Inftructions, and will net much 
longer brook his Tyranny. They have hitherto, 
as void of Difcipline, fubmitted to Servirude, but 
at length they will certainly caft off his Yoke as a 
Free People. It is not probable, that fuch as have 
altogether been bred up under excellent Laws, as 
yours unqueftionably are, fhould truckle long to a 
Defpotick Power. Wonder not therefore (O So- 
Jon) any farther, but ceme to me toCrete, where 
you may live eafie Under a mild Government : 
But 
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But take Gare however, you meet with none of 
the Tyrant’s Faétion on the Road, left they do 
you: fome Mifchief. Farewel. 


$I 


LETTER’ XCL 
The Great Philofopher Ariftotle, to King Philip 


of Macedon ; advifing him to favour Greece, 
_and cultivate his Philofophy. 


HOSE who enter upon Publick Commands, 
purely to do Good, and without the Affi- 
ftance either of Fortune or Nature, rely not upon 
themfelves, but Vertue, which: notwithftanding 
allThingsdaily change, never does. Nature, like 
aTragedy,interweaves our Lives with Misfortunes, 
and Men, like Flowers, have.all their fixe Periods of 
flourifhing. Behave your felf therefore (O Prince) 
neither tyrannically nor» negligently towards 
Greece, for as the one argues Petulancy, fodoes 
the other Temerity. Wife Princes are more to be 
admir’d_for their Governance, than Government, 
infomuch that tho’ all Things fhould alter, yet will 
they ftill have the fame Praife. What farther I 
have to fay co you, at this Juncture, 1s only this, 
that as you preferve the Health of your Body by 
Exercife, fo fhould you do that of your Mind by 
Philofophy.. Farewel. 
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LETTER XCiL 


The fame to Alexander the Great, prefcribing 
him Means to preferve his Fame, and to 
tran{[mit it to Eternity, 


SDEING to write. to fo greata Manas you, lam 
in doubt how to begin; for on what Part 
of your Life foevet I look, all feems great and 
wonderful,yet good Precepts and found Inftructi- 
ons have ever been’ relifh’d from a Mafter: I advife 
you therefore, to ufe your Power notin oppref- 
fing, but obliging every Body, fo fhall you never 
want true Friends, nor faithful Subjects. Nature, 
which muft yield atlaft, and give way to Fate, by 
thefe Means obtains an Etetnal Remembrance. 
Confider this well, for youare not wont to defpife 
iny Exhortations. Your Defcent is Royal, your 
Kingdom Hereditary, your Learning Great and 
your Glory Admirable.. Endeavour then to fur- 
pafsall Menin Vertue, as you exceed them in the 
Favours of Fortune. InaWord, donothing but 
whatis profitable, and finifh whatever you begin. 
Farewel. 


LETTER XCEL 


The Senate of Abdera, to the Great Phyfician 
Hippocrates, entreating him to come and 


cure their Philofopher Democritus of Madne/s. 


—~ UR City, Hippocrates, being liketo become 
defolate by the Indifpofition ofone who has 

long prov’d an Ornament to it, we Cannot but have 
recourfe 
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yecourfe to thee and thy Art for Relief. Our 
great Philofopher Democritus is fallen fick, and his 
Malady is fuch, that if not fpeedily remedied, we 
fear his continual Study, and great Learning may 
at laft turn his Brain. He fits up and raves both 
Night and Day, and laughs at all Things of all 
Kinds, tho’ the Objects be never fo Melancholy 
or Serious: Moreover, he dives into the Infernal 
Regions, and writes concerning them. Alfo af- 
firms, the Air tobe full of Images, that the Birds 
have a Language which he underftands, and that 
he oftef travels into the Infinity of Things, where 
he meets with many fuch as himfelf.’ Thus he 
not only deftroys his Body but impairs his Mind. 
Wherefore having jaft Caufe to apptehend fome 
bad Confequences , we entreat thee, Hippocrates, 
hay, we conjure thee, to come and preferve us 
and him, by thy Advice. Defpife us not, for. 
we are not inconfiderable ; andthough we Know 
you prefer Learning before Wealth, yet if you 
fucceed, which we do nut doubt but you will, 
you muft give us Leave to exprefs our Gratitude 
proportionably ro what you fhall deferve. If our 
City were all Gold, we would give it, rather 
than lofe Democritus. While he isfick, our Laws, 
nay, our whole State, are languifhing ; and it he 
fhould die, which the Gods avert, we fhould all 
expire with his Breathe Come then, thoa beft 
of Men, comecure the mot excellent of Philofo- 
phers: Come and be not only our Phyfician, 
but Founder, Law-giver, Preferver ; for by xe 
ftoring him to Health, thou wilt be all thefe to 
us: Nay,thou wilt hereby recover our drooping 
State, and prevent its Diflolution, Yet is i not 
our City alone, but all Greece, that entreats this 
Favour of thee. Imagine Learning it telf co be 
our 
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‘our Interceffor ,.and Wifdom our Ambaflador, 


in behalf of their Darling Democritus, Thou art 
nearly allied to eHfeulapins, both by Blood and 
Profeffion. He defcended from a Brother of 
Hercules; from whom Game our Founder Abderus: 
Therefore if no other Argument can move thee, 
let Affinity prevail with thee to come and afhitt 
us in this Extremity: If you do not come, .our 
whole Nation will run mad, to fympathize with 
him, they have always fo dearlylov’d. Strange! 
shat the Excefs of Good fhould become a Difeafe. 
Democritus, who is in pofleffion of the Perfection 
of Wifdom, runs mad, whilft the: Populace of 
Abdera continue to enjoy their Sences, and even 
thofe who have ever been efteem’d uncapable, of 
Thinking, are now able to difcern Errors in the 
wifeft of Men. Come therefore, great Hippocra- 
jes, reftore him to his Intellect, .who has been a 
common Preceptor to usall. Bring along. with 
thee all thy Recipe’s and Drugs. _ As for, Botanic 
Remedies, we have enough, and» fure our. Soil 
never: produc’d Herbs fo feafonably as:now., for 
the Recovery of our dear Democritus. Farewel 
from Abdera. 


2 : 


LETTER XIV. 


— 


Hippocrates’s Anfwer. 


r H © your Meflenger, Amelefagoras; deli- 

ver'd me your Letter at Coos, ona Day of 
great Solemnity among us, yet perceiving by 
the Diforder in his Looks, that his Bufinefs rea 
quir'd hafte, I refolv’d immediately to difpatch 
him, I find your City no lefs.concern’d for the 
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indifpofirion of one Man, than if there had been 
but one Man among ye. . However, you are 
truly happy in that you efteem Wifdom of grea- 
cer Defence to you, than Walls and Bulwarks. 
As Art proceeds from the Gods, and Man is the 
Work of Nature; fo, you Men of Abdera, 1 look 
upon my felf to be more fummon‘d by both thefe 
than by you. Both the Gods and Nature require 
me to preferve Democritus, and fince they have 
neither of them promis’ me any Reward, you 
do ill to offer one. A free Art ought to be als 
ways free, when they who take a Recompence 
for what they have done, do but enflave a Li- 
beral Science. Such as thefe will refufe when de- 
fir'd, and come when they are not fent for. Hu- 
man Life is indeed miferable, in that it is conti- 
nually invaded by an infatiate Defire of Wealth. 
This is the Madnefs which Phyficians ought moft 
to employ their Artupon. This is the . Frenzy 
which moft molefts our Quiet, and which can 
only be cur’d by Vertue. For my Part, if Riches 
had been my Aim, I had long fince gone to the 


Gourt of Perfia to Practife; but 1 refus’d to come 


ply with the repeated Invitations of that Prince, 
both out of a Contempt of his Wealth, and the 
Confideration of his being.a Barbarian, and an 
Enemy to Greece, It would have been highly 
blameable in mero have fought to do him Good, 
who endeavour’d all he couldthe Ruine and De- 
ftruGtion of my Ceuntry. I look upon it equal- 
ly ill co oblige an Enemy, and take Money of a 
Friend. If Democritus be really diftemper d I will 
come and do my beft to cure him, if mot, my Bue 
finefs will be only to reproach your Credulitys 
Farewel from Coos. 
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LETTER XCV. 


Hippocrates zo his Friend Damagetus, con- 
cerning the Condition he found Democritus 
in: Being afevere Satyr upon Man. 


“W Found my Patient juft as I expeéted. » He is 
[ not mad, but rather they that thought him 
fo. He is exceeding Wife , and has taught me 
Wifdom. As foon as I came to Abdera, the Peo- 
ple'flock’d about me in great Numbers to wel- 
com me, and when I +efus’d to go to any Houfe, 
till Thad feen Democritus, they ran before me, 
calling out upon Fapiter to affift me. T com- 
forted them by telling them, thar ic being the 
Seafon of the Erefian Wirlds , his Difeafe could 
not laft long. They conducted “me behind a 
Tower upon a Hill, whence! could plainly fee 
the Habitation of this Philofopher, about the 
middle of the Defcent, He was then without 
Doors fitting upon a Stone, under a low Plan- 
tane-Tree, with a Book upon his Knee, and fe- 
veral Others, with diflected Bodies, lying about 
him. His Habit was a fqualid courfe Rugg. He 
appear’d wan and lean,and had along Beard. I ob- 
ferved he fometimes wrot haftily, then paufed and 
€onfider’d, after which he went and por'd on 
the difle&ted Animals, and ina little time return’d 
to his Seat. ‘The Abderites told me, with Tears 
in their Eyes, that 1 might well perceive what 
Condition he was in by his A€tions. 1 bad them 
be patient, and I would go down and feel his 
Pulfe; When I approach’d, he was. pondring 
upon fome weighty Matter, which made me to 
wait tillhe had done. It was not long bole 

aw 
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faw me, when he faluted me in thefe Words, 
Hail Stranger 1 anfwer'd, Hail alfo Demccritus, 
thou wifelt of Men! Upon this, he made an Apo- 
logy for-calling me Stranger, and faid he fhould 
not have done fo, had he but known my Name, 
which he therefore ask’d me. I told him I was 
Hippocrates the Phyfician. The you are (reply'd 
he) the Glory of the /E{culapians: whofe Fame has 
veach ad even me. What brought you hither, I befeech 
you? (continu’d he) Bat firft fit down. This Seat 
(proceeded he) you may obferve is very pleafant 
and fecure ; wherein it is preferable to Thrones, which 
areall {ubjedt toEmvy. As {oon as I was fate, he 
ask’d me, if ’rwas Publick or Private Bufinefs 
chat occafion’d my Coming. 1 told him ‘twas 
purely to fee him. Then (reply’d he) leroy Houfe 
be your Home. 1 anfwer'd, Thad already been 
entertain’d by one PAilopemen, whom I ask’d him 
if he knew. What the Son of Damon (reply’d 
he) I know him very well, he lives hard by the 
Hermaan Fountain. The fame (anfwer'd 1) be 
bas bees my old Acquaintance. But I pray, Demo- 
critus (faid 1. farther to try him) what is, that 
you are Writing 2 To which, after fome Paufe, 
he reply’d,  Treatife of Madnefs, with its Caufes 
and Cures, for the better Difcovery of which, I bave 
diffeed “all thofe Animals you fee there , and that 
not out of Hatred to the Works of the Gods , but to 
difeover the Seat of Choler, which mof commonly 
occafions this Malady. Truly. (quoth 1) Demo- 
Critus, youenjoy that Quiet im your Life, which [ 
cannot arrive at. And why not? Caniwerd he) 
Becaufe (Laid 1) many Things interrupt that Plea- 
fure I fhould otherwife bave. Wereuponhe fell into 
a great Fitof Laughter; and upon my asking the 
Reafon, laugh’d more than before; which the 4o- 
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244 LETTERS of 
derites obferving aloof off, they beat their Heads 
and tore their Hair for Grief. I prefs’d him ear- 
neftly to know what I had faid, that was fo very 
ridiculous. He anfwer’d me only, that if Z could 
make it otherwife, I fhould effect a greater Won- 
der than ever I did yer. What. (faid 1 ) is it not 
abfurd to laugh at fad and ferious Matters? True 
(faid he ) but I-find you do not rightly apprehend 
the Occafion of my Laughter, which when you come 
to do, I doubt not bat you will think your felf obli- 
ged to teach me Phyfick in requital of the Knowledge 
I fhall teach you. You think (continued he, looking 
ftedfaftly upon me) that I laugh at both Good and 
Il , but I muft acquaint you, *tis Man only. is the 
Objet of my Mirth. Foolifh Man that plays tbe 
Child in all bis AGions, undergoes great. Toil ana 
Hazard for no Benefit , travels to the end of the World, 
and fearches the utmoft depth of it, for what, when 
obtain'd does but add to his Difquiet. He digs, mto 
and rends his Mother's Bowels, by the Hands of 
Slaves, whereof {ome live there, as in their Na- 
tive Soil; and others ave buried there... They are 
continually employ’d in (ifting one Sand from an- 
other, to extract the trifling Treafure. Is 1t nor Man 
alfothat marrys, and {con after precures a Divorce ¢ 
that gets Children, and difinherits them whep he has 
done ? That purchafes Land to fell again, and that 
warrs upon bis Neighbour, to ruine himfelf To what 
endle{s Changes and Chances is he fubjedt? When he 
is Poor, be defires Riches, and when he has them, 
either hoards them up, or lavifhes them away. He 
violates the Laws of Nature and Friend{hip by Con- 
tention. Both Parents and Friends are at continual * 
Variance with each other, about Nothing. What is 
veally valuable, is defpifed, whilt that. which is of 
no Worth is bet valued. Adan always elkeems moft 
what 
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what is bardeft to come at. When be is at Sea, he 
ones for the Pleafures of the Land, and when at Land, 
for thofe of the Sea. In Wat-be commends Valor, and yet 
is at the fame time a Slave to Sloth and Luxury. 
How could ycu Shan Hippocrates, repreve me \| 
for laughing at thefe Enormities? Men generally Ath 
laugh at anothers Folli ies, and not at their own, They in (Gi 
shige think themfelves eber, laugh at thefe Waiters VM te 
tobe drunk. All this Creplj yd L) % true, but it : 

_muft be imputed to the innate Mutability of Man's 
WMI Te rather YO Be pitied, than ridicul'd : For, | 
O Detnocritus, €contiau’d 1) what Man is there i 
that when he marries, thinks of a. Divorce, or when ik 
he begets Children, intends to difinherit them? None i 
can forefee what [hall happen to therm, and every one 
fatters bimfelf with Hopes of Succefs. You yet mif- 
under fi gnd me ( reply’ d Democritus 3) I blame not 
their Weakne{s, but their Will. They have it im their 
Power to do better, If they would but confider the i} 
common Mutability of Thi ngs, that alone were enough ) i : 
to make them wife. Thofe that had the ufe of their 
Reafon would never look upon “¥ Matters of this 
World as fixed and fettled. Buti if, on the contrary, 

4 Man would rightly weigh what he attempts, and 

endeavour to underftand bi imfelf and his Ability, be | 
sould not let his Defires be fo exorbitant , but follow vi 
sth i out of whofe Store be might be plentifully 
nourifn d and fupplyd. “As a fat ee: is more liable 
tp Diab, than'alean, fois an high Ejfate everin | 
moft danger of falling. Great Minds are its known. ey 
in Extrémities, This i is, Hip ppoctates , rhe true Regs. i & 
fon of my Laughter. Man’ § Bela aviour, as to Ver- i 
tue, ‘(proceeded he) is yet worfe than “al bids GEER hi 
faid He affects Lying, follows Pleafure, and difobeys 
tee Laws. My Laughing oe his Inconfid derate- 
#e(s, whereas he-alone, of all Creatures, is qualified if 
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246 LETTERS of 
to forefee Futurities. His Mdutability is fuch, that be 
fowft bates a Thing, and then applys himfelf to it, finds 
fault with Navigation, and then putsto Sea ; [peaks 
againft Husbandry, and then falls a ploughing, gets 
divorce a from one Wife, and then marries another, 
difinherits his Childres, and afterwards begets more, 
fo that he never remains conftant in any one Condition 
whatfoever. Princes commend a private Life, pri- 
wate Perfous a Publick. Statefimen aré for being 
Trade{men, as the more innocent Calling, and, on the 
contrary, Tradefmen Statefmen, out of Envy to their 
Power and Grandeur. Some are govern'd by Inconti- 
nence, others by Avarice. Ambition carries a third 
fort into the Air, and then lets them fall down head- 
long to their Deftruclion. Some do Good, and after 
repent of it, and having violated the Laws of Friend- 
hip, turn all their commendable Attions into Enmity. 
Wherein do thefe differ from Beafts or rather in what 
Brutalities do they not exceed them? What Lyon wil 
bury Gold, or what Wolf or Tygre, contend for more 
Suftenance than be has oceafion for ? Both Nights and 
Days; however, are {carce fufficient for Man to riot in: 
All Brutes have their Seafons of Coition, but Man's 
Luftlafts the Year round. How could J, Hippoerates, 
forbear to laugh at him that laments the Lofs of his 
Goods, and yet expofes them to all the Hazards of the 
Ocean & Why {hould he blame the Sea that fwallows 
the Veffel be had furcharg’d with Merchandize? 1 
muft confefs {uch forts of People, entitle themfelves, 
in [ome mesfure, to our Pity; yet they deferve not the 
Help of Phyfick, fince the Founder of it JEf{cu- 
lapius was firuck dead with Thunder for his Kind- 
ne(s to one A4an. I might well be thought mad for 
looking afier the Seat ef Madnefs in Animals, when 
itis beft to be fousd-in Man, who is lafirmity from 
bis very Cradle. When firft born be's wholly belplefs, 
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as he grows up loufe and ungovernable, ovhen at 
Man's Efface, vicious and intemperate 5 and wher 
going to bis Grawe, altogether miferable. Some Men 
are continually employ'd in Strife, others in Whore- 
doms, Rapes, Drunkenne/s and Gluttony ; [ome ix A- 
varice, and others in Prodigality; {0 that if the | 
Walls of our Neighbours Houfes were but tran{parent, ih) 
swe fhould difcower fome Quarrelling, fome Dekauthing, il. 
fome Swilting, others Gormandizing ; [ome Vomiting, i 
fome raking up Wealth, and others {cattering it a- Wine 
broad. Moft defpife what tacy engoy, and covet i 
what is out of thei Reach. Some fet their Minds on HW, 
Hor({es, [ome on Women, others on Doggs ; fome on if 
Stone, or Wood’; others affect Command, but very fer i 
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others in theForum, and of fome at the Ti heatre, to 1) 
feetheir own Frailties reprefented and expos d. Men i “4 


are naturally {0 inconftant, that I queftion whether 
your Art can equally pleafe all, for "tis certain the fick 
ave no (ooner. curd, than they afcribe the Caufe of it nt 
either to the Gods or Chance. Nay, fome are of that a 
untoward Difpofition, that they will be angry at their hi 
having Occafion for your Help. This faid, changing 

his Smiles into a Divine Look, hislong Difcourle 

ended. _ 1 told him I would carry all his excellent 

Inftruétions to Coos, where, no doubr,1 fhould be 

applauded for my Journcy, tho’ I came ona 

Fools Errand. After this, we parted, and I re- ! 
turn’d.to the Abderites, whom having thanked ni 
for the Opportunity they had given me of feeing th 
Democritus; Ldeparted, and left them under no : 
{mall Confufion, to think’ of the Folly they had an 9 
sommitted. Farewel. it Za 
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Democritus za Hippocrates, after bis De- 
parture from Abdera. 


Yy OU came to, Abdera (Hippocrates) to cure 


me of Madnefs, at the Inftigation of a 
foolifh People. whe thought Study and. Contem- 
platianfo. At thar time I was writing concer- 
ning the Fabrick of the World. As foon as.you 
underftood me well, you juftly excus'd me from 
the Imputation of Frenzy, and laid ic wholly.on 
the Stupid Abderites. I have div'd mtothe depth 
of Nature, and found out the Caufes of all Things, 
witnefs the Books I have written. If you there- 
fore, Hippocrates, had adminiftred Hellebore to me, 
as being mad, you had made me fo indeed, which 
would have brought a Reflection on your Art ; 
for that Root given to a found Perfon, clouds. his 
Tntellect, and ‘confounds his Underftanding. If 
you had found me only contemplating, and that 
in an odd Pofture, you might have had fome Co- 
Jour for crediting what had been fuggefted to you, 
but finding me quite contrary in Rational Aétion, 
you had no Reafon to have fuch Thoughts of me. 
A Phyfician is not to jadge of the Affedtions and 
Paflions of Men, by the Eye only. » He muft pe- 
netrate the inward Caufes, which is the fureft 
Way to difcover the Difeafe.  Farewel. 


LETTER 
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LETTER XCVIL 
Hippocrates’s Axfwer. 


N Matters of Phyfick, Succefs is not commen- 
ded in the Artift, but altogether attributed ta 
the Gods ; but where the Art fails, the Gods are 
exeus'd, and the Phyfician only blam’d. Formy 
Part,I muft own lamyet oftentimes to feek in Me- 
dicine ; neither was e4/cuJapius himfelf, that in- 
vented ir, arriv’d at the Perfeétion of it. Your 
Letter condemns Hellebore, and that with Rea- 
fon in your Cafe ; for tho’ I was fent for to curea 
Mad-man, yet did I foon find you quite other- 
wife, and do acknowledge you to be the beft In- 
terpreter of Nature, and to have no Occafion for 
Phyfick. Since this Accident has begor an Ac- 
quaintance betwixt us, I defire a frequent Cor- 
refpondence with you. Ihave fent you a Treatife 
Of Hellebore. Farewel. 


"Lb -T-E. RB XCVUE 


Xenophon to his two Friends, Symmias aad 
Cebes, concerning his Commentaries. 


T is acommon Paradox, That No-body is richer 
than a poor Man ; and which I find to betrue 

by my felf, for tho’ I poffefs but little of my own, 
yet as long as you, my Friends, take Care to 
fupply me, I cannot be faid to want any Thing. 
As for my Commentaries, I would not have 
ehem, by: any means, feen in my Abfence , “os I 
wo ave 
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have often told you, leaft they fhould be blown 


upon. A Book once expos'd, is hardly ever re- 
triev'd. Plato indeed got Honour by his, Wri- 
tings, during his Abfence in Italy and Sicily ; out 
for my Part, I cannot be of Opinion they defer- 
ved that Refpect which was paid them. d,am 
not fo much concern’d at the Lofs of Reputation 
I may incur by the Publication of my Works, as 
tender. of the Honour of Socrates, whois the Sub- 
ject of them. I look upon it. equally the, fame 
thing to calumniate, and not to give a Man, his 
due Praife, while we write of him. .t thall have 
thefe Apprehenfions, my dear Friends, till L hear 
fromyou,which I defire may be {peedily. Farewel. 


LETTER XCIX. 


The Emprefs Agrippina, ¢o her Son the Empe- 
ror Nero, upon his enclining to favour the 
Accufation againft her, by one Silana. 


W Wonder not (O Cefar) that barren Silane 

fhould have no Sence of Maternal Affections. 
She that never bore a Son, might well be igno- 
rant how to bear the Lofs of one. Nature ren- 
ders thofe Objects either hateful, or indifferent, 
which do not ‘ftrike our Sences.. Efteem flews 
from the Fountain’ of Knowledge; but, on the 
contrary, Iam greatly furprized ( my Son,)ithat 
your Prudence should fafter it felf co be|impos d 
upon by fuch Incredibilities,that your’ Ears fhould. 
receive fo malicious an Accifation, and.chat your 
Fancy could admit of fucha monftrous Imagina- 
tion. Ladmire yourSoutdid.not ftaxt atthe her: 

ri 
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rid Thought. Iam amaz’d that the utmoft Ma- 
gick of Words, could be able to make you give 
the leaft Credit to fuch a barbarous Inhumanity. 
In Cafes fo unnatural and improbable, we ought 
not tobelieveour Eyes, we ought firft to doubt 
left they fhould prove fale Guides to us. Doft 
thou not know (O Son) the Affection all Mo- 
thers naturally bear their Children. Our Love 
is without Bounds, being inceflantly fed by that 
Tendernefs, which is incredible to all but our 
felves. Nothing ought to be more dear to us, 
than what we have purchafed, with the Rifque 
of our Lives ; nothing more valuable than what 
we have undergone fo great Grief and Pain to 
procure. Thefe are fo fharp and intolerable, that 
were it not for the Profpect of a happy Birth, 
which makes us: unmindful of our Agonies, Ge- 
neration would foon be at an end. Canft thou 
be ignorant (O Nero) that Nine full Months I 
have carried theein my Bowels, andnourifh'd thee 
with my Blood? How unlikely is it then that I 
would deftroy that very Darling, I had taken fo 
much Care to bring into the World ? It may be 
the juft Gods rook Offence at my over-fondnefs 
of thee, and made ufe of this Way to punifh me. 
A thoufand times, I muft own, I have likened 
thee to the Deities themfelves: A thoufand times 
have thought that all the Bleflings of the Elyfian 
Shades were concenter’d in thy Looks. I have 
defied both Nature and Art, to form any thing 
like thee: Nay, I have been tempted, by my rafh 
Love, to believe thee a God. Rome however has 
not hitherto been accuftom’d to produce fuch a 


Montter as I amreprefented. The Benignity of 


our Climare could never yet admit of fuch ma- 


lien Influences. Our Soil never had a 
| for 
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_ for Blood to enrich it.. In Thebes, Argos, or Mef- 


fina, Places fam’d for Cruelties, fuch Tragedies 
perhaps might have been aéted; but: here,’ at 
either Envy or Malice, had arany time fuggefted 


‘fuch an abominable Thought, ic would foon have 


been recoil’d upon the Black Inftigator. Unhap- 
py Acrippina! Thou art fufpected of a Crime 
which no Body could think thee guilty of. Wha 
would have thought that thy Houfe fhould all: of 
a fudden kave been fo abandon’d? Viiters avoid 
thee, Friends forfake thee, and Suitors ily thee. 
Atonce difcountenane’d by the Supreme Autho- 
rity thou art depriv’d of all Power and Command. 
Petitions to thee are turn’d into Libelg againft 
thee. Thofe that have been moft oblig’d to thee 
are the forwardef to feck thy Ruine. To) what 
a Degree of Malice is envy arriv’d: “Thy Inno- 
cence ‘cannot fecure thee againft its contagious 
Influence. All thy beft Actions arerendred fuf- 
pected by its Malignity. © All the Dignities and 
Honours thou haft been in Poffeflion of, are weak 
Antidotes againft its Poifon. Thy Condition 
that has been ador’d even by the remoreft Nati- 
ons, now finds it impraGticable to defend it felf 
againft the Rigor of ill Tongues at Home. The 
height of Olympus were not fufficient 16 fecure 
one from the Clouds of Calumny’ and Prejudice. 
Rome isnow grown fo degenerate, as to nourifh 
a Viper in its Rofom, which devours the Repu- 
tation of the Mother of Cafar. Whar fignifies 
the Title of Empre/s to me, if 1am fuppos’d Guil- 
ty of what the bafeft of Women would abhor ? 
What avails me any Authority, if 'm believd 
Guilty of fo execrable.an Intention ? Bat what’ 
would the World farther fay of me, if I were 
not the Mosher of Nero? No Torments. ba 
08 e 
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be great enough to condemn me to, were my 
Enemies not under fome faint Apprehenfions of 
his Difpleafure. Unhappy thofe that depend up- 
on the Breath of the Court. The wifeft of Peo- 
ple are not fecure from Tempefts in that Harbour. 
There even a Calm is dangerous. But why dol 
blame the Court? Can that be the Caufe of my 
being fufpected of Parricide ? No, I ought rather 
to complain of thy Imprudence, Nero, in giving 
Credit to f{tich an improbable Barbaricy ; of thy 
Juftice in confenting to tax my Innocence; and 
of thy wonted Goodnefs in trufting to the bare 
Allegations of Calumny. 1 ought co blame thee 
for forfeiting the Reputation of our Family, by 
believing thy Mother guilty of fuch a Crime, 
and my felf for having fo little Merit as to give 
thee any Grounds for the Sufpicion thou. hat 
entertain’d. 1 know that to excufe this over- 
Credulity thou wilt have Recourfe to thar Maxim 
which enjoyns a Prince or Judge to hear all. The 
Safety of the State or a Prince's Perfon ought in- 
deed oblige him to hearken to all, bur not to 
give Credit-to all. Believing all is equally the 
fame Fault with believing Nothing. But to give 
ear to that which is repugnant to Nature, Cuftom 
and Poffibility isonly the Act of a barbarous Tem- 
per altogether devoted to Cruelty. My Belief was 
at a ftand, to think that Cefar could have enter- 
rain dany of thefe Thoughts of mie. 1 could not 
have imagin’d a Woman could make him afraid 
of his Life. The End if chiefly to be confider’d 
in all Things, Tell me then (O Czfar) to what 
End fhould I plot againft thy Life? To. plunge 
my felf in a worfe Fate! That's notlikely :: Whar 
Hopes then could induce me to build upoa thy 
Ruine? Iknow theLufi of Empire often Corruprs 
tne 
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the Laws of Nature, That Juftice has no Sword 
to punifh fuch as offend in that Refpect, and that 
Ambition never takes. Notice of Wrong fo long 
as it fucceeds in its Aim. My..Commands have 
been obey’d in the Provinces, influenc’d the Ar- 
mies, directed the Cohorts, govern’d Nations and 
deterr’d the Enemies of Rome. .My, Name has 
had Acclamations from the Legions; been applau- 
ded by Strangers, refpeéted by Kings, adored. by 
the Senate, and had Incence paid to it. by Priefts. 
‘My Statues have had Divine Worthip, and Altars 
have {moaked to my Honour ;_ yet all this has not 
hinder’d ill Tongues from inventing improbable 
Lies againft me, that have amounted to, the Vio- 
lation of my own. Bowels. ,.One would have 
thought my High Quality, protected by the Su- 
preme Authority, might have been fufficient to 
have aw’d fuchInfolence. But who can accufe ine 
of feducing the Army or. corrupting the Pro- 
vinces 2? Could] expece any tolerable Reward. for 
promoting the Intereft of Britannicus or Platuins ; 
or might [ not more reafonably think, that if I 
fhould advance them to the Empire, by dethron- 
ing my.own Son, they would look upon meas 
an unnatural Mother, and fet Spies. upon my 
Actions, which would deprive me of all future 
Comfort? Nay, to what Deity could I have Re- 
courte for Abfolution after I had been Guilty of 
fo black a Deed? Would to Heaven (my Son) 
Silana had the fame Affection, for thee, as Ihave 
ever had, or that her Accutation did not proceed 
more from a Defire of my Fall than faving thy 
Life. 1 would in chis Cafe be thankfal ro.the 
fhamelefs Strumpet for giving me an Opportunity 
of facrificing my felf for thy fafety., I ihould.no 
more think of her. Malice, were I.but sania 
that 
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that Love, and not Envy, was the Caufé of my 


Death. I can argue nothing better in my De. | 


fence than the Infamy of my Accufer. She igs 
well known to have long led an Adulterous Life 
with the Pander Atimetus, and the Stage-Player 
Paris. How then can her Teftimony be credited 2 
She that could violate her Husbands Honour, 
will never {cruple to take away my Life. But has 
there any Conful or Pretoy accufed me? Have 
the People required my Blood for the Security of 
the Commonwealth? Or have the Senate con- 
victed me of this intended Parricide, and. petitio- 
ned for my Execution ? If fo (O Cefar) behold 
me ready to lance my own Veins, in Compliance 
with the welcome Sentence. Pardon not her 
that could admit fo heinous an Intentioninto her 
Heart, tho’ thy Mother. Diveft thy felf of all Na~ 
tural Affections towards her, and let thy Juftice 


blot from thy Memory one that could harbour . 


fo villainous a Defign. But if my Accufer and 
her Accomplices be of the very Dregs of the Peo- 
ple, not worthy to look upon me or mention my 
Name, and much lefs to arraign me at the Tribu- 
nal of my Son, why fhould not more Credit be 
afforded to the known Integrity of my Actions 
than to their Words >? Now what Recompenice 
can they make me for the Odiwas caft upon my 
Fame ? What will the World not believe of thefe 
flanderous Depofitions, fince every one is at Li- 
berty to think what he pleafes. What will the 
Vulgar not imagine, fince they are always more 
govern'd by the firft Impreffions, than Reafon ? 
The Blood of thefe Harpies can never be a fuf- 
ficient Attonement for the Malignity of their 
Tongues. The united Deaths both of them and 
heir Pofterity, can hardly make me amends sin 
wnat 
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256 LETTERS of 
what I have fuffer’d from their infettious Calami+ 
nies, infomuch thattho’ thou fhouldf endeavour 
(O: Cafar) to reftore my Reputation,» yet will 
thy Goodnefs feem more to flow from Natural 
Affeftion, than Juftice ; and my -fuppofed Crime 
appear more worthy of Pity, than Pardon. «Thy 
Abfolution may indeed free me from the Pa- 
nifhment, but not from the Imputarion,of Guile, 
fince the Family of Ce/ar ought not to\admit even 
of the leat Sufpicion. But tho’ my own:Con- 
feience acquit me, yet will that not,avail to fa- 
tisfie others Doubts. They will ftillaccufe me, of 
this horrid Crime, and which I have incurrd the 
Jealoufie of, by loving thee too much, and-by 
hazarding my Life to promote thy Grandeur. 
What Dangers have Inot undergone to procure 
thee the Empire? What Impoflibilities haved not 
f{urmounted to place the Lawrel on thy Temples ? 
But T offend thy Gratitude by remembring thee 
of my Services. My Innoence ought not to defend 
it felf, but to rely wholly on thy Juftice. Farewel. 
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The Emperor Probus, to the Senate of Rome, 
concerning his Succefs againft the Barbarians: 


ii Moft Equal Fathers, that they have been plea- 
fed to juftific their Approbation of your Choice 
by the great Succefs they have beftow'd upon my 
Arms. All that wide extended Country of Ger- 
meny isfubdu’d : Nine ofvits chiefeft Kings have 
proftrated themfelves at my Feet, orl might bet 
tex fay; at yours. Irs Subjects now labourfor so 
an 


if Am exeeeding thankful to the Immortal Gods, 
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4nd inftead of any farther defending their Poffef- 
fions proffer co fight your Battels. I befeech ye 
therefore to decree thofe Ries to the Gods as have 
been cuftomary on the like Occafions. Four 
hundred thoufand of the Enemy are flain, and 
fixteen thoufand have lifted inour Service. Sixty 
Noble Cities are recover’d, and Galle is entirely iW 
at Liberty. Thofe Crowns I have had prefented Hi 
by the Gauls, 1 defire your Fatherhoods would ky 
confecrate tothe Omnipotent Fxpiter, and the ee 
other Immortal Gods and Goddefles.. Whatever Ny Ne 
has been formerly loft, is now regain’d with Sut- WS 
plufage.. The Fields of Gallia are ploughed with He 
Barbarian Cattle, and their Oxen tamely yield Wak 
their Necks co our Yokes. Their Sheep now | 
graze upon our Mountains, and yean in our 

Plains. Our Barnsafe filled with their Corn, and 

Cavalry remounted on their Horfes. Ina Word. 

we have all; which if the Divine Providence thall 

think fit to continue to us, we ought to return i 
repeated Acknowledgments, left we feem ungrates Ly 
ful for thale Bleflings wehave receiv'd. Farewel, if 


LETTER Ct. 
Cicero to bis Son Marcus, to reclaim him from 
his loofe’Courfe of Life. 


PNAN Lithink (O Marcs) thy viciousCourfe 

. 1 of Life could offér to eclipfe my Glory ? 
{ would queftion even the Oracles of Truth in 
this Cale, for nothing is more. difficult than to 
make a Man believe what he does notlike, Yet | 
dm Lobliged to give Credit to my Sences. I fee ii 
thee daily involv’d in all Kinds of Luxury, and hl 
hear 
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hear thee 4s often difcourfing on nothing but Va= 


‘nity. Ill Fortune had no other Way to attack 


me. My Country owes its Safery to me, and both 
the Senate and People have ftiPd me their Prefer 
wer. L have farmounted the Meannefs of my 
Birth, and baffled all the Attempts of Envy, Ma- 
lice, Pride and Calumny againft me, Nothing 
but the Vagarics of AZarcas could render me. Un- 
happy. Poor unfortunate Cicero’! reduced to that 
State by the Difobedience of a Child, which thy 
Enemies could not bricg thee to. Thou ( Mar- 
zeus) thou alone robbeft me of my Honour, ob- 
fcureft my Vertue, and clog’fi the Wings of my 
Fame. Upon what a weak Foundation have f 
founded my Hopes? Upon one, who, inftcad of 
friking in with me cowards the acquiring of 
Glory, will, if he does not reform, leave to Po- 
fterity the Character of a Libertine ; and whereas 
he might inherit the Renown due to my Labours, 
will deprive his Father of all Content, and himtclf 
of all Efteem. But it is yet time (O my Sen ) 
borh to recant thy Errors, and return to thy Stu- 
dies. By one, thou wilt reftore my Quiét; and by 
the other, enrich thy felf. °Tis never too late to 
learn. I have known a Man of an hundred Years 
old thirft after Inftruction ; nay, all wife Men will 
hearken to their Friends, even whenthey are dy- 
ing. CGaft off then that Yoke which Vice has put 
on thee; and whereby thy Mind ‘is deprav'd, 
thy Sences ftupified, thy Reputation loft, and mine 
obfcur’d, Confider thefe worldly Pleatures as S7« 
rens that decoy thee to thy Ruin, and which are 
really nothing but vain, vile, frail, fhott-liv'd 
‘Things fubtect ro a choufand Accidents,and whote 
End is only Torment and Repentance. Yetall this 
while! do not {peak againft thofe Diverfions that 
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tinbend the Mind. A Bow always bent is foon 
broken, and the Imbeciliry of our Nature re- 
quires fome Recreation. I blame only Inconti- 
hence, Luxury and a Superfluous Ufe of Meat 
and Diink.. No Vice is more abominable than 
Intemperance, from whence ali other Vices flow. : 
Yet to thofe thou haft raif-d Altars; to thefe thou 
pay ft thy Vows. 1 wonder thou doft nor fly the | 
common Socicty of Mankind, to get rid of their 
€ontinual Reproaches. Thou art either not a Man, 
or not my Son. Drunkenncfs has transfortn’d . Hi 
thee, and like that of dicxander the Great, has 14 
tarnifh'd all thy Glory. The Oclights of Capi | 
enervated the Prowefs of Hann bal. Whillt thou ir 
art drunk ( O Marcus) thy Head turns round, Vi 
thy Tongue falters, thy Eyes deceive thee, thy He 
Feet fail thee, and thy Storaach offends thee: 
Wherefore if thou art not altogether become 
ftupid, thou muft needs be fenfible thy telf or the | 
fnconventencies of this Vice. . My Checks burn i} 
with Shame, while I reprove thee for thefe Enor- i 
mities, and my Mind is under Apprchenfions. of Ve 
contaminating it felf by the bare Naming them. 

Belicve me ( Marcus ) Vice has got the Afeendant 

over thy Reafon, and will not fuffer thee to be 

fenfible of thy Folly. It will not permit thee to gi! 
look thro’ the thick Fogs thatenvelope thy Brain; 
and conceals its own Deformity from thee, It 
keeps thee from difcerning the Splendour of Ver- Vins 
cue andthe Brightnefs of thy Race. Ifthou could i) A 
but vicw the Beauties of Virtue I’m confident | rr: 
thou wauldf foon be in Love with her. No 
Heart can be fo harden’d, bit mult be affected i 
by her Charrhs. The wide World cannot fheve. hy 
any thing more Amiable. She is Praife ro her {elf i 
& without her Perfe€tion would be Nothing.She | 
e % gains 
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gains us by her Authority, even the Love of ott 


Enemies. The Sun once ftopped his Courfe to 
admire her. Alfo Death it felf, which nothing 
elfe can conquer, and which buriesevery Thing 
in Oblivion, yet yields to her, and fubmits ‘to 
that Immortality which is only acquir’d by her: 
Tell me; I befeech thee; my Son, what is become 
of all che Antient Greek Magnificence in Building? 
Is it not devour’d by Time? Yet the Works of 
Vertue live; and willdo fo to all Eternity. Both 
the Names and Actions of Virtuous Perfons will 
endure the utmolt Teft of Time, and; thro’ all the 
endlefs Revolutions of Ages flourifh. « Hesneed 
not to fear the Horrors of Death (O Marcus) who 
can be fare to out- live the Bounds of Life by his 
Vertue, Whilft thou, if thou continu’ft in this 
Senfuality of thine, as thou haft liv’d unregarded 
wilt die unlamented, and rotin she Grave unre~ 
membred: Or if thou fhouldft leave any Name 
behind thee, it will be devoted to Infamy, thah 
which it were far better to have been» condem- 
ned to Oblivion. That’s but a foolifh Opinion 
which fome entertain, and which Idaily reflect 
upon with Contempt and Difdain, ‘that ourHap- 
pinefs ends with our Lives and our Glory ceafes 
with our Deaths. Thofe Men know not that 
true Life begins at rhe Grave, and {prings fromm 
the very Bofom of Death. Our Souls are Phenix's, 
- which revive from our own Afhes, Then are‘our 
Names Eternized ; Then have Envy and Maliee 
no more Power to obfcure our Merits, orto 
difpute-our Title with usto Fame. The Privi- 
leges of our Souls would be nothing , af they 
were fubjectro the Corruption of the Body. Now, 
Son Aareus, if this Obftinacy will notgive thee 
lgave to lay hold on thefe Inftru@tions; «if thou 
% walt 
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wilt fill continue thy Conyerfe with Brutes, wha 
have no other Sence than their Lufts: If, in a 
Word, thou wilt perfift to forfeit both mine and 
thy own Reputation by thy ill Courfes, 1 have 
no abfolute Authority over thy Will, I can only 
fatisfie my felf in that I have thus far oppoled thy 
vicious Inclinations. Farewel. 


WL Pel ER, CM 


‘Another Letter of Cicero, tp bis Son Marcus, 
upor the fame Subject ; beiug a Sequel of the 
© former. o bk} 


Wi A‘T I-wrote to you. lately,! do not think 
{ufficient to acquit my felf, and there- 
fore fend you this fecond Letter. 1 muft once 
mote earneftly canjure thee (Son Marcus) tofor- 
fake the diffotute Courfe of Life thou haft taken 
up, which if thou wilt not do for the fake of thy 
own Reputation,do at leaft for that of mine, which 
Y have acquir'd not fo much by the Favour of 
Fortune, as by pure Merit. .Do not endeavour 
¢o rob thy Father of that Happinefs which he has 
been all his Life labouring after. But if Nature 
has not made thee capable of knowing either thy 
Honour, or'thy Intereft, fhe could not {ure but 
have allow’d thee a Sence of that Duty which all 
Children owe their Parents. That alone, one 
would think, ought to excite in thee an Inclina- 
tion'to Vertue, which thou knoweft I have noe 
only long defir’d, bur alfo commanded. Not.to, 
obey thy Father, is meer Madnefs; not to love 
him, extreme Impiety ; but to trample. on his 
Fame is worfe than Parricide, _ Neather Wit nox 
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Words are able ta.expiefs how. commendableand 


‘neceflary a Thing Ob: dienes to a Parent is... The 


urmoft extenr of Time. owns it felf ata Lofs to re- 
ward fuch Children as are duriful. I wall give 
thee fome Examples, Adarcus. of fuck:Sons.as with 
the Hazard of thcirown, have faw-d their Fathers 
Lives. Manlius Torquetus, the firft that. gavethe 
Name to that famous Family, to free his Father 
ofan Accufation before the Tribune of the People 
went arm*d and alone to the Tribune's Houfe,.and 
by a generous Force compcli’d that Magiftrarero 
defift from hearkning to any farther Profecution, 
Scipio Afrieznus had {carce attain’d the Years of 
Manhood, when he refcu’d his Father trom out 
of the Hands of Havn.bal, to whom, being grie- 
voufly wounded, he had become a Prey... Neither 
his unexperienced Youth, nor the Misfortunes of 
ihe Day, could hinder the Vehemence of his Vir- 
rue and Affcetion from doing an Act that has gor 
him, more Renown than.all his Viétories. after- 
wards. Caius Flaminius while Tribune of the Peo- 
ple, publith'd a Law to divide the Conquer’d 
Lands in Gallia. The Senate oppos‘d it, firft with 
good Words, then with Threats, and at length 
with an Army; but all in vain, till ar Jaftupon his 
Father's bare Requeft only, he abandon’d his Re- 
fclution, and {ubmitted to Authority. Icould 
give thee other. Examples, Méercws, of Sons thae 
ventur’d their All to fecure their Fathers Safety ; 
whit thou, on the contrary, wilt not forego. a 
few brutal Delights to favour my good Name, the 
Lofs of which is worfe to me than Death,..I 
might, and that with Reafon, imitate thofe Parents 
who have prov'd Tyrants totheir Children, fuch 
as ‘Junius Britus, Torguatus, and notlong fince dis 
dys Fulvius, who rather thanendure their difobe- 
| ; phy | dient 
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dient Ifue let our the degenerate Blood. Is it 
not betrer tolopp off the contagious Member, than 
faffer it to fpread its Venom ? With much grea- 
rer Reafon might! rid my felf of aChild, who, by | 
his difhoneft Life, robs me borh of my Quier and 
Reputation, and is in danger of poifoning the 
Commonwealth to boot. Whilft my Paternal Af- Wily & 
feStion, which can neither be alter'd by my Am- 1s 
bition nor my Honour, is only anxious of thy ve 
Safety and long’Life. 1 muft confefs, 1 gives me 
fome Uneafinefs when I confider what the World 
will fay of me for taking no more Care of thy E- 
dueation.. Vm fenfible they'll accufe my Indul- iy 
gence of nourifhing thy Propeniity to Vice. But | 
‘Hen when Lcanmake irappear, as ‘tis well known 
¥ can,that the Caufe is in thy perverfe Nature,and i 
neither in my Will nor Power, that Accufation i 
will foon vanifh. TrulyI cannot but wonder, that 
being of Human Kind ,thou fhould’ft be infenfible 
ro all the Calls of Eniulation, and the Reproaches 
of Infamy. But I foon change my Mind, when I 
conclude that one that con!d prove ungrateful to 
him, whom he owes his Being to, will eafily be 
fo to himfelf, One would think the many Obii- 
gations Ihave laid upon thee might have mov'd 
thee as my Friend, if not as my Son; but | find 
Fortune, to afflict me yet the more fenfibly, has 
broughe that under the Denomination of Certain- 
ty, which I thought Impoflible. But fince thy exa 
travagant Obftinacy defpifes my fncere Good- 
Will, fince my Words that have all along had, fo. 
great Applaufe in the World, are but thrown a- 
way upon thee, I will henceforward renounce | 
thee for my Son, or look upon thee only asan Ex- ee 
crement, which tho” it he Part of me, yet Can i | 


live without it. Farewel. 
9. 4 LETTER its 
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Sylla the Dictator , to, Mithridates, “Hing ‘of 
Pontus. Written from the Camp. 


J Matter not, O Mithridates, thar the War is 
diftant from. Rome, Fortune ‘having always 
hitherto waited upon her, how remote foever fhe 
were. But fince you fay fhe never ‘fail’d you, 
nor has ever been ‘acquainted with me, "you fhall 
foon find that according to her natural Mutability, 
fhe leaves you to\court me; yet fuppofing fhe 
fhould not, I value neither her nor you: always 
hoping the Gods will prove more favourable’ to 
my Juftice, than Fortune can poflibly do'te your. 
Arrogance. Farewel, 9 7 > 
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LETFER CIV. 


Zhe Emperor Adrian, to Servianus:Conful of 
Rome ; giving him an Account of the Cuftoms 
and Manuers of the Egyptians. | 


“ AVING perfectly acquainted my felf with 

. egypt, purfuant to your Defires, my dear: 
Servianss, Ufhall not, out of Gratitude; failto fend 
you my Obfervarions upon that’ Natien®: You 
muft know then, The e£gyptians are aProud; In 
yarious, Loofe, Light and Inconftant fort of Peo- 
ple, always in Suipence, and ever changing with 
the leaft Turn of Fortune. They. are frange Li- 
bertines, and exceflive Lovers of Novelty... They 
will not be afraid to fing Seditious Songs about 
Streets, nor to verfifie upon the Pexfons of their. 
Princes 
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Prinees and Magiftrates, They are made up for 
the moft Part of Aftrologers, Soothfayers and 
Empiricks. They are always varying, and ever 
difpleafed with the prefent Times, againft which 
they continually rail. They equally pay Adora- 
tion to their God Serapis, nay, even the Votaries of 
Chrift and Mo/es, that live among them. ~ The i 
Chriftian. Patriarch as often .as he comes to Alex ee 
andria ,is alfo obliged to Worfhip this God. ti 
This City is {plendid, rich and populous: No Winn 4 
Body lives idle in it. Every: Body is employ’d in a 
one Thing: or-other. Some werk on Glais, others Hes 
on Paper, and others on Linnen. Not fo much oR 
as the Gouty or Difabled- are excufed ; for they i) 
have all fomething to do: Even the Blind {are 
bufied on-fome Art or other.’ All Ican fay far- il 
ther is, That ‘twere to be wifh’d this were a bet- vel 
ter-govern'd City ; for its Magnitude and Popu- i S 
loufnefs fufhciently entitle it to the Dominion of 
efgypt. For my Part, I have confiderably aug- \ 
mented its Privileges, and added fome new, which i 
the Citizens have often exprefled their Gratitude | 
tome for; However, had no fooner turn’d my 
Back,but they railed exceedingly at my Sone<lius 
Verus and my Friend Anstinous. 1 thall therefore 
for the future, ‘leave them to their Eggsand Poul- 
try, which how they hatch in Dunghils is almoff 
a Shame to mention. Make much of the e4gyp- 
tian Cups Mend you, and let them be only us'd 
on Feftivals.. Farewel. 


LETTER 
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LETT ER CV. 


The Philofopher Heraclitus’, ‘to ‘his Friend Aa 
phidamas ; g7ving him an Account of his Di- 
Slemper, 


Am fallen fick ( Apbidamas ) of ‘a Dropfie. 

Whatfoever abounds in us, o¢cafions a Di- 
feafe. ‘ Excefs of Heat brings a Fever ; Excefs of 
Cold,4 Palfie; Excefs of Wind, Cholick. My Di- 
ftemper proceeds from Excefs of Moifture. The 
Soul kééps all thefe in due Proportion, ‘The beft 
Thing we have is Health: Naturevher felf is 
Health. Wecannot forefee what is contrary to. 
Nature, but it always comes by. Surprize. 
know the Nature of the World , I know that of 
Man; I know Difeafts'; I kaow Health: I will 
cure my felf; I will imitate the Gods, who make 
Equal rhe Inequalities of the World, by commit- 
fing them to the Governance of the Sun. Heraclitus 
ffiall not die of this Indifpofition’s He fhall rather 
by his Conduét kill the Difeafe tha’ afflicts him, 
In the Univerfe moift Things are éxficcated and 
hot ‘réfrigerared. “My Wifdom' knows ’moft 
Things, but if my Body fhould happen to be 
over-prefsd, it muft yield and defeend ‘to the de- 
ftin’d Place ;’ My“Soul howéver fhall not do fo, 
but being Immortal; fhall’afcend tothe &therial 
Manfions, where I will be ‘fare’ not to’-forget to. 
accufe the Epbefians. "Then fhall I converfe not 
with Men; but Gods; and have Altars rais’d tome> 
inftead of erecting them to. others.» There 
Euthyeles will not be able'to accufe me’of Impiety,, 
bur I rather him of Malice.’ Men ‘have always 
wondred why I continually look’d fad; but pe 
(acy. 
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they did not confider the exceflive W ickednefs of 
the World. Letthem refrain from their ill Cours 
{es., and then perhaps I may {mile. My Malady 
is the Jefs irkfom in that {amalone, or it may be 
becaufe my Soul forcfeeing fhe fhall fhortly get 
free of this Mortal Prifon, compos*d of Phlegm, 
Choler, prurulent Matter, Blood, Nerves, Bones 
and Flefh, is pleas’d. with the Profpect of her Nas 
tive Country.; for unlefs there were thefe Di- 
feafes, we. fhould never be Ambirious of this 
Freedom, whichis the Perteétion of Blifs. Farewel, 


PET TER CVE. 


The Same to the Same ; expofing the Ignorance of 
the Phyficians of bis Time. 


ais HE Phyficians ( Aphidamas) have: often 
confulced about my Diftemper ; but having: 
neither Art nor Nature to guide them,they as often 
fail'd Of giving any probable Account of it. They 
did nothing but. handle my Belly, as if it had 
been.a Leathern Bottle, and would have under- 
taken my Cure, would I have but confented to 
their Operations before they had. found:out the 
Nature of my Difeafe. They at fir, berray’d 
their Ignorance, and plainly difcover’d they had 
not fo. much. Knowledge of the Matter as my felf; 
How {quoth.1) can. you pretend tobe Profe/fors of 
Phyfick, and yet mot be able to give a tolerable Guefs 
at the Malady? I fhall cure my felf fooner than you 
can; and therefore avill have sothing to do.with your 
Preferiptions. I have known \fome cur'd by your Re- 
Cipe's, sis true; bus.then that could orly be by frente 
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TheleDosors, Aphidamas, do-very ill; for they 


profefs an Art they know nothing of, and under- 
take Cures they do:not underftand, » by which 
Means they do. wrong both to Art and. Nature, 
it is abominable to»profefs Ignorance, but. much 
worfe to pretend to what one. is really. ignorant 
of, What Delight they take. iny Lying ¢ But 
thereby, however, they grow Rich. ‘Twere bet- 
ter. for themtobeg for Bread; then they. would 
be pitied ; whereas now they are hated of all 
Men. I wouldgive fome Creditto your Science, 
if you could but thew me how a Drought could 
be made out of Moifture. Thefé werethe Men 
thar kill’d my Uncle Heracleodorus,andtook Money 
for it when they had done. They are ignorant 
how God cures the Difeafes of the World, and 
therefore may well miftake mine.. They know 
not how he difflolves the Dry into Moift, andthen 
condenfes.the humid Air.. This.is the Cure of 

thefickly World; and this 1 willimitate. To all 
athers [bid Farewel. ER: 


LET TER. CVIL 
Fhe Philofopber Antifthenes, te the Philofopher, 
~ Ariftippus ; advifing him to quit the Luxary 
of Sicily. At thee: apt 


WT is misbecoming a Philofopher ( O: Arifiips 
‘A pus) ‘both 16 converfe witha Tyrant, and to 
revel at Sicilian Feafts. Ie were more commenda- 
ble to. be content with little in ones own Coun- 
try. You neverthelefscotnt ita great Happinefs 
to acquire Riches, and live at Sivacufe. But mutt 
sell you; tho’ you take Dyosifins for your Friend, 

| . no 
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no unlearned Perfon, efpecially a Tyrant, can be 

fuch: If you are fo much in Love with Plea- 

fure, as to forget you are a Philofopher, I would 

advife you to go tO Antigra, and cure your felf Ni 
by drinking Helebore ; for that would, in this Cafe, ii 
be much more proper for you, than to debauch WT 
with Siciliaz Wine. How much Health and Dif- Wile 
cretion differ from Sicknefs and Folly , you will iy Ve 
foon be fenfible by this Experiment. Farewel. | 


EET TER CVIIL 


‘Atiltippus’s Anfwer, Lronitally deriding his 
Friends Aufterities. 


E are, 1 maf own, Axtifdenes unhappy Het BS 

! beyond Meafare: But how can it other- Wil s 
wife happen, whilft we daily converfe witha 
Tyrant, and fere delicioully’ every Day.” The 
choiceft of Unguents are our Perfumes, and the 
ticheft loofe Tarentine Garments our Attire: Yee 
no Body will free Ariftippus from this Cruelty of 
Dyonifius, who neither fears the Gods nor Men, 
who detains me not asa rude Philofopher,but one 
vers’'d in Socratick Learning. My Misfortunes 
¢Aarifthenes) have alfo lately been encreafed by his 
prefenting me with three young lufcious Sicilian 
Virgins of great Beauty, and when this Profufe 
Mat will give over beftowing his Favours, I can- 
nor tell: Therefore you do kindly tobe concern’d 
at my Miferies,in requital whereof,’ 1 rejoyce at 
your Happinefs, and return you Thanks.  ¥ 
likewife advife’ you to hoard up your Figs and \ 
Cretan Meal againft Winter , both to wath and | | 
drink of the fame Fountain of Enneacranus and to 
continue 
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continue to wear always one fordid Habit, as be: 

‘comes a Free-Man of rhens. For my Part, I 
 @ knew as foon as €ver I came hither, how 
i || I thould be us’d. I am extremly admir’d and be- 
‘VY a lov'd by the Sieilians ; and therefore asa Punifh- 
wo ment to mv Madnefs for coming hither, 1 wifhI 
H | gay never go hence. “Being of Years of Difcye- 
im i tion, I chofe rather this Ramble, than to undergo 
i Hunger and Cold, to defpife Glory, and wear 
i a long Beard. I will fend you 
i | *A fore of Pulfe. {peedily fome * Lupines, to encou- 
mH | rage you in acting Heréwles to the 
i. Boys. Of other Matters confult Siz#on the Leather- 
| Dreffer, than whom you efteem no Body more 
wife. For my Part J am not dllow’d Familiarity 
with fuch Scoundrels ; and therefore bid you 
hearrily Farewel. 
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Mi Xenophon to Crito, concerning the Education 


Whee 


of Children. 


UR wife Matter Socrates was wont to fay 

that thofe Parents who took more Care to 

| enrich their Children, than educate them virru- 
| oufly,did like Grooms thar fed their Horfes high, 
and neglected to train them to the Adanege, Here- 

by tho’ thefe Beafts were in better Cafe, yer weré 

| they neverthelefs the worfe for Service; whereas 
im the Excellency of that Creature confilts not in his 
Fatnefs, but his Serviceablenefsin War. No lefs 
miftaken are all Bathers that purchafe great E- 
fLurcs for their Sons, and then omit co beftow the 
fame Care on their Perfons, by which Means sie 
Pol- 
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Poffeffions..will be more valu’d than themfelves:; 
whereas,.on the contrary, -a Man ought always 
to be more.efteem'd than hisLand. -Whofoever 
therefore breeds his Children well, gives them 
mach, though he leaves themlittle. The Condi- 
tion of the Mind is alone to be refpetted. Good Hi 
Men; require only what is fufhcient :—Bad- ever Wi 
thirft after Excefs. Supply your Child’s Neceffi- 
ties, and being well educated he will defpife fu- ? 
perflousPlenty. . Farewel. wih 
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Socrates to Xenophon ; approving his Expes 
dition into Afia. 


2s ge 
SA 


Hear you are at Thebes, and that Proxenus is 
gone before you to the Affiftance of Cyrus in 
Afia. The Gods only know whether your De- 
iigns will profper, ornot. As for the Athenians, 
fome among them exclaim highly againft your 
Expedition, as thinking it improper they. fhould 
affift a Prince who fided withthe Lacedemonians,and 
fight for him that fought againft them. For my 
_ Part, I cannot much wonder at thefe Reflections 
of theirs, fince their State being changed, .’tis 
Natural to. fuppofe, that fomeof them would.ac- 
cufé you of Femporizing. The greater your 
Succels is, the greater mult, you expect will be 
their Calumnies. . This 1. know for certain, as 
being throughly. acquainted with the Difpofitions 
of many of them. Do you, however, approve 1 
your {elf an honeft Man; and dince you haveun- rh 
dertaken this Expedition, procecd in it with all et 
@hearfulnefs and Integrity. Do youcall to ey | 
shat 
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that above all Things you ought not to difcredit 


your Family. Two Qualities are abfolutely necef- 
fary in a Warriour: Courage will make you 
fear'd of your Enemies; atid Bounty procure you 
the Love of your Friends. Farewel. 


LETTER CXE 


The Jame to King* * * *, in Defence of his 
| Demon. 7 


dit to what I have delivered concerning my 
Damon; 1 have met with many a-like incredu- 
lous, The Deliens did not believe me, whenI 


I Do not much wohder you fhoild Pive no Cre- 


fallied out of their City with them to fight the 


Enemy ; but being vanquifh’d and for¢ed to run 
the Signcame upon me in our Flight. I ftopp’d 
and bid them to halt likewife, for I told them I» 
heard my Demon's Voice. They flouted at me; 
and many of them were angry that I trifled away 
fuch precious Time. However, foie were pre- 
vailed upon to follow me, and we got fafe Home 
by another Road, whereas thofe that obftiriately 
perfifted to continue the fame Rodte, fell into ax 
Ambufcade of Horfe, who flew them all: The 
Perfon that brought this News was dangeroufly - 
wounded, and efcaped only by Means of his 
Shield. This I take to be the Gift of Prefcience, 
for which I am only beholden to my Damon. 


Farewel. 


LETTER 


ROT NSO LAK Ie ie 


the ANTIYENTS. 


LETTER CXIL 


The great Athenian Orazor, and Moral Phils. 
Sopher Mocrates, to his Friend Demonicus, 
advifing him how to behave himfelf in this 
Life. 


FATE are all fenfible the. Opinions of good Ve 
Y and bad Men; differ much, and in many WA Ay 
Things, efpecially in Matters of Friendfhip and a 
Converfation, The latter will.only value you i 
when prefent ; whereas the former always thew _ | 
the fame Refpeét for their Friends, tho’ they be | 
never foremote from them. Likewife the Friend Hh 
fhip of thefe lafts to perpetuity, whilft that of the rs 
others vanifhes, as {oon as profefs’d. Judging 
therefore it would be more proper for fuch as | 
thirft after Wifdom and Glory to hearken to the Hf 
Virtuous than Vicious, I have determin’d to fend ti 
you, this Letrer.as well to confirm the Friend thip i" 
betwixt us, as to revive the Memory of that long 

Familiarity, which was between your Father and 

me, fince it is but reafonable a Son fhould fucceed 

to his Father’s Friends, as well as to his Eftare, 

Thofe chat inftruct Youth how they fhould fpeak, 

certainly do well, but thofe that teach them hows 

ro live, undoubtedly do better: For the former Wh 
only direét the Tongue , whereas the latter re- 
form the Mind. As for the firft, I fhall at pres iE 
fent omit giving you Rules for Difcourle, and iH 
confine my felf, wholly to inflructing you how 
you ought to live, fhewing what you ate to a- 
void, what to feek, and with whom you are to I 
converfe, . Vertue is certainly the moft Noble | 
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and fecure Pofleffion a Man can have. Beauty is 


worn out by Time, or impair’'d by Sicknefs. 
Riches lead Youth rather to Deftruétion than 
Welfare, atid without Prudence are foon lavifh’d 
away. While Virtue alone, the only Good that 
is ever durable, always remains with the Perfon 
that has once entertain’d her. She is preferable both 
to Wealth and a Noble ExtraCtion, Sloth being 
ever efteemed Blameable, and Labour Honouta- 
ble and Praife-worthy. Why elfe was Hercules fo 
much commended, or Thefeus fo highly valued by 
his Pofterity. But confidering the good Life of 
the honeft Man your Father, you need go no far- 
ther than your own Family, for an Example to 
fquare your Actions by. His fingle Pattern will 
difplay more Condué than all the Doctrine I can 
preach toyou, Whilft he liv’d, he paidthe grea- 
teft Deference to Virtue, nor ever fuffer’d him- 
felf to be overcome by Eafe and Idlenefs. He ra- 
ther continually devoted his Life to Labour and 
Exercife, whereby his Body grew more Robuft, 
and Mind more Enlivened. He never fought af- 
fer more Riches, than were neceflary for his or- 
dinary Support, and ufed thofe he had with 
fiich Moderation as if he had only Regard to Im- 
mortality. He was not a Mechanick in his Way 
of Living, tho’ in his Profeflion; but liv'd like a 
Gentleman, always endeavouring to be as Ser- 
viceable to his Friends as he could, ever fetting a 
greater Value upon Vertnous Perfons, than his 
Parents. But I fhould never have done, fhould I 
proceed to relate all the commendable Cuftoms of 
that Great Man. I fhall therefore referve what 
is farther to be faid for another Occafion, where 
it may be more proper to {peak of him. My pre- 
fent Purpofe was only to let you know by the By 
what 
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what a good Man you had to your Father. By his 
Life you ought to regulate your own, taking a 
Pattern of your Proceedings from his Praétice, tH 
which you are no lefs: acquainted with than I Hit 
can be. Neverthelefs to acquit my felf of the Lit 
Duty of a Friend, I have determined to prefenc | 
you with the following Inftruétions. 

1. Shew your felf at all times Religious towards 
the Gods; and that not only by Oblations and 
Sacrifices ; but alfo with Vows and Prayers, thar 
you may be faid both to employ your Wealth i 
well, and to fatisfie the World of your Faith. ee 

2. Always Honour the Gods, that you may not > 
only be efteem’d devour, but likewite obedient to in 
the Laws. Hl 

3. Behave your felffo to your Parents, as you 
would have your Children do to you, when you 
fhall have any. 

4. Exercife your Body frequently, that you may 
thereby become robuft and healthy. 

5. Be not immoderate in Mirth, nor over-for- 
ward in Talking, the one proceeding from Folly, 
and the other from Prefumption. 

6. What is improper to be done, do you efteenz 
improper to be faid. 

~.-Do not put on a Melancholy Air, for fear 
Men take it for a Token of Ignorance. 

8. Do not think ro conceal an ill Act, for tho" 
no Body fhould come to know it otherwife, yet 
will your Con{cience difcover it in your Face. 

g. Fear the Gods, honour your Parents, re 
{pect your Friends, and obey the Laws. 

10. Partake only of Virtuous Recreations, for ie 
as thefe divert, rhe contrary hurt. rh 

11. Avoid giving Occafion for Calumny, if VP 
poffible, tho” never fo improbable, becaufe the Wire 
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_ Majority of Men; not knowing the Truth, are apt 


£0 be govern’d by Opinion. 

12. Doevery thing as if every Body faw you, 
for tho’ you have a Mind to conceal any thing; 
yet will it at length come to be known. 

13. You will always be valued, if you do no+ 
thing that you fhould blame in others. , 
44. Itis as difcommendablea Thing to refufe 
Inftruction, as a Prefent from a Friend. 

1s. Employ your Time in improving your felf 
by other Mens Doewments ; fo fhall you come 
eafily by what others have labour’d hard for. 

16. Prefer Knowledge to Wealth, for the one 
is tranfitory, and the other perpetual. 

17. Donot grudge travelling into diftant Coun- 
tries for Knowledge , when the Merchant does 
the like after Gain. ae 

18. Be Affable in your Addrefs, and Inoffen- 
five in your Behaviour. 

19. Be courteous to every one, but converfe 
chiefly with good Men ; fo fhall.you fruftrate the 
Calumnies of the Bad, and acquire the Favour of 
the Good. 7 

20. Do not always keep Company with the 
fame Perfons, nor difcourfe ftill on the fame Sub: 
ject, for the beft Things at length grow tedious. 

21. Accuftom your felf to bear with Misfor- 
runes, that you may be able to do fo when you 
are obliged co it. | ; 

22. Be more careful of keeping your Word 
than your Money, it being not a little commen- 
dable for a Man tobehave himfelf fo that he may 
be crafted as much on Account of his Honefty, as 
his Bond. 3 | } 

24. Telt your Secret to no Body, unlefs where 
it is as beneficial to him that hearsit, as to you thas 
ailcover it, 24. Never 
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24. Never engige in Friendfhip with any one, 
till you know how he has dealt by his other 
Friends. 

25, Do not be over-hafty in declaring your | 
felfa Friend, bar when you have once done io, 1) 
perfevere in your Friendthip , for. it is equally as I 
unrepurable to change ones Friends often, as (0 | 
have none at all - We 

26. To make Tryal of your Friends, commu- AWA 
nicate to them what you would have divulged, Mi ¢ 
for if they reveal that,no damage will acrueto you, Ne Ne 
and if they conceal it, you have the Satisfaction Hi & 
you defir'd. ie & 

27. Always prevent your Friends Neceflities, Wa 
by fupplying them before they fhail ask. 

28. Efteéem ir no lefs a Misfortune to be out- Loe 
done by your Friends Benefits, than your Enennies vit RS 
Injuries. \) 

29, Admit into your Friendfhip not only thofe 
that lament your Adverfity, but likewife thofe ii 
that envy your Profperity, becaufe the former Ny 
many timesturn to the latter. ty 

30. Talk often of your abfent Friends in Com- 
pany of thofe thar are prefent.; to the End they 
may think they fhall be well fpoken of upon the 
fame Oceafion. 

31. Not only endeavour to get Riches, but to, 
enjoy them when you have done, for in the for- 
mer Cafe, you'll have the pleafure of heaping 
them up, and inthe latter of ufing them. 

32. Never torment your felf with repining at 
your Condition, be it what it will ; bur rathey 
do all you can to better it. | | 

33. Never reproach any Man’s Misfortine, ie 
becaufe Fortune is common to usall, and no. 
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34. Alwaysrelieve good Men ; but he that is 


charitable tothe Bad, beftows Favouts 


upon Dogs, 


that will bark even at their Benefactors. 
35. Be not grave in flight Marters, nor flight 
in grave, becaufe all that is out of Seafon is Im- 


pertinent. 


36. Be careful how you behave your felf in 
Drink, and always rife before you are fuddled ; 
for when the Mind is once over-charg’d with 
Wine, it is like a Horfe that over-throws its 


Rider. 


37. When you have a mind to gain any Man's 
Friendfhip, {peak well-of him, to the End it may 


come to his Hearing. 


38. The beginning of Friendhhipis Praife, and 


of Enmity Derraétion. 
39. When you are about to do 


any thing, 


have Regard to what's paft, which will give you 


a great Light into what's tocome. 
40. Be not over-hafty in your De 


& 
liberations ; 


but when you have once determin’d a Thing, be 


fure to perfevere in it. 


41. Happinefs is the greateft Blefling that can 
come from Heaven, and good Counfel that which 


comes from our felves. 


42. When you have not Courage to begin an 
Attempt, confer firft with your Friend in the third 
Perfon, fo hall you hay his Opinion, withour 


difcovering your felf. | 
43. When you are determin’d to 


advife with 


any one, about doing any thing , confider 
firft how he has behav’d himfelf in his own Af- 
fairs, for it is unlikely he will be able to coun- 


{el you well, when he could not do 


CL aS 


fo to. him- 
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44. Nothing can fpur a Man on more to take ait 
Care of himfelf, than the Confideration of Lof- || 
fes he has fuftain’d by his Indifcretion, for we 
fhould not be fo defirous of Health, were it not i 
for the Incommodities of Sicknefs. ies 

45. Always confurm to the Manners of your Hitt 
Prince, whereby you'll fecure his Favour, and 
confequently have greater Authority with the 
People, 

4.6. When you fhall be promoted to any Poft, 
never advife with bad Men, that are your Infe- 

‘riors, for if you do, you'll be fure to bear all the NX 
Blame of their Counfel. es 

47. Lay down a Publick Charge, rather with | 
Reputation, than Riches ; ever confidering, that 
a good Name is at all Times preferable toa good 
Eftate. 

48. Endeavour to get a Superiority , and yet 
gontent your felf with an Equality. 

49. *Tis better ta be a poor good Man, than a 
rich Knave ; for Riches are only of Ufe tothe Li- 
ving ; and Vertue is of much greater Service to 
the Dead, 

so, Donot envy thofe that enrich themfelves 
unlawfully ; but rather thofe that ruinthemfelves, 
by doing Good ; for though thefe laft have no- 
thing elfe to rely upon, yet will they ftill have 
Virtuous Hopes. 

sr. Enure your Body to Labour, and your 
Mind to Thought ; fo. fhall you be able to effect 
whatever you undertake, and to foxefee whag iE 
will be moft Beneficial to you. iH 

s2. Confider well what you have to do, be- 
caufe oftentimes the Tongue foreftalls tie Mind. is 
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53, Reflect dl hat there is nothing permanent in 
this World; and then you will neither be over- 
joy'd at Pr olperitys nor dejeéted in Adverfity. 

~ “sg 4. Take only two Occafions of fpeaking,either 

‘thofe Thit ings you are well acquainted with, or 

f thofe you fand in need of; for of all others, 
is for the moft Part better to hold one’s » Tongue, 
than rotalk. 
55. Enjoy good Things moderately, and beat 
with Bad patiently. 

56. Endeasouy to be as fecret as you can, for 
it would be abfurd to Keep your Money locked 
UP» and let oviey Body know your Intentions. 

s7; Ever appret hend Reproach, more than Dan- 
zeY, 
it Death is a frightful Thing to wicked Men, 
but the Virtuous need only ftand in awe of Dif- 
honour and lgnominy. 

s9. Live always as fecurely as you can, burt if 
Honour calls you to rifque your Life, ‘tis better to 
fight bravely,than to avoid it fhamefully sefpecially 


a 


Py 


e 


g 


confidering we are all born ro die, and Virtuous 


People have only the Privilege to die well. 


Do Ha ON dear Demonicus, that many of 
the foregoing Precepts, fuic not with your Years. 
i at frft determined not only to Counfel you for 
1¢ prefent,but to leave you Inftructions forthe fu- 
re, which I doubt not you'll foon be able to 
relifh, Not being willing that yon fhould have 
Recourfe to any other Matter, I took Care to int 
fert at once all that I thought might be ufeful to 
yau. Though Youth, like fick People, be gene- 
rally apt to defire whar is hurtful £ for them, yer 
thank the Gods, I have Reafon to coneeive ano- 
ther Opinion of you.. }can ecafily perceive by 
your. 
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your Studies, what your future Life will be, for he 
that fo early canapply himfelf to Vertue, mutt of 
Confequence delight in the Rules that lead him 
to ir. There’s no better Incentive to commen- 
dable Actions, than Confideration of what Con- 
tent they bring ; whereas, onthe contrary, Sloth 
and Luxury both tire and difguft us.. Virtue a- 
Jone can occafion a durable Delight. I cannot 
fay, but that Vice has its Pleafure in the beginning, 
yet Grief and Repentance foon fucceed, and what 
at firft was a Satisfaétion becomes at aft aTormentr. 
Jn all Affairs of this Life we have more Regard 
tothe End, than Beginning, amd judge of every 
thing by its Event. You may alfoconfider, that 
wicked Men have no Conftancy in their Pro- 
ceedings, whereas Virtuous Perfonscannot alter 
their Courfe without expofing themfelves to the 
ereateft Infamy, for what is looked upon as un- 
natural in the former, willbe reputed Monftrous 
inthe latter. If we blame Lyars for uttering Fal- 
fities, much greater Reafon have we to do 
thofe that have all their Manners irregular, for 
they not only do Injury to themfelves, but like- 
wife prove ungrateful to Fortune, who has blef- 
fed them with Riches and Honour. Moreover, 
if we have Regard to the Immortal Gods, we 
may fee what Difference they have always pur 
between Virtue and Vice. ‘Fupiter that begot 
both Hercules and Tantalus, raifed the one to Im- 
mortality for his Vertue, and feverely punifh’d 
the other for his Wickednefs. Thefe Examples 
muft needs induce usto abhor Vice and love Vir~ 
tue. To conclude therefore, dear Desonicus, 1 
do not defire you fhould confine your felf whol- 
ly tomy Precepts: You have many great Poets 
chat willinftruct you how to live; and as uate 
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flyes from Flower to Flower, and takes from each 


‘what is proper for its Purpofe, fo do Ladvife you 


to infpe& all the Manners and Writings of Man- 
kind to form the Condu&t of your Life. Farewel. 


LETTER CX 


Socrates to King Ochus, refufing bis kind 
Proffers, and for what Reafon. 


OU proffer me Part of your Kingdom, and 

invite me to it, buethat not fo much to 
fhare with you in the Government as to govern 
both your Subjects, and your felf. For my Part, 
Lord Ochus,1 have never yet known how fo com- 
mand, and would no more undertake fuch a 
Task, than pretend to play at Dice without ever 
being taught. If others were of the fame mind, 
we fhould doubrlefshave fewer Troubles than we 
have, whereas now the Confidence of thofe that 
are Ignorant exceeds the Ability of fuch as are 
Skilful. - Hence it comes that Fortune is made 
yet greater than fhe really is by thefe Men whofe 
Folly encreafes her Power. Befides, I know well 
that more Honour and Efteem is due to a King, 
than a private Perfon, and as I had rather go a 
Foor, than ride without Skill to manage my 
Horfe, fo fhall 1 never take Care to guild my 
Days with Glorious Afflictions. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXIV. i 


Cicero to Czlius Rufus ; acquainting him how 
he obtain'd the Title of Imperator. 


Cannot be perfuaded yeu have not written to \ 
me, upon your being declar’d Curule eFdile, He 
inafmuch as you were eleéted with fo much Dif- Hi ct 
graceto you know who, and fo much Joy ro all HON 
your Friends. However, notwithftanding this 
happy Creation, which fo delighed my Heart, I nie a 
have nor heard one Word from you fince, which Hay & 
makes me to fear your Letters may have mifcar- IN 
ried, as well as mine. For my Part, I affure you iS 
I never wrote a Packet Home, but yow had an as 
Epiftle enclofed ; neither could I have done other- | 
wife, the whole World being not able to afford 
me a dearer and better Friend than your felf. Be I 
more careful for the farure how you fend your 
Letters, fince the Perfon you write to, may not 
only meet with a Difappointment, but a great 
Diffatisfaction in not hearing from you. As to 
Matters concerning me, behold, Czlius, how it 
falls out ; I fhall gain a Triumph without ever 
joining Battel with the Parthians, whofe Power 
you doubted was far fuperior to mine ; but you ? 
fhould have conceiv’d, at the fame time, that as Hi 
foon as I heard of their Approaches, and confider- Hi 
ed my own Weaknefs, I would retire to fome : 
Poft of Advantage, which I did to the Mountain 
Amanus, that parts my Province of Cilicia, from 

that of Syria, govern’d by Bibulus. The Moun- ih 
tainous People no fooner faw me, though they It, BS 
knew me only by Fame, than they ¢ry’d our, RS 
‘heen fs i Se 
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ts this that Cicero who deliver'd Rome from the 
Con(piracy of Cataline, and to whom the Senate de- 
creed fo great Honours ¢ Let us Worfbip him! Let 
ws Worlhip bim! Yavoided their Superftition, and 
bid them pay their Adoration to the Gods, for 
that 1 was but a Mortal. Caffus, to my great 
Satisfaction, has victorioufly driven the Enemy 
from the Siege of Axtioch, and I have been a 
great while in purfuic of fome Rebels in thefe 
Mountains, Part of whieh have been flain, Part 
taken, and the reft are fled, of whom, neverthe- 
defs E doubt not but togive a good Account {pee- 
dily. They had afew ftrong Places, which fur- 
prizing, we took and fet on Fire. This Succefs, 
though not hitherto compleat, has however oc- 
cafioned the Army to falute me Imperator, accor- 
ding to Cuftom. | received this Honour before 
Tffus, the Place, where I {uppofe Clitarchus has 
already inform’d you, Alexander the Great for- 
erly vanquifh’d Darivs. Soon after 1 con- 
tinued my March againft the aforefaid Rebels, 
who had done much Damage to my Province 5 
but being not able co meet with rhem, I fat down 
before an exceeding ftrong Town call’d Pinde- 
giffus, which 1 have invefted thefe five and twen- 
ty Days, and donot much queftion but to take 
4t, whereof, as foon as accomplifh’d, I fhall not 
fail to acquaint the Senate. Thefe Circumftances, 
dear Celins, 1 thought fit to let you know to en- 
liven thofe Hopes you feem to have of my Suc- 
cefs. But to return to the Parthians, though we 
have done well enough hitherto with them, yet 
by Reafon all Events are doubrful, 1 defiré’ to be 
releafed from my Command, which if you can- 
not procure on my Behalf, Noble Rufus, endea- 
vour at leaft that it may-not be prolong d. oe 
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for what remains, I defire a frequent Correfpon- 
dence with you about all Affairs, whether paft 
or prefent. , Farewel. 


LETTER CXV. 


Servius Sulpitius to Cicero; comforting him Hl 
upon the Death of his Daughter. it 


¥,\OR the Death of your Daughter TuJia, 1 We 
was as truly forrowful as became me; and i 
had I been prefent when that difmal Accident be- i 
fel you, I fhould have lamented fo much,that with 
your own Eyes you might have read my Con- i 
cern: But this being a Common Calamity, to i 
which we are all Subject, I fhall now rather chufe it 
to debate with you the Reafon of your Grief, than 
endeavour to promote it. For what End then i 
fhould you fo exceedingly lament the Lofs of I 
your Talia >? Are not we all liable to the Incon- i 
{tancy of Fortune >. She has already depriv’d us 
of all we ought to efteem, no lefs dear, than our 
Children ?» Why then fhould the Death of ther 
affii€t us? Do you lament the Lofs of Tudia, be- 
caufe fhe is dead? Yes, I know you do: Butthen 
you do not confider , that ic were much better 
for her to die now, than when fhe had the Cares 
of the World more upon her? But why fhoul@ 
the have defired a longer Life ? For what Purpofe 3 
Upon what Hopes ? To marry another_young 
Man, equal with her in Quality, to fee her Chils ss 
dren attain to a flourifhing Eftate, .and arrive iF 
fuccefsfully as Honour and Grandeur. .Thefein- iW 
deed were Bleflings, were they not ordinarily fo 
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accompanied with Cares aad Troubles: Oh! but 
you'll fay, the Lofs of a Child fits neareft the 
Heart. True; but though this may be call’da 
Misfortune ; yet are there thofe that are much 
worfe. YViltell you a Paflage, which, not long 
fince, gave mea great deal of Comfort, in Hopes 
that ic may afford you the like. Sailing from 
efigina towards Megara, in my Return out of 
Afia, | happen’d, on a fudden, to caft my Eyes a- 
bout : Behind me lay e£gina, before Megara, on 
my Right Hand Pyrzews, and on my Left Corinth, 
all four formerly famous Cities ; but now all de- 
folate and demolifh’d. Hereupon I made this 
Refleion : Do we poor wretched Mortals ( quoth 
1) fo afflit and torment our felves for lofing one 
Friend , when we fee {0 many fair Cities could not 
avithfand the Force of Time ¢ Therefore may I fay’ 
to you, Cicero, Do you fo much lament the Expiring 
of one filly Woman's Breath , when both the Empire 
and Provinces lye wafte ? Confider with thy 
felf, Adarcus, that if thy Daughter had not now 
died the muft of Neceflity have done fo ¢’re long. 
Alas! Banith this Paflion from thy Breaft, and ra- 
ther recal co thy Mind Things that are more wor- 
thy of thee ; viz. That thy Daughter liv'd as long 
as was requifite, and that inthe moft flourifhing 
Effare of the Commonwealth ; That fhe faw her 
Father PrctoP$ Con{ul, Augar, and Imperator ; That 
fhe had been married to one of the nobleft young 
Men in Rome, enjoy’d all the Pleafures of her 
Time; and, ina Word, that the at ength died at 
she very Inftanr, wherein the Commonwealth it 
felf fai’'d. Confider therefore, that neither fhe 
nor you have any Reafon to complain of Fortune. 
Moreover, remember thar you are the fame Ci- 


cero that was wontto perfuade and comfort others, 
therefore: 
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therefore ought, by no Means, to grudge your 
felf the Satisfaction of being comforted. Do not 
you imitate thofe foolifh Phyficians, who, while Wii 
they pretend to heal other Mens Maladies, cannot Hi 
Cure their own. Rather have Recourfe to the He 
fame Remedies you have fo often fuccefsfully 
experienced. There isno Grief, bur what length | 
of Time can leflen: Yet ought not you to wait | i 
for that Time, but rather to foreftal ic by your Vi 
Prudence, If it be true, thar the Soul is Immortal, ie 
then Tullia, queftionlefs, out of the Love the bore Hk 
you, and the Affection fhe always had for your Hi 
Friends, would not have you to commit this Er- i xy 
ror. Refufe not therefore this Satisfaétion to your i) 
Daughter's Soul: Refufe it not to your Friends, 
who almoft die to fee you Grieve ; nor to your rs 
Country, who lament every Tear you fhed. Take ag 
Care you donot occafion a Publick Cenfure, Hi) = 
that you are more concern’d at your’ Daughter’s 
Death, than the Calamities of the Common. 
wealth. Iam afham’d to write any more upon 
this Subject, left I feem diffident of your Wifdom, 
We have long experienced your prudent Condu& 
in Profperity ; let us now fee you are able to be- 
have your felf, no lefs commendably in Adverfity. 
As for what has lately happen’d in thefe Parts, 
when I hear your Mind is wholly Calm , 1 will 
give you an Account of it. Farewée® 
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LETTERS of 
LETTER CXVL 
Cicero’s Anfwer. 


Could with with all my Heart, My Dear Ser- 
vius, you. had been in Rome, when this 
arievous Accident befel me, for fince 1 have had 
fo great Confolation from your Letter, I cannot 


fuppofe, but your Perfon would have been much 


more comfortable to me. You have laid before 
me fuch Reafons as are almoft fingly fufhicient to 
aflwage my Grief; yet do not your Words only 
chear ine, and Fellow-feeling fupport me: Your 
Authority alfo turns to my Relief; for methinks 
1am afham’d of not being able to beat Afflictions 
with that Fortitude of Mind, which your great 
Wifdom thinks fit I fhould. Sometimes Iam fo 
over-whelmed with Serrow, that I can no wavs 
refit it; as wanting thofe Comforts, which others 
in like Gafes have enjoy d. » Quintus Maximus; 
Lucius Paulus, and Marcus Cato, though they, had 
all lo& Sons of great Worth, yet, then the Com- 
monwealth was in, that flourifhing Condition, 
that’ fhe eafily recompenced their Sufferings with 
equivalent Honours and Employments. But now 
no other @omfoert remains for me, than that 
which Death has depriv’d me of. I have long 
loft all thofe Ornaments which you recount, and 
which 1, with many painful Endeavours, have 
purchafed. My Mind is now no more. bufied 
with managing the Commonwealth, or my Cli- 
ents Suits... 1 am not able now [to plead a Caufe 
nor Counfel the Senate. In Tullia alone, I am 


bereft of all the Fruits both of my Labours - 
ars 
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Fortunes. But, on the orher Hand, while | 
mye this Misfortune has not happen’d to me ii 
e, but peeendac it felf to you and all my TE 
true 2 Brie ends, then do I begin to be patient, as Hil 
knowing whither to fly, and where to repofe he 
me. 1 your Bofom will I unload my Mean. 
choly Thoughts, and expel the Vapours from 
my Mind by the Brightnefs of your Conver- Ai 
fation : Yer now ’ does this’ new Wound I 
make my old Ones to bleed afrefh, which I i 
looked upon to be long fince healed. » When Hin 
was heretofore banifh’d the Commonwealth, ih 
1 found Comfort in my own Family ; but now, 
alas! I have no fuch Afylum to have Recourfe 
to. Death has now depriv’d me of all: fuch 
Confolation, in ‘taking away my Wife and my 
Daughter. Thus 1 have lott all, both» Publick 
and Pi jvate Comforts, having nothing left, but 
the Conaverfation of Friends to prop me from At 
finking into my Grave. This makes me ihe | Hh 
more earneft in de firing that your Return may. a 
be fpeedy. Letters fign nifie little in Refpect. of ti 
that Benefit which Learned Converfation affords. 
‘Tis for this Reafon I requeft to fee you out of 
Hand, and the rather that we may condule toge- 
ther before it be too late, how to frame our 
felves to the Humour. of one Man, tO pape 
we are now all Subject. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXVIL 


Brutus avd Caffius, to Mark Anthony; # 
Vindication of their Murtheriag Cexfar. 


4 A(JE have read your Letters, much of a Piece 
¥ WY wich your Edict, Outragious, Threatning 
and Unworthy both your felf and us. Mark An- 
shony, we have no ways injured you, neither 
could we have thought you would have won- 
dered that as Pretors and Men of Quality, we 
fhould demand any thing of the Cen/ul: Yet tho 
you take it ill,and we were fo bold as to do it,give 
us leave to admire, that you fhould think much 
to vouchfafe this Favour to Bratus and Caffus. 
Whereas you fay, you tomplain’d not of out 
Levying Soldiers, Impofing Tribute, Muttering 
Arinies, and fending Meflengers beyond Sea, we 
eafily believe you,neverthelefs confefs not that ever 
we did any of thefe Things. We rather wonder, 
that having conceal’dthefe Matters your felf, you 
could not fupprefs your Choler , which has fo 
far tranfported you as to make you Caftin our 
‘Teeth the Death of Czfar. How that can be de- 
fended, I leave you to imagine, What the Pre- 
tors have done to maintaintheir Liberty and Pro- 
perty, by Way of Ediét, is no futhcient Canfe 
for the Coenful to threaten them withArms. It 
matters little you fhould go about to frighten us, 
neither is it probable we, on any Account what- 
ever, would be frighted. Mark Anthony docs wl, 
in endeavouring to enflave thofe very Perfons by 
whom he himfelfand the whole Commonwealth 
has oktain’d Freedom. If we were any Ways 
enclin'é 
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enclin’d to raife a Civil War, your Letters could Hn 
be of no Effect, fince refolure Perfons that prefer Wi 
their Liberty to all Things, have little Regard to Hi 
Threats. One would think you fhould know i) 
that we cannot eafily be provoked ; yet perhaps Hy) 4 
you believe, what we do out of Choice; meerly 1} ess 
proceeds from Fear. However, our Defire is, i 73 


that as long as the Commonwealth may be free, i 

you fhould therein enjoy both Honour and Gran- Li be 

deur. Our Intentions are not to_be at any En- He 

mity with you, yet you muft give us leave to HG 

make more account of our own Liberty, than | hi \ 
| 


your Amity. Confider well what Enterptize you | 
are about to undertake, and what Force you he 
have to fupport it. Think not how long Cz/far / 
lived, but how little hereigned. We beg of the | 
Gods that your Procéedings may be Beneficial as 
ro the Commonwealth, and if otherwife we like- ls) 
wife pray that they may not be too prejudicial to 
your felf. Farewel. 
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Cicero fo Lucius Lucceius, an Hiftor ian, en- 
treating him to write of his Actions. 


AEE 


(i. _oee 
diese 


MO ee SE 


SES 


Have determin’d to break my Mind to you 
by Way of Letter, which cannot bluth, fince i 
fnever durft do fo when prefent in Perfon, and i 
chat througha certain innate Modefty, or I might i 
betrer fay Rudenefs.. I have long had a wonder- 
fal Inclination, and, unlefs 1 am deceived, acom- i 
mendable one too, that you fhotild celebrate my a 
Fame among your other Writings » which tho’ hi 
V 2 you ih 
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You have-often offer’d meto do, yet now you 


“‘muft pardon me, if I follicite you to it;, ford 


am. exceeding defirous of having my Atchieve- 
ments tran{mitted to Pofterity by your Pen.. This 
1 would have: you todo, not only becaufe I hope 
that thereby Death ic felf thall not be able to ex- 
tinguifh the. Refpect due to my Name, but like- 
wife, that, while living, 1 may enjoy that Repu- 
tation which fhali accrue from your Teftimony: 
Now, though I know you have already finifh'd 
both the Foreign and. Civil Wars, and have in- 
terweav'd my Hiftory with them, yet.am I far- 
ther defirous that you fhould write my Tranfacti- 
ons a-part, as among the Gracians, Calijthenes has 
done thofé of the Trojan War, Timaus thole of 
Pyrrbus, and Polybius thofe of Numantia, ‘Per- 
haps this may contribute little. to. my Renown, 
yet I am fatisfied. your Genius will have a larger 
Scope: to fhew. it felf in, by. writing the Life of 
one Man, than relating the Actions of many. 
While I follicite this Favour of you, Lacius, Lam 
con{cious of my great Want of. Confideration, 
in impofing fuch a Task on one that is fo conti- 
nually employed on better Things, and inimpor- 
tuning a Perfonto praife me, that ic may be has 
no Opinion of my Merit. But having once be- 
gun to exceed the Bounds of Modefty ‘tis ufual to 
jay afideall Bafhfulnefs. 1 therefore entreat, nay, 
T require you, tofet the beft. Luftre on my Actions, 
even though they do not deferve, ir, and rather to 
{trike in with my Friendfhip, than abide either 
by Truth or the Laws of,.Hiftory. Neither, 
do I promife miy felf, is this a.Subjeét that. fhall 
any Ways be ungrateful to you,for beginning with 
the Confpiracy of Catiline, and proceeding to my. 
Return from Banifhment, you will meet iD 

uch 
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fuch Variety of Accidents, as may fuficiently en- 


able: you to compile a confiderable Volui Ime, 
Herein you may dif play the Origin of our Civi il 
Difcords , and preferibe Rérhedics for future 
ae ever difcommending what is blame 

nd praifine whatever Occurs that is comm onda- 
be Likewife, if you fhall think fir to ) Write i 
with your wonted Freedom, you may remark i 
the many perfidious Pr aétices, Plots and Tréache- iNet 
ries thar have, from time to time, been devis’ 


again{t me. My continual Misfortunes will pre- ii 
vailon him to take Notice of me, whom no- i 
thing elfe could move ; “an ad tho’ chefe Difafters 


have not been a little irkfom to me, yet will they i) 

neverthelefs be apt to sted e and delight their Rea- | 
act Which among us feels not a fecret Pleafure 
and Satisfaétion in reading the Death of hn hie 
das {lain at the Siege of Mantinea, \ who being | 
mortally wouaded, and heat aring his Shield was ii 
fafe, plucked out the Dart, and yielded con- ! 
tentedly ro his Fate 2 Who will not give more 
than eS Attention to the Flight and Return 
of Themiftocles? ‘Tis true a General Hiftory 

pleafes by its orderly reprefeniins Matters, yet 
abs a particular Relation of the Variable add 
Doubrful Events of one aoa Man’s Life af- 
ford no Iefs Delight. It at once fills us with 
Wonder and Expectation, ro and Sorrow 
and Fear. Now 1 cannot think that Ris Re- 
quel of mine can chit any Je ode ny 

{ go about to flatter you, fince | : 
reputed Envious that admires | you not, thana 
Flatrerer that praifes you. Iam neither fo foo- i 
lifh as to defire to be cele brat ited | aby ¢ one that fhould ii 
not be like to purchafea ea ticular Reputati St tCe | Wt 
Wit and Learning by his Perfo 
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der the Great would have none to paiat him but 


Apelles, Nor tO Carve bim but Ly/ppus, his Rea- 
fon | being, that they fhould both acquire thereby 
immortal Renowr, and himfelf Eternal Remem- 
brance.. No Jefs Power has Hiftory to tranfmit 
’ ir Memories to Pofterity, for Agefilaus, we fcc, 
{till lives by Means of Xexophon’s Pen, though he 
would never fuffer any Statue or Piéture to be 
made ofhim. By having my Actions related by 
you, Luciws, 1 fhall not only have the Advantage 
which Timoleon had from Timeuss Writing his 
Life, and Themiffocles. from the like Performance 
of Herodotus, but likewife have your Reprefenta- 
tion of me confirm’d by the great Authority you 
enjoy in the Commonwealth. Alfo *twill be my 
Fortune in this Cafe not only to hear that inl 
Trumpet which Alexander, when he came to Si- 
gaum {aid Homer had founded in Honour of - 
chilles, but withal fhall fee the Tcftimony of a 
si t and learned Man concerning me. I like 
chat Hector well, whom Nevius brings in rejoy- 
Ci ing, not fo much that he had been praited, as 
that it had been his good Luck to have it done by 
a Praife e-worthy Perfon. If after, all it muft be 
my Misfortune, dear Lucins, that through Bufi- 
nel or any other Hinderance, - you Cannot com- 
ply with my Requeft, I am determined to do this 
Office for my felf, and that after the Example of 
many famous Men. Bur then you know I mutt 
write {paringly both of my Excellencies and 


Faults,or my Performance will gain me littleeither 


of Ciedic or Authority. I muft imitate herein the 
Grecians at their Games, who, though when they 
put the Crowns on others Heads, they were ac- 
cuftomed to proclaim their Praifes, yer when 
themfelves came to be Crowned, they saci! 
ce 
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ced a Stranger to pronounce the Haranguc , left 
they thould be guilty of publifhing their own 
ViSories, To avoid the like Impofition and 
Confinement, I moft earneftly renew my Suit to 
sunt at! eee te »' Pe 
you to fatisfie my Requeft ; and to the end you 
may not wonder I ufe fo many Words, I mutt 
nce more inform you, asi did arfirft, thatl 1 


would, by all means, have Men to judge of mie 
by your Character, and chat while living, I may tit 


enjoy the Fruits of my Glory. If your Affairs HW aeg 
would give you leave, I fhoyld be exceeding Wl es 
glad of your fpeedy Anfwer ; and if you can ie 

comply with my earneft Sollicitations, I will prer Ws 


pare an Abftract of my Life for your perufal. 
Oblige me with your Confent, and perfeverg in th 
loving me, Farewel. | 


a 


Lucius Lucceius zo Cicera ; exhorting bin bik 
litu ne Hs 


either to quit bis Sorrow or his Solitua 


9 


= 


WF you are well, [am clad; for my Part T¥e- 
# main as vfual, or rather fomething worfe. | 
have often enquired after your Health, been {till 
defirous to fee you, and always wonder'd, as } 
now do, haw you could continue fo long out 
of Rome. The Caufe of this is abfolutely un- 


known to me, bat if you love Solitude for the oe 
{ake of Writing, after your wonted Cuftom, Ifee He 


rather Reafon tocommend, than blame you, for irs 
moh w i 


in thefe troublefom Times, your Mind -will cer- IRs 
tainly be more in quiet Abroad than at Home mh 


Befides, after fo many Agirations of Thought I 
| ed V4 ha it 
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aha ty ; 9 Pare 2 i om 
ur Soul muft needs grow weary, and defire 
if 


} : fit 
“Repofe, whence having been long full’ Fraugh 
with Knowledge, you have the Opportunity of 
fénding. daily into. the World, fome Noble 
Work or other, which, as they greatly deliche 
and iniruct us, fo do they no lef augment 
your own Glory. On the other Hand, if the 
Occafion of your Retirement be to give your 
fclf up'a Prey to Sorrow and Grief, I can- 
not but reprehend you. Alas! what mean 
you ¢ Will you obftinately negle&t to difcern 
what is moft. manifeft and apparent, when you 


aré able, by your Wirt, to difcover even what 
is mhoft Secret.2 Will you not underfand that 
contiital, Lamenting fignifies nothing ; and 
that Calamities are rather redoubled , than re- 
movd, by giving Way to them ? Bur if I 
Cannot prevail upon you, by Exhortation, yer 
‘aks our Mutual Love fhould encline you 
1to my Requeft. I entrear you there- 
id your felf of your Troubles, and ro 
‘fh tO Kome, to the end we may enjoy each 
ocher in our common Studies. Two contrary 
lings equally diftraét me ; I would not be bur- 
henfom to you with my Admonitions, and 
yet I would have you to give over your per- 
nicious Refolutions, which, however, I fear are 
too deep rooted. Either take my Advice in the 
one orcontyaue to afflict me with the other, Fares 
Wel, 
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LETTER. CXX, 


Germanicus’s /aft Letter to his Wife Agrip- 
pina, his Children, Relations and Friends ; | i 
requiring them to revenge bis Death. hi 


F the common Courfe of Nature had {natch’d ie 
me fo foon from my Agrippina,my Children, te 
my Country and Friends, { fhould have had juft oN 
Reafon to have complain’d of the Injuftice of the ios 
Gods, for granting me no longer time to affift the aS 
former, inftruét the other, and to férve the latter, nn %, 
but fince I fee my felf depriv’d of Life by the | 
Wiles of Pifo, the Wi:chcraft of his Wife Plan- ! 
cina, and the Treachery of my Enemies, I fhall iH 
Jay afide all Reproaches and Complaints againtt | 
Heaven, and only defire that my Death may be 4 
revenge d. ThePains I feel, are in fome meafure, Mi 
alleviated by the Hopes I have that Juftice thall i 
be done upon my Murtherers. Reprefent, I be- thy, 
feech ye, tothe Emperor, my Father and Uncle, 
that after having undergone all the Injuries ima- 
ginable , and been perfecuted by a thoufand 
Treacheries, I was hurried out of the World by 
Means fo much the more cruel and tormenting, 
as they were unmerited , and moft unjuft. I 
know thofe, who either through Ambition or 
Love were Partizans of my Greatnefs, will ac- 
company my Afhes with Tears of Blood. Iam 
fatisfied , that even they that either envy’d my 
Rife or feared my Valour, would have facrificed 
their Snakes for my Safety. Ina Word, I’mfen- My 
fible that all the World will pity my Misfortune, 
in becoming a Victim to the Bafenefs of a eer ay 
iG Man, th 
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Man , and the Villanies of a. vile Woman. Ju- 


 ftice therefore, the fevereft Juftice 1. require at 


the Hands of the moft Juft Senate. Friends are 
not fo much obliged to lament over the Corps of 
their deceafed Relation or Companion, for that 
were but vain and fruitlefs, as to keep in thetr 
Memories his laft Commands , and to fee them 
accordingly executed. Tears Germanicus hall 
mever want: He fhall be wept over, even by 
thofe thar never knew him, and only heard of him 
by Fame. Your Bufinefs it isto fee my Deathre- , 
veng’d: To you it belongs to get my Murtherers 
punithed, if ye would not have the World to 
think thatfye had a greater Value for my For- 
tune, than Perfon.. I have not fo mean an Opi- 
nion of my Friends as to require only Tears from 
them ; Thofe youfee I can have from the grea- 
teft Strangers. Revenge is what } ask ; Juttice is 
the Thing I defire. Should I not fhow an Incli- 
nation to have my Innocence vindicated by the 
fhedding of their Blood that wrought my Ruine, 
¥ fhould tacitly own a Guilt and Defert ot 
what I had fuffered. But while I thus preach 
up Revenge, I muft confefs Mercy would bet- 
ter become me, as beft fuiting with the Mag: 
nanimity and Grandeur of a Great Man. Many 
Princes have received thofe again into Favour, 
who had been convicted of Plowing againft their 
Lives: Yet can Germanicus never forgive an In- 
jury he has never merited. He would be an E- 
nemy to his Country if he pardon’d thofe that 
had fo greatly injur’d them by his Death. But 
what fignifies Revenge tome! The executing a 
Murtherer could never yet reftore him to Life 
that had been murther’d. All my Concern is 


for you and my County. For my Partl an 
” % 


2 
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oft to the World. You will allcertainly furvive 
me, therefore, if fuch Villains as thefe be fuffered 
to go unpunifh’d, how can any of ye propofe 
Safety to your felves? Your Security lyes in their 
Extirpation. Nothing encourages Villany more 
than the forgiving it. Violent Remedies are. on- 
ly fit for violent Difeafes. But I offend againt 
your Love and Friendfhip, while I feem to have 
the leaft Diftruft of them. Iam fatisfied you will 
lay my fad Cafe at large before the Sexate, and 
procure me that Juftice I have fo well deferved IN 
at their Hands. I know you will ftrenuoufly HAS 
defend my Caufe againft thofe Enemies of mine 
thar may think to invalidate your Teftimony ; 
but I would not have you, neverthelefs, to rifque 
your own Lives in my Vindication. You may 
meet with Opponents of great Power, and my 
Defign is not to hazard your Safety, but only to 
intereft your Affection inmy Favour. I fhall fay 
no more on this Head, becaufe I’m fatisfied I 
write to thofe that both love me and will value 
my Memory. But, O my 4grippina! 1 beg of 
the Gods, thar as thou haft ever been the Mittrifs 
of my Affeétions, thou mayft net, in like man- 
ner, inheric my AffliGtions. The Goodnefs of 
thy Difpofition, the Holinefs of thy Life, and 
the Greatnefs of thy Birth deferve a better Fate 
than that of the Unfortunate Germanicus. Yetall 
{ can do, is, to wifh thee a better, and to fhow 
thee, by my Example, how thou mayft avoid 
being Unhappy. I believe it willnot be a little 
difficult to incline thee to forbear hating thofe 
that have been my Murtherers. I forefee it by 
the Knowledge I have of the Greatnefs of thy an 
Mind. Yet I conjure thee, Agrippina, | intrear 1h 
thee by the Love thou beareft me living, and the i) 
. Remem- i 
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"Remembrance thou oweft me after I am dead; 


nay, by thofe dear Pledges-our Children, thae 
chow wilt moderate the Sallies of thy Soul and 
humble thy felf before the Rigours of Fortune, 
which are not to be contended with. Deftiny 
is not to be oppofed, and all our Efforts againft 
the Power of Fate are alike vain.. What has 
been decreed by the Eternal Gods muft ever be 
comply’d with. Time, perhaps, that has always 
been found a Remedy to our ‘Difatters in ‘this 
World, may, at length, relieve our Afflictions, 
and take off the-Malign Influence of the Stars 
from my Family and Pofterity... They. that will 
have the Benefit of Time muft obey the Laws of 
Time. This I earneftly beg of thee, My Agrip- 
pina; this Favour I moft pailionately require at 


thy Hands. The Egyptian to reprefent our 


ftruggling with Adverfity, figur’d Galliesin their 
Hi ieroglyphick s,;which were row'd againftWind and 
Tide. Out Humanity is ever to give place to 
Deftiny, nor can we any otherwife combate the 
Decrees of Heaven than by Patience and Refigna- 
tion... Endeavour then, My Agrippina, by a re- 
quifite Toleration to, baffle the Malice of thofe 
who hate thy Virtue, fear thy Authority, and 
envy thy hign Birth. Being arrived at Rome with 
my Athes, do HO by untimely 1 Tears, revive the 
Grief of fuch as lov’d me, nor.by immoderate 
Mourning augment the Difldain of» thofe ‘that 
hated me.: \Both are’ alike to be*kept quiet, left 
the one injure. me/yet ie by their Love, as 
rw on Id do by their Hatred. : Beitheré- 
re circumipect and *ribtlede My Agrippina, not 
fo much'that thou mayft not difturb the Athes of 
thy dead Germanicus, who fhall enjoy endlefs) Re- 
pole in the E/y/ian Fields, as that thou mayft be 
| | | in 
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in a Condition to preferve thy Family, educate 
our Children, and {ecurethine.own Safety : Take 
heed above all Thingsnét to” give any Jealoufie 
co-fuch as exceed theé#iim’Power, for Great Peo- 
ple always make it*their Study to. rid themfelves 
ef thofe whom they ftand in awe of} Do not 
fide with the Mob , in Oppofition to thofe Ene- 
mies of mine, who are in Authority, for they 
will not be able to defend thee, efpecially in 
Rome, where the Common -People have not all 
the Liberty they may defire. I know thofe Peo. 
ple lov’d me, I know they will accompany my 
Body to the Funeral Pile, with all the Expreffions 
of Sorrow imaginable;' yet are they not to be 
trufted ; for having. no. Conftancy in their Na. 


tures, they will be apt to vary with every Turn. 


of Fortune. Thou wilt alfo find that U have been 
beloved by the Senate; but do not. make tog 
much ufe. of that Happinefs , left thou ftir y 

either. Envy or Jealoufie, in that great Body, 
wherewith they alwaysabound, and’ which may 
one way.or other turmto.thy prejudice.. After 
all has been faid, confidering the many Perilsthoy 
wilt inevitably meet.with-in this Life,.1 believe 
I fhould defire thee, to.die with me, were ig 


not for the Ambition I have to be lamented byt 


thee after my: Death; that I may yet-live in thy 
Heart, and reign in thine Affeétions. . My Chil- 
dren likewife encline me to perfuade thee tojlive, 
that unhappy asithey are, they may not be yer 
worfe;, by being left; Orphans co the wide World, 
Friends, Relations,..Children, my: Agrippina, I 
have little more to fay to; ye, and think I need 
not recommend my,-laft Will any farcher t@-You. 


i : i L ‘ x 
Donor, grieve that.I dic young, fince L haveliv’d 
to meric, your Affections ; nor be ¢ ‘d 
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my Death by Vile Hands , as being ftill better 


chan to have died by shofe of Juftice. Ceafe there- 


fore to grieve for my Death, and only join your 
united force to get fo exeérable a Murther reven- 
ged. This will be the beft Proof of your Love 
towards me, and procure the greateft Reft co my 
Soul. Farewel for ever. 


LETTER CXXI. 


Polycrité zo Alcibiades ; pafionately expref- 
fing ber Love to him. 


o 


Thought to have ftil’d thee my Heart ! my 
Life! and my Soul! but all thefe, be Witnefs 


Great Fupiter! not being fo dear to me as thy far 


dearer felf, and not being able to find a Name 
more proper to falute thee by, 1 will call thee my 
Alcibiades, mine whilft thou wer't at Athens, 
mine whilft we were happy, but now ‘Jove only 
knows,to whom or how many thou haftrefign’d 
thy Heart. If 1 were an Eye-witnels of this 
Treachery, and faw thee in my Rival’s Arms, 
yet my only Revenge would be my Tears as the 
fole Thing which Fortune had left me, to facri- 
fice to thy Memory. Butdo not believe, my 4/- 
cibiadis, that whilft 1 fear I can ever think thou 
wouldft forfake me, for if I did, my Death and 
not my Pen would have fhewn the ehow greatly 
fach a Lofs affected me, Whilf Iam thus with- 
out Art, demonftrating my Love, to Convince 
thee, my Alcibiades, that 1 am grateful for the 
leaft Favour, I return thee Thanks for the Pre- 
fent fent me by Archimenides, which I have never- 
thelefs refus'd. Give thy Riches Alcibiades to her 


that has an Heart fo mean as to receive them; for 


my 
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fy Part 1 ask only a fincere and difinterefled Love, i 
fuch as mine is; whichthou well knoweft thou WG Sy 
haft long been in Poflefffon6f, whilft thoufands | 
of others have langdrh’d for my Embraces. i 
Whilft all others were rejeéted, thou alone wer’t iMil 
received into my Bofom, and they the Subject 
of our Mockery and of my cold Difdain. To tH 
what end, my Jdlcibiades, thinkeft thou I write this? i) 
That it was not out of a defign upon thy Riches 
is plain,fince thou feeft {have already refus’d them, 
neither have I any Hopes of ever: feeing thee a- 
gain ; yet, my Alcibiades, it feems to me no {mall i 
Guft of Delight that I have an Opportunity thus Waa 
to evaporate my Love, which, in a manner, con- AN 
fumes me. Whilft] am now writing comes into 
my Mind, the many ravifhing Minutes we have 
fpent cogether; the lirtle Arts we practiced to 
deceive my Mother and Sifter ; and the delight- 
ful Converfation and mutual Vows of an Amour, 
which in thofe Days, I looked upon unparallel- Hi 
lable. For the Love of the Gods, don’t altoge-. 
ther fruftrate my Opinion of thee; Let me die 
in the Belief that Fortune, and not Alcibiades, 
was the Occafion of my Difappointment. To 
effeét this, thou haft no more to do than to write 
me a Letter ; but I conjure thee, my Alcibiades, 
let it be fuch as may abound with Paflion and 
Tendernefs , and do it quickly or Idie, ‘but ic 
matters not if I die prefently, being not in a 
Condition to contribute ought ro the Happinefs 
of my Alcibiades while I live. Yes, I will go'to 
the Gods and beg to be thy Guardian-Angel; 
whereby, though I pray ir may be long firft, I 
fhall at length have the Pleafure to accompany 
thee to the Elpjian Shades. ‘There no cruel Se- | 
nate fhall be able to profcribe thee ; there no Fo- 
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reign Wars fhall robb me of thy Embraces; but 


I can no more, I languith, I die, with thee Vi- 


ctory, and bid thee Farewel. 
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LETTER CXXI. 


Thais rhe Corinthian Farloz, to ax Atheni- 
an Chiliarchos, or Centurion; ¢hreatning 
to beat up bis Quarters. 


%7 OUR extravagant Refolutionsand obliging 
% Emotions,Dear Praxagoras, have had no lefs 
Influence over me, thanyourfelf, for by the fame 
mighty Power of Love that triumphs over Ab- 
fence, I find my felf always in your Arms, tho’ 
Iam at never fo great a diftance from you. . I 
am equally regal’d and tormented by Solitude ; 
for while I think on you, Solitude is welcome 
to me, as it prefents me with the agreeable Pro- 
{pest of your Perfon ; but when any Body elfe 
comes into. my Mind, I am every where, and 
no where, in two Minutes... I fly from my felf 
to avoid thinking on any other of your hideous 
Sex, and would willingly give all the World that 
it were lawful to pray to and adore you, as 
fomething of Divine. Tc convince you, Mode- 
fty has not the fame Influence over. me, as you 
fay it has over you, I will fhortly beat up-your 
Quarters infpite of your Adyrmidons ; and then; 
though you fhould. requeft itsof me, expect no 
Mercy, dear Chiliarchus. ‘will bateer you worfe 
than a Broad-fide could, and rouze your Facul- 
ties, beyond the Power of a Demi-culvering. No 
more, but that I bid you Defiance, and:defire 
you 
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you to reli¢ upon feeing me {peedily; before your 
Walls ; till when Farewel. 


LET T-ER CXXIII. 


Afclepion zo Idimantus, a Cynick ; commen 
ding his obfcure Lifes 


Envy thee exceedingly, Idimantis, and highly Hi \ 
approve thy Wifdom, in that being de- BING 
firous to live at eafe , thou avoid’ft marrying left 
thou fhould’ft quarrel with thy Wife, ‘keeping of i 
Servants for fear of being at the trouble of beat- i! 
ing them, or having any other Living Creature , 
about thee, that thou may’ft not have the Care 
of maintaining then. Alone thoudineft, alone 
thou fuppeft, alone thou fleepeft,'and whilft thou 
liveft thus alone, thou enjoyeft all the Satisfaction 
that can be had in this Lifes Having none to 
controul thee, thou obeyeft-no Body, nor doeft 
thou defire tocommand overanyBody. Solitude 
js thy Delight,’ Contemplation thy Diverfion; 
and the Products of the Earth thy Food: Whar- 
ever isin thy Inclination,thou ha ft,forthy Defires 
are alwaysmoderate.. In a Word, I fhould have 
long fince taken'thee for a God, did I not know 
that Gods have for fome time ceafed to affume 
the Shapesof Men. But as thou artin a manner 
Divine, thou wile no doubt be canonized after 
thy Death: Reject my Envy, but accept my 
Love; and Farewel. 
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The Same to Chariclea, diffwading ber from 
turning Whore, though fhe had an zi Huf- 
band. 


OU fay, Chariclea, you are ill married; and 

é therefore hope you may have Leave to feek 
for that Satisfaétion ina Gallant, which you have 
been difappointed of in a Husband, If there 
were nothing to be confider’d inthis Cafe , but 
your being pleafed, I fhould entirely be on yout 
fide ; but as there are Laws and Ordinances, both 
of Natureand the Strate, which require you to be 
true to your Husband's Bed, I'can, by no means, 
difcharge you of that Obligation. True it is, 
moft Fathers, like yours, have more Regatd to 
the Riches of thofe they would marry theix 
Daughters to, than either to their Perfons or 
good Qualities; whence it follows, that though 
the Women have great Equipages when they go 
abroad, yet commonly they Cuckold theirHuf- 
bands before they come home. The beftWay to 
remedy this, would be to match Minds and) Per- 
fons, as well as Eftates; for a Woman, however 
prone flie may be to Adultery, wall hardly-com- 
mit it, where fhe has ro manner of Provocation. 
Some Vicious Ladies perhaps will not be confin’d 
by this Reftriction ; yet, generally {peaking, Men 
are the Erectors of their own Horns. If:a Wo- 
man can refrain from Incontinence, fhe certain- 
ly -betrer deferves Praife, than fhe would have 
done Pardon, if fhe had yielded to it.. The Fair 
Sex alfo, in this Cafe, come of always withthe 
greater 
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@reater Glory; becaufe they are the weaker Vef- 
fels. Though I know, Chariclea, you have all 
the Incentives that can encline Men to tempt you, 
yet muft ladmonith youto bear up againft them ; 
afluring you it will ever be reputed a greater 
Honour for you to be reckon’d among the ob- 
{cure honeft Women, than the moft celebrated 
Whores; Be advifed, and Farewel. 


HPETTER CXXV. 


Marc-Anthony, Imperator, ¢o Hircanus 
Fligh-Prieft and Prince of the Jews ; affaring 
him, and his Country, of future Favour and 
Protection from the Roman Senate. 


AVING underftood by your Ambaflador 

} how great an Efteem and Value you have 
for us, as alfo how well, both you and your 
Countrymen, behaved your felves againft the Ene- 
inies of the Roman Empite that ravaged Afia, 
for which I fuppofe the Sun has fince obfcur'd 
himfelf, as well as for the Crimes commitied a- 
gainft Czfar, we receive ye all into the Number 
of our beft Friends, and having totally fubdued 
Bratus and Caffus, and punifhed them fuitably 
to their Merits, you may affure your  felves 
both yeu and your Country fhall be made Par- 
rakers of this our Happinefs, becauife we have a 
Kindnefs for ye, and defire to promote your 
interefts no lefs chan our own. For this pur- 
pofe, we have already difpatched Circular Let- 
ters into all our Provinces, frictly requiring and 
commanding our Subjects, that thofe ews which 
X 2 Cait 
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LETTERS of 
Caius Caffids had fold, fhould be forthwith fet aé 
berty ris . and, moreover, defiting that ye be all 
itted to the Privileges, which Dolabella, and 
we have formerly eranted ye. We have likewifé 
apie the Lilet gi to molet ye in any manner 
whatever; and have alfo commanded them to 
i reftore all they have fikeen' from ye. In a Word, 
Lac cept the Crown ye fent me, and fo bid ye 


Farewel. 


ETTER CXXVL 


Lucius Antonius, Brother of Marc-Arithony, 
to Auguftus Cx ea upon bis. having be- 
fregec aad taken him Prifoner. 


ET fA DI been a Stranger, O Augultuss and no 
Fh: 1 Roman, | meth have blufhed exceedingly, 
and have blamed my felf for my PuGllanimity in 
fubmirting fo cally to thy Power; but as I am/a 
Citizen of Rome, and have contended with thee 
a Citizen and my suits ca J eannot’ think I 
have any Reaton to repent of what J have done. 
Yet do not believe, Auguffus, that I fay this any 
ways to excufe my felt, or to evade the Punifh- 
ment thouha’ft defien’d me, fince I would never 
jave refign’ dmy Arms, if I had not firft refolv’d 
o fubmicto whatever thoucoald’ft inflict on me. 
My Intentions in.furrendring were not to ob- 
rai Pardon for my felf, bur for tho fe whothought 
all they did was for the Service of the Coniinon- 

wealth. On me therefore » let thy Vengeance 
light, be mine all the Punithment, I undertook 
this War againft thee, not out of any Ambition 
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to teize the Supreme Power, but out of an Incli- 
nation to better the Stare, and reform what had 
Deen violated by the T; riumevirate. This 1 know 
thou canft not blame me for, fince when you 
three confpir’ d together againft our Liberty, fo 
ereat is the Force of Truth, 7 could not but Hit 
own.that your Dominion wa s unjutt and worx- I 
thy Reproach , atid only necefla ary to free you 
from Brutus and Caffius, Ri vais of your infupper- ii 
table Tyranny. Whilft they lived, thou hadt VG 
no other T Thoughts than their Deftruction , well t 
knowing that fhould their Power have prevailed, Hes § 
thine muft of Confequence leflen’d; but after Wi RN 
they. were dead, you very modeitly (ized upon i 
the Republick, and manag ed Hs as you pleated: 
This I being not able co {ee unre enged, endea- 
voured to reftore our City to: its Wa car “nt Laws 
and-Cuftoms; bur fince Fortune has derermined 
that what before wascommon to all, fhould now il 
belong erage to Aueguftus , 1 am contented LI 
to ftoop my Shoulders, and take upon ine’ the 
Yoke of thy Violence. This is my Cafe, and 
this the Caufe-of my Infurreétion, ‘which I have 
been the more willing to relate, chat thou maytt 
have Compaffion. on thefe Followers of mine, 
who have ated only by my Command, and no 
out of the leaft ill Will cothee, but rather to re- 
concile thee :0 the Commonwealth, and toRea- 
fon. If you find any Fault in them, 1 am the 
Oacahees ‘of it; let me therefore, and not they, ihe 
be punifhed for 3 it.  Farewel. 
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LETTER CXXVIL. 
Augufius Cefar’s Anfwer. 


’ Had no fooner underftood that you were ta- 
§ ken Prifoner, O Lucius Antonius, but Limme- 
diately difpofed my felf to fee you, laying afide all 
Thoughts of Revenge, that I might give you the 
freer Accefs tomy Perfon; fince I find you fo ge- 
neroufly fubmit to me. You have deprived me 
of all Power to hurt you. Of all the Injuries 
you have hitherto done me, I effeem, this the 
greateft, inafmuch as you have hereby ty’d up 
my Hands, and taken from me the Liberty of 
doing my felf Juftice, and not as a Captive, but 
a Conqueror, have put me under a Neceflity of 
fing to you for Reconciliation. This. looks.as 
if } had rather been obliged than injured by 
you, fince you can fo confidently furrender your 
felf and Army into my Hands. By thefe Means 
you have wholly difarm’d my Anger, and rob- 
bed me- ofall Power to treat ye as Enemies. 
I will therefore behave my felf towards ye, as 
becomes the Character of Augufus, {wearing 
by the Immortal Gods, that ye fhall not go from 
me deceived in thofe Hopes, with which 1 know 
ye come to me. Farewel. | 
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LETTER CXXVIE 


Herod Kine of Judea, to Auguftus Cefar, 7 
Vindication. of bis fiding with Marc-Ati- 
thony, 47 the Battel of ACiium. 


Ml i} 


af Moft acknowledge, O Aagu/fas , thar I have 
# all along been a faithfal Friend to Anthong, 
ynd that not only as my Duty obliged me, but Hy 
as my Gratitude moved me, having received WISN 
many Favours from him, efpecially the King- WOES 
dom I enjay. This 1 would have made knowa 
ro him in Perfon, had not I been preven ed. in 
that Defign through the Envy of Cleopatra, and 
the Invafions of the Arabs. Thus you may fee 
Neéceflity only, and not Fear, withftood my Mee~ 
ting you in the Field in his Favour. Anthony 
however has no Reafon ta complam of me 5 
for though I could not come my felf ta. his 
Aid, yet did J fend an Army, and good Store 
of Provifions, Neither ought you to efteem me 
ungrateful in the Aitich Wat, fince 1 there did 
all that became me, and all chat could be expe- 
&ed from me. 1 would rather chufe to de-= 
clare my felf an Enemy to Cafar than not ap- 
pear a Friend (0 Anthony, for which 1 doubt not 
but to merit rather your Approbation, than Dif- 
pleafure. With you Merit is ever fafe, whilt 
Vice and Ingratirude are ever in Danger. You 
may. obferve, O Cafar, that I never abandoned | 
my Matter Anthony, whillt he was in Profperity, hy 


neither do I fly him, now he is vanquith’d and 
hy X 4 Grad 


cae 


Oe 


Ce IR EES EE 
oe Sen Pee 
— 

= 


~ 


ORE OLNTEN 
a See, *e) 


312 LETTERS of 

dead. You have not only conquered him 
‘with your Invincible Legions, and your Coun- 
cils, but likewife with your Mannérs. His 
Queen Cleopatra overcame him, Egyptian Beau- 
ty betray’d him, and Alexandrian Luxury de- 
flroy’d him. He chofe rather to be conquer- 
ed with Cleopatra than to be a Conqueror with- 
out her. I would have fain perfuaded him to 
have killed her, and to have taken timely Care 
of himfelf ; but he would never hearken to 
me. _f proifer’d him Comfort in his Afflictions, 
T-profter’d him Forces, and my felf for a Com- 
panion of his Fortune, but all had no Effe& 
upon him. The Witchcraft of Cleopatra had 
taken too great Poffeflion of him, and my Ad- 
rice was wholly neglected, Thus both “y- 
thony and I are conquer’d ; he by Cleopatra, and 
I by Him. He could never be brought to 
forfake that wicked Woman, nor I be induced 
io forego his Intereft. The Kingdom he gave 
me I cannot now pretend a Right to, unlefs I 
have it confirmed by you; therefore when I 
come to ask that Favour, I fhall leave the En- 
hens of Royalty behind me, but not the Cou- 
rage to jultifie what I have done for my 
Friend, Judge of this as you pleafe ; however, 
let the Conftruétion be what ir will, which you 
thall put. upon my Proceeding, I fhall ftill have 
this to comfort me , that I never abandon’d my 
Friend, either Living or Dead. Farewel, 


LETTER 
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LETTER CXxXIX. 
Auguftus Cexfar's Axfwer. 


313 


F-W4HE Gods ever be thy Protectors, O He. Nt 
rod, and mayft thou enjoy the Kingdom ht 

that has been given thee with greater Securi- | 
ty than thou haft hitherto done. I do not dy 
envy thy Virtue, but rather take Pleafure in i 
it, and highly approve of it. Truly thou arr 
worthy to have the Government of many, hi 
fince thou couldft fo well difcharge the Part of ny 
a Friend to one, and even in Adverfity didft’ not OR 
fear , to own thy Friendfhip. What a Friend Wi RS 
thou haft been, thou haft equally fhown in Me 
both Conditions. Though I have conquer’d i 
Anthony, yet dol not pretend any Conqueft over 
thee, fince he that can be fo good 2 Friend, is 
equal even to the greateft of Conquerors. For 
this Reafon thou fhalt not only be always com- 
mended, but valued by me, in as much as no E- we 
vent could alter thy Mind, for thou didft never a- 16 
bandon Azthony, but Anthony thee; and that in 
inclining more to Cleopatra's Words , than thy 
Works. HisIgnorance of his true Intereft is per- 
{picuous, fince he could forfake the very beft of 
his Friends, for the worlt of his Enemies. It 1s 
neverthelefs no wonder that Anthony fhould cling 
fo clofe to Cleopatra after he was conquer’d, fince 
he was taken by her, even while he was Victo- 
rious. Do you admire that this Egyptian Queen 
fhould have the Power to feparate her Paramour 
from you, when fhe could even divide him from 
me, and from my Companion in the Empire, ia 
make hin my Mortal Enemy. Thus you and J, Vt 
being equally flighted and rejected, let us reign | 
toze., 
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together. _ You deferve no lefs than a Crown for 


fubduing the Barbarians , during my abfence in 


the Wars ; for I fhall always look wpon the E- 
nemies of the Fews, as my own, and think thofe 
thar rife againft you, to be Rebels to me, Whilft 
you conquer’d for your felf, you fought for me; 
why then fhould I not confirm the Gift of a 
Kingdom to a Prince that has ever been the De- 
fender of it. What you deferv’d from Anthony, 
you have much more merited from me, therefore 
I fhould be highly ungrateful, if I lefs rewarded 
you. Take the Kingdom you have fojuft a Title 
to, and be affured | will never give you octa- 
fion to lament the Lofs of Anthony ; for after I 
had conquer’d him in Batrel , I fhould fave had 
Caufe to blufh, if I had fuffer’d him to exceed 
tne in Generofity. Farewel. 


LETTER CXKXX 


Poppea to Nero , apon his recalling bis Em- 
prefs OGavia from Banifbment. 


7) EHOLD, O Cafar, a Petitioner for aSecu- 
f ) rity of the Remainder of her Days, who 
could, once pride her felf in the Poffeflion ct 
thy Heart. . Behold her a Suppliant.to thy 
Pity, who was once a Companion. of thy 
Authority. ‘Fupiter Liberator had almoft been 
tyr'd with Sacrifices for her Safety, and Hymen as 
often been appeas’d for her injuring her Husband's 
Bed. Yet unhappy Poppea thou haft been railed 
£0 all this Monftrous Greatnefs, meerly. that thy 
Fall might be the more ‘terrible... What do thy 
Eyes, and thy other Beauties now fignifie, fince 
Cafar can be guilty not only of Inconitancy, but 

| "Treachery. 
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Freachery towards thee. 1 thought that Princes, Hi 
refembling Gods, they could not have been hi 
wrought upon to commit any Thing ill, yet has ii 
Cefar,without a Caufe, forfaken his Poppea, Cafar Hi 
without a Scruple, has forfeited all his Vows and es 
Promifes made her. By this fo fudden Change, iid 
O Emperor, thou haft unhinged my Refolurions, HG 
and made me to doubt whether it would be more Hh 
for my Benefit, tocaft my felf at thy Feet, or my at 
Husband’s. But why may I not hope Favour | 
from thee, when Oéfavia,. that has been. a Profti- l 
tute to an Egyptian Slave, has recover'd the Poflef- Ae 
fion of thy Heart. When fhe that has polluted 3 
thy Name with her brutufh Practices, is a-new oN 
received into thy Bofom. However, Cafar, I ti 
mutt take the Liberty to complain thar the Ex- 
cefs of my Affection was never known to thee; 
otherwife thou couldft not have provd thus un- 
grateful as to have rejected me for Octavia. All 
the World will fatisfie thee, nay, even my Ene- i 
mies, that I have lov’d thee to an extravagant - 
Degree ; yet haft thou given no Credic to. my 
Paflion, meerly that thou mighteft have Occafion 
to withdraw the Reward due to my Conftancy. 
Confider Ingratitude as the very worft of Vices ; 
and though Juftice has not afligned it a Punifh- 
ment fuitable to itsEnornaity, yet is it not never- 
thelefs the more to be tolerated. Recal to thy 
Memory , O Cafar, the many Services 1 have A) 
done thee, how Ihave forfook and polluted my nl 
Husband’s Bed, only to gratifie thy Delires, | 
flighted the Honour of my Family, defpifed the 
Indignation of my Parents, contemned the Ha- 
gard of my Life,and what is much more, proved 
ungrateful to my over-kind Husband Otho, meerly 1 
for thy fake, Whilft thou, on the contrary, after i 
| | "having, 
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having filled my Ears with empty Promifes, and 
vain Expectations, abandoneft me to the mifera- 


ble Contempt of thy Slaves, and my Enemies. 
But let me belicve , Czfar was. not Inconftant 
to me. His Gratitude would never fuffer him 
to be guilty of fuch' an Omiflion, °Twas the 
malign Influence of the Stars that occafion’d my 
Misfortune. I have merited this Juftice from the 


“Wands of the Gods. My Crimes, through the 


Permiffion of the Fates, have chang'd my Ma- 
fter’s Humanity to Rigour: For betraying my 
Husband Ortho, 1 have deferved to be betrayed 
my felf ; and by violating my Faith to him, have 
given Cafar an Excufe for forfeiting histo me : 
Yet pardon me, My Dread Lord, for giving too 
great 4 Loofe to my Tongue., My Delign is to 
Jament my own Wrongs, and not to reflect on 
your Inclinations. You are at Liberty to enjoy 
the polluted Adulterefs, fince no Body dares to 
contradict you in ic ; but yet loving you-as T do, 
how can I forbear to tell you, that you are be- 
trayed. -. The Friends of Ofavia, ar rather her 
Adulterers, have Defigns againft your Life. How 
do you think you can fave your felf, if the fhould 
cometo Rome, fhe that, at a Diftance, breaths Se- 
dition and Rebellion into her Slaves. Conceal’d 
Enemies are ever the moft dangerous. They al- 
ways hide the Hand after they have:ftruck the 
Blow. ‘The Rock that lyes lurking under the 
Waves, deceives the urmoft Sagacity of the moft 
expert Sailor. Who knows, O Czfar , but thy 
moft intimate Friends may be thy fecrer Enemies ? 
Who krows, but that Faith which thou haft re- 
pofed in them may be corrupted to\thy: Ruine? 
Who can -fecure thee,“ but thar rhofe that: pray 
rorthee:in thy Prefence,may in thy Abfence: Sa- 
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oe for thy Déftruétion? Even the Refolu- iN A 
of thofe that mean thee beft, are conti- Wi se 
ually aflaulted by Hopes and Fears. What 
may not a Woman do, that naturally tyran- 
nizes over the Affeétions of Men? Our Sexes Hy 
Tears, though for’the moft Patt derived non ye) 
the Fountain of Hypocrifie, have yet the Virtt i 
toalter the moft tefolute of Hearts ; What ate aN: 
will they be able to do, who have the ftrictelt i 
Obligations to OFavia? They will, no doubt, foon i 
{fpread Snares for thy Greatnefs, and force thee at iN 
once to fall a Sacrifice to the Pleafure of their ee 
Miftrifs. But I conjure t thee, O Cezar, do not or 
Offer to infinuate to me, thar my Reftoration may i WY 
refulc from Offavia’s iforace I. fhould abhor in) SS 
the Happinefs that was obtained i {o meana | 
Canfe. The Glory of my Anceftors will not per- 
mit me to defire another’s Ruine. My Concern 
is only for thy Safety. Thou haft norundoubted! ly 
forgot the late Rumours of Arms,,and the Info- ri 
lencies of the Mob, who could fcarce be refr ain'd, wi 
by the Prudence: of the Confuls, from affaultine | 
thy Sacred Perfon. ‘ Confider , O Cafar, if, du- 
ring Odavia's Banifhmenr, the People have been 
fo daring, what will they be when fhe, that-in- 
fluenced thein, is reftor’d, and become Supreme 
Arbitre ; when fhe char fet'them on hal det 
the Power to favour her Party, and reward thy 
Enemies? J fear fhe may then think to wat i away 
the Stains on her Reputation with thy Bio sod. Alfo 
Revenge, that, in a more peculiar man ber iatataiy 
our Sex, may then put her upon retrieving her 
loft Honour by thy Death : But far be thefe facal 
Suggeitions from Sap oOME co thee. . Thy. Vir. 
cue and Fortune, I hope, will deliver thee from ih 
{ach Calamities ;. or if they cannot, rather Jet the a 
dreadful ii 
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dreadful Blow be levell’d at Poppea, than light up- 


on thy Head.. Though I have feen my Statues 
thrown down by the Fury of the Inconftant 
People, though they have fet Fire to my Tro- 
phies, and loaded'my innocent Name with infa= 
mous unjuft Reproaches , yet fhall 1 bear all pa- 
tiently,, provided the down-fall of my Images 
may fecure the Eftablifhment of thine ; the bur- 
ning of thy Trophies ferve to light up In- 
cence to thy Glory, and the blafpheming my 
Name, contribute to the celebrating of thine. 
On thefe Conditions I abfolve thee, Nero, from 
thy Marriage-Oath, and difmifs all future Pre- 
tentions to thy Affection; only I require from thy 
Clemency a Proteétion for the Remainderof my 
miferable Life : Yet have I never deferved thy In- 
dignation, Czfar, nor forfeited my Title to thy 
former Kindnefles. Tell me in what one thing 
I have erred 2 Perhaps; in bringing into the World 
an Heir to the Empire, or elfein loving thee too 
inuch.The firft Idid to fet afide the Iflue of that vile 
Egyptian Strumpet ; and the latter was wholly 
owing to my want of Power to prevent it. If ex- 
cefs of Love bea Fault, blame thy Goodnefs only 
thatallowed me that Prefumption ; and if bearing 
Children,who could have hindred thar better chan 
thy felf? To juftifiemy Love, Icannot omit to 
temember thee, how thou wert pleafed to exprefs 
thy felf upon the Death of Plautus; ‘Thy Words 
were thefe : What hinders Nero now from preparing 
for thofe Foys, which his Marriage with Poppea auill 
certainly afford him , and which have been hitherto 
deferred, through a thoufand Fears and Chimera’s? 
What hinders him now to rid himfelf of the odious 
Company of OCtavia, on account of the hated Memory 
of ber Father , and the inconfiderate Favours of the 
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People > All thefe, my Lord, were irrefiftible En- 
parements to make me love you. After thou 
Rada deftin’d me for thy Confort, and proclaim- 
ed me thy Emprefs, what lefs Gratitude could 
I fhow than a reciprocal Affection? Yes, I have 
loved thee, Nero, and will continue to do fo, as 
long as the Fateslend me Breath. May I die the 
Minute J am guilty of Ingtatitude, yet do not I 
defire to live meerly for the fake of Life, but to 
enjoy fometimes the fight of him that has ever 
been my Idol: I ask no other Light than what 
reflects from his Eyes, nor any Breath, but what 
is communicated to me from his Lipps. So fin- 
cere a’Love as mine, O Cafar, is rarely to be 
met with, therefore I hope fora fuitable Return ; 
but if thou art determined, notwithftanding all } 
have writ,to Sacrifice me to Oéfavia, I obey, L yield 
to thy Pleafure. Poppea will religioufly meer that 
blow that comes from thy Hand ; but I conjure 
thee, My Lord,letno other Perfon be concern’din 
my death, fince what may be called Fufice in thee, 
will be accounted Sacriledge in another,after I have 
been.dedicated to thy Divinity. No other Sword 
but thine ought to cancel that Affection which 
thou baft: allowed in my Breaft. Strike then, 
plunge the fatal Steel into my Heart, for after thou 
haf thus long deluded me with Hopes, it willbe 
but juft to deliver me at once of my Enemies, and 
my Breath. Farewel, 
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LETTERS. of the Empe- 
ror Fulian, the Apoftate. 


LETTER CXXXL 


The Emperor Julian to. bis Friend ; congratu- 
lating bis Return from figypt. 


WD) ELIEVING thatedigypt enfoy'd the Fruits 
& ) of your Prefence long ago, I could not but 
think on my ufual Exclamation, when I were 
wontto reflect on thar Country. O Fortunate 
Egyptians | who derive fo manyAdvantages from 
your Benefactor Nile ; yet now much more hap- 
py, being in Pofleffion of Learning a Benefit no 
lefs, nay, in my Opinion, far greater, than the 
Bleffings that flow from that River : For the Ferti- 
lity of their Soil, which they oweto his Streams, 
makes them Rich; but the trueft Wealth they 


wee 


may ftill derive from your Tongue, which, by 
rouzing the Minds of their Youth, will direct 
them to. the Treafure of Wifdom. In like 
manner, as Pythagoras did of old, and after him 
) Plato; 
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Plato, when both thofe Philofophers were among 
them. Thefe were my fecret Reflections on the Hl 
Happinels of egypt, from your Prefence ; 
when you all the while lay Incognito{o near us. 
Wherefore on the Receipt of your Letters, my Mi 
Surprize betrayed me to a Sufpicion of their Hl 
Reality , miftrufting fome Deceit fo frongly, 
that I could fearce give Credit. to my. own A its 
Eyes; but how great was my Satisfaction in Ht 
’ being convinced, after I had once read. them iH 
over, from their Eafinefs, Propriety..and Elo- 
quence, that they were yours, fince none could 
forge a Stile with fo many Charms. The Hopes | 
of your Arrival drawing near, I could not bit | 
rejoyce atit, as 1 ought ; becaufe by that you | 
would prefent your Country, at leaft a while, 
with. fomething very defirable. Nor can Irake 
what you fay againft your Native Land for any 
thing, but a pleafant Railery : For tho’ what 
you write of the Clime be true, and that it 
cannot be denied, but the drinking Water is 
brackifh, and moft of. the Bread, Barley, (from 
an Agegravation of which, the Love of your 
Country has reftrained your Pen) yet We owe 
abundance of Thanks to. thar Place. that made 
you a Philofopher. Give, give us at length a 
Proof, that you really at laft contemn the Deli~ 
cacies of e£igypt. The Wife Ulpfes could not be 
induced by Calypfo, nor any other advantagious 
Change, to quit his Barren Ifle of Ithaca, or not 3 
co preter, that to all other Climates. Nor do I ay 
believe the Noble Spartan , that was in e4igypt, Oi Se 
ever accufed his Country, when he reflected on 
the homely Fare of Sparta, But I have fourid La 
the Gaufe of your Quarrel to your Native Soil. i 
YX You | 
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You are infeéted with a Defire of Money 5 and 
when yott are at a little diftance from Gain, you 
fall into Exclainations , ahd long for the Nile, 
a and the Wealth it produces: © This is that which 
ei inakes you think your felf bur a Stranger or 
Gueft, aiid as neslefted arid meagre as Chere- 
phon. But- I’ rather believe you are détained 
by fomé Friendly Nymph, and chat at laft with 
much Repugnance, you experience the mighty 
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Force of Love. ~ Yet beé ‘this as Venus pleafes, 
my Vows fhall in the mean while be for your 
a | Health and Peefence ; anid, in a Word, that you 
1 may ¢’re long be a happy Farher. Fatewel. 
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the Eraperor Julian to the Philofopber Arifto- 
| inenes ; .zaviting bim to. come and fee 
him: 


\O. you delay yout coming till ‘you are 
@ J fummoned ? Are thofe Agreeable and 
Noble Strifes in’ Friendfhip ‘quite worn out 
| of Fafhion, when cach Friend contended’ for 
erforming the firft Friendly Office ¢ - Let us 
have a Care of introducing an unequal’ Law 
a | into Friendfhip, by which we expect thefe For- 
ee | inalities from our Friends, We require from 
| our Common Acquaintance. “Some may pet- 
haps ask, How we can be Friends who never fo 
tnuch as (am each other? W hich Query 1 fhal! 
‘ an{wer 
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an{fwer by another, Whence came we to love thofe 
who liv'd a thoufand, nay, two thouland Years be- 
fore ws? You may anf wer,their Goodnefs produces 
our Love; for we value them becaufe they were 
zood Men. Such would we too be ; and tho’ 
I} confefs, in regard to my felf, we are indeed 
far from that, in AG, yet in Defire, we make 
the neareft Approaches to it. But,-1n fhort, 
if an Invitation to come can bring you, 
you ought now to come ; or if..you defire 
Importunity, I repeat my Prayers ; Wherefore 
I beg you, by Fove the Hofpitable, that you 
come and fhow us a True Grecian among the 
Cappadocians : For, as yet I fee -many, Sacrifice 
unwillingly , very few with a good Will, 
though indeed they are not Men of Learning. 
Farewel. | 
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LETTER CXXXIL 


The Emperor Jalian, zo Ecdicius , Prefect.of 


Aigypt; ordering the Banifbment of St. Ax 
thanafius. 


&7 OU ought to have fent me fomne Account 
of that Enemy of the Gods: Athanafius, tho’ 

you had given me Notice of nothing elfe, efpe- 
cially when you had long before heard our il- 
luftrious Decree. I call the Great Serapis to 
witnefs, that unlefs that Enemy of theGods, 4- 
thanafius, be expelled, not only that City, where- 
in he lives, but likewife all e4zypr. and the Co- 
horts you command , fhall be fined an hundred 
Pound Weight of Gold. You know how tlow: 
Y 2 I am 
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Y am to condemn; and yet how niuch> flowet 


to forgive after Condemnasion. ‘Tis to me rhe 
laft Mortification , that he fhould by his Indu- 
firy fpread fo Univerfal a Contempt of all the 
Gods. In fhort, you cannot. fend me more a- 
preeable News of your Tranfattions, than the 
Expulfion of that wicked Athanafius, entirely 
out of e£gypt, who has prefunt’d, in my Em+ 
pire; to prompt and perfuade the Grecian La- 
dies of Quality to Baptifm. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXIV. 


The Emperor Julian to Artabius, zz Favour 
of the Galilzans. 


WD Y the Gods, I will not have any of the 
Galileans either put to Death, or undergo 
any Severity, contrary to Law and Equity; yet 
am I abfolutely for preferring to them Men of 
Piety and Holinefs. The Madnefs of the Gaii- 
leass, has brought all things almoft to Ruin ; 
we being all protected and fafe by the Favour and 
Benevolence of the Gods, For which Reafon, we 
ought to adore the Gods, and honour both Men 
and Women remarkable for Piety. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXXXvV. 


The Emperor Julian to Georgius, Bi/bop of 
Alexandria; ix Praife of his Eloquence. 


WCould cry out with Uljfes, in the Poet, Art | 
thon come my Telemachus? For you I have [ 
beheld in your Letters, and viewed even the | 
Image of your Mind exprefled in Miniature, I 
as L have feen the Figure of fome Great Deity Ws & 
eraved on a little Seal. The Fame of the Lear- OBR 
ned Phidias fprang not alone from his O/ympick, iy 
or Athenian Fove, but likewife from his {mall IN 
Sculptures, wherein he difcovered abundance of I, 
“Art in a very little Compafs. In this Number 
are his Grathopper, Bee and Flye ; whofe Lead 
aiid Brazen Subftance received a fort of Life from 
the Hand of the Artift: Yet perhaps the fmalleft 
of thefe Animals help’d out the Induftry of the 
Artift the more eafily to deceive and impofeon 
our Eyes. But look oa his Statue of Alexander 
Hunting on Horfcback, carved within the Big- 
nes of a Nail of ones Finger, and you'll find it 
exprefled fo perfe@tly, and with fo great Maftery, 
chat Alexander both wounds the Beaft, and {trikes 
the Beholder,, at the fame time, with the Ter- 
rour of his Countenance. ‘Fhe Motion of the 
Horfe alfo is fo very lively , that Are feems to 
make him difdain the Bounds of the Bafe, 
where he ftands , and to move forward, with 
a fiery Face. The fame Effect have you (moft iy 2 
worthy Georgiws) had on me: For by thofe few i 
Words you lately uttered, you have fufficient- bin Re 
iy demonftzated your Virtue and Bacellencess | SI 
; anck _ 
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| and that in a wonderful manner. You have 
often born away the Prize of Eloquence ; and 
| vou Sess copy the eeuonses Ulyffes, whe a- 
aii ftonifhed and frighten’d the Di abi puet with the 
Re Floquence and Force of his Speeches.. If there- 
im | | fore my Friendfhip can be of any Ufe to you, 
Biel O ¢ Gee orgins , you may freely and at all times 
a command it. The Moufe in the Fable, who 
rewarded the Lion with his Safety, may prove 
thar the Friendfhip of even the Low: ft, is by no 
means defpifable or unufeful. Farewel. 
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Zhe Emperor Julian to Ecdicius , Prefect of 
Aigypt ; ; demanding a patho Ft nguiry bs 
ter the Books of Georgius., Bifbop of A- 
jexandria, murther'd by the People. 


PONT 
Ly) 


Saas 
i Se 


Ca 


mf i,’ V ERY Manhas his peculiar Pleafure ; fome 
| are taken with Feces others with Birds ; 
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fog 
an a fome with wild Beafts S but I even from a 
Boy have always had.a violent Paffion for Books. 
Wherefore I efteeny it an unpardonable Abfur- 
dity to relinquifh this Treafure to thofe, whofe 
i Avarice cannot be fatiated even with Gold, efpe- 
cially when there is fo little Difficulty in depri- 
Ving them of ‘ir This Favour and particu- 
ar Service, you fhall therefore:do me; ufe your 
ai utmoft F indeavours to procure me all the Wri- 
al tings of Georgins. He had many Philofophical, 
many Rhetorical Pieces, and not a few of the. 
Galileans Do&trine : Which indeed I with entire- 
ly loft ; but leaft with them, all the reft fhould 
pera, 
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perifh, | would have you to make a very {trict 
Enquiry after the whole Library. His Library- 
Keeper will be your belt Guide in this Search, 
whoim you may aflure of Liberty, as his Reward ; 
if he be diligent inthis Difcovery : And onthe 
other fide, Jer him know he fhall not efcape the 
Rack, if he prevaricates, and aéts either mali- 
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cioufly or knavifhly. 1 
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Farewel. 
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LETTER CXXXVIL 


Fhe Emperor Julian, Cxiar , Maximus and 
Auguftus, to the People. of Alexandria ; 
Reprimanding them for Affafinating George, 
us, av Arian Bz/hop of that Czty. 


WF neither the Founder of your City, the Great 
5 | Alexander, northe Great God Serapis had any 
Influence on you; yet methinks the Love of your 
Country, the Sentiments of Humanity, the Pre- 
cepts of your Duty, and the Confideration of me, 
ought to have been regarded by you. Of me, 
i fay, to. whom all the Gods, and chiefly: Ser¢- 
pis, has committed the Fimpire of the W orld, and 
who had a Right, and Intereft to enquire ito, 
any Injury or Affront that was offered you, bus 
you were perhaps milled by Anger: and that fu 
tious Rage, which, when once it has difturbed 
the Mind, impels fankind to the committing 
Of the moft barbarous’ and bloody Crueltics, 
which by a fudden Impulfe betrayed you ta 
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fear of that Reprehenfion your felves would juft- 
ly, have given to the tumultuous Riots of a Peo- 
ple without a Head. For tell me, by Serapis I 
charge you tell me, I fay, what were the heinous 
Offences of Georgius ; that raifed you with fuch 
Violence againfthim ? I fuppofe you will an- 
{wer, his Inftigation of Confantius againft you ; 
His calling an Army into the Holy City; His 
invading arbitrarily, likea King, the moft Sa- 
cred Temple of all -£gypt, {poiling it of all its 
Holy Statues, Gifts and Ornaments: And for 
pouring his armed Soldiers in upon you, when 
he found your Zeal for the God and his Sacred 
Treafures, had raifed your Anger ; and made 
you fly to the Help of the’ Deity. But was it a 
{ufficient Motive for you to pollute the Holy 
City a fecond Time, becaufe he had done it 
once? Imagine not that your Zealous Anger 
for the Gods, will juftifie the Outrage, when 
ihe Laws were open for Punithment of the 
Guilty ; to which had you left Georgius, you had 
not incurred. the Crime of Murther, for then 
you had-applied the juft Remedy to the Evil; 
Law and Equity, which would have been an 
abfolute Security to your Perfans and Inno- 
cence, a {ure Punifhment to the Author of thefe 
Impieties, and a Reftraint and Awful Curb to all 
others who contemn the Gods, and have no Re- 
gard for. thofe Noble Flourifhing and Populous 
Cities, who think the Hvercife of Cruelty a- 
gainft them, an Addition ro their Power. Com- 
pare therefore this prefent with my former Ler- 
ters to you, and you'll eafily find I cannot fend 
you thefe Praifes now, with which my former 
Were filled, becaufe-you have tranfgrefled thefe 
| | ) 3 "Bounds 
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Bounds of Right, the Obfervation of which till i 
now made you dear to me. Confider, takea qh 
View of what you have done ; acivilized People Ae 
have prefumed to aflault, and like fo many Dogs ii 
or Beafts of Prey, to tear aMan to Pieces, without 
Shame and Confufion, for the Brutality. of the 
Faét; who have not taken Care to preferve their 
Hands pure from Blood, to offer Sacrifices to the | 
Immortal Gods. But you may urge in your De- t 
fence, That Georgius deferved the Sufferings he Te 
met with: I own it, nay, that he merited far i N 
greater at your Suit, but not by your Hands ; HE ie 
For you all ought religioufly to obferve and pay Ss 
a Deference to the Laws of your Country ; nor al 
ought any private Violation of them to encourage 
a Publick Invading of the Laws and Inftirures 
of our Forefathers, which ought always to be 
Sacred and Holy in the Adminiftration of the 
Publick. You have weighty Reafon, O ye Men 
of Alexandria, to thank the Gods for your good 
Fortune, that thefe Crimes of yours are com- 
mitted in my Reign, who am bribed to a Partia- 
lity for you, both outof my Refpect tothe Gods, 
to whom your Piety betray’d you to this Tranf- 
greflion, and by a fraternal Love, which I yer 
preferve for you from my Grandfather andUncle, 
who govern'd both you ande#gypr. For “tis 
moft certain, that the Infolent Riots of altumultu- 
ous People, are never fufferedin a fevere and 
good Reign, whofe Authority is not contemned, 
but like a grievous Difeafe is cured by a more 
‘grievous Medicine: But, for the Reafons I have 
juft mentioned, 1 apply a much more eafie Re- 
medy, that is, Friendly Admonitions, which J 
hope you will have the more Regard to, in as 
much ‘as you are of the Greek Original, and’ yet 
: retain 
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rerain among you, both in Mind and Body, Great 
and Mlufrious Marks of True Nobility; and laflly 
| and chiefly becaufe you are my own peculiar Reo- 
ai ple. ..Farewel. 


Nay LETTER CXXXVUL 


i The Emperor Julian to bis Uncle Julian; te. 
clear himfelf of the Death of Conftan- 
tius. 


"W Have {carce time to write this £0 you, if now 
fi being the third Hour of the Night, and ail 
| about me fo bufie, that I have none to depute 
mh hie) this Office co. 1 am alive by the Favour of the 

| Gods, and delivered fromthe fuffering or doing 
the greateft Mifchiefs imaginable. But the E- 
cunal Sun, (whofe help andAfiftancel , in the 
| firft Place, implored) And Jupiter the Sovereign 
i | of Heaven, are my: Witneffes that I not only never 
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withed the Death of Con/fantias, but, on tae Con- 
trary, always moftearneltly defired his Life. You 
will ask me then.the Reafon of my advancing £0- 
wardshim ; I anfwer,in Obedience to the Gods, 
who had apparently promifed me Security and 
Succefs, if Lcomply’d with their Commands, im- 
pofing a Condition on my Stay where I was, 
which I beg the Gods to,avert,. Farther, being 
already by him declared:a Foe, 1 advanced in or- 
der only to terrific him into Reafon, and by thofe 
Means that we might have come toa more friend- 
ly Parly, and.an amicable Incerview, Or if thexe 
were no'avoiding War ,, 1 refolved,to leave the. 
Succels of alto Fortune, and the Gods, andex~ 
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pected whatever their Clemency thought fir to 
Deftow. Farewel. 


LETTER CXXXIX, 


The Emperor Julian, to the Philofopher Max- 
 imus ; who was the Perfon that perverted 
bim. 3 


¥Ufe your Letters as Alexander the Great is 
§ faid to have done the Poems of Homer ; I 
fleep with them under my Pillow, and read them 
daily over and over, with as frefh a Defire, as 
if they were always new. Wherefore if- you 
would allow me the Converfation of your 
Pen, that is, if you would give me a perfect 
PiGture of. your felf, write, and wrire daily, or 
rather by the Favour and Permiffion of the Gods 
come to me, afluring. your felf thar I have no 
perfect Enjoyment of Life in your Abfence, ex- 
cept in your Letters. Farewel. 


Sara oT 


LETTER CXL. 


The Emperor Julian to the Same ; fent toge- 
ther with his Writings , which he fubmits 
to the Correction of that Philofopher. 


HE Fables affure us, That the Eagle foars 

| aloft with her Callow Young, oppofing 
themto the Rays of the Sun , that the God might 
difcover his true from hisfpurious flue. In like 
we , i _ Man 
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manner fend I my Writings to you, as to Ader- 
cury, the God of Eloquence , that, if you can 
bear them,you may determine, according to youy 
Judgment, whether they fhall be publifhed, or 
if not that you immediately throw them away 
as Strangers to the Mufes , or elfe commit them 
to the Floods.as Adulterous. The Rhimethus does 
the Gauls no Injury, when it bears away their 
fpurious Iffue, a8 the Revenger of the polluted 
Nuptial Bed, fince it bears up, and fupports on 
the Surface of its Waters the Off-{pring of the 
Virtuous Embraces , and reftores them to the 
Arms of the trembling and expecting Mother, 
and by faving the Infanr, proves a certain Te- 
ftimony of the chaft and uncorrupted Marriage- 
Bed.  Farewel. : 


LETTER CXL. 


The Emperor Julian to Oribafius ;- Being av. 
Account of his Dream, and a Complaint. of 
Eufebius the Eunuch. 


HE Divine Blomer tells us, There are two 
Doorsto the Place of Dreams, and that a 

far different Credit muft be given tothe Pre- 
dictions of thofe that come out of each. Yet 
certainly, if evér you forefaw any thing in Sleep, 
your laft Dream ‘was very Prognoftic, “for ¥’my 
felf had one not unlike it. Adethought I faw in 
a large Hall, a lofty {preading Tree, bending towards 
the Grotnd, under which, at its Root, was a {mall 
flowrifhing tender and kindred Sprout: But lavas not 
alittle concerned, left. that little Tree fhould be ae- 
st Proved. 
ar a 
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fireyed and grubbed up with the greater. Approaching 
mearer,I faw the great one faln all along onthe Earth, 
and the little one upright, but [ulpended above the 
Ground ; which when I (aw, I, with a great deal of. 
Rageand Labour, cried out, Alas! how great aTree 
is fallen , and how near perifhing too is its little Kina 
dred Sprout! Here a Man, to me entirely unknowm, i (6 
bid me veflect and confider what I faw, and to be of i Ve 
good Courage, for fince its Root yet remained in the | 

Ground, that little Tree would revive, and fix it 
felf the more firmly. This was my Dream, yet 
what it forebodes, the Gods alone can tell ¢ But I 
{ earneftly defire fome Information about that | 
wicked Eunuch, and whether what he faid of 
me was before or after he faw me, in which E |) 
would have you to give me the beft Light you i 
can: He knows very well, how often I have ABs’ 
overlooked; and connived.at his vexing the Peo= 1) 2 
ple of the Province, to fo partial a degree, as 
was unworthy indeed of my Dignity, while 
fome Complaints I would not: hear, others £ 
would not allow; others 1 would nor believe, 
and imputed many to the Fault of his Friends and 
Domefticks. But when he would Stigmatize me 
with fo foul a Blot, by fending; his Miflive Pam- 
phlets abroad, full of all the Infamous Contume- 
liesand Accufations he could forge, whatought 
I not to have done ? Should 1 be Paflive, hold my 
Peace, and put up the Affront, or attack him 2 
The firft would be bafe and fervile , as well-as 
difpleafing to the Gods, the latter, tis true, would 
be both juft and brave, and worthy a Freeman, 
but this could not then be executed, by reafon Vi 
of thofe many important Affairs , 1 was embar. ha 
rafled with and involved in at that time. You wil! bi 
ask methen, what Courfe Lrook ; why before a i 
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great many Perfons, who I knew would be fure 


ro give him a full Account of the Matter, Lonly 
faid, There is no doubi but he will corre bis Wri- 
tings, for now he isextremely iutemperater, and out« 
ragious. This Moderation of mine,. was fo far 
from reducing him to Modefty and Temper, that 
he flew out into fuch Extravagancies,\ as.no mo- 
deft, Tyrant would have attempted , efpecially 
when he knew me fo near him. What coulda 
Difciple of Plato and. Ariftotle’s do upon this Oc- 
cafion? Should I furrender the Miferable into 
the Hands of Robbets ? or rather defend thofe as 
well asl could, who now (1 believe.) are near 
their End, by their abandoned Contrivance. Cer- 
tainly there can be nothing more bafe, nor more 
unworthy the Rites of Burial; than for the Mili-. 
tary Tribunesto quit their Ranks, though inthe 
Face of Death, whem they were to refcue the - 
Unhappy from Injury, .efpecially when they 
were to, fight againft fuch a Company of Ban- 
ditti, wath fo well farnifhed an Army. as mine, 
and with the Gods as Friends. But in all the 
Events ef Fortune,’ and all our Enterprizes , the 
gieateft Comfort .a\ Man can find, is a clear 
and unfpotted Confcience. I hope the Gods 
will {pare thac Man of Probity Salaftiws: Nor 
fhould;1 efteem it any Evil, if he were to be 
my {peedy Succeffor: For a fhort time {pent in- 
nocently. ‘and well, I judge preferable to. an Im- 
mortality of Sinning.. The Peripatetick Philofo- 
phy is not more fluggifh than the Sreick, notwith- 
ftanding the falfe Imputations of fome Men: . Be- 
twixt which I take this to be the true Difference, 
that one is the more cunning and turbulent, and 
the other more prudent, that is to perfeverein 
our Opinion withoutChange. Farewel. ««- 

LETTER 
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The Emperor Julian, zo Eugenius the Philofo- \ 
pher; Defiring him to write to him. 


; HEY tell us; that Dedalss attempted by 
| Art to vanquith the Defeéts of Nature, ma- ii 
king his Son Icarus Wings of Wax to bear him hy 
aloft from his Confinement. Y admire his Arr, 
but cannot his Prudence,in committing the Safety 
of his Son to fo frail aSupport before any one elfe 
had made Tryal of the Experiment. But could 
IT have the With of Anacreon, and be converted 
into a Bird, it fhould not be to fly to Olympus , or 
onany Amorous Expedition; or Complaint , bue 
to the Summits of your Mountains, ‘%o Embrace 
thee my Care, aS Sappho has it.’ But fincé Nature 
has confined me to this Prifon of my Body, and 
does not permit ne to bear my felf thro’ the fub- 
blime Regions of the Air, T'll follow you at leaft 
on thole Wings fhe gives me, for T will write to 
you, and fo be with you that Way’ 1 may. 
Certainly Homer ufed the Epithet Winged to Words, 
becaufe they might be fent into what Part of the 
World we pleafe, for they fly away hke fwift 
Birds where-ever we command them. Bur you, 
ty Friend, in your turn, ought to write tome ; 
for you have a Pen of as ftrong “or ftronger a 
Wing than mine, by which you can touch your 
Friends, and varioufly deliehr therm , as if you 
were prefent: Farewel. 
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LETTER CXL. 


Yhe Emperor Julian to Eccbolus:s perfuading 
him that in Returning Silver for Gold, he 
dealt fairly by him; fince Silver was ihe 
more Excellent Metal. 


; 


their Brightnefs and Splendor, to the mott 
Bright and Excellent Matter of the Univerfe. 
The wife Homer gives the Epithet Muffrious to 
Silver, and fays, You Silver Streams to the Water ; 
becaufe they gave a gay and bright Reflection, as 
if enlightned by the Rays of the Sun. The Beau- 
tiful Sappho fays, You Silwer Moon 5 and for that 
reafon will have it, that all the other Planets are 
obfcured by her: Wherefore fuffer me to com- 

are the Gods to Silver,rather than Gold. For lam 
not the firft chat affert,thatSilver is more adapted to 
the ufe of Mankind, than Gold, that is more com 
iaendable, nor hides it {clf in the Ground from 
the Eyes and Hands of Men, like Gold, but is 
agreeable to the View; and mere convenient for 
che Neceffities of Life, All this is the Opinion 
of the Antients themfelves, if therefore, in Re- 
turn forthe Gold you fent me, Iremit you Silver, 
believe not your Prefent under-paid; or that you 
are lefs obliged than i am; nor irnagine you have 
had in this the Fate of Gladcus in the Exchange 
of his Arms ; for Diomedes himfelf would not 
have changed Silver Arms for thofe of Gold, be- 
caufe thefe were much more ufeful, and fitter like 
iead to blunr and rebate the Edge of a Sword, 
than thofe of Gold. 1 have from yout own 


Words, taken this Handle of Jefting with the 
greater 


p INDAR, fays the Silver Mufes, comparing 
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greater Freedom. But if you would fend me 
Prefents more precious. and valuable than Gold 
write daily to me ; for I fhould prefer the leaft 
Letter from you much beyond the greateft Ad: 
vantages I am capable of expecting. Farewel. 


LETTER CXL, — 


The Emperor Julian to Euftochius ; calling bis 
Friend to the Elonour of the Confulthip. 


WIHE Wife Hefied fays, We ought to invite 

our Neighbours to our Feafts, that they 
may be merry with us, who have a fhare of 
our Misfortunes. But I’m of Opinion, we 
ought rather to invite our Friends, than Neigh- 
bours, becaufe a Neighbour may be our Ene- 
my, which a Friend can no more be, than 
Black White, or Cold Heat. Bur that you 
have always been my Friend, of a Conftanc 
and unfhaken Fidelicy, my Zealous Love for 
you. is a fufhcient Proof. Come therefore, 
come to me that you may take Pofleflion, of the 
Dignity of the Confulfhip. If you defire any 
thing more, know Ihave fent for your Friends 
Enodia, and Enodins. Farewel. 


LETTERS of 


LETTER. CXLV. 


The Emperor Julian fo Callixina, Jdeffowing 
on bim a double Priefthood, for his Con- 
Stancy to the Polytheifm. 


Ss aT 


¢, 


Big f Juft Man is only try’d by Time, according 
i a tothe Antients; but I fhall Venture to add, 
at wat That by Time I have try’d a Pious and Reltgious 
A Man. You'll fay , the Love and Faith of Pem- 
ha) | Jope to her Husband, was difcovered by Time ; 
ive || but who, thar has not made a Debauch in the 
Juice of the drowfie AMandragora would prefer 
a Woman’s Love of her Husband to Piety and 
Religion. Nor will any Man, that confiders 
rizhtly think the Love of Penelope to her Hut- 
band, though the perpetual Theme of fuccee- 
ding Ages, bears any Proportion to thy Merit, 
a when they reflect on the Iniquity of the Times, 
til | and the different Caufes, as well as different Try- 
| als ve have both gone through. © But do. not 
you look on that asa finall Praife, when for your 
Actions the whole Senate of the Gods .will return 
you their Thanks, and when I crown your Me- 
rit with a double Priefthood, adding to that you 
| already enjoy thofe of Ceres, and. the Mother of the 
Gods, in the Sacred City of Pefinum. Fayewcel. 
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LETTER CXLVL 

Lhe Emperor Julian to zhe illu[trious Serapion ; 
containing the Praife of Figgs, and of the 
Number of 100, from a Prefent fent by him 
of an Hundred Figgs of Damatcus. | 
PVHE Prefent generally made our Friends, is 
ft sPraife, but I fend you an Hundred long 


Figgs of Damafcus , the agreeable Profpect of a 
delicious Banquet. Their Number, I muft con- 


fefs, were too inconfiderable to Delight, did nor. 


their Beauty f{ufficiently fupply that Defect. If 
you'll believe Ariffophaues, there is nothing {wee- 
ter, or more delicious than a Figg , except Ho- 
ney ; nor, a little after, will he yield the Prefe- 
rence even toHoney. Herodotus, to give a lively 
Image of a perfeét Solitude and Defart-Place, 
fays, It had neither Figg, nor any other Thing that 
avas Good, as if aFigg was the King of Fruits, or 
that where Figgs are td be found, there could no 
other Good be wanting. Wife Homer alfo, who 
praifes the reft of Fruir, either on Account of their 
Magnitude,Beauty or Goodnefs, to the Figg alone, 
gives the Title of Saveer. He calls Honey Yellow, to 
avoid beftowing the Name of Sweet on that which 
fometimes is Bitter. But toa Figg he appro- 
priates the Epithet, Sweet by Reafon in its Pro- 
priety ic challenges that Name. Hippocrates tells 

you", Honey is fweet to the Tafte , but bitter to the 

Smell, from whom I, by no Means, diflent, be- 

caufe, by Univerfal Opinion, it breeds the Spleen, 
and changes the Humours into a contrary Tatte ; 

which yet plainer demonftrates its bitter Naeure : 

For if chat were nor its Original, it could neve 
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be changed into Bitter. But the Figg is not ons 
ly fweet to the Tafte, bur odorous to the Smell ; 
and fo ufeful to Mankind, that Arifotle chinks it 
A Specifick againft all manner of Poifon, and that 
for this Reafon, in that it is eaten both ar the be- 
ginning and ‘end of a Meal, as if it were the only 
Sacred Remedy againft the Injuries of Food. Who- 
ever knows its ufe, will nor doubr but that Figgs 
were confecrated to the Gods, made ufe of on 
all Altars, as fit for all Incenfe, by rhe Inftirution 
of fome wife Prieft, skill’d in the Holy Rites of 
Heaven. The Learned Theophraftus in his Trea- 
tife of Agriculture , {peaking of thofe Trees that 
would admit of Inoculation, chiefly celebrates 
the Figg-Tree, for receiving the Buds of other 
Trees in greater Variety, and with more Suc- 
cefs than any other whatever; infomuch that if 
you lopp’d off ev’ry Branch, and graffed a feve- 
cal Cienon each,yet would it maintain and fuflice 
them all; fo that a View of this one Tree could 
-fometimes fupply you with a Profpectof a whole 
Garden, fending from its own Body Nuttiment 
and Subftance to the various and numerous Pro- 
geny of different Fruits. And whereasthe Fruits 
of other Trees laft but a while, unableto bear any 
Age, that of the Figg Tree out-lives the prefenr 
Year, and remains Good at the Appearance of 
the enfuing. Homer, in bis Defcription of the 
Gardens of Alcinons tells us, the Fruit there had 
feveral Ages ; and though that might be but a 
Poetical Fable, as ro the reft, yer ‘ts certainly 
true, as tothe Figg, which is the moft lafting 
Fruit the Garden produces. This is ‘the general 
Nature of the Figg, bur with us, it is miuch 
more Excellent, tor as in Comparifon with other 
Planis, it, without Controverfie, Carries away 
the 
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the Pre-eminence, fo among Figgs thofe of Da- 
mafeus excel ; nor without Reafon, for it is bat iit 
Juft the True City of Fove, the Eye of all the 2 
Eaft (1 mean the Large and Sacred Damafcus) Hi, Be 
as fhe excels all others m the Pomp of her Sacri- } 
fices, Magnificence of her Temples , Seafons of 
the Year, Brightnefs and Clearnefs of her Foun- 
tains, the Multicnde of her Rivers, and Fertility 
of her Soil, fhould be particular in the Excellence 
of this Fruix. For which Reafon this Tree will il ew 
not endure Tranfplanring, nor retain, its Good- oN 
neis out of its own Clime, as difdaining a Fo- iy 
xeign Birth, Gold and Silver are to be found in i 
manv Countries: But ours alone bears this Plant, 
which plainly refufcs to grow to Perfection any 
where elfe. As the Perfian Silk, Indian Raritics, I 
and whatever is moft precious in the e#thiopian 
Countries, is, by the Merchants, tranfported to 
other Nations, fo export we our Figgs to all Re- 
gions, as being in no other Place to be had 
Good; nor is there any People fo diftant, or 
I(land fo remote, which has nor a Value for this 
Trafick, and a Relith of its Sweetnefs,. The Ta- 
bles of Kings have the Figg for an Ornament ; 
and it crowns the Pomp of every Banquet. Nei- 
ther Cheefcake, Tart, Bifcuic, or any part of the 
niceftDefert can boaft half theCharms of this Fruit 5 
fo wonderfully does it excel! all others whatfoever. 
Other Figgs are enly Good in Autumn, or when 
dry’d, but thefe of Damafcus, are fo, bothon the 
Tree and when they are laid in the Sun. If you 
view their Beauty on the Trees, and how, with 
their long Stems, they dangle down from ew'sy 
Bough ; how the Tree furrounds its Fruit 10 a Hi 
Circle ; and how, by that Roundneis, it varies 
its Form, you would think them fo many Jeweis || 
banging froma Chain about the Neck, There | 
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is a Myftery in the Art of preferving thefe Figgs, 
as curious as they are pleafanr ; for they are not 
like others of this kind thrown up in Heapes, 
and placed in the Sun; but they are gather’d 
one by one, and fingly hang on the Walls from 
Thorny Branches, partly, that they may whiten, 
by the daily Influence of the pure Rays of the Sun, 
and partly, to fecurethem from Vermin, andthe 
Beaks of little Birds by the Thorns and Prickles. 
Thus much for the Birth, Sweetne/s, Preparation 
and Ufe of our Figgs of Damafcus. Now I fhall 
fhow you the Excellence of the Centenary Number. 
Homer, in my Opinion, did not lightly, and with- 
out Caufe furnith Fove, in his Poem, with a Hun- 
dred-fold Shield, but couches under that Number 
fome great and hidden Secret ; that is, he gave 
the moft perfect Number to the moft perfect of 
the Gods; or becaufe the whole Univerfe, ex- 
prefled by the Orb of the Shield, could not be 
defcribed but by the Centenary Number. For the 
fame Reafon the Hundred-handed Briareus is plac'd 
next that God, and contends with his faid Fa- 
ther, to exprefs the Perfeétion of his Strength, by 
the moft perfect of Numbers. Thus the’ Theban 
Pindar, finging the Triumphs of Fupiter over the 
Giant Typheus,; thinks he defcrioes the Gran- 
deur of the Vanquither fuficiently, by telling us 
he overthrew the Hundred-headed Monfter at a 
Blow ; as if no other Giant durft contend with 
Fove, but he whom his Mother had arm’d with 
an Hundred Heads, or that no God, but ‘Fupiter, 
could obtain fo fignal a Viétory. The Lytic Poet 
Synsonides, Calls Apollo, by Way of Praife, Ekaton, 
and by this alone, as aSacred Note or Mark, a- 
dores his Surname , for killing the Serpent Pythoz 
with an Hundred Arrows: Nay, he feems moré 


4 3 RNR Sea BINNS Pes Bt aaa) wu ET Ty a gem areny Lit ahs ¥ pi 
WIGNER SEE NE SITING TTY Bae ES 


th ANTIENTS. 343 
pleas'd to be call’d E&aton, than Pythian, as ta- 
king that for an Hereditary Name or Title. 
Crete, that was the Nurfe of Jupiter , as the 
Reward of her firft receiving the new-born 
God, receiv’d the Glory of one Hundred Cities. Hi 
Thebes was Call’d Hecatontapolis by Homer, from Hh 
the Magnificence of having an Hundred Gates. 
VIl pafs over the Hecatombs of the Gods, the * He- 
catomped Temples , Altars of an Hundred Pede- 
ftals, the Centenary Cloyfters or Galleries ; Fields 
of an Hundred Acres, and all other Things, as Hi 
well Divine as Humane, diftinguifh'd by the i 
Number of an Hundred, This Number diftin- Wi 
guifhes the Orders of War and Peace, the Mili- 
tary Forces being divided into Centuries, under | 
Ceuturions, and the Judges of Civil Affairs, Mar- nl S 
fhal’d in that Number. Butthe Laws of an E- a 
piftle forbid my proceeding farther; and I think iis 
{ mutt ask your Pardon for bringing more In- | 
flances already than the Matter requir'd. If; by 
your Approbation, my Letter be allow’d te rife 
to a Mediocrity of Goodnefs, 1 am fatisfied, for 
then it may jultly pafs on the Eyes of others, fup- 
ported by the Authority of your Judgment ; but 
if it ftands in need of Correction, it Cannot fall 
into better-qualified Hands ‘to tranfmit it perfect 
tothe Publick View. Farewel. 
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The Emperor Jalian ; to Yamblichus the Philo 
Sopher ; celebrating bis. Praife. 


WH YLYS SES. thought it enough.to reprefs his 
+ 5ons Opinion of him,. by faying, 


ped an no God, why doft thou equal ime to the 
dmuaortals ¢ 


But lam, indced, fcarce io much.as a: Man, while 
i am abfent. from Jamblichus ; yet muft 1 avow 
iny felf ftudious to ferve , and defirous to: fee 
him. ..Nor fhall any ones Opinion of my Un- 
worthynefs, deter me from that Love of you, 
which I-fhall ever profefs.. 1 find nor that the 
Multitude of Admirers of excellent Statues , has 
ever leflened the Praife of the Artift, but, thaton 
the contrary, by their Paflionfor.them, they have 
yender’d-them a more true and lively Delight. 
Your Complement of placing me among the wife 
Men of old, makes me not fo blind,. as. not co.fee 
that fam as far from their Merit, as 1 own my 
{elf {hort of their Difcipline and Learning. But 
in you arenot only join’d Pindar, Democritus and 
the Antient Orpheus, but alfo all the Greek Philo- 
fophers that have ever flourifh’d in that kindof 
Knowledge, in like manner as the Harmony 
arifing out of the various Sounds: of the Lyre, pro- 
duces aiperfect. Mufical Compofition, ~ They tell 
us. the, e£gyptian Proteus chang'd, himfelf into 
various. Forms, as being afraid. to;,difcover his 
Wafdomito thoefe that enquir'd any thing of hima. 
Dut 
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But if Proteus was wile indeed, as Homer aflures 
us he was\Mafter of a great deal of Wifdom, tho” 
I muft approve thar, yet muft I always condemn 
his Temper, it being alrogether unbecoming a 
good Man, and the Part indeed of awicked Im- 
poftor, toconceal himfelf on purpofe to avoiddo- 
ing Good to Mankind. How great an Admira- 
tion and Veneration therefore, do you challenge 
from us, firft-in that your Wifdom equals that of 
Proteus, and much more, becaufe you are not a 
Niggard of your Noble Qualifications, as he was, 
bur rather impart your Vertue and Knowledge 
of the fublimeft Sciences, and difperfe your fhining 
Rays around, like the Sun, to all Men, not only 
by inftruGting the prefent by your Difcourfes and 
Example, but likewife the abfent by your Wri- 
tings. In this you excel the Antient Orpheus; for 
whereas he confum’d his Time and Artin footh- 
ing and taming Wild Beafts; you, as if you 
were placed in this World for nothing but the 
Health of all Mankind, in all Places imitate the 
Hand of e4fculapius, and’ with that Saluriferous 
and Eloquent Voice, difpenfe Inftruction to all 
the Earth ; Which makes me judge that Homer, 
if alive’, would more juftly have faid of you, 
than of him he did, | 


One yet alive [preads round the {pacious Glebe. 


For you alone cherifh and nourifh that Fire of 
Antient Form, which is, as it were, a Sacred 
Spark of Real and Fruitful Learning. Wherefore 
grant (O Jupiter the Preferver, and Holy Mer- 
cary) the Enjoyment of long Life to lamblichus, 
the Common Benefactor to Mankind: And 
fince it is not tobe doubted, but that the Ansz- 
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a) ‘ents made fuch juft Vows and Prayers for, and by 
ee them lengthened the Lives of Homer, Plato, So- 
i: erates and other Perfons of Confpicuous Merie 
ain that appear’d among them, fo it can’t be amifs 
me in us to pour out the like to the Immortal Gods 
: ro prolong to an extreme and happy old Age, the 
ye Life of a Man equal to them all, both in Morals 
e | and Eloquence, Farewel. 
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; The Emperor Julian to Amerius ;° comforting 
him upox the Lofs of his Wife. 
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%7 OUR Letter concerning the Lofs of your 

YW. Wife, I affure you, coft.me fome Tears. 

*Tis indeed ajuft Caule of Grief to have a young, 

handfome, chafte and dear Wife ; and, more- 

over, the Mother of a beautiful Off-{pring fnatch- 


~~. > 
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ed away before her Time, likea Taper juft light- 
ed, and foun after extinguithed; but that this 
fhould be your Cafe, is what gives me a fenfible 
Concern: For, indeed, my Dear Amerius, you, 
of all Men,’ deferv’d Jeaft to tafte the bitter Cup 
| of any Misfortune, or Sorrow, being fo Eminent 
for your Eloquence, and your Friendfhip, But 
were I writing to any other, on this Occafion I 
fhould be much more Prolix, by muftering up 
all che Arguments I could draw from the Gom- 
mon Fate of all Men, which, is compell’d by. in- 
evitable Deftiny, to undergo Difafters, .efpeci- 
ally the Death of Friends ; the Confideration of 
which is the greateft Comfort on fuch Accidents, 
Ming : 4 anc 


PN Oe SN A TN 


the ANTIENTS. 347 


and many other Topicks for the eafing an exor- 
bitant Sorrow; but fince it would feem too mean 
to urge thofe Arguments we ufe to the Igno- 
xant, to one that teaches and inftructs others, 
omitting all other Lenitives, I will only relate 
you a Fable, or rather the true and real Saying of 
a wife Man, perhaps not unknown to you, tho’ 
to many, from whence you may take as healing 
a Draught of Joy as Telemachus is {aid to have 
done froth the Spartan Damfel. They aflure us, 
that Democritus of Abdera told Darius, when no- 
thing could allay his Grief for the Death of his 
young beautiful Wife, that he would raife her 
rom the Dead, if he would but fupply him with 
the Neceflaries requir’d for fuch an Operation. 
TheKing bid him command whatever he pleas’d, 
without Regard to the Expence. The Philofo- 
pher, after a little Paufe, replies , Al Things elfe 
have {ufficient, only one Material Ingredient I want, 
which I can by no Meansimagine how to come by, but 
you perbaps ({peaking to Darius) being King of all 
Afia, may beable to find it out. Being ask’d, what 
wonderful Thing this was, which only fo great 
a King could find? He reply'd, if the King 
would command the Names of three Women 
to be ingrav’d on his Wive's Tomb , whom no 
Body had ever grieved for, fhe would undoube- 
edly return to Life. But Darivs, on Enquiry, 
finding none of that kind , Democritus laughing, 
as he us’d todo, cry'd out, Art not thou, O Da- 
rius! one of the foolifheft of Men, who alone defireft 
to efcape that, which no Man elfe ever did, or ever 
ovill, for you will find that the woft happy and fortunate 
of this Life, have felt fome private Sorrows. This 
indeed was a juft Method totake with Darius a 
Barbarian, and one obnoxious and obfequious 


+ 


wa 


WG FEILER IEE oe es @ 
/ fi * +; ws < Ps i 
VATS Meer ri 


Vy 
ED 
4k avi 


Lae xf 
Ties 


xT 


+ Maa 2 2 
NOS, Nn he oF, 


om + Roel ur 
PRS eee Neh 


ss 


ae 


ree 
., 


= 
eel 


ss — % 


— 


~ 


A 
2 ~ 


a 
nS Se tae 
m= A 


Crea // 
+. 


ae 


Sass 


Salhi I a! he a 


mA) ee 


ie 1 te Ss . 
i - ae a Bate 
= SSE _— ° 
a a ee = ’ 


ae 


348 LETTERS of 


ro Pleafure and Grief ; but you, being both a 
Grecian and ftudious of True Learning, ought to 
derive the Command of your felf from your 
{elf : For indeed it would be a fhame, too infa- 
mous, to deny thatto Reafon, which Time would 
certainly obtain. Farewel. 


ee 


CET F ER OA 


The Emperor Julian to Arfacius, Pontifex or 
Chief Prie(t of Galatia ; about the Methods 
of promoting the Reftoration of Idolatry. 


T-FAHE fmall Progrefs the Gentile. Religion 
_. makes fo very fhort of my.,Defires, “is 
owing to the Profeflors thereof. ‘The Gifts we 
have received from the Gods , are Splendid, 
Great and more Excellent, than: we could shave 
the Confidence.to wifh or hope: For fuch. and 
fo greata Change in fofhort a Time, (.be Nemefis 
propitious to what I fay) who could not long 
fince, have expected. But what is.the Caufe of 
our acquiefcing here, of our refting fatished wiih 
what is already done, as if there were nothing 
farther requifite to be done? or. why. do we not 
rather turn our Eyes to confider what-has given 
fuch Growth to the Impious Religion of. the 
Chriftians 2 I mean their Care of and Benignity 
ro Strangers, their Burying the Dead, and that 
Sanétimony of Life which they put on. ; All this, 
1am of Opinion, we oughttruly and fincerely to 
perform. Nor. do 1 think this fufieient, but 
would have you to oblige all the Galatian Priefts, 
either by Threats or. Realon to. be Men. of deison 
. : and 
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and Honefty, or otherwife to degrade them from 
the Priefthood, if they, their Wives and Family 
are not exemplar in their Affiduity, in adoring 
the Gods and attending their Temples, and that 
they fuffer nor the Wives, Servants or Children 
of the Galileans to behave themfelves infolently to 
the Gods, or prefer Impiety to Piety. Next ex- 
hoit the Priefts not to go to any of the Publick 
Showes, or drink iv Taverns, and Pubick Houfes, 
or profefs any mean or infamous Art or Trade. 
Reward thofe that are obedient to you in this 
Reformation, and expel the Refraétory. Build a 
great many Hofpitals, and Inns, in every City, 
for the Benefit of Travellers ; to the end Srran- 
gers may enjoy the Advantagesof our Liberality, 
and not only thofe of our Religion, but likewife 
the Profeffors of the contrary, may have the Benefit 
of them,if they are deftitute of Mony. I have found 
Out a Fund for fupplying you with Neceflaries for 
perfecting all this | have ordered. For Ihave com- 
manded to be deliver’d to you 30000 Buthels of 
Wheat, and 6ooco Quarts of Wine Annually, 
the fifth Part of which I allot to the Poor thar 
ferve the Priefts, and order the reft to be diftribu- 
ted among the poor Travellers asd Beggars for 
their Relief, Fortis a fhame, that whereas nore 
of the Fews are’ fuffer’d to beg, being fupplied 
by their Seét, ‘and the Impious Galileans not only 
feed their own, but our Poors alfo, that the fol- 
lowers of our Religion fhould feem deftirute of 
that Help and Relief, which we ought to fupply 
ours with. Teach therefore the Gentiles to lay 
out their Money in fuch good Offices; and ufethe 
Country People to offering their firft Fruits to the 
Gods, and thefe fort of Aéts of Beneficence, and 
make it appear to them, that this isa Duty of 
very 
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very Antient and Venerable Original ; for Homer 
introduces Evmeus; {peaking thus : 
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Bute If fome poor Gueft flould to my Houfe refort, 
i ih My Smiles fhould give bim welcome: My Wealth 
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ee Proceed from Jove ; not Great my Store, but 
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Let us not therefore fuffer others co rob us of 
our Praife, by an Imitation of our good Actions, 
whilft we, through Sloth and Negligence, be- 
come infamous ; left we thus feem to betray our 
Piety othe Gods. If I hear of your Diligenee in 
the Execution of thefe Commands, you'will give 
me a great dedi of Joy and Pleafure. Very fel- 
dom go tothe Palace, to make your Court to the 
Governours; but often write to them. Ler ne 
| Prieft go’ out to meet them in the Street on their 
| Publick Entries ; and only attend their coming 

within the Temple, when they defign thither, 
| nor fhall any Soldier march before them, though 
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they are, at Liberty to’ follow in what Number 
they pleafe. Buras fooh'as they enter the Tem- 
ple, they become private Perfons, and you are 
Chief of all within thofe Sacred’ Walls, accor- 
ding to the Divine Law. Thofe, that obey you 
are Pious, and thofe, who, our of Arrogance, re- 
fit you, are Oftentatious Boafters, Hypocrites, 
and Seekers of Vain-glory.. lam ready to bring 
Relief to Peffinus, provided he propitiates the Mo- 
ther of the Gods: Butif he prefumes to defpife 
and contemn her, he will not only incur the Pe- 
nalty of the Laws, but, what is yet more, will 
provoke me to avery high Degree. /For. ‘tis aw 
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with the happy Gods, Perfuade him therefore to l 
adore the Mother of the Gods, if he defires ] 
fhould take him under my Care and Protection. : 
Farewel. ii 
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The Emperor Julian, to the Chriflian Profeffors ir 
in the Schools ; forbidding them to make i 
ufe of, or teach any of the Greek Authors. 


E efteem True Doéttrine to confit in 2 i * 
W folid Affection of the Mind well inftru- 
Sed, a true and Certain Judgement, and in Max- 
ims of Good and Evil, of what’s Honeft Or Dit- | 
honeft, not in the Oftentatious Sound of Tongue 
and Pompous Words. Thofe therefore, who be- 
lieve one thing and teach their Scholase another, 
feem as difttant from mee ee as Honefty. Nay, : 
the leaft Difference betwixt the Tongue Ares i 
Mind is Difhoneft, though the Guile do tC ex- 
ceed. Thofe that, in Matters of highest 1 m ie 
tance, teach what they do not credit them felves ; 
arelike ill Vintners » whopalm on the Company 
ftum’d Wine, which they know: to be abomina- 
bly Bad. All Profeflors therefore of any Part of 
) Learning, ought to be Honeft Moral Men, and 
fhould not advance new upftart Opinions, foreign 
to the Senfe aud received Notions of the People. 
Such efpecially ought thofe to be, who inftruc 
Youth inthe Writings of the Antients, be they 
either Rbetoricians, Grammarians, OF principally | 
Sophifs, who pretend nor only to inftruct in i) 
Werds, in Language, but even in Morals, and FS 
Cchal- | 
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ie challenge to themfelves a Right to Political Le- 
ea ‘ures, and delivering Rules and Maxims of State, 
nd theAdminiftration of Commonwealths, ce: Whe= 
a ther thefe Pretences are juft or not, I fhall: not 
yaa now enquire; Icommend their Aim at fo Noble 

and excellent a Science, but they fhould have a 
; much greater Praife from me, if they were more 
ae Veracious, and did not Confute themfelves , by 
Saha believing one thing, while they teach a contrary 
. to their Scholars. Flomer, Hefiod, Demmofthenes, He- 
vodotus, Thucydides, Ifocrates, Lycias, &C. learned 
io and wrote under the .4u/pices of the Gods. Does 
aay pot one of thefe think himfelf facred to Mercury, 
another tothe Mufes ?) Wherefore it feems tome 
abfurd for thefe Pedagogues to explain and teach 
thefe Books, who tidicule and contemn thofe 
Gods which thefe Authors ador’d. ‘But not be- 
caufe I think this Abfurd, do I oblige or com- 
mand them to change their Opinion for the fake 
of their Scholars ; I give them this Choice, that 
mf either they teach no more what they think not 
i) Good, or if they had rather ftill teach on; that 
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they teach firft fincerely andtruly , and convince 
their Scholars that Homer, Hefiod, and the reft of 
thofe whom they explain, and whom they con- 
demn as guilty of Impiety, Madnefs, and Errorto 
e 7 the Gods, were no fuch Men. For elfe they mutt 
| argue themfelves guilty of the higheft Avarice, 
and Bafenefs, living by the Writings of thefe Men, 

which they do only for the fake of a few poor 

Drachma’s, Till now indeed there concurd a 

great many Circumftances and Things, which 

deny’d them the Freedom of a Recourfe to the 

| Temples ; and Fear might be allow’d a fufficient 
" Plea for their not explaining the True Notions, 


and Opinions of the Gods. But now when Li- 
berty, 
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berty, by the Favour of rhofe Deities, is ¢ftabli- 


fhed, it. feems.to me. extreincly abfurd to teach 
Men thofe Authors, whom they efteem Wicked : 
Yet iftthey. think there is any Wifdom in the 
Books they teach, and whofe Interpreters they 
fir, lec them firft ftudy to imitate their Piety co 
the Gods. . Burif they think chofe Aurhors guilty 
of Offence againft the moft Holy Immortals, then 
let them go into the Churches of the Galilzans, 
and there explain Adaztthew and Luke ; in Obe- 
dience to whom you forbid Men our Religious 
Worfhip. I would have your Ears, and your 
Tongue (to ufe your Phrafe ) to be born again 
in thefe Things, of which I with always to par- 
ticipate, and that with all char Love me, This 
Common Law fhall be eftablith’d for all Teachers, 
School-mafters and Inftructors of Youth: For 
there fhall be no Force usd to thofe that have 
a mind to hear, but they fhall be left. co their 
Liberty. I think it unjaft to thru out, the 
Youth from the Right Path, who are yet igno- 
rant of the Road they take, or to. compel them 
by Force ro purfue the Inftitutes of their Fore- 
fathers. Although indeed it would be jult per- 
haps. to cure them againft their Will, and in 
{fpight of their Refiftance as impotent and mad : 
yet, for my part, I leave them all to a Liberty of 
enjoying their Difeafe, for we ough to help, nor 
punifh, chofé that are Delirious. Farewcl, 
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LETTER CLI. 


Kbe Emperor Julian to Ecebolus ; conceruing 
the Arrian Chriftians at Edefla: 


Ve paft Decrees, regarding all the Galilaans 
in general, are full of Clemency and Hu- 
manity, which ordain that no Force be offer’d 
to any of them, that none be obliged againft 
their Will to go to the Temples, nor thar any 
faffer Indigniry or Abufe. But thofe of the 4r- 
rian Church, being wanton in their Abundance 
of Riches , have invaded the Valentinians, and 
done thofe Things at Edef, which never before 
happened in any Civilized and Well-govern'd 
City ; wherefore, in purfuit of the Command 
of their admirable Law, to the. end they. may 
find the eafier Paflage to Heaven, I have ordered 
all theiy Money and Wealth to be feized, and af- 
terwards to be divided among the Soldiers, and 
as for their Eftates, I have ordain’d them to be di- 
{tributed among my Friends. This I have done, 
that their Poverty might teach them Wifdom, 
and that they might not be depriv'd of the King- 
dom of Heaven, which they hope for. We alfo 
now decree and command, that thofe of Ede//a re- 
frain all manner of Sedition and Riotous Frays, left 
that defpifing my Humanity and Mildnefs, they 
bring upon themfelves the Punifhment of the In- 
folence and Intemperance of the reft, by Sword, 
Exile and Fire. Farewel. 3 
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LETTER CLL 


The Emperor Julian.to the People; containing 
a Remifiion of fame Arrears: of their. Taxes, 
“pon a Petition prefented him. .~ 


Prince that had an Eye’ on ‘his Proff, AR 
A and Gain, would never héarken ‘to your i 
Petition ;\-or fuffer the Publick Reventie to be 
leflen'd by any private Favour. ‘Bur fince my 
Defign'is t0 be as Beneficial, as I Can, tO’ my ' 
Subjeéts 5 ard ‘not’ ‘to gather as much from 
them:as I can ;" I’forgive thar which is due 
to me. That is, one half I: give tothe Sol- 
diers, the other to your felves ; who will en- 
joy even that which’ they receive, fince “tis 
beftow’d for your Peace and Security. We 
therefore remit what is due from you to the 
Third: Tribute; But, for' the furure, pay as you 
us’d to do ; for this Gift is‘ very Large, and 
we muft-not wholly ‘negleét the’ Common. 
wealth. I have ‘wrote’ about this to the Pre- 
feds, that! you may} in Effet , enjoy what I 
have now given ‘you ‘by Words. Farewel, 


356 LETTERS of 


LETTER. CL. 


Va The Emperor Julian to Zeno, a Chriftian Phy- 
Wo fician;:recalling. him from Exile, into which 
he had been:driven by the Arians , ‘on Ac- 
count of bis Religzon: au’ 


f MONG many Proofs of. the Excellence 
you. are arrivd to: in Phyfick, aswell as 
| ro an equal Temperance and Conftancy of Mo- 
Baw rals, at this time your drawing the Eyes, Hearts 
and Withes of all the Alexandrians upon you;is the 
ereateft, fo great a Sting have you left behind 
youinthem ; nor indeed without Reafon, :for 
Homer jattly has it,-'Fhat 
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One Phyfician is worth athoufand Common Men. 


| But you are not only.a Phyfician ,\ but a Matter 
| and Inftruétor of all thofe-that profefs that Sci- 
ence, you being to them What they are to the 

People. This is the Caufe of your honourable 

Recalling from Exile: For if you were driven out 

of Alexandria by the Georgian Faction, you were 

: illegally expell’d, and may, juftly return. Go 
| back therefore with Honour , and your Antient 
Dignity, and I challenge the Favour of both, by 
reftoring Zeno tothe Alexandrians, and Alexandria 
10 Zeno. Farewel. | 


EL ANA me YMA Te A Le PO BA 


th ANTIENTS. 357 i ; 


LETTER CLIV. 


Cicero to Curio ; recommending Milo to him, 
with a great deal of Earneftne(s, and re- 
quefting that he would have as much Care of 
his Dignity and Confulfbip, as of bis onn. 


E had -not yet'the News’ of your Arrival 

in Italy, when I fent Sextus ‘fulins the in- 

timate Acquaintance of my. Friend 44/0, with 
thefe Letters to you: Butafloon as your Return | 
was thought near, and it was known you had | 
left Afiz, on yout Journey to Rome, the Impor- | 
tance of my Bufinefs requiring a fpeedy Convey- TRY 
ance of my Pacquet, I was not apprehenfive of aS 
having difpatched it too foon. Were I fenfible 
my SerVicesto you were as great as yOu are 
always pleafed to declare them, J fhould be much 
snore cautious, and modeft in prefling a Requeft 
of any confiderable Confequence ; for ‘tis with. 
Reluétance, a Man of Prudence beggs a. Favour 
of Moment of one whom he thinks he has obli- 
ged, left he fhould rather feem to exact it as a 
Debt, than defire it.as a Kindnefs. But fincethe 
Benefits I have received from you are either 
known to all, or. diftinguithed for their Excel- 
lence-and GreatnefS.by the very Novelty and 
peculiar Emergencies of the times of ny Adm1- NG 
niftration, and fince a Candid and Ingenuous i 
Mind, would chufe to encreafe the Obligations | 
it has to a ConGderable Benefactor, by defiring 
_ frefhServices, I made no Difficulty of begging a 
Favour of you by Letter ; which I eiteem both 


the greareft and moft neceflary i could ask. For BG 
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i found in my felf not the leaft Sufpicion that I 


‘was not capable of behaving my felfas I ought 


undet your innumerable Obligations ; efpecially 
when I hopd there was no Benefit fo Great 
which my Mind was not capacious enough 
either to. receive or returh with all the Addi- 
tions of Gratitude: 1 have placed and fixed all 
my Study, Labour, Care, Induftry , Thought, 
nay my whole Mind on Milo’s Confulfhip, and am 
of Opinion, that therein I ought not only to feek 
the Fruit of my Service, but alfo-the Praife of 
Piety: Nor do I think‘any Man ever had fo 
follicitous a, Concern for his Safety, and For- 
tunes, as I have for his Honour, in. whom I 
have centerd all is dear to me. I know it. 
is fo much in your Power to ferve him, (if you 
pleafe) that we need not apply our felves to any 
Body elfe. What we have on our own fide already, 
is the Good Will of all Good Men, won by his 
Tribune{hip, on my Account, as | hope you are 
fenfible, of the Vulgar, by the Magnificence of 
his Donations, the natural Liberality of Youth, 
and the Zeat of Men of Intereft in the Suffrages, 
by his particular Excellence and Addrefs, or Di- 
figence in that Kind: Alfo he has my Vote due 
to Juftice and paft Favours, which perhaps gives 
it a Reputation, and Advantage 1t might other- 
wife be deftitute of. Wherefore if you can rea- 
fonably conclude from my Zeal and Solicitude 
for Milo, that 1 am not forgetful of Obligations, 
or ungrateful to you, but that I am an honeft 
Man, and, in a Word, if you can think me 
Worthy your Favours arid Services, I muft beg 
with the laft Importunity you will free me 
from my Care by anfwering. my Defire , that 
| you 
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you devote your Endeavours at prefent to my Wh 
Praife, or fpeak more truly to your own Ne 
Safety. As for Adilo. I can aflure you, and dare 
engage, you fhall never meet with a Man of 
a more folid Mind, more Conftancy or more 
Gratitude. If you but embrace his Caufe, fs 
you will fo infinitely oblige and engage ine, Nh 
thar I muft acknowledge I fhall then owe as 
much to you in my Reputation, as in my 
Safety. I fhould write more on this Point, as 
how much my Duty engaged me in it, and i 
how all I value is concerned in this Petition, i 
for the Confulfhip of Milo, fo that I thould 
leave nothing unattempted to compafs it, were 4 
I not fuddenly to fee you, . All J fhall JIN 
now add, is, that I commend and_ deliver HER 
into. your Hands this whole Affair, this whole 
Caufe, nay, my whole felf, with an Aflurance, 
that if you grant this Requeft, J fhall think 
my felf more obliged to you, than to Milo 
himfelf: For my Safety (in which he aflitted 
me) was not fo dear and valuable to me, as 
the Return of his Service would be agreeable 
and pleafant, which J am confident J may com- 
pafs by youalone. Farewel. 
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Cicero to Servius Sulpitius ; debating, whe- 
ther they ought. or .not to. fly from Italy 
to Pompey: 


¥ Received yours at Camanum , on the Third 

of the Calends of May ; from which I per- 
ceiv'd the Neglect and Imprudence of Philo~ 
tinus, who fent’ me that’ Letter by another 
Hand, which he ought to have brought him- 
felf, being charg’d' with fo much of your Bu- 
finefs to me, as that Epiftle feem’d to intimate : 
But after the perufal of ir, I faw your Pofbumia, 
and my Servius, who defir’d me to’ urge your 
Coming to Cumanum. As for your defire of my 
Advice, thar I can fooner follow than give: 
For what could 1 prefume to-perfuade’ a Man 
of your Wifdom and Authority to ? ‘If ‘we 
enquire what is the moft Rightful, that 1s as 
plain, “as what is the moft convenient and 
fafe- is obfcure. But if, as we ought , we'e- 
{teem nothing Convenient and Safe, but what 
is confiftent with Juftice and Honour, there 
could remain no Doubt of what Courfe we 
ought to take. As for your Opinion, That 
both our Caufes are the fame, ‘tis moft true 
we Were equally in an Error, when our Senti- 
ments were equally Juft: For all our Councils 
and Aim were to keep Things from an open Rup- 
ture ; which being what would have been the 
mo advantageous Thing itt the Worldto Cefar, 
we believed our Zeal to that End, could not like- 
wife fail of being very acceptable to him. But 
you 
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you fee how far he has deceived us, and to it 
what an Extremity he has driven, the Difpute : i) 
Nor are you only a Judge of what immediately A 
falls under your prefent View,and what has been te 
already paft, buc with a juft Penetration, you 
{ee the Bottom of future Defigns and Affairs. 
Wherefore we muft either approve of what’s 
done, or, at leaft, be in the midft of it, tho’ we 
do not approve it: One feems bafe , the other 
dangerous ; So that it only remains we leave 
the Place ; and we only have to confider, what 
Conduct we, fhall purfue , and to what Place 
we fhall retire in our Departure Home. But i 
as there never happened a more miferable and 
unfortunate Conjuncture. of Affairs ,. fo..never 
was it more dificult to determine what Counfel 
to follow: For every Thing we turn to, oppofes 
fome great and difficult Obftacle. I would have 
you, if you think fir to follow my Advice, to 
{pare the Pains of this Journey to me, if you re- 
{olve on any Methods different from what I pro- 
pofe: But if you have any Bufinefs to confult me 
about, Iwill here expect you: I defire you to 
make. what. hafte hither you can with your 
own Convenience, which Pofhamia and Serviws 
equally requeft with me. »Farewel. : 
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Cicero to the Same ; containing a Complaint 
of the ig Sa of the Times ; and that Com- 
fort may be drawn from a Good Confceence. 


Hands , that your Solltcitude and peculiar 
Grief and Concern for our Common Miferies is 
very remarkable. Which, though, I confefs 1 
cannot at all wonder at, as finding fomething 
like it in my felf ; yet am I troubled that a Man 
of your fingular Prudence and Wifdom ‘fhould 
not rather be pleas’d and fatisfied with your own 
Advantagés, and Happinéfs, than be uneafie at 
other Mens Misfortunes. 1D find no {mall Com- 
fore from many Things, bur chiefly from my 
Confcioufnefs of my paft Councils and Conduat, 
tho’ I willnot yield, that any Man is more affe- 
éted with this Plague and Ruine that is’ befallen 
the Commonwealth. I forefaw, as from/an high 
Tower, the Tempeft gathering long before it 
broke, not alone, I: confefs; by the Force of 
my own Judgment, but by your Warning’ and 
Prognoftication: For tho I was abfent great 
part of your Confulfhip, yet was I not ignorant 
of your Opinion and Counfel in foretelling, and 
Caution to preventthis pernicious War, of which 
I my felf was Witnefs in the beginning of your 
Confulate ; when you remonftrated tothe Senate 
by reprefenting the Examples of all the former 
Civil Wars, inform’d them what they had Reafon 
to fear, from what they cemembred had. before 
happen’d, and that they might reflect if thofe 
prov 4 
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prov'd fo cruel, which had no precedent in the Wh) 
Gommonwealth to copy after, how much more 
cruel and intolerable the future Oppreflors of ise 
the Republick wouid prove: For Men think i 
whatever they can bring a Precedent for, Law- il 
ful ; and fo venture to make new additions and 
thofe neither fmall in their Confequence, nor 
few in their Number; fo that you ought to 
comfort your felf by remembring thatthofe who 
are now wretched, are fo out of their own a 
Choice and Obftinacy, when by following your i 

Counfel and Advice, they might have prevented us 
their Mifery, and yet have poflefled an impreg- 
nable Security. But.you may reply, What a- 
vails this Remembrance in this ( perhaps perpe- 
tual) Night of the Commonwealth? I AA 
itis a Grief almoft beyond Confolation , amidf 
that Wreck of all Things, and fo violent a De- 
{pair of ever recovering them. , But Czfar him- 
felf and all the Roman Citizens have this Opiniori 
of you, that your Probity, Honour, Prudence 
and Dignity, when ail others are extinguifhed, 
fhine out, as fome great Luminary to Mankind. 
And the Confideration of this cught to furnith 
you with a confiderable Alleviation of your Con- 
cern. Burasfor your Abfenceirom your Friends, 
that frees you froma great many Inconveniences, 
your being with them would bring ; which your 
not feeing makes you fat happier than us, who 
are compelled to be Eye-witnelles of it. Thus far, I 
hope, Ihave juftly adminiftred my Confolatory 
Advice, having laid down Motives of leflening, 
your Trouble, with all the Zeal and Candour of 
a Friend. Whatremains you muft feek in your hi 
felf; whence you may draw, I am very certain, 
the greateft Comfort and Satisfaction ; of which 
my: 
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wiv daily’ Experience challenges fo high’ an Ap- 
probation, that they feem to reftore me a fore 
of Health and Security, which the Publick cannot 
now pollefs. Iknow very well, that from your 
Childhood you have been a Lover of all Sorts of 
Learning ; and that with a particular and extra- 
ordinary Application, you have made your felf 
entirely Matter of: all the Maxims of Philofophy, 
that infruét us in the Means and Methods of a 
good and happy Life: Which are both ufeful and 
pleafant in the midft of Profperity, but are now 
in thefe profligate Times, our only peaceful’ Re- 
rear. [will not dare to direct you peremprtorily, 
nor advife a Man of your Knowledge, Capacity 
and Témper to renew your old Acquaintance 
with thofe Studies of your Youth and: Maturer 
Age. I thall only hope your Approbation of 
my betaking my felf wholly to the Study of Phi- 
lofophy, when the State of the Commonwealth 
denied me any ufeof thofe Arts Thad given my 
felfto all my Life, either in the Senate or in the 
Forum. Nor is there much more Room for the Ex- 
ercife of your Profeilion and Knowledge, thanof 
mine. Where Iprefume nor to dire& you, but T 
fancy that you have Recourfe to the fame Study as 
Thave, which, though I confefs not be of that 
Ue and Benefit to the Publick, are yet)capable of 
difengasing the Mind from an Anxious Sollici- 
rude. Your Son Servins makes fucha Progrefs 
in allingenuous Arts, and particularly in Phi- 
lofophy, (which I have told you js the Object 
of my Studies) that he is arriv'd'to an Excellence. 
Nor will I yield to any, ‘but your felf,.in Love 
and Affection for him; nor is my Lovesfowm in 
3 Barren Soild. And he believesthat bis 
Regard 
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Regard to me will be equally agreeable to you. i 
Farewel. | Hy 
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Cicero to the Same’; containing ax Account 
of the Refforing Marcellus. 


Allow your Apology, for your often fending 
J me Letters to the fame purport, no farther 
than your fear of their Mifcarriage’by the Neg- 
tigence or Roguery of the Poft.. But 1.can by 
no means: allow your Plea of Peverty of Lan- 
guage, (for fo you are pleas'd to term ic) which 
compels you to make'ufe of the fame Words in 
all your Letters ; and though you ,' by Way of 
Jeft, give mea Wealth or Richnefs of Language, 
yet fhall I freely own:that 1 am not confcious of 
any great Streights, and Indigence of Words; for 
Lcan fee no great-Occafion of q faife Modelty, 
with'fach a. Friend as you; yet lam not fo 
vain neither, but thac>l:as freely»own .I give 
Place (I fpeak not-this by way of Flattery, or 
Irony ) to your. Subrilty and Elegance: Tho’ 
Tialways approv’d of your not refufing this 
Affair of Achaia, yet my Approbation is much’ 
frronger from the Reafons | found in your lat 
Letters: For all’.the»Motives: you urge, are 
nicely Jut., and Warthy of. your Reputation 
and Prudence.’ .} cannot agree with you by 
any: Means; that the Event has ‘not an{wered bi a 
your Expectation. » But becaufethere is fo greaz i 
and general 2 Perturbation and Confulon of If 
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Affairs, every thing lies in fo forlorm and di- 
{trated a Condition, by this moft itifamous 
War, that every-Place where a Man is, feems the 
moft intollerable. And this is the Reafon that 
you repent your felf of the Refolution you had 
taken, and which makes you think ushere in a 
happy Condition : But, on the contrary, we do 
not fuppofe you free from Trouble and Fatigue, 
but happy in Comparifon of us. In this your 
Condition is infinitely better than ours, that you 
dare write the Grievances you lye undér, . while 
we are not permitted even the Liberty of that 


~ with any Safety : Nor is this the Fault of the 


Viétor (than whom no Man can fhow. greater 
Moderation ) but of the Victory it felf,. which 
in Civil Wars is always infolent.. The only Ad- 
vantage we have hadvover you, is, that we knew 
of the Revoking of your Collegue Marcellus 
fomething. before you, and were Witnefles of the 
Condué of that Affair, Affure your felf, thar 
fince thefe Miferies we groan under, that is, fince 
firft che Publick Laws and Right were decided by 
the Sword, nothing bur this was perform’d with 
the Dignity of the Commonwealth. For Cafar 
himfelf, after he had accufed the Sowernefs ‘(as 
he call’d it) of Marcellus, and very honourably 
extoll’d your Equity and Prudence, on the fud: 
den and beyond all our Expeétations declared 
he could not deny that to the Senate, which he 
was ready to give to the Perfon himfelf. The 
Method:of it was thus : Lucias Pifo, having men- 
tioned “Marcellus, and Caius Marcellus having 
thrown himfelf at Ce/ar’s Feet, the whole! Se- 
nate arofe, and approach’d him in a fuppliane 
Manner. Enquire not any farther, fo Joyful, fo 
Noble did this Day appear’ to me, thar me- 
| bgehe thoughe 


STAT Ta ae Men ee Pak eee aah PRL PAG 
: TO ee SSN BS Ai Wy Pes 


PY TGF CREE ee 
Alvan Ha s 
it LANL EBL ve 


the ANTIENTS. 367 iI) 
thought there was fome little Appearance of Hi 
the reviving Commonwealth. Wherefore when ie 
All that been.ask’d before me, had given Czfar ie 
Thanks, except: Yolcatius, (who faid, if he had He 

been defir’d he would not have done it ) on my 
being as’kd I changed my Refolution: For not 
our of Sloth, but want.of the Antient Dignity of 
the Robe, I had refolv’d on a perpetual Silence. 
But the Magnanimity of Czfar, and my Duty to 
the Senate, broke my Defign, I therefore gave i 
Cefar Thanks in an Oration of fome length; 4 
and I fear have depriv’d my felf by it of that ho- 
nourable Retirement,which was my onlyComforr, | 
in our Misforcunes. But fince I have thus avoi- | 
ded his Difguf, who might interpret my. con- ; 
tinual Silence to my Belief that this was no Com- I 
monwealth , I fhall do it, but moderately, divi- 

ding my time betwixt him and my Studies. For 

though from my Youth, Ihave taken a peculiar 

Pleafure in all manner of Arts, and’ Libe- 

ral Learning, particularly inPhilofophy, my Love 

of which, I believe is heighten’dby the Maturiry 

of my Age, andthe prevailing Vices of the Times, 

there being nothing elfe that can free the Mind 

from Trouble, and Anxiety... I find by your Ler- 

ters that your Bufinefs divorces you from. thefe 

Studies, though the long Nights will now give 

youfome Relief, allowing you a time to enjoy 

the feverer Mufes.. Your; or rather my, Servins 

pays me a particular Deference, whofe entire Ho- 1) ¥ 
nelty, extraordinary Victue, Studies and Learning, le 
afford me a fingulay Pleafure. From himI have | 
frequent Advice of your Stay in and Removal 
from a Place. Iam, as. yet of Opiniony that Cz- 
far's Will ought to be the Meafure ofour Actions: 
Affairs are at Rome in fuch a Pofture, that if you 
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368 LETTERS of 
were heré you would find nothing agreeable, but 
your Priends they being the beft of all Things 
in this’ City. But as for both other Men, 
and other Things, they are fuch asare better heard 
than feen, if one of them muft be done. - This 
Advice J give you is extremely againft my own 
Satisfaction, who earneftly defire to fee you, but 
in it prefer your Pleafure to my own. Farewel. 


ne 
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Cicero, to Marcus Marcellus, perfuading him 
to Return to Rome, and to make Tryal of 
Cxfar’s Humanity, contrary to'bis Refolu- 
lution. of remaining in. perpetual Banifb- 
ment. 


oF4HOUGHI dare not blame yourCondact, 
not burt I diflent from: you in it -my-felf , 

burt canrior-prefume to prefer my’ own Senti- 
ments to: the Refolutions of a Man, of whofe 
Wifdom I have fo high an Opinion, ‘yet both 
the long time of our Mutual Friendfhip, and your 
extraordinary Benevolence to me,Experienc d from 
my Childhood, perfuades me to offer chofe Rea- 
fons to you, which may be ferviceable to your 
Safety ; and not at all Repugnant to your Ho- 
nour. Iknowyou are one of thofe, who long 
before faw thefe Evilsin their Rife, and remem- 
ber very’ well the moft honourable and jaft Dif- 
charge of your Confulfhip’ -I alfo found, that 
you neither approv’d the Counfels- ror Me- 
, | pe eT 


LE NOE ENN OT ot 


the ANTIEN TS. 369 nh iy 
thed of the Management of the Civil War, that 1) BI 
you never. approved Pompey’s Forces, nor the A 
Nature of the Army ke had got together, nay, Ht) a 
that you-had the laft Difidence of them. And I | 
believe you remember, that I was of the fame ‘4 
Opinion.. And this. was the Reafon that you ls 
medled but little in the Management of thofe i) % 
Affairs, and I always took pains to avoid being 
concern’d in them atall: For we fought not 
with thofe Weapons, in which we were Supe- 
riour to them, I mean with Counfel, Authori- 
ty, Reputation, and the goodnefs of the Caufe, i 
but with fach in which we were much Inferi- ; 
our; that is, with Force and Numbers. Info 
unequal a Combat therefore we were over- 
come, or, if Honour could not be vanquifh’d, : 
broken at leaft, and dejected. In which your Re- 
folution muft be highly applauded by all, in that 
you threw afide the Luftof Battel,with the Hopes 
of Victory ; and gave great Proofs of an Excel- 
lent Citizen, when you unwillingly enter’d into 
the opening of a Civil War, and wich Re- 
luétance purfa’d ic in its clofe. Thofe who 
have taken.a different Courfe from you, are 
now divided into two Parties, for they have 
either endeavour'd to renew the War, and 
taken themfelves to 4frica; Or as we, have 
join’d themfelves to the Conqueror. You 
indeed have ftcer’d_ betwixt both, judging per- 
haps what we did, Mean, what they, Obftinate. 
1 confefs your Refolution has been efteem'd 
Wife, by moft, nay all, and by fome worthy 
a great and valiant Mind. But yet methinks 
there oughtto be fome Medium, fome Mode- 
ration in your Determination, efpecially when h; 
I believe there is nothing wanting to the Reco- th & 
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very of all your Fortunes, but your Will to re- 
ceive them: For I’m inform’d, that he that has 
now the Power in his Hands would .make no 
difficulty of offering all this, but that he fears 
you will not think the Offer, a Benefit. What 
my advice to yeu in this Cafe would be I need 
not particularize, fince my Actions will inform 
you. But if you have fixt. your Refolution ra- 
ther to undergo perpetual Exile from Rome, than 
fee thofe things done, which you do not ap- 
prove, yet you fhould reflect that where-ever 
you fly, you will be ftillin the Power of him 
you would fly. But if he fhould fuffer you to 
live quietly and freely out of your Country, and 
without your Fortunes, yet certainly you ought 
to confider whether you would chufe for your 
abode Atilene, Or Rhodes, rather than Rome 
and your own een let Affairs go as they 
would. But fince his Power, whom we fear, 
extends o’er the whole Earth, had not you bet- 
ter be fafe in your own Houfe, than in danger 


in a Strangers? Nay, were there a neceflity of 
ie i certainly it were better to. die in. our 

own Country, than in any foreign and remote 
Parts. With me all thofe wha love you agree, 


whom your noble and excellent Virtues have 
made extreamly Numeroz: Ne alfo regard 
yeur Fortune and Eftate aie we could by no 
means have. diflipaecd: For tho’ it can receive 
no Jafting and perpetual In njury, which neither 
the Vidor, nosy Commonwealth would fuffer, 
rare we not willing they fhould fuffer any 
srefent Damages, by the Depredations of Rob- 
hers, whofe Names I fhould not fear to give 
you, did I not know that you were already. at- 

ainted with them. Your return hither, 1s 
nego- 
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negotiated by the Sollicitudes and°Care, and the 
many and daily Tears of your Excellent Bro- 
ther Caius Marcellus, to whom I reckon my 
{elf the next concern’d in Grief ; tho’ I can- 
not be fo forward in my Mediations, becaufe 
I have my felf fteood in need of an Interceffor. 
I have the Favour and Intereft of a vanquifh'd : 
Man, yet am I net wanting to Marcellusin my | 
Advice, and my Endeavours.’ The reft of your 

Friends confult me not, tho’ I am ready for any 

Part, they thall require. Farewel. 


$e 
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Cicero to the fame, on the fame Subjed. 


[ Dare not attempt to advife a Man of fuch 
extraordinary Prudence, nor to confirm a 
Mind fo noble, nor comfort a Courage fo firm. 
and approv’d. For if you bear the public 
Fvents, as] amtold you do, I have more acca- 
. fion to Congratulate your Virtue, than endea- 
Vour to Mitigate your Sorrow. Butif the Mif- 
chiefs, that have befal’n the Commonwealth 
break you, Iam not Matter of Reafon enougit- 
to comfort you, who cannot comfort my felf. 
i fhall therefore only be ready to comply with 
the Commands of your Friends, fo far as ro be 
active in all things for your Service, that I can, 
and to. wifh my felf able to do what I cannot. 
I would have you believe that your Friendfhip 
for me will not let me be filent, and would per- i" 
fuade youto my Opinion, that if there be any i 
Cammonwealth ar all, HOB by the common tl 
Bb2z Gonfent \ 
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Confent and Judgment of all Men ought to be 
at the Head of it, in fuch manner, as the 
Times will bear, or if there be none, that this 
is the moft proper and convenient Place of Exile. 
For if by flying Rome we purfue Liberty, what 
Place fhall we find exempt from its Dominion ¢ 
And if ic reaches all Places, where fhall we find 
one fo-dear and pleafane as our Native Coun- 
try ? But’ you may believe me, the pofleflour of 
theForeign Power is a greatFavourer of Senfe and 
Ingenuity, and he Carefles, as much as his Caufe 
will allow, Men of Honour and Nobility; but 
I lave urg’d more, than I defign’d. I therefore 
return to this one thing, that as long as your 
Friends are your Friends, I agree with them ; 
but if they ceafe to be fo, I fhall not fail in any 
thing, that our Friendfhip and Love demands. 
Farewel. 


L.E J.T. E Re CLs 


Cicero fo the fame, urging his Return, yet 
more flrongly and efficacioufly. 


HO’.I fent you lately by Quintus Mutias 
ae a long Epiftle of my Advice, as to your 
Conduct at this Juncture ; yet could I not let your 
Freedman Theophilus, whofe Fidelity 1 was fen- 
fible of, go to you without a Letter from me. 
1 fhall therefore repeat again, and again, my 
-Perfwafions that you would,as foon as poffibly you 
couldg come to rhe Commonwealth, let her Con- 
dition be what it will. Perhaps you may meet 
with things you like not, yet not more, than 
you 
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you hear of daily. And you are not a Man | 
touch’d only by your Senfe of fecing, infenfi- 
ble to what your Ears convey to you, and that | 
commonly in a more magnify’d and terrifying i 
Form. But you mav urge if you are here, 
you muft either fpeak fometimes what you do 
not think, or do fomething that you do not | 
approve. Firft it was always thoughr the pare My 
of a wife Man to give way to the Times, that | 
is to obey Neceflity. And next perhaps things | 
are not in fo defperate a Condition, as you may hit 
{magine, for tho’ it may be you may nor have | 
leave to fay what you think, yet may you al- 
ways hold your Peace. All things are now at 
the difpofal of one Man; and he takes no Ad- | 
vice but his own: Which would not have been 
much better if he had obtain’d the Victory, 
whom we follow’d. Do you believe that he, 
who in the War- (when he faw thar all our 
Safetics were embark’d in one common Bottom 
with his own) took the advice only of fome 
few Men, and thofe none of the moft Prudent, 
would after the Conqueft have fhar’d with others, 
what henever would in other Affairs and Times ? 
And can you imagine that he who refus'd to 
follow your moft excellent Counfel, in your 
Confulfhip, nor would confule at all your Bro- 
ther in his, which he bore by your Authority, 
and my Endeavours, would when he was in 
Pofleffion of an abfolure Power, defire ouy Opi- 1 
nions 2? All Civil Wars are fullof Mifery, which . i) 
our Anceftors never experienc’d, but our Age oe 
has too often already felt. But nothing in a 
Civil War is more miferable and unfortunate 
than the ViStory ic felf. Cruelty and Empire, 
which falling to Men of better Principles than 
. Bb 3 ordi 
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ordinary, makes them lefs regard any Meafures, 
and grow more ferociousthan otherwife they 
would, deriving that from’ Neceffity, which 
they did not from Nature: For a Conqueror 
is oblig’d to do a great many things to. gratifie 
thofe; by whom he got the Victory. Did we 
not both forefee how cruel the Victory would 
be, had Pompey obtain’d it? But would you 
then have him: exil’d from your Country, thag 
you might not ‘have thofe things done which 
you did not approve?’ You may reply no== for 
you fhould have retain’d the Pofleflion of your 
Wealth, and your Dignity. But your Virtue 
would: have plac’d your own private Affairs a- 
mong things of the leaft Confequence to you, 
and have been chiefly concern’d for the Com- 
monwealth. Again, what is the aim and end 
of that Counfel and Refolution ? For yet is your 
Action approv’d, and your Fortune as in a 
thing of this Nature, applauded? Your Aéfion, 
in obeying Necetlity in your Engagementin the 
beginning of the War,and in wifely avoiding the 
pertinacious Profecution of it after the fatal De- 
ciflon. Your Fortune, in that you retain’d the 
State, and fame of your Dignity in an honour- 
able Retirement. But now you ought neither 
to efteem any Place more agreeable than your 
own Country, nor to love her lefs, but rather 
pity her, becaufe time has impair’d fomething of 
her Original Beauty ; nor ought you to deprive 
her of your Sight, at a time when fhe has loft fo 
many Men of Worth and Dignity. Laftly, If 
ic were thought the part of a great Mind, not 
to fupplicate the Victor, yet you ought through- 
ly to confider, whether it will not be an’ Argu- 
ment of Pride to reje&t his Liberality ; and that 
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if Wifdom will make a Man fupport the want 
of his Country, yet not to defire ir favours of 
Obduracy : Andif one cannot enjoy the Com- 
monwealth, *tis abfur’d to throw up one’s own 
private Affairs too. The fum ofall is, that 
tho’ your prefent Abode may be more conve- 
nient, yet ought you to confider whether it be 
alfo asfafe. The Licentioufnefs of the Gladiators 
fs great, and they make lefs Difficulty to do 
a Mifchief inthe Extremities, than in the Heart 
of the Empire. I yieldtonone in my Zeal for 
your Good, but your Brother, And thar Ad- 
Vice is wholefome and fafe, that prompts to a 
regard to the Times, to your Safety, toyour 
Life, to your Eftates. Farewel. 


LETTER CLXI. 


Marcas Marcellus to Cicero; affuring him 
of his complying with his Advice. 


OU may afflure your felf I have ever 

in all things, bue more efpecially in this 

laft Affair, paid a particular Deference to your 
Authority. My. Brother Cazus Marcellus, whofe 
Love for me I am extreamly fenfible of, urg’d 
both his Advice. and Prayers in vain, ull your 
Letters had wrought me over to follow your 
Gounfel. Your Letters inform me how the Af- 
fair was manag’d. Your Congratulation, tho’ 
vecommended to my Approbation by the gene- 
rous' Intention that declared it, yet the Pleafure 
| S Draws ot ee ts DG 


= wa A, 
a 


Rey Aten 
nc Mukeahbiere. > \ 


*'5 ‘ \e Ps 
é xf hig 
5 


As, * Py) 
WEE aos ZA 


Nas28 


<< ee yy 
ea a 


= ~*~ * %, 
= ~~ Ble! 


=e <2 S = 


er. 


Cd 


Pir 


. ae 


las 


Pex . ae 
by SREP SO Ps 


oe ey a 
. 4 Y ; 
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and Satisfaction it gave me was wonderfully 


keighten’d by knowing your Zeal towards me, 
both in Expreffion and Action in that great 
dearth of Friends, Relations and Dependants, 
who fincerely were for my. Safety, and good 
Fortune. The. Iniquity of the Times would 
make me without any pain forego all other Con- 
fiderations ; ‘but I am of Opinion there can be 
no true Enjoyment of Prolperity, nor fupport 
of Adverfity, without the Converfation of Men 
of fuch generous Principles: And this I Congra- 
tulate my felf for. But J fhall endeavour in 
Deeds, more than Words to prove, that your 
Zeal and Service have been plac’d on one that 
is entirely your Friend. Farewel. 


LETTER CLXIL 


Servius Sulpitius to Cicero; containing 
an Account of the Murther of Marcellus. 


HO’ I am too fenfible I fhall be the Mef- 

_ fenger of no agreeable News to you, yet 
fince Chance and Nature have fo confiderable a 
Power over the Good, I refolv’d to give you the 
Whole Progrefs of the Matter. When from 
Epidaurus, 1 landed at the Pirezum on the roth of 
the Calends of Fune, 1 met my Collegue Marcel- 
Jus; and fpent that Day with him. He told me 
the next Day he defign’d from Athens to Beotia, 
forthe Execution of the reftof my Commands, 
and that he intended by the laft of May to Sail 
for Isaly. About the tenth Hour of the Night 
aftey 
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after his departure from Athens, his Friend 
Pofthumius came to me with an Account that 
my Collegue Marcus Marcellus was after Supper 
ftab’d in the Stomach, and behind the Ear, by 
his Friend P. Magius Chilio, but that he had 
hopes yet of Life ; that Magius had kill'd him- 
felf ; and that he was fent by Marcellus to inform 
me of the Accident, and to defire me to bring 
him fome Phyficians ; 1 did fo, and fet out by 
Break of Day towards him; but had not gone 
far fromthe Pirum,before his Boy deliver’d mea 
Letter that his Mafter dy’d a little before Day: 
Thusthe moft Worthy Roman fell by the Hands 
of the moft Wicked of Men, and that after a 
moft Barbarous Manner. He whofe Virtues 
made his Enemies fpare him in Refpect to his 
Honour and Dignity, met his Death from a 
Friend. However, I went forward to his Tent, 
where Ifound only two Freedmen, and a few 
Slaves, the reft being all fled for fear, their Ma- 
fter being kill’d before the Door of his Tent. I 
swas fore’d to bear his Body back to the City in 
the Litter Icame in; and made him as Mag- 
nificent a Funeral as Athens, could enable me to 
do; tho’ I could by no means perfuade the 
Athenians to let me Bury him within their City, 
being forbid, as they urg’d, by Religion, nor 
ever had granted it to any one. However, they 
allow’d us to do it in any of the Gymnafiums’; 
we chofe a Place in the moft Noble of the World, 
where we burnt his Body, and took care that 
the Athenians fhould build him a Marble Monn- 
ment, Thus I perform’d all the Offices that were 
due to our Colieguefhip, and our Relation, both 


alive and dead. Farewel. Athens the lait of 


May. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLXI, 


Q. Metellus Proconful to Cicero; accufiag 
him of being too Violent a Profecutor of bis 
Brother. 


F you are well, ‘tis well. 1 thought our 

Friendfhip and Reconciliation would have 
been fufficient to have hinder'd your making a 
Jeft of me in my Abfence; and from op- 
pofing, and profecuting my Brother Metellus for a 
Word, on which his Fortune and Life depended : 
Whom if his own Modefty expos’d, my Endea- 
vours to ferve you, and the Commonwealth 
ought to have given him fome Relief. But now 
1 find him circumvented, and my felf deferted 
by thofe who ought to be afham’d of this Con- 
duct: Sothat I, who am atthe Head of 2 Pro- 
vince, and an Army, and whowage War, am 
forc’d to Mourn, and devote my felf to Sorrow. 
But fince your Adminittration is neither agreeable 
toReafon, northe Clemency of our Anceftors, 
it will be no wonder if you repent it. Idid not 
expect you would have been fo fickle to me 
and mine. But no private Grief, nor Injury 
fhall make me Sin againft the Commonwéalth. 
Farewel. : 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLXIV. 


Cicero zo Metellus; being his defence againft iy 
the foregoing Letter. | 


if F you and your Army are well, it 1s well. 
You write me Word, you thought our 
Friendfhip and Reconciliation would have {fe- 
cur’d you from, being made aJeft of in your Ab- iN 
fence. Which I confefs, 1 do not perfectly un- Us 
derftand ; but I fuppofe fome Body or other has 
fent you word, that when I was urging in the 
Senate how many there were ‘that were troubl'd 
I had preferv’d the Commonwealth, I faid you 
had been prevail’d with by fome of your Re- 
ations, whom you could not deny, to fupprefs 
what you had defign’d to fpeak in the Senate 
inmy Praife. But at the fame time I urg’d this, 
I did you the juftice todeclare that we fo di- 
vided the Office in the Prefervation of the Com- 
monwealth, that while I defended the City 
from domeftick Ambuthes, and inteftine Wiek- 
ednefs, you proteéted Italy both from open 
Foes, and fecret Confpiracies. Alfo that our 
Society in this great and noble Work was ca- 
deavour’d to be weaken’d by fome of your Re- 
lations ; who affoon as they faw what honour 
I paid you, were afraid left you fhould make 
{ome manner of Return. °Tis true, when i bes 
gan to explain my felf, and fhew what I ex- 
pected from your Oration, and the Trouble ! 
was'in, the Difcourfe feem’d a little pleafant, 
and caufed a fort of Laughter ; not at you but | 

rather 
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380 LETTERS of 
tather at my Trouble, and for my open and in- 
genuous Confeflion of my defire of being praisd 
by you. Yet certainly there could no greater 
Deference be paid to your Honour, than my 
declaring I was not fatisfy’d with all the Glory 
I had obtain’d, withour the Teftimony of your 
Approbation. But’ whereas you urge our Myz- 
tial Friend{hip 1 confefs, I’m at a lofs to know 
what you mean by Matual Friendjhip: (take it 
to be an equal Return of Service. If I fhould 
fay I quitted the Province for your fake, you 
might perhaps accufe me of Levity, my own 
Affairs requiring it, and I new every Day te- 
ceive new Advantages from that Refolution. 
But this 1 can affirm, that afloon as I had 
thoughts of giving up that Poft, I began to 
contrive how I might deliver ic into your Hands. 
I fhallfay nothing of your Lors, but wouldhave 
you to believe, that my Collegue did nothing 
without my Privacy. Call the reft to your Remem- 
brance as how fuddenly, I call'd the Senate toge- 
ther after the Lotscaft ; how much J fpoke in 
your behalf, that you your felf told me my 
Oration was fo very much in your Favour, 
that it feem’d contumelious on your Collegues. 
Confider too the A& of the Senate paft that Day, 
of fuch a tenure that while that remains my 
god Offices to you can never be either obfcure 
ox doubtful. And after you were gone to your 
Province, pray call to Mind what | did for you 
in the Senate, what J faid for you in my Speeches, 
and what Letters I wrote to you. When you 
have reflected on all this, I: would have you 
your felf be judge whether your next Return 
£Q Rome, had any thing Mutual or Anfwerable 
a : to 
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t@ all thefethings I had done for you. As for 
Reconciliation, don’t underftand why that fhould 
be call’d fo, where there never was any Breach. 
In anfwer to your faying 1 ought not to have 
oppos’d your Brother; Firft 1 aflure you of 
my Approbation of your Brotherly Love and 
Zeal full of Piety and Humanity. Yer I mult beg 
your Pardon, if I prefumeto oppofe your Bro- 
ther in any thing,wherein the Good of the Com- 
monwealth isconcern’d, for I fhall never yield 1 
to any one in my Zeal for the publick. But iy Mi 
if 1 defend my {elf againft his moft barbarous Mt 
Affaults, I. think I pay enough to Friendthip, 
when I complain not to you of the Injuries your 
Brother has done me, from which I endea- Ry 
your’d to reclaim him after I had found the 18 
whole Endeavours of his Tribunchip directed to 
my Ruin, by the Mediation of your Wife Clo- 
dia, and your Sifter Mutia, whofe favourable 
Opinion of me I had found on feveral Occafi- 
ons, on Account of my Intimacy and Engage- 
ments with Pormpey. Nay the Injury and Af- 
front he offer’d me on the laft of December, tho” 
a Conful that had preferv'd the Commonwealth, 
was fo fingular and infamous that the moit pro- 
flizate Magiftrate that ever was, never receiv’ d 
the like, (which doubtlefs you have heard of) 
for he deny’d me the Liberty of making my 
Farewel Oration, when I was going out of the 
Cénfulfhip. Tho’ what he meant, as an Injury 
prov’d ro me the greateft Honour: For when | 
he would permit me only to Swear, with aloud i 
Voice 1 took the nobleft Oath in the World, : 
confirm’d for Truth by the Univerfal Voice of the 
People. Yet notwithftanding this unfuffcrable it 
Injury, I employ’d our common Friends,~ that S 
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382 LETTERS of 
very ‘Day. to diffuade him from purfuing his 
Malicious Defigns, and his An{wer to them Was 
he could not defift with Safety: For he had a 
little before in an Oration declar'd, he ought 
not to have the Liberty of {peaking who had 
punifh’d others without hearing their Pleas A 
Man. of wonderful Sedatenefs and Confideration, 
and a good Citizen indeed, who could judge 
hina worthy the fame Punifhment, who deli- 
ver'd the Senate from Slaughter, the City from 
Fire, and Italy from War, which was adjudg’d 
by the Senate, withthe Confent and Approba- 
tion of all good Men, to thofe who had plotted 
to fet Firé to the City, to Butcher the Magi. 
{trates and Senate, and raife a moft dangerous 
War in Italy. For thefe Reafons Lopposd your 
Brother to his Face; for on the firft of Fanuary, 
I argu’d with him in fuch ai manner in the Se- 
nate, that he might perceive his Conteft was 
with a-Man of Courage and Conftancy. When 
he had begun his Speech on the third of the 
Ides of Fanuary, he addrefs’d himfelf to me al- 
moft every other Word, not forbearing Threats; 
nor had hé any other Confideration, but how he 
might deftroy me not by Courfe of Law, but by 
any Force or Means that would: accomplith his 
Defigns. ~ If 1 had not oppos’d his Rafhnets with 
Refolution and Virtue, People might reafonably 
have judg’d that the Fortitude I fhowd in. my 
Confulfbip, was rather the effect of Chance, than 
Thought and Reflection. If you are Ignorant 
of all thefe Tranfactions of Metellus againft me, 
you muft aflare your felf that your Brother 
hides from your Knowledge things of the great- 
eftImportance. But if he has made you con- 
{cious of any of thefe Defigns, you may judge 
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of my Tendernefs for you when I expoftulate not | 

with you about them: And when you under- | 

ftand I was not touch’d, with a Word as you 

write; but by the fucceflive depravity of his 

CounfelandRefolutions, and his inveterate Ma- 

lice. againft me, own then my Humanity, if a 

Remiflion, Negleét and Regardleflnefs of Mind in 

the mid’ft of fuch intollerable Injuries, merit fo 

good a Name. J havenever given my Votre a- 

gainft your Brother, but in all the Aéts that a 

have paft, I have always voted on the moft Mo- aan 

derate fide. Nay I fhall add, (what { had no . 

great Reafon to. be. follicitous about, tho’ I R 
| might not be troubl'd it was done) that I made 
it my Endeavour, my Enemy, (becaufe your 
: Brother) fhould be reliev’'d by an Ad of the Se- A 
| nate. 1 have not therefore oppos’d your Bro- vas 

ther, only refifted the Affaults he made on me. oy 

And have been fo far from being fickle in. my 

Friendfhip to you, that I have been conftant im 

it, even when you have neglected the Duties, 

and grateful Returns, requir’d from one of 

thar Character. Nay even now, I make this 

Anfwer to your almoft menacing Letter: Thae 

T not only pardon your Concern and Refent- 

ment, bubcommend it ; having a Monitor with- 

in me, that urges and reprefents to me the Force 

of fraternal Love. Onthe other fide, I defire 

you to fhew your felf fo equal an Arbiter of my 

Concern. (if Lam aflaulred by: your Relations [n- 

veterately, Cruelly, and) without Caufe) as to : 

declare, I ought not only not to give way to 

this Impetuofity, but fhould if occafion requir'd 

make ufe of your Help, andthe Ailiftance of 
: your Army. I always defir'd you as my Friend, i 
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‘and have frequently labour’d to convince you 


by my Actions, that I was yours to a Very great 
Degree. Iamyet, and fhall as long” as “you 
think fic continue fo: “And had \much rather, 
and fhould much fooner ceafe'to hate your Bro- 
ther for your fake, than fuffer my Averfion 10 
him in the leaft to diminfh our good Under- 
ftanding. Farewel. 


LETTER CLXV. 


Metellus’s Axfiers being a Reconciliatory 
Letter in which he rejects his Brother. 


7 OUR frequent good Offices a little mo- 
derate and alleviate the perpetual Contu- 
melies of the moft importunate of Mankind. 
And as fuch fort of Men are fingular for Levi- 
ty, foare they always by me defpisd. Where- 
fore with all the Satisfaction in the» World J 
receive you into the Place of that Brother, whom 
his Vices have made me caft off. I defire wholly 
to. forget him, tho’ 1 have twice fav'd him a- 
gainft his Will. Not to opprefs you with Let- 
ters 1 have wrote to Lollius of my felf, and my 
Affairs, as well as of what I defire fhould be 
done, as to the Account of the Province, of 
which he will inform you. Idefire you, if you 
pollibly can after what has paft, to perfevere im 
your old Friendfhip for me. Farewel. 


The 
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The following ave a Courfe of Letters 
which will be as it were a Secret Hi- 
flory of the CovilWars of Rome, after 
the approach of Cefar to Italy 3 which 
cannot but be agreeable to any Curious IN 
Reader, fince befides the Hiftory, it A 
will (bow the Inclination and Manners 


of the Great Men of that Age. 


(eames 


CE Fa ER CLXVE 
Cn. Pompey Proconful, to M. Tullius Cicero 


Imperator. 


UINTUS Fabius, who came td me on 

the fourth of the Ides of February,informs m¢ 

that’. Domitius ison his March towards me,with 
his eleven. Cohorts, and the fourteen of Vibullius ; 
that heonce defign’d to go to Corfinium , and that 
onthe fifteenth of the Ides of February ,Caius Hircus 
would follow with five coborts more,. 1 would 
have you to come to us to Luceri#, tor here 1 be- 
lieve you will be in the greateft Security. Fare- 
wel, 

i 


Ge Ee he 


chee ee eee AN, hea ree ES At . / 
eT eet POT eat ST So a AR D Fig a 


SE 
= 
Pony 


~ 


Ss es 


. 


Epa \ 


— 


Sy 


Ah Se en 


~~, 


0 eee ‘alt : 3 eget 
Se SSS Ee SSCS SS rey 
= ~ * 
lee 


- : eee =. 


fae? Saal 


LETTERS of 


LETTER CLXVIL 


M. T. Cicero to On. Portipey Proconful: 


Receiv’d your Letter at Formie on the 

] fifteenth of the Galends of March, by which 
i underftood that the A€tidn in the Picexe was 
fnuch ‘more Advantageous to us, than Thad 
been told; wherein I wasfenfible and willingly 
own’d the Virtue and Induftry of Vibullius. 1 
yet remain on that Coaft where my Command 
has plac’d me, but not without having a Ship 
teady when Occafion fhould require me to 1e- 
move, for the Rumors] heard, and the DangerI 
fear’d, made me to judge it moft’ proper to 
follow your DireStion intirely In-the difpofal 
of my felf. But fince by your Authority; your 
rudent Counfel and Refolution, our Affairs 
fein in a more pfomifing Pofture, if you think 
we can hold Terracina, and the Coaft about 
it, I will ftill ftay here ; tho’ there be no Gar- 
tifons in’ the Towns. For hereis not ofie of our 
Order ot Degree, but Marcus Eppius, a Perfon of 
induftry and Vigilance, whom I defir’d to re- 
fide at Minturne. L. Torquatus, a Man of Valour 
and Authority has left Formia, in order, 1 fup- 
pofe, to come fo you. ' I came to Capua accord- 
ing to your deftre, the very Day you left it; 
for twas your Requeft that I and M. ‘Confidins 
the Propretor, fhould take care of Affairs in that 
Place. When I came thither, I found that Zztus 
Ampits 
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mpius Was very diligent in his Elections, and 
Libo receiv’d them froni him with a great deal 
of Affiduity, and. Authority in that Colowy. 1 
ftaid at Capua.as long as the Confuis, and from 


them Irerurn’d .thicher again on the Nozes of 


February, whence,after three Days.ftay, I went 
again to Formie. Iam now at a lofs to know 
your Refolutions, and the Method of the War 
which you Defign: If you think we ought to 
held thefe Coafts, which in my. Opinion may 
be-held, and which lye very opportuneandconve- 
nient, and abound with good Citizens, -there is 
a Necefliry there fhould fome Commander re- 
inain hexe ; but if you think ic moft advifeable 
to.draw all your Forces into one Place and Bo- 
dy, [fhall make no difficulty of coming immedi- 
ately to you; for that is what.I moft earneftly 
defire, as 1 told you that very Day we left the 
City. Iam -not in pain for any Man's accu- 
fing me of too much Dilatorineds in this.A fair, as 
long as you are fatisfy’'d with my Conduct: 
And yet if it muft'come to a War, as ‘tis plain 
ir muft, I fhall eafily, I doubt not, fatistie every 
Man. J havefent my Kinfman’ Marcus Tullius 
to you, by whom if you defign to write; you 
may fend any Letters. Farewel. 


2 dia CS Mee Weve 
eh eerie Wa 


0 
: ka raders 


net 2 Yo AAR) 


i 


'. —— : 
= eo “year 
A cil Tae: rigor ai 1a 
Ta SE : . 
So = > 
= —— . 
SSS —= == +3 


388 LETTERS® of 


LETTER CLXVII. 
Cn. Pompey Proconful,..to M. T.. Cicero Ins 


perator. 


Read your Letters with a great deal of Plea- 
‘@ fure, for there I found your ancient Vir- 
rue in the publick Safery. The Confuls are come 


‘to that Army Thad in Apalia:-” V earneftly in- 


treat you by ‘your fingular’ and perpetual Zeal 
for the Comnronwealth, that you‘repair to me, 
co the erid that by our common Confultations ‘we 
may bring relief to the injur’d Commonwealth. 
i'm of Opinion your beft Road to’ Brandufium 
isithe Appian’ Way. Take care of your Health. 
Farewel. | 


LETTER CLXEX 


Cicero Jmperator, to Cn Pompey Proconful. 


HEN I. wrote thofe; Letters, yon re- 

ceiv'd at Canufium, 1 did not in the leaft 
{ufpect you would pafs the Seas in your Expe- 
dition for the Commonwealth ;.. but. flatter’d 
my iclf with great Hopes, we might either bring 
Matters to.a fair Accommodation, which ap- 
pear d to me the moft eligible, or.at leaft, have 
defended the Commonwealth . with Honour, 
without flying out of Ire/y. But being acquain- 
ted with your Refolution, by the.Orders you 
fent the Con/uls by Dialins before my Letterscould 
reach 
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reach you, I/:would not ‘wait: your writing: 
to me, butimmediately began my Journey into 
Apulia to you, with: my Brother’ Quintus, vand 
Our Children. ‘As {oon as J.arfiv'd: at Theanum 
Sidicinum,~ your intimate “Acquaintance Cais 
Meffins, and feveral others, aflur'd me that Ca/ar 
was marching to Capua, halting that very Day ac 
Efernia. 1 confefs1 was alittle furpria’d, fince 
by that means Iwas not only intercepted in my 
Journey, but alfo very likely to be taken my felf’; 
which. made me retire immediately to Cales to 
wait there the Confirmation, or Confutation> of 
that Report. While I'was there,a; Copy of your 
Letrer to the Conful Lentw/us was fent me ; cin 
which you mention’d the Letter fent you: by+L. 
Domitius on the thirteenth of the Calumds of Marcb, 
and inclos’d a) Copy of it. You wrote it: was 
of great Confequence to the Intereft of the Com- 
monwealth, that-all its Forces fhould,..as foon as 
poffible,draw together in one Body and.Place;.and 
that he fhould leave a fufficient. Garrifon in Ca- 
pua. On the reading this Letter.we were ll of 
Opinion, you defign’d to March: direétly wath 
all your Forces to Corfinium ; whither |, though 
I could not come. with apy. Safety, becaufe 
Cafar was encamp’d abour that Town. In the 
midft of our Expectation, News was broughr 
us of the Tranfactions at Corpizinm, and of your 
Retreat to Brundufiam. As my Brother, and my 
felf-were preparing to come thither ro you, We 
were caution’d by fuch as came out of the Sam- 
nium and Apulia. to have a Care what we did, 
cefar directing his March with. the urmoft Ex- 
pedition into thofe Parts, and that we mult 
of Neceffiry fall into: his Hands, for he would 


certainly be there before us. ‘When we were 
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- fafficiently convine'd of the Truth of this, my 


Brother, my Self, and all our Friends, thought 
itcour Duty not rafhly to expofe our Liber- 
ty, which would be detrimental.to the Repub- 
lick, as well as your felves, efpecially when we 
had no manner of doubt, but that if we fhould 
zo, we could by no means new come up “with 
you. During thefe Confulrations your Letters 
of the tenth of the Calends of March, dated trom 
Cankfium came to us, in which you prefs our 
ipeedy Retreat to Brundufium. Thefe having 
receiv'd on the third of the Calends of March, 
we had no manner of doubt but. that you were 
got to Brundufium your felf: And we look'd on 
our Journey thither wholly intercepted, and 
that we were to lefs taken, than thofe who 
went to Corfitium, efteeming them as much 
taken who were furrounded ‘with the Enemies 
Soldiers and Garrifons, as they who were fal’n 
already into their Hands. Bat fince things 
are come to this, I muft firft tell you, that it 
was my defire to have been always with you; 
and for this’ Reafon I refus'd the command o 
Capua, which charge I avoided not on Account 
of the Weight, and Trouble ‘of the Government, 
but becaufe I very wellfaw that City could nor 
be defended without an Army in the Field ; for 
1 had no Mind to incur the fame Fate; ‘which 
to my great Sorrow I faw, had befai'n many 
Men of Virtue and Bravery. But fince Fortune 
denies me the Satisfaction of being with you, 
T heartily with I could any way get certain: In- 
formation of your Counfels and, Refolutions,, for 
I could never guefs: at: an*Event, than. which 
t fhould fooner believe all Impofhbilities could 
happen ; that’ is, that we fhould not hold our 
) Ground 
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Ground in Italy, in the Caufe of the Common- HW 
wealth, when you were at the Head of us.. Nor 
do Tnow condemn the Meafures you have t- 
ken, but deplore the Misfortune of my Country. 
Nor fhall I judge your Countfels lefs the Refult 
of the higheft Reafon, becaufe I cannot comptc~ 
hend them. believe you have not forgot what 
my Sentiments were, firft for preferring unequal 
‘Terms of Peace before the Extremity of War; 
 gndfecondly, as to quitting the City, for you 
-— SRever confulted me about Jéaly : But t.am not A 
| fo vain as to think that my Advice ought to Hw 
fave prevail’d ; I follow’d yours, not for the ny 
fake of the Commonwealth, for of that 1 long 
before defpair’d, which is now broken, nor Ca- 
pable of being recover’d but by the Means of a 
moft pernicious and deftructive Civil War, but 
it was vou alonel fought, with you I defir’d to 
be ; as I will yet, if any Opportunity offers it 
elf Lam fenfible my Conduéi in all this 
Affair hasnot been at all agreeable to thofe Gen- 
tlemen, who were fo avaritious of Batcel ; for 
frft I made it appear, that Peace was the chief 
Aim of my Hopes and Defires ; not but I feard 
| the fame things which they did, but 1 thought 
| all we could fear from Peace, could not be fo 
| pernicious as 2 Civil War. | After which War 
: being begun, when | faw the Conditions of 
| Peace brought to you, and your large and ho- 
: nourable Anfwer to-them, | urg’d my Reafons, 
not doubting eafily to make it Evident to you, 
that they were agreeable to thofe Benefits | had 
receiv'd from you. I remembred that I was the 
| only Man, who had undergone the moft Barba- 
: vous and Cruel Punifhments for my Service £0 
5054. the 
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Pi the Commonwealth; that I was the Man thar 
Ag li. ie fhould go through all thofe Struggles and Con- 
Tae tefts again, if I had offended his Inclinations, to 
Bik whom you had order'd. one of ‘the Coxnfulfhips, 
iy and an honourable Triumph, when we were 
i now in Arms ; that my Perfon might be fingled 
out always, as having fome Popular Remedy a- 
gainft the impious Affaults of profligate, Citizens. 
on the Commonwealth. Nor was my Sufpicion 
of this earlier than the publick Declaration. of 
it reach'd my Ears: Nor was I terrify’d at the 
Profpect of this, if there had been a. Neceffity.of 
undergoing it, tho’ I was of Opmion, I ought 
rather to avoidit if 1 could with Honour, fince 
you fee the Refolutions I had taken at. thar 
time, while yet we had hopes of Peace; but 
Chance has robb’d me of the Power of doing 
what elfe I would have done. But my Anfwer 
is eafie to thofe who are not fatisfy’d with my 
Conduct, for I was never more Cafar’s Friend, 
than they were, nor werethey ever more Friends 
| to the Commmonwealth, than I...The. only 
| difference betwixt us is, that they, tho’ very juft 
Patriots, were for deciding the Matter. by. the 
Sword, while I, who am not much behind their 
Merits to the Publick, was for an amicable Con- 
clufion, which Opinion you your fel declar’d 
for. But fince their Advice prevail’d, I: fhall 
make it my Endeavours that the Commonwealth 
may always find in methe Mind of a Roman, and 
you that ofa Friend. Farewel, 
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LETTER CLEXxX. 
M.'T. Cicero ¢o Atticus. 


sete my Eyes are more troublefome to 
me than ufual, yet could I not but fend you 
aLetter (which I diétate) by our Common 
Friend Gallus Fabius: For I wrote thofe Letters 


¥ fent you the Day before Yefterday my felf, as 


well as Icould, the Prophefie of which I hear- 
tily wifh may be falfe. The only Motive of this 
Letter, isnot that I may pafs no Day without 
Writing to you, but yeta more Juft and Impor- 
tantone, which is to defire you to take a litrle 
Time (and a little will fufice to do .it) to ex: 
plain your Advice fo, that I may perfeétly un- 
derftand ir. All my Aétions and Condud are 
Juft and Guiltlefs. Nor have I left. any thing 
undone for which I cannot produce not only a 
Probable, but a wife Excufe : For certainly no 
Man can impute as a Crime to me, the rejecting 
the Command of Capua, fince by my refufal I 
fecur’d my felf from the Reflections of Sloth 
and Treachery, which my Enemies would befure 
to have loaded me with, if I had loft that Place, 
not tenable in the Condition: they would have 
confided icto me; norcan they juftly make me 
Criminal from the Caution I us’d of not offen- 
ding hitn, whom Pompey in Arms, had made an 
arm’d Conful, and order’d a Triumph after the 
Conditions of Peace were brought by Lucius Ce- 
far and Fabius. Nordo I think my laft Conduct 
juftly blameable, in my not paffing the Seas: For 
tho’ that. indeed was worthy of Confideratian, 
yet could 1 by no means put it in Execution : 
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For Lought not to doubt, efpecially when I had 
{een Pompey’s Letter, (of which our Judgments 
were the fame) but that he would advance to the 
relief of Domitius. Befides, I thought it more 
rudent to give my felf timefor a more delibe- 
rate and longer Confideration. Wherefore. I 
would have you Firf, tho you have often wrote 
about it, fend me your Judgment of all..thefe 
Things more particularly. Nor would I have 
you ftop at the Cenfure of my paft Actions, bux 
took forward, and let me know what Meafures 
you would prefcribe my Conduét for the fu- 
gure; and where you think 1 can be moft Ser- 
viceable to the Commonwealth. Whether 
Matters will be refer'd to any favourer of Peace, 
or whether all Things muft end at laft inthe 
Warriors alone, I, who fquare all my Ations 
co my Duty, remember however your Advice, 
which if I had follow'd, _} had efcap’d all the 
Miferies of thefe Times. I perfectly remember 
what you perfuaded me to by Theophanes and 
Caleo, andhave often with Sighs refleéted on. it. 
Let me therefore, now at leaft, return to What 
{ then rejected, that is not only to take Glorious, 
bur fecure Refolutions,. But I prefcribe nothing : 
I would have you be very particular in the Opi- 
nion you fend me. 1 defire you alfo to make 
as narrow an Enquiry as you can have Oppor- 
tuny to. do, what our Friend Lentulus and Do- 
eitins do now, and what. they intend. Asto 
«what they now do, I would know, if they ac- 
éufe any Body, or are. angry with anyone: [| 
mean, whether they refent any Conduct of Pors- 
pey. Pompey throws all the Blame on them, as 
you will find by the. Copy of his Letter, which 
1 fend you. Farewel. : | 
| 3 LETTER 
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LETTER CLXXI. 


Cn. Pompey zo Marcus Marcellus, and L. 
Lentulus, Confuls. 


VM Y Opinion being, that while our Armies 
were divided, we could not be Service- 
able to the Commonwealth, I wrote to Demitius 
to Expedite his March to join me with all his 
Forces ;_ that if he had any doubts as to him- 
felf, he fhould fend me the nineteen Coborts thar 
weremarching from the Picene. What 1 was 
afraid of came to pafs, that Domitius was highly 
embarafs’d, for he was not of fufficient Force 
to Encamp my nineteen, and his twelve Cohorts, 
being difpers'd into three Towns; nor could he, 
if he had a Mind, make that Expedition was 
Neceflary. Know therefore, that I am ina great 
deal of Pain and Sollicitude ; for I would fain 
deliver fo many, and fo worthy Men from a 
Siege ; nor could! go to their Relief, becaufe 
I did not think fic to commit their fafe Conduct 
ro thefe two Legions ; out of which I could but 
draw fourteen Coborts, which I fent to Brandu- 
fam, nor did I think IT ought to leave Canufium 
without Garrifon [in my Abfence. 1 fent In- 
ftructions by Delius, that I was in hopes of much 
greater Force, that if you judg’d it proper, one 
of you fhould join me, and the other fhould go 
into Sicily, with thofe Men you had taisd in 
and about Capua ; as likewife, with thofe. rais’d | 
by Fuuffus ; that Domitius with his twelve Co- rH 
borts fhould join them; that all the reft of our 
Forces fhould March directly for Brundufium, to i 


i, 


396 LETTERS of 

ai be there fhipp’d off for Dyrrbachium. But fince 
Bae 1 can now Contribute no more, than you to the 
Relief of Domitius, or make our Way through 
the Hills, ’tis, by no means Comthon, Prudence 
to faffer the Enemy to come near thefe fourteen 
cohorts, which I have caufe to fufpeét, nor to 
jer them follow us too near in our March. 
Therefore, thought fic with Cams Marcellas, 
and the reftof our Order that was here; to lead 
the Army I have with me to Brundafiam. . 1 de- 
fire you to make what {peed you can with all the 
Men you can raife, to'the fame Place. I would 
have you to Arm your Men, with the Arms 
you defign'd for me: Ifyou bring the Overplus 
to Brundufium, you will do the Commonwealth 
great Service. I would have you impart this to 
all our Friends. & have fent to P. Lupus, and'C. 
Coponius, the Pretors, to join their Troops, and 
haftento me. Farewel. | | 
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Cn. Pompey Proconful, to L. Domitius 
Proconful. 


Am farpriz'd to hear nothing from” your 

J own Hand about the Publick Affairs, but 

fom others, ~ With this broken ‘and divided; Ar- 

| my, we can by no means make tolerable Head 
| againft the Enemy, but I” hope by contracting 
1a our Troops into one Body, we may be able to 
defend the Republick, and the Common Safety. 

Wherefore when, as Vibullius wrote me Word, 


you had refalv’d to March from !Corfininng, OD 
| : the 
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the fifth of the Ides of February, in order to join 
me. with. your Army,. I. wonder what Motive 
you had of changing your Defign ; for that Rea- 
fon, which Vibullius mentions, is extremely tri- 
fling; viz. That you made a Halt, becaufe you faw 
that Cxfar had left Firmium, in order to Poles 
himfelf of Caftrum Tarentinum ;. for tho’, near 
the: Enemy, the more haft you ought to have 
made, that. you might. join me before..Cafar 
could get berwixt us, and cut off your Approaches 
tome. Wherefore I beg you in the moft earneft 
manner J am able, as I did in my former Let- 
ter, to make. the urmoft Expedition you canto 
Luceria, before Cafar can get thofe Forces toge- 
ther, by which he intends to cut off all Commu- 
nication betwixt our Troops.. But. if any. one 
oppofe your coming, ler theng: keep their own 
Men, yet itis but jaft you fend me.thefe: who 
in Picene and Camerine, left their Dwellings and 
Fortunes for my fake. Farewel. 


‘LETTER. CLXXII. 


Cn. Pompey Proconful, to Lucius Domitius 
Proconful ; prefing him to haften to him, 
with bis ArMys 


N the fourteenth of the Calends of March, 

Marcus Calerinus brought me Letters from 
you, in which you tell me youdefign to obferve 
the Motions of Czfar, and that if he Marches 
towards me by the Sea Coafts, you will come 
by the Way of the Samnites. But if he ftays in 
thofe Parts, where he now is; you len me know 
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you intend to oppofe him. Ido. not queftion 
bur. this Refolution. proceeds, ftom the Great 
nefs, and Bravery of your Mind. But we ought 
alittle more ferioufly to confider, that while we 
are divided, we may prove inferiour to our 
Enemy, fince he not only -has a great. Army 
already, but daily expects much greater Re- 
inforcements. Your Prudence, oughtto make 
you not judge of Cafar, by the Forces he has at 
prefent againft you, but what a, Power of Horfe 
and Foot he may fuddenly have;,.a, proof of 
which are the Letters fent me by Buffenius; and 
feveral from other Hands,  intimating, that Ca- 
rio is drawing out all. the Gatrifons in Umbria 
and Tufcany, with defign to. lead, them, all..to 
Calar.. Which if once got into one Body, and 
part fent to AMagand the reft againft you, you 
will not be able to oppofe them; nay, if they 
are only on the Defenfive,. you will be fo block'd 
up that you will not have Liberty to-Fotage. 
For thefe Reafons Ibeg you to make all the hafte 
youcan pofibly tome.» The Confuls have. de- 
fign’d to do the fame: I have order'd Metufcilius to 
let you know that I muft take Care the two 
Legions venture not to ftand the approach 
of €2far; without thé Picentine Cohorts. Where- 
fore | would not bave you furpriz d, af you hear, 
I retreat before Ce/ur, for I think L ought totake 
Care. I am not furrounded, for 1 cannot En- 
camp, both by Reafonofthe Seafon of the Year, 
and-the uncertain. Minds of the Soldiers ; mei- 
ther muf 1 draw: all my Garrifons.out,of the 
Towns,’ leaft 1 thereby ugive up» thofe Fortrefles, 
that have been deliver’d to. me 5). wherefore I 
have only drawn together fourteen: Goborts, to 
Luceria: The Gonfuls. will bring all their Gat- 
rifons 
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cifons to mé, or carry them into Sicily: Forwe 
mufteither havean Army of that ftrength to be 
able to keep the Field, and Invade our Enemy, 
or feek fuch a Country as may enable us to de- 
fend our felves ; Neither of which fam Matter 
of at prefent, becaufe Cz/ar tas pofiefs’d himfélf 
Of Breat Part of aly, and our Army is much in- 
feriour to his in Number and Force; where 
fore tis time for us to take the greateft Care of 
the Commonwealth we are able:’ 1 again repeat 
my importunity, that you may immediately re- 
pair to me with all your Troops; we may yet 
refvore the Commonwealth, if we could come 
to'confider of Affairs together. If we are. fepa- 
rated, we are bur Weak. Since the writing this 
Sica brought me both Letters and Advice from 
you, which defire my immediage March towards 
you, which I can by no meahs comply ' with; 
becaufe I can have no great Confidence in my 
Men.  Farewel. 


LETTER CLXXIV. 


Balbus zo Cicero ; engaging him to medi- 
até Peacé betwixt Pompey and Czelar. 
] Muft ufe all the earneft Entreaties Tcan to 
beg your Mediation in the Reconcilement of 
Pompey and Cefar, fet at variance by the Trea- 
Chery of fome about ‘em. ‘Tis a Negotiation 
worthy your Virtue. You may aflure your felf; 
§€ you think fit to come hither, Ce/ar will noc 
only be entirely rul’d by your Advice, but will 
likewife think himfelf extremely oblig’d to 
you, 
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you. I withthat Pompey would but ‘follow his 
Example, whofe Compliance with any Terms, 
I rather defire, than hope. But! fhall begin to 
quit my Defpair of Succefs, and no longer 
doubt of your Authority with him, when he 
once can come to a Refolution; and confults 
no longer his Jealoufies and Fears. Your confent 
to Contul Lentulus’s ftaying here, hasbeen very 
agreeable to Cafar, and a particular Obligation 
to me, who love him» equal to. Czar. And if 
he had, but as he us’d'to do, confulted me, and 
not made me a perfect Stranger to his Refolves, 
It had been lefs unhappy, than nowt ams I 
would not have you to believe any Man is more 
fenfibly rouch’d than my felf, to fee the Conful 
do ev'ry thing, but what a Conful fhould. -Yet 
;fhe would butefollow your Advice, and rake 
my Word, Cefar would {pend the reft of his 
Confulfhip in Rome, when I fhould begin’ to 
hope, that through your Authority the Coun- 
{els of the Senate, and his Mediation, Pompey and 
Cafar might once more be reconcil’d, which 
could I but fee done, I fhould k think haveliv'd 
long enough. © What Ce/ar did at Corfimium, 


‘know is highly with my Approbation, for ¢er- 


tainly in thefe Conjunétures the beft way Isto 
put an End tothe Conteft, without Blood. fhed. 
Tam extremely facisty’d at your joyful Recepti- 
on of yours, and my Balbus, and 1 dare aflure 
you, what he has told you of Cafar, or what 
his own Letters import, hewillabfolutely make 
Good. And whatever his Fortune may be, yet 
what he has written to you. deferves Applaute. 
Farewel. 
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Via 


the ANTIENTS. 4or 


LETTER CLXXV: 


Balbus. zo Cicero; perfwading him to Rand 
Neuter, being oblig’d both to Pompey and 
Ozfar. | 


F TER: Oppins and Uhad writ to you, I re- 

ceiv’d a Letter from Czfer, a Copy. of 
which “I have fent you, ‘whereby you will find 
how earneftly he defires a Reconciliation with 
Pompey, and how far he is from all mannér of 
Cruelty, at which I am, as I ought to be, ex- 
tremely fatisfy’d. 1am intirely of your Opini- 
on, my Citero, as to your Self, your Honour; 
and your Piety, and that your Reputation and 
Juftice, would very much fuffer in your taking 
up Arms again Czfar, from whom you own 
you have teceiv’d fo confiderable Services. That 
Czfar will approve your Conduct, his Humani- 
ty may affure you, and think himfelf abundant- 
ly fatisfy’d, you fhare not with himin the War 
againft his Adverfary, as long as you join not 
them again him: As anArgument, Ke will be. 
fatisfy’'d with this in you, who are a Man of 
that Reputation and Intereft, he has at this time 
faffer’d me to be abfent from the Army that 
goes againit Pompey and Lentulus, in confidera- 
rion I have particular Obligations to them, aflu- 
ring me he would be contented with my flaying 
here, doing Bufinefs for him in the City; and 
had fure Liberty co do the fame for them. 
By this means I manage all the Affairs of Lemiulus 
at Rome at this Juncture, and perform that Truf, 


which Piety and Duty require. And tho’ our 
Da hopes 
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hopes. of a Reconciliation .are now. again plaid 


afide, yet can I not defpair of it becaufe 1 know 
Czfar’s Sentiments in that particular, are what 
we could all with and defire. If L might advife, 
you fhould write to him, to defire his Protecti- 
on, as you did that of Pompey, .with, my Appro- 
bation in the Time of Clodius, 1. dare.engage, 
if I have any knowledge of Czfar, he will be 
more ready toconfule your Dignity, than his 
own Advantage. I know nothow what 1 write 
may be taken, but this I am fure.of, that it flows 
from the higheft Veneration and Love, _ for,(fo 
ler me die, while Ce/far is fafe and well). asI 
love you above moft of my Acquaintance. I de- 
fire I may hear from you, as foon.as you, are 
come to a Refolution in this particular, for 1 am 
in pain you fhould behave your felf with, that 
Equality to both, as both, deferve from. you, 
which yet | cannot doubt from your Prudence, 
and your fuftice. ‘Take care of your, Health. 
Farewel. 
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LETT ER GEXXVE 


Cicero Imperator, to Caius Julius Cefar 
Emperors requelting be may be fo itirely 
Neuter, that be may be capable of berg a 


Mediator ef Peace betwixt him aud Pom- 


PFTLLE Letters Furnias brought me from you 
&  furpriz’d me, not with your defire of my 

in Town, 2nd that-you would make ufe 

of 
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of Authority, Dignity and Counfel ; but! con- 
fefs I was tofeek in what you meant by Favour 
and Affiftance. Bur Hope led ime to an agree. 
able Imagination, that you fcllowing the Di- 
étates of your wonderful and fingular Wifdom, 
had fome thought of negotiating a Peace, and 
the Concord and Union of the City, whereupon 
I confefs I thought my felfno improper Perfon 
for a Negotiation of thar Nature; and if you 
have in reality any thoughts of reconciling Pom- 
peyto you, and the Commonwealth, you could 
chufe no Body fo proper as my felf, who have 
always perfuaded him, and the Senate, as foon 
as 1 could, againft a War, nor fince they have 
taken up Arms, have I had any Hand in their 
Military Expeditions. I declar’d my Opinion 
thar the War was an Invafion of you, againft 
whofe Honours, beftow’d by the People of Rime, 
your Enemies, and thofe that envy’d you, flrove,; 
But as I was then the fupport of your Dignity, 
and brought many over to your Affiftance at that 
Juncture, foat thistime the Dignity of Pompey 
moves me extremely,for now many Years. are paft 
fince I chofe you two out from the other Romans, 
as the julteft Objects of my Efleem, and with 
whom I would enter into {fo intimate a Friend- 
fhip, as I now enjoy with both of you. This 
gives me the aflurance to importune you with all 
the earneftnefs Tecan, that you would amidf your 
great Cares, take this into Confideration, and 
fuffer me-to be, and fhow my felf, by your Fa- 
vour, 2 Pious, aGood, and a Grateful Man, for 
the many Obligations[ have to you. This, if it 
réach’d none burt my felt, I fhould not defpair of 
obtaining of you, but if lam not deceiv’d it ex- 
sends ro your Faith and Honour, and to the Come 
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monwealth, that I be permitted to be in a Station 
capable of being the Author of Peace to both of 
ye, and of Concordto my Country. The Thanks 
I return’d you for the Protettion of Lestulus, as 
if my own fafety’ had been your Care, I hope 
will convince you of my Gratitude; but I beg 
you not to force me, ata time when! am ftudy- 
ing to be grateful to you, to be ungrateful to Pom- 
pey- Farewel. 


LETTER CLXXVIL- 


Steficrates, the famous Egyptian Statuary, to 
Alexander the Great; concerning his Intens 
ions to cut him out of the Mountain Athos, 
and make him hold a City in one Hand, and 
pour out a River with the other. 


THTS certain that either the mighty dlexan- 

_ der has no occafion for a Statue to perpe- 
tuate his Memory, or that Steficrates is alone €a- 
pable of doing him that Juftice by erecting one: 
W hat, fhall he be confin’d within an Ell of Canvas, 
or the compafs of a little Brafs, Whom the whole 
Univerfe could not contain? He wept for more 
Worlds ro Conquer, and fliall Apelles or Lyfippus 
pretend to circumfcribe him 2. What muft that 
dlexander whom my Eyes have feen almoft equal- 
ly glorious with the Sun in his Aferidian, be ob- 
lig’d tothe Labours ofa vile Weaver, or Founder 
for preferving his Fame ? Can he be reprefented 
on Cloth, or, by Brafs, whofe fingle Look were 
fuficient to ftrike Terror into, or» give Confola- 
tion toan hundted Kingdoms? Pardon me thou 
ereatelt 
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greateft.of Men! If I prefume to limit. thy Do- 
minions to a fer Number, fince none can now be 
any ways faid to rule in this Habitable Earth 
except ‘fove, and thy felf. Tothink to eternize 
Alexander, by painting him is Ridiculous. If 
he were like other Mortals, which I dare not 
affirm, this A@tion of Apelles would rather trant- 
mit his Frailry, than Glory to Pofterity. What 
can lefs refemble slexander than want of a 
Divine Power 2 If this Painter had thought to 
have reprefented thee by fuch weak Materials to 
take away the force of the Thunderbolt he had 
loaded thy Hand with, he were excufable in that 
he might be fuppos’d to have been thereby a 
Well-wither tothe World, but ashe thinks by fo 
mean a Performance to come up to the Grandeur 
of the Original he is miftaken, _vilely befotred, 
and can deferve to be thought nothing for it 
but a Fool, or a Madman. Shall Alexander, the 
Darling of Mankind, not be able to outlaft an 
Age? Shall he that was Born for the good of hu- 
mane Race part with his Majefty in lefs than a 
hundred Years? Are Conquerors and Thunder- 
ers wont to be fubjeét to the Injuries of Infects ? 
Impoffible : So great a Hero mutt needs out-live 
{o fall a{pace of Time, and become a Neigh- 
bour to Immortality. What an Ignorant like- 
wife muft Ly/ippus be to think to form thee out of 
Brafs, when even the proud Artaxerxes thought 
fit toenvy thy Modefty ? Brafs is too rigid a 
Mettal for chy benign Temper, which never al- 
rers but where thou contend’ft for Glory with 
thine Enemies. A Statuary might have prefumd 
to have copy’d Darius, but to attempt Alexander 
was down-right Madnels. ‘Thy Soul will not 
faffer thy Body tq be confin’d within the narrow 
| Dd3 = Limits 
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‘Limits of Out-lines. He mutt be quality’ to 


effect the greateft of Impoflibiliriés chat can Cir- 
cumicribe thy Majefty.. Since therefore no o- 
ther is able to repréfeni thee, this great Work 
muft needs have been referv’d for me, and I will 
undertake ic. From the'greatnefs of my Thought 
thou may’it be fatisfy’d of the Efteem 1 have for 
thee, The vaft Mountain Athos, ftretching alone 
the Confines of Thrace, hides his Head among the 
Clouds, and extends his Feet even to the S€a- 
fhoar. This huge Maf$ of Earth I take to be on- 
ly fic to receive thy linpreilion, for fince thy 
Actions have been ali along fo great, “twere but 


juft thy Portrairvre fhould bear an equal Propor- 


tion. This is that Mount Athos which Xerxes, 
being greedy of Glory, feparated from the Con- 
tinent, and niade Ships to ride in its Bofom. No 


leis wonders will 1 perform, for whilel trace our 


thy diftant Symmetry, I wiil put'a City inro’ thy 
Right-hand, and a River into thy Left ; the form- 
er ta repreient thy exceflive Magnanimity, and 
the latter to denote thy prodigious Liberality. 
This is that Alexander 1 defign to Copy; this is 
that Herol intend to Carve. *Twould be an 
Tnjury co fo great a Prince to be form’d out of 
any thing lefs than a Mountain, and even fuch 
a one as Guards a thoufand Kingdoms. Alexan- 
der would difdain an Axtift, that fhould have a 
meaner thought of him. Every | Apeles of Ly- 
fippus can make a Miniature of kim, ‘but’ “tis re- 
derv'd only for Steferate: to fhew him in his true 
Greatnefs. Who will not immediately diftin- 
Suith Alexander by this Emblem of Bounty and 
Power, which I have given him. — Evén when 
thou com’ft ro die, moft Glorious of Monarchs ! 
This Image fhall preferve thee alive, for tho’ thy 
| Animal 
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Animal Soul. be gone, thy. Vegetative fhall itil 
remain, and as long asthe World laits thou here 
fhalt Flourifh.. Every Spring fhall rencw thy 
Glory, and every Summer revive thy Immorta- 
lity. He that can conceive alarger Idea of thee, 
muff have recourfe to infinite Space to exercife 
his Thought in. He that can erect a nobler Sta- 
tue muft require a more extenfive Skie 10 receive 
sts Altitude. He that would reprefent a Perfon 
more a Prince, muft invent fomerhing of great- 
er Benefit than a-River, or of more Magnificence 
than a well-built City. My 4lexander thall have 
Tartary for his Bajis, the Sea for his Looking- 
Glafs, the Earth for his Throne, and Heaven 
for his Canopy. His ruin will be only owing 
to the Diffolution of ali Things, if peradventure 
he be not able by his fingle Force to refift che fu- 
reme Decree, and preferve his own Being after 
all others are deftrov'd. The Giants when chey 
formerly attempted to Affault the Gods, had not 
a way better prepar'd forthem than J have con+ 
triv’'d for my Hero, yet cannot! apprehend the 
divine Thunder for what I have done, unlefs I 
could be made to think chat thofe Deities would 
ever fo far debafe themfelves as to envy humane 
Virpue, Thus I have defign’d a Statue for thee, 
© alexander, which | hope will equal thy Gran- 
deur. 'TheSkie, the Sea, the Harth fhall all con- 
tribute to applaud my Invention. The Heavens 
fhall eternally Crown thy Head with Stars, the 
Sea fhall wafhthy Feet, and the Earth proftrate 
all her Productions before thee. What. King 
will not incline to Kneel as foon as he feces my 
Monarch fo highly exalted 2, What Wretch, wall 
dare to defpife him when. he fhall perceive 4- 
yenging Thunder to hang over his. Head?) Uf 
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Steficrates had been in being when that antieng 


- Hero Hercales fet. up his Pillars, he had taught 


him a much nobler Way of diftinguifhing. hig 
Grandeur. Ste/icrates would have all the World 
ro know by this his vaft Defign, that ‘Stove and 
Alexander are Rivals, for if.on Earth no Place 
remains for the latter to Conquer, where fhould 
his next Thoughts be but againft the Former ? 


LETTER CLXXVUL 


Yamblicus zo Portiliacus; acguainting him 
bow be employs his Time. 


“1OR my part, Portiliacus, 1 am none of thofe 
1%) that pretend to procure themfelves quiet by 
Sloth, Induftry is my Delight, whence I can 
fill derive the greateft Content. I look upoh 
my iclfnot to have liv’d that Day wherein Ihave 
neither feen nor done fome new Thing. That 
Night feems loft to me which has not furnith'd 
me with-fome new Dream to exercife my Fancy. 
When neither Day. nor Night afford me any o- 
ther Marter for AG@tion, I make my Bed, duft 
my Books, brufh my Cloaths, or Walk, eyer con- 
templating on fome divine or humane, publick 
or private Object. Do you do the fame, Por- 
tiliacus, if you havea Mind to have me either for 
your Friend, or Well-wifher.. Farewel. 


LETTER 
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LETTER CLXxIX. 


The fame to Anaximander, a Poet; advifing 
him to be merry as became that Charatter. 


 Mouft either ceafe to love you, Anaximander, 
or you muft lay afide that fadnefs of Mind 
which I obferve afflicts you: - What an unbe- 
coming thing is itfor a Poet to have Difcontent 
fit on his Brow.. The various Conditions of 
Men are difting@ifhable by their various Coun- IN 
tenances. The Soldier affumes a bold Martial ~ 
Air; the Judge afevere ; the Lawyer a fly ‘cun- 
ning Look; the Phyfician an humble fawning 
Grin; the Courticr a fupple defigning Leer ; 
the Tradefman an Hypocritical lying Phyz; 
when the Poet is never tohaveany thing in his 
Face but Mirth, as having his Thoughts always 
running upon fome pleafant Fancy. If you 
therefore Anaximander have a Mind to be one of 
this Character, rid your felf, as quickly as may be, 
of your Melancholly, for till you have fo done, 
you muft not expect that Apollo,and the Mufes will 
have any thing to do with you. Laugh and 
Farewel. 


LETTER GLXXX. 


The Cynique Philofopher Diogenes, to his 
Friend Megafthenes ; informing him after 
what manner he was initiated of that Sec 
by Socrates. 

YO ME to Athess, my Friend, where you 


fhall fee that Socrates who firft taught tpe 
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Wifdom. As foon. as. his Fame reach dime, I 


went frotn Sinope to hear him, and found hin 
reaching that there were but two Ways that led 
fo Virtue and Happinels, the one long, the,o- 
ther fhort. Upon asking him to fhew them me, 
he rofe from his Seat, and together with his other 
Scholars carried me to the City, and afterwards 
to the Caftle. There he pointed to two ficep 
Ways, the one narrow, fhort and. cragey, the 
other long, broad, and of eafie Afcent. Both 
thefe, {aid he, go to the Caftle x of the fame kind 
are thofe that lead to Virtue an  Happine(s, but. he 
shat goesthe nearer Way always arrives foonet, the. 
it be with the greatet Pain. Chufe therefore, quoth 
he to me, Which will you have. 1 knowing my 
{elf naturally able to undergo Hardthips, made 
choice of the fteep and craggy Road, being even 
then fenfible, that he that aims at true Happinefs 
mutt grudge no Labour to obtain it. Socrates ha- 
ving approv'd what I had done, bid me pull off 
my Cloaths, and receive the + Pallium, which 
i did: Then he put a Wallet upon my 
Shonider, with a heavy Earthen Platter, ard 
a great Wooden Cup init. _ After which he 
equipp’d me with an Oil Cruife, and a Curri- 
comb, and laftly gave me a Staff in my Hand. 
Thus habited I began to ask him a reafon for all 
he had beftow’d on me. Why bave you given me 
the Pallium, quoth1? That you might attend me 
both Winter and Summer, reply’dhe, But why fo 
thick lin’ d, purfu’d I. Becaufe, faidhe, You fhould 
neither be fenfible of Cold, nor want Heat. But; 
proceeded I, What means this Wallet on way Back. 
Fhat is civen you, quoth he, To the end you may 
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beg where-ever you come. | But what means this Cup 
and Platter ? demanded Tf farther, What but to 
feed and drench you, reply’d he. And this curri- 
comb and Oil Cruife, shat Ufe are they for? Theone 
to fupple your Limbs when you are weary, and the 
other to rid your Hair of the Filth you will contract by 
going bareheaded. Laftly he told me, he gave me 
the Staff for a Caution, What Caution, reply’dl? 
What, anfwer’d he? But that which the Gods ufe 
againft Poets. Thusdéar Mega/thenes have 1 gi- 
ven you a fall Account of my Admiflion among 
the Philofophers, and of the Habit, I receiv’d on 
that Occafion, Farewel. , 


LETTER. CLXXXL 


The fame to the Grecians, being a fevere 
Satyr upon them. 


HE Dog to thofe thar call themfelves Gre 

cians, Clie a Howl and tho’ he had kepr 
his Mouth fhut, yet would they have neverthelefs 
difcovered themfelves to have been Apes in their 
Hearts, and Men only in their Countenances. 
You Greeks diflemble all, and know nothing. 
You make Laws for your felves, yet are always 
at variance with your Neighbours, ever envying 
thofe that do ill, rather than imitating fuch. as 
do well. If you fee a Man better Cloathed, 
Richer, or more Learned, you prefently have 
him in Abhorrence. In a word, you donothing 
you ought todo, and on the contrary are ever 
employ’d in what vou fhould aveid. Neither 
you nor your Anceftors have ever fpared good 
Men, or punifh’d bad. Wherefore not only I, 
but 
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but Natureabhors you. Before you Marry you 


are Hypocrites, and afterwards Tyrants. You 
are equally cruelto Enemies and Friends. Some 
you punifh for {mall Crimes, and let others 
efeape for greater. . You Hang, Burn, Poifon 
and Torture, yet all without Reafon. Whether 
is it the fame Thing, O Madmen ! to Kill, and 
to Torment 2? Is not the Rack a double Death, 
and why fhould that be apply’d for a fingle 
Crime? Likewife from the Dead we can ex- 
pect no Benefit ; but if we pardon, the very 
wort of the Living may at one time or other be 
Serviceable to us. You Grecsans inftruct the 
Unlearned in Mufick to divert you, and take no 
notice of the Learned, who would be of much 
greater Ufe to you. Is it becaufe you abound in 
Knowing Men that you fo defpife them? If fo, 
Iffue gue an Edict to banifh them, that you may 
the more freely proceed in your Wickednefs. 
In folemn Feftivals you both Gourmandize, get 
Drunk, and grow Mad in the Forum, and publick 
Schools. ‘Then itis you rail at the Dog, as you 
call him, -bur he takes little or no notice of ye. 
You would kill him, but he is below your reach. 
f have' known a poor Man ftarve a Diltemper, 
which in the rich would have endanger’d Life, 
by being continually nourifh’d. Whilft ye lye 
upon your Beds of Down, your Minds grow 
harden’d. If ye were wife, ye would practife 
the "Temperance of Socrates, and rather hang 
your felves than chufe to die of a Luxurious Dif- 
eafe. But fis moftimpoflible you fhould alter 
your ill Courfe of Life. Your Obftinacy will 
not let you be free from it, tho” it were orher- 
wife in your Power to make your {elves fo. Ye 
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will ftill continue your debauch’d Banquets, and | 
when in the height of your Cups, ye grow 
Feverith, ye fend for thofe Butchers, ye call 
Phyficians, who tho’ their Method be to Burn, | 
Cur, Fley, Poifon, or otherwife Torment ; yet le 
ye matter not as long as ye get well, when if | 
ye had been careful of your Health, ye need not 
have any occafion for their Help. For my part 
I am apt to imitate Antifbenes, who would en- 
deavour to convert thofe that defir'd it, but as for hy 
all fuch as defpis'd Reafon, Truth and Wifdom, HAS 
he had the like contempt for them. This my z 
Epiftle is addrefs’d to Greeks, but it might as 
well have beento Barbarians, your Extravagan- 
ces being far greater than'they. would ever have 
been guilty of, for whereas they have always 
been provident and content with what they en- 
joy’d, ye continually exceed in Profufenefs and 
Ambition. , Fatewel. 


LETTER CLXXXI. 


The fame to Alexander the Great, reproaching 
his Ambitious Proceedings. 


Wy Have already written to Dionifius, to Perdié- 

cas, and even to you Alexander, who fince 
you wage War continually with all Mankind, 
think you have obtain’d.. Univerfal Dominion. 
However give me leave-to tell you your Pro- 
ceedings can deferve no better Title than that of 
meer Madnefs.. Confider what. ycu do, and 
fince your Brain is fo diftemper’d, commir your 
felf to the Care of fome Skilful Phyfician that may 
reftore your Senfes, and deliver you from chat 
Cons 
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Contagion, which you havecontratted by your 
Obftinacy. You have all along hitherto contens 
dedto doill; neither if you were now difposd 
dol think it in your Power to do otherwife, 
fince you have fo long been vitiated by a bad 
Habit. Moreover remember that Sovereignty 
and Power, are not the fame Thing, neither can 
they warrant your converfing with bad Men, to 
employ them in worfe-A@tions. This the very- 
eft Brutes will not do, neither does the Wolf 
or Tyger come near you in this particular: They 
only fatisfie their own private Appetites, where- 
as you hire wicked People, and place them in 
Power, that they may have the greater Authority 
todo ill, wherein, neverthelefs you are far more 
blameablethan they. Repent at laft ofthefe heavy 
Crimes, for what can all this Pomp and Great- 
nefs fignifie to you, fince they are acquir d by fo 
many ill Actions ? What benefit can all thefe vi- 
olent Proceedings bring you? Do nof while you 
continue in this Courfe believe your felf betrer 
than all Men, but rather imagine you are worfe. 
Do you think that what you bufie your feif 
about, can occafion you any quiet? Ought not 
you toapprchend rather the greateft of Dangers, 
and the moft uncertain Succefs? Ifancy you 
could not draw worfe Calamities upon your 
Head, than thefe Enterprizes will caufe you. 
Neverthelefs you ftill perfift in your Underta- 
kings, and fancy you are engag’d in a good 
Caufe. You look upon‘your felf to be an honeft 
Man, and undergo chearfully the utmoft Perils 
to gratifie the Dictates of your Ambition. You 
don’t fee what Snares are laid for you. You 
don’t confider what a Rifque you run.” Likewife 
you are not fenfible what Maladies may attack 
you 
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you during yourlong Expeditions. Shields are of 
~ no defence againft. a Fever, neither is Courage 
againft a Confumption. A Soldier may fooner 
die, than a private Man. . Do you think the 
Misfortunes. of Men proceed more from any 
thing than Ignorance of the Caufe of them. 
Truly Great Alexander, you feem to’me one of 
this Number. - Forfake therefore this vitious 
Courfe of Life, if you would have any thing 
Succeed. that..you attempt, or be well fpoken 
of that you have tranfaéted. I would fend one RK 
of the Athenian Judges to enable you in effeting kK 
this Reformation, but they are all fuch exceflive 
lil-doers, that 1can by no means truft them with 
your Converfion, I would with you Health, bur 
till you have left off rambling, fuch good Will 
would be vain. Be advisd and flourifh. Fare- 
wel. 


LETTER CLXXXII. 


Sofigenes to Pythodorus, xpbraiding him 
with {peaking ill of every Body. 


AY’ST thou always be fpoken ill of Py- 
thodorus, fince thou never {peak’ft well of 

any Body. Tell me, I befeech thee, moft con- 
temptible of Men! What Goddo’ft thou take thy 
{elf to be defcended from, fince thou thinkeft fo 
contemptibly of all thy Fellow Creatures ¢ Do'ft 
thou believe Fupiter begot thee, or Afars, or 
Neptune, or Pluto? Sure thou haft fome mon- 
ftrous Imagination in thy Head, or thou would’ tt 
not fancy, thou excel’ ft all others in Beauty, 
Birth, 


aa | 416 LETTERS of 
aa 3 Birth, Wit, Valour and Virtue. Why fhould'f 
eae shou not care to fuffer any Man to be commen- 
Boe ded befide thy felf? Art thou the only Perfor of 

et worth now Living? Is no Body fit to be com- 
ard with thee think’ thou r Cannot the 
wwhole World furnith atiother like thee ? Tiuly I 
believe not, thou art fo exceéding Singular. 
What other Man would run on in an eternal 
Ding ib his own Praife, and not at the fame time 
have the leaft regard to his Merit? What other 
Man would not be fenfible of his Weaknefs in 
preténding to furpafs all Mankind ? Ceafe, Fool, 
ceafe thusto vaunt thy good Qualities. Let others 
find out thy Perfections if thou haft any, for 
they will always be efteem’d the beft Judges of 
them. Perhaps, becaufe thou had'ft obfert'd 
thar no Body offer’d co Ptaife thee, thou 
thoughr ft it allowable to do. that Office for thy 
felf. But herein chou err’ ft more Miferably than 
ever, for tho’ none can be foundto fpeak well of 
a Man, yet miuft not he undertake to do it for 
himfelf, left he thereby incur a Univerfal. Odiam, 
and become the Laughing-ftock ofall that know 
him. Ina word, forbear to {peak ill of others; 
if thou would’ft have any Body to {peak well of 
thee. Be Wife, and Farewel. 
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LETTER CLXXXIV. 


The fame to Cephifophon ; beimg merry with 
him, upon his inviting him to walk with him. 
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Y OU arealmott every Day, Cephifophom, invi-~ 
ting me to take the Air with you, under 


pretence of alleviating our Cares by mutual send 
verte. 
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verfe: How can you pretend to propofe Free- . 
dom of Speech, when we are every Minue 
interrupted by Friends of yours that meet us. 
Either refolve for the future, to pive thofe many — i 
Impertinents a fhorter Audience, or confent to f 
allow me a Stool, for it would be impoffible for | 
me to ftand to hear all thofe inexhautftible Fellows 
will certainly find to fay to you; whenever 
therefore you are any more difpos'd to have 
me out with you, inftead of asking me to walk, 
you muft change the Phrafe, and defire me to go 
and take a fitting with you, that being the more 
proper Expreflion in this Cafe. You may be af- 
fur’d, as long as you fuffer thefe Infects ro buz 
about you, no Body will care to keep you Com- 
pany on any other Condition. Confider of this 
Counfel, and Farewel. 
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LETTER CLXXXV. 


The fame to the fame ; advifing bim to Marry 
_a Widow, or an Old Maid. 


I Would not have you, Cephifopbon, look up- 
on that which I writ the other Day two Pole- 
mon concerning his Marriage, to fuit any ways 
with yours, for whereas I allow’d him a young 
Buxom Virgin, I recommend to you either a 
ftaid Widow, oranold Maid, as agreeing belt 
with your Years: Threefcore and odd would 
look but very awkardly in the Arms of a Girl 
of fifteen ; befides, I would not have you to flat- 
ter your felf that your Ability is any thing like 


what ic was while you were young, for tho 
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in your fancy you may. pleafe well, enough, iyet 


in. effet you muft needs come fhort of a requi- 


fire Performance. Women have firft regard: to 
the Vigour, and afterwards to the Comelinefs of 
Husbands. If they happen to Marry either to 
Age or Deformity, you muft know, ‘tis not the 
Men, -but their Money they have in view. Whilft 
{1 am thus preaching to you about conformity of 
Years, I would not have you take my meaning 
co be that they fhould be altogether equal. 
They may differ at leaft ten Years on the Mans 
fide, and there will be no difproportion in the 
Match. Such a difference would only occafion 
them to go off the Stage Hand in Hand; as they 
came on. Do you, Cepbifopbon, confider all 
this: Examine your Force, and the-time it is 
likely to laft beforeyou engage. You'll find your 
felf elfe baffled in your Attacks, and not able to 
carry them on for want of Ammunition. Befides, 
if you fet down before fuch a Fortrefs as you 
propofe, your Adverfaries Sally will be more 
dangerous than your Storms, and while the has 
a Port always open to receive Recruits, you'll 
be likely to die in your Trenches, before you 
can bring hertoa Capitulation. Yake my Ad: : 
vice, or repent of your Negleét. Farewel. 
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LETTER CLXXXVL 


ichicles to Callias ; approving his Recefs into 
the Country. 


W Greatly commend you, Callias, for that ha 
A. ving altogether hitherto been bred at Court, 
vou can at length prevail on your felf to retire 

into 
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into the Country! 1 alfo approve of your choiCe 
of a Habitation there; neither fo fplendidasio be 
coveted, nor fo poor as to be defpis’d. By this 
Recefs, you will be freed from all Diftraétions 
and Fears. No Mid-night Alarms are like to di- 
fturb your Repofe, in {uch Tranquility: All 
there is Peace and Plenty. No King or Tyrant 
will be able to find you out to moleft-you, in fo 
remote a Solitude ; fo long as you pay your An- 
nual Acknowledgment to the State, you will 
have no reafon to ftand in awe of any Body: 
What a happy. Thing then is it to be out of the 
teach of Difquiet ? Envy her felf can never pene- 
trate your diftant Manfion ; you may there Sleep 
fecure fromall Harms. The Rutal Innocence is 
not capable of doing Injuries. Juftice reigns there 
equal with Malice, and Hatred at Court: Yow 
will alfo add to your Happinefs,by your moderate 
Defires. Great Pofleflionsinvite Thieves, where- 
as your {mall Stock will rather be overlook’d 
than attempted. Your Land ferves to keep your 
Houfe, and thas’s all you feek after, Firle Furni< 
ture you defpife, what's Neceflary you have 
only regard to: Coftly Ornaments only delight 
the Eye, whereas Ufe beft pleafes the Mind. Pers 
fevere therefore in the way you have begun, and 
you fhall never want the Character of a Prudent 
Man. Farewel: | 
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LETTER. CLXXXVIL 


Phadon to Theagenides ; /hewing® bow far a 
Man may value bimfelf on bis Birth. 
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Bae if Would fain know, Theagenides, whence you 
a fi derive all this Quality you make fucha buftle 
about, and fill every Bodies Ears with the Rela- 

tion of. Is it frorn the firt Man that you pretend 

fo much to a long Series of Progenitors?” We all 

may be faid to have defcended from him, and 

how you fhould be able to deduce your Pedi- 

gree in a right Line; beyond any other, I can’t 

imagine. I know your Allegations to be falfe, 

andthusI provethem fo. Your Grand-Father 

was the Son of no Man, for no Body would 

) own him, and your Father begot by the Lord 

) knows who, for every Body fufpetted his Pa- 

| rents. How you came into the World I need 
| not tell you, your Mother having often confefs'd 
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that at thetime fhe fellin Labour with you un- 
der a Hedge, fhe knew not whofe Door to lay 
you at, till thro’ hers, and your good Fortune, 
a rich Citizen of e£gina coming by, and feeing 
the Woman in that deplorable Condition, had 
the Compatfion to have ye both broughe to his 
Houfe, where he took care of her, and being 
Childlefs, bred you for his own. Now whatever 
Quality this good Man could pretend to, I'would 
willingly be fatisfy’d what Title you have to ‘ir. 
Thus tis plain, your Gentility, is not Heredita- 
ry. Astoother means of making a Gentleman, 
you have as little pretence to them,” as to the 
foregoing. Riches ‘us true you fave, and’as 
the 
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the World now goes, thofe you may think fufh- 
cient to ennoble you, bur let merell you, Zhea- 
genides, Wealth without Wildom and Virtue is 
of no worth; the greateft Glory proceeds from 
 theferwo, and even a noble Birth without them 
- fignifies nothing. Tho’ your Anceftors were the 
 beftof Men in all Refpeéts, yet if you do not 
imitate them in what is good, it will avail you 
little to have defcended from them. If you do 
not come up to their Excellencies, you degene- 
rate from them, and ought not to have the bene- 
fit of your Alliance with them.  Ceafe rhere- 
fore, ceafe ro boaft of your Parents, for if they 
were really Noble, as I have provd it uncer- 
tain what they were, you could have no Ad- 
vantage by it unlefs you had fucceeded them as 
well in their good Actions, as their Eftate, 
Farewel, 


LETTER CLXXXVII. 


The Cynick: Philofopher, Diogenes to the 
People of Synope ; ridiculing them for ba- 
nifhing him, 


OU have banith’d me,my Countrymen, and 

L onthe contrary defire you may be con- 
fn’d home for while you inhabit Sinope, 1 live at 
Athens. You {pend your time with none but 
mercenary Traders, while | converfe daily with 
Philofophers. You dealin nothing but vile Mer- 
chandize, while } continually read both Men 
and Books. Pity menor then, but rather envy 
mein that being remoy'd from you, 1 lead a 
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much happier Life than when I was with’ you. 
I chen wallow'd in all kinds of Sloth and Luxu- 
ry ; I now am oblig’d to labour for my. Living ; 
Y then liv’d at large, but now am confin’d to 
Rules.’ What then hinders me commiferating 
your poor Condition, Men of “Sinope, in that 
having fo great Wealth, you want Knowledge, 
and in wanting that, want every thing. Your 
banifhing me, I look upon as a Favour, and 
Value your Threats fo little, that I had rather 
be accus’d, than applaudedby you. In a word, 
I would chufe to be a Vagaoond. all over the 
Earth, before I would confent co live a Wealthy, 
but unknown Citizen of Sinope. Farewel. 


LETTER CLXKXIX. 


The fame to Zeno; afirming bimfelf not be- 
holdey to his Parents for begetting him. 


| Am not therefore oblig’d to my Parents, 
Friend Zeno, becaufe they begot me, by rea- 
fon all humane Things proceed from Nature, 
and not from the Qualities of them. _Confufion 
of the Elements is the caufe of Generation, for 
which reafon I have no Acknowledgments to 
make tothofe that had neither Will nor Intenti- 
on to bring me into the World. Venus ever pre- 
fides over this Act, wherefore prefenr Pleafure 
always takes place of furure Benefit. ‘Thofe that 
begot me had no Thoughts of doing fo, there- 
fore how am I oblig’d to them for my Being 2 
Thefe are my Sentiments, of Generation, which 
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how: far they: may. agree with yours I cannot 
tell; however; fure lam that Man being Barn 
 asheis, in a manner by Chance, ought not to 
value himfelf fo much as he does, but be hum- 
ble and modeft in his Behaviour in this Life, 
confidering he might as well have not been, as 
been. . Farewel. |G 


Lab Pen RivCXG 


- The fame to. Megafthenes; acquainting him 
how he banter'd and converted a Victor én 


bis return from the Olympick Games. 
FTER the Games at Olympia were over, I 
determin’d to go thither, when by the way 
meeting one Cicermus, a * Pancratian Wreltler, 
who had obtain’d a Viéfors Crown, and was then 
upon his return homeward, accompany’d by a 
great Number of his Friends, I taking him by 
the Hand accofted, and thus {aid to him, Friend 
day afide all this Pride, and go modefily home to thine 
Houfe, let the occafion of thy fo great Rejoicing be 
svat it will. But, proceeded], what can be the 
Caufe of all this Ovation >? ‘How confi thou to be 
thus puff'd up 2 What is the meaning of this Crows 
on thy Head, this Palm-Branch in thy Hand, or of 
all this Hair-brain' d Mobs following thee? To which 
he reply’d, Thefe are all Tokens of my fucce(s at the 
Olympick Games, where I have conquer A every 
Body, How, quoth J, what did ff thou Congucr 
fove, and his Brothers ¢ Not fo neither, anfwer d 
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his Crown and Palm-Branch, and vow'd never 
rocontend at the Olympick Games more. _ Fare- 
wel, 9 
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LETTER. CXC. 


Hipparchus to Ariftides; Zronically commen- 
ding his Behaviour upon the Death of his 
Father. 


| Should have long before «his condol’d with 
thee; Ariftides, upon the lofs of thy Father, 
had L. not thought his Inheritance gave thee more 
Joy, than his Death caus'd thee Grief. How- 
ever, I’m fatisfy'd, thou know’ft how to behave 
thy felf upon all Occafions whatever. Thou 
know’ft what 2 wife Man ought to do, both in 
good and adverfe Fortune. . Tears would not be- 
come a glad-Countenance, nor Mirth a fad one. 
Thou therefore: carry’ it between both, and 
fhow'f one that’ is indifferent... Thou haft nei- 
ther liv’d among the Epicureans, who. would 
have no Grief appear on their Brows, nor. with 
the Fonick fet, who preach’d up nothing elfe ; 
fo much: Sorrow fatisfies thee, as ferves to di- 
ftinguifh thee from a Beaft. Tears belong to 
Women, Words to Boys, but Thought only to 
Man ; how far thou’ art inwardly concern'd, I 
leave all Mankind to judge: Thou bearft thy 
Misfortune like.a Man of Senfe, and doef not go 
about to exceed the bounds of Grief. It is the 
part of a Brute to be altogether Negligent upon 
thefe Occafions,. but of a.Man to bear with Pa- 
tience all that proceeds from the Gods. Your 
Farher was a good Man, and confequently may 
be fuppos’dto be remov'd toa better Place. Why 
then fhould you lament at his Happinefs? You 
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426 LETTERS of 
do wifely. Ariftides, neitherto be immoderate in 
your Joy nor your Grief. Do all that, becomes 
you, and make it your Endeavour to. refrain 
from all that would expofe you. . Confider, and 
Farewel. : 


LETTER CXC. 


The fame to Lyfitheus ; blaming him for hin: 
dering bis Daughter from Marrying, that fle 
might keep his Hloufe. 


OU have a very) beautiful Daughter at 
home with you, Lyftheas, nam'd Thanip- 

pes whom you keep unmarry’d, © and..gall the 
Staff of your Age. I would willinglyp@ut of 
meer Complaifance, approve your Proceeding 
in this particular, but cannot for my Heart think 
that fo delicate a Creature was defign’d rather 
to rub-a bald Pate, than ‘bear Children toa 
young vigorous Husband. Women like Plants 
of Trees or Herbs, never thrive fo well, as when 
they are tranfplanted from their Native Soil, for 
then ’tis they produce always the largeft Fruit, 
and bear the {weeteft Flowers; I mean after 
they have been well graffed orinoculated. Thus 
you may perceive Ly/itheus, how great an. Enc- 
my you are to your Daughter, while you keep 
her mew’d up at home, . preferring her making 
you Caudles, to her making you a Grand-Father : 
Forbear at length this auftere Ufage, and fince 
fhe was Born for the Delight of i aabint let 
fome 
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fome body have the Benefit of her Birth. I 
don’t ask this for my felf, becaufe like you Iam 
paft the Pleafures of the fair Sex. My requeft is 
Only on hers, and your account, thar fhe may 
enjay the ufe of her Liberty, and you not re- 
pent of her Confinement. Farewel, 


LETTER Cxcil. 


Hegefias ta Sofigenes; accufing himfelf of 
too great Modefty. ee 


Would willingly, Sofigenes, get rid of this 
J curfed Nature of mine that Blufhes even at 
the beft Things, and makes me thought a ftrange 
Kind of Monfter, by thofe that don’t know me 
thoroughly. If I.meet a Man I don’r like, I 
can’t flatter him, neither can I promife him any 
thing, I never intend to perform. I can’t take 
him by the Hand, and call him Friend, when I 
never faw him before. I can’t run into a vain 
Harangue on my -own Praife, and produce Pa- 
pers to juftifie my Affertion, yet thefe are all 
done by thofe that have a mind to thrive in the 
World ; thefe are the Arts thatflourifh. I have 
never yet learnt to palliate my Sentiments with a 
Lie,nor to feem pleas’d when [have heard my felf 
prais'd. Upon anothers commending my Judg- 
ment, Ormy Wirt, I have ftood as if 1 bad been 
Thunderftruck, andtho’ my Writings have gain’d 
every other bodies Applaufe, yet have they had 
nothing but my Contempt. I never read my Per- 
ra rormances 
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formances to any body, nor care Lito hear them 
rehears’d by every body, as fome do.) If they 
have convine’d the World, I am an honeft Man, 
and no Fool, 1 have my end... A Repetition) of 
what I have written difgufts.me,: and feems to 
reproach me with an Inclination to favour the 
hearing it. Thus you fee Sofigenes, Lam no ways 
qualify’d co profper by my Undertakings, and 
therefore muft either get the Afcendant over my 
Modetty, or be contented with the bare Reward 
of Virtue, which is Poverty, anda good Con- 
{cience. Farewel. ‘ 


LETTER CXCIV. 


The fame to FAcliodorus ; approving his choice 
of a Woman, to pleafe bis Fancy. 


Yai have done wifely, Heliodorus, in te- 
fufing to Marry that rich, but.old Gentle- 
wotnan, who was lately offer’d you. Had you 
confentedto have had her, you would have {oon 
found you had wedded Wealth inftead. of 2 
Wife, and brought home a domeftick Strife, in 
lieu of a conjugal Satisfaction. A Man that enter- 
tains thoughts of Marriage ought to pitch Upon 
4 Woman he can propofea lafting. Comfort in, 
and not have regard meerly.to her ‘Portion. 
What greater Plague can there be, than to have 
a Wife lord. it over one, becaufe fhe has brought 
a great Fortune ?. If Money is not, to, be had 
without fach a Companion, let it-never be -had 
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for me. Riches are to be defir’d no further than 
| they are fubfervient to our Happinefs. So foon 
| as they ceafe to Contribute: to our well-being in 
| this Life, they begin to be a Torment to, us, and 
are not lefs ‘to be avoided than a Peft that {weeps 
away all our Contentment. You therefore, He- 
liedorus, have a€ted a prudent Part, in preferring 
a good Woman to Gold. I would advife you 
yet further to chufe one young, ‘ of equal Years 
_ ‘with you, and of alefler Fortune: So fhall you 
never have reafon to fear, fhe will upbraid you, 
-. but rather always acknowledge her felf oblig’d 
- to you. Let her be Beautiful, that fhe may dif- 
arm your-Anger; Modeft, that fhe may deferve 
every Bodies good Word; and Chaft, that the 
| may occafion you no Difquiet... Thus Marriage 
will render you Happy, and f{weeten all your 
Misfortunes. Farewel. 


LETTER. CxXCV. 


Eutidemus #o Lyfanias; advifing him not to 
exceed in Love. 


© U have begun to Love, Lyfanias, and 
ru reSarecheati) to defpife all {uch as are pait it, 
for Innamorato’s, as you are now become, feldom 
care for any but thofe that are equally infected 
with themfelves. I do not fo much - blame 
your Paflion, fince you are Young, and of an 
_ Age proper for it; I only require you to pt 
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heed, you do nor ruin your felf by it. “The 


Poets have not unfitly compar’d Love to Fire, as 
agreeing with that Element, both in Nature and 
Force. If you come neat Fire while you are 
cold, it gently warms and delights you, | but if 
you are fo Mad as to throw your felf into it; 
you will foon find it will not only burn, but 
confume you. The fame happens in Love, fot 
as long as you are contented with the moderate 
Ufe of it, you will have your Mind enliven’d; 
and Body refrefh'd; but fo foon as you deliver 
your felf up a Prey to Luft and Luxury, Sloth 
will feize you, Defilements pollute you, and 
Frenzy diftra&t you. Virtue will then be an ut- 
ter Stranger to you, and Vice alone be predomi- 
nant in. your Affections. You will then be eafte 
to be corrupted, and hard tobe reclaim’d ; 
whereas on the contrary, if you do not excee 
in this Pasion, you will prolong your Life by it, 
and make all your Days eafie:. Be advis'd, and 
Farewel. 
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The fame to Aceftorides ; rideculing bis floths 
ful Courfe of Life. 


Would have you, Aceftorides, gO to Epidait= 
ras, where I hear there is a King that re- 
wards Lazinefs, and encourages his Subjects in 
Sloth. They fay he has infticuted anew Sort of 


Order; whofe Members are to. fpend all their 
| Lives 
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Lives upon Feather-Beds, whence they are call’d, 
The King’s Sluggards. When they are to under- 
goa Trial foran Election, they muft prove they 
have flept perpetually, or at leaft never come 
| Out ofthe Sheets... Their Tongues muft appear 
| to have been alwaysclos'd, and their Eyes to 
_ have been as conftantly fixr. Neither their 
Hands muft ever have offer'd to help them up, 
nor their Limbs feem’d difpos'd, at any time, to 
have turn’d about; they muft ftill have lain in the 
{ame Pofture,and ever been fed with the moft de- 
licate of Viands : They muft never have had any 
the leaft Defire of rifing or quitting their Poft, a6 
long as they have liv’d. Thefe Qualificatioa® in- 
_ titled them to that Fraternity,’ and he thar ex- 
- ceeded in Indolence, was to be the Great Ma= 
- fter. To this Order, I muft needs recommend 
| you, Acefforides, fince you have hitherto fo un- 
actively pafs’d away your Time. No doubt you 
will quickly obtain a confiderableFellowfhip there; 
| andfoon fleep your felf into your Princes Fa‘ 
| vour. I leave youto your Merit in this parti. 
cular, and bid you Farewel. 
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LETTER CxXCVIL 


Diogenes to Metrocles, én defence of his 
living by Beging. 


AW goes E not your felf, Aetrecles, fo much 
upon your Condition and Quality, nor think 
fo meanly of mine, for asking a neceflary Alms 
where I want it. Do not Princes beg Aids of 
their Subjects to carry on the Common Caufe? 
Do not Phyficians difpenfe Health to thofe that 
have fic requefted it of them? Ina word, do 
not poor languifhing Lovers obtain confolatory 
Kifles from their Miftrefles, by meer Importunity 
and Entreaty ? Why then fhould of all Mankind, 
be excluded that Liberty which every Body elfe 
enjoys? What I beg for, “tis certain I come ho- 
nefter by than many do by their great Poffefii- 
ons, and if I have a Juft Title to what! get, 
what has any one to do with my manner of get- 
ting it. Reproach me not therefore, Metrocles, 
for the future, with my Profeflion, but. imitate 
the Gods, and all good Men, who delight in di- 
ftributing their Favours to the Neceffitous and 
Virtuous. Farewel. 
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LETTER CXCVII. 


The fame to Ariftippus; comcerning Alexan- 
der’s defire to fee him. 


OU fend me word that lexander, King of 

Macedon, has a great Defire to fee me. You 
did well to give him that Title, for whatever the 
Macedonians may be, you know J am fubject to 
no Body: If that Prince has a mind to be ac~ 
quainted with me, and my manner of Life, let 
him come hither, for I fhall always think Athens 
as far diftant from A4acedon, as Macedon is from 
Athens.  Farewel. 


LETTER CXCIX. 


The fame- to Pheenomachus ; relating bis In- 
terview with that Moxarch: 


HILST I was fitting in my Tub, ftitch- 

ing and gluing of Books, Alexander, the 

Son of Pdilip, came and ftood between me and 
the Sun. As foon as I perceiv’d my felf hinder’d 
from Working, for wantof Light, I caft up my 
Eyes, and both faw, and knew the Caufe of 
it. He ftretching forth his Right-hand, call’d 
me by my Name, and ask’d me,if I knew 
him. I told him 1 did, cai that he was 
¥ : an 
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an invincible Youth, whofe Power was equal to 
that of the Gods; However (quothI to him) you 
do ill to cecafion this. Ecclipfe: What Ecclipfe, an- 
iwer'd he. What, (reply’d 1) but the interpofing 
of your. dark Body between me, and the Sun. You 
jefe Diogenes, faidhe. How do I ef, quoth J, 
when lam as much interrupted in my Bufinefs by 
your Prefence, as if Apollo had really left our Hemi- 
{paere. Now fince you ave able to do me no good, 
(purfu'd 1) you would doowell to leawe me. How 
(anfwer’dhe) is Alexander able to do you no good ? 
Not in the leaf, qaoth I, I have nothing to lofe, 
and therefore ‘twere fruitle{s for bis Phalanx to move 
this sway. But (continu’d he) you are poor, and 
in that refpect I may Jerve you. How am I poor, 
yeply’'d 1? How, argud he, but in being a Beggar, 
and wanting every thing. Want of Money, Alexan- 
der, proceeded 1, is no Poverty, neither is it a Sin 
to beg, but rather to engros all, and thirft after eve~ 
ry thing as you do. A little will fuffice me; this Tub, 
that Fountain, thefe Herbs and Roots, and even thofe 
Skins that cover me, which no Body will contend 
with me for, whilf neither Earth nor Sea being able 
to fatishe you, your next Expedition muft be againft 
Heaven, which, how heinous an offence that is to 
attempt, Homer has deferib'd to you at large. Ha- 
ving, back’d this with feveral other Reafons, the 
mighty Monarch blufh’d, and turning to fome 
of his Companions, told them, That had be uot 
been Alexander, hecould have wifh'd to have been 
Diogenes. Afterwards ufing many Arguments 
to get me along with him, and finding them to 
no purpofe, he almoft lcft me, before I were 
willing he fhould. Farewel. 
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| The fame to Monemus ; zeling him fome plea- 
fant Adventures of his at Athens. 


| MY HILST you continue in Olympia, €x- 
peéting every Day the Games fhould be 
celebrated, I am come to Athens, where I pafs 
my time in another manner. Walking the o- 
ther Day about the Forum, with my Cup in my 
Hand, after my ufual Cuftom, and viewing 
both the Sellers and Talkers of all Sorts, I at 
length happen’d to light upon a Philofopher, 
who was difcourfing concerning the Quality and 
| ‘Efficacy of the Sun. Coming up to him, and 
crowding in among his Auditors, I ask’d him, 
Pray Sir, How long is it fince you dropt from Hea- 
ven? The poor Orator not a little furpriz’d at 
my Queftion, anfwer'd not a Word, which his 
Audience obferving, and thinking I had con- 
founded his Arguments, departed ; leaving him 
ro contemplate the reft upon the Ground, and 
me to purfue my Frolick. Quitting this Num- 
skul, I accofted another, a Poet, who fitting 
crown’d with Lawrel in the mid’ft of a Throng, 
and pretending not a little to Divination, I de- 
manded of him, Whether be were @ good, or 4 bad 
Prophet. Perceiving me to hold up my Stick, he 
an{wer'd, He was a good One. - Guefs then, quoth 
1, Whether I intend to ftrike thee or not. I believe 
you dare not, veply’dhe. Taking that for an Ar- 
gument of his Ignorance, I ftruck him. The 
titiod Mob 
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Mob immediately made a great Clamour, where- 
upon turning tothem, 1 ask’d what they mearlt 
by all chat Noife. 4% it, quoth I, becaufe I have 
beaten a falfe Prophet? Hereupon the People be- 
ing convine’d of their Error, forfook him, and 
foliow’d me. I began to difeoufe to them upon 
Several Subjeéts, all which they relith’d fo well, 
that fome offer’d me Gold and Silver ; Others 
Things of equal Value, and moft of them invited 
me to Supper. Keeping neverthelefs to my Pro~ 
feflion of Poverty, I refus’d all but afew Nee 
céeflaries. Supper ’tis true, T accepted, but that 
only from one, a rich Young Citizen: When 
I came into his Dining-room, I found it nicely 
adorn’d in every Part: Even the Pavement fhone 
with Riches, andthe Walls and Cicling likewife 
reflected theirs upon it. After I had been there. 
for fome time, having occafion to {pit, I look’d 
round about me, and finding no place more 
proper, 1 {pit upon my Hoft. ~ He immediately 
demanding the reafon of my Proceeding, I rold 
him, he ought to blame. himfelf nor.me, for 
fince I faw no Place befides unadorn’d in his whole 
Honufe, I thought he was the fitceft to beftow 
that Excrement upon, To which he reply’d, 
Yu fhall hereafter bave no {uch occafion to pind fault 

with me, and therefore next Day felling alj 

he had, he became one of our Fraternity. This 

is what has happen’d to me, fince I left you at 

Olympia. Farewel. 


LETTER 


rey WS ea pen Wang Ae as a: Shae 4 1K Winn Af, Mh PAL Peery | bn 


és the ANTIENTS. 437 
LETTER CCL 


Democlides zo Cteficles, againf? Sodomy. 


) OU ask me, Ctefcles, who. are thofe I 
| moft Hate, and beft Love. I may anfwer 
| you without a blufh, that I hate thofe that love 
Boys, and love thofe that hate them ; the for- 
mer, becaufe they forget they are Beafts and 
| the latter, becaufe they remember they are Men, 
| The Eternal Decrees of the Almighty Gods are sa 
by Sodomy feuftraced, and confounded for what Sy 
they by the Laws of Nature intended for the NN 
Propagation of Mankind, the Practifers of this 
Brutality violate and profane. Judge then how 
_ heinous a Crime this muft needs be, when to 
gratifie an unaccountable Luft, the Springs of 
Providence are ftopp’d, andthe Courfe of Gene- 
ration interrupted. How ought the World. to 
abominate thefe vile Men, who are continually 
Confpiring againft its Duration: But no more 
- onthis Subjeét, which is equally horrid and abo- 
minable.. I doubt not Crefcles, but you agree 
with mein thefe Sentiments, and have a juft Ab- 
horrence of fuch unnatural Doings. Farewel. 
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Lyfimachides zo Charonidas ; commending 
: | his Contrzvance. 


| HETHER I thould moft commend or 
admire you, Charonidas, 1 am at a lofs 
LO 
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to determine, fince you fo prudently fly thar 
common Peft of Mankind, Luft, chat neither 
Nature nor Guftom are able to prevail upon you 
to prattife it... I count you truly ble in that 
you can refift the Wiles and Allurements of Wo- 
men, and equally defpife their Follies and Plea- 
fures. They are a fort of Animals, neceflary 
indeed to Generation, and for that end defign’d, 
yet the enjoyment ofthem is always accompany’d 
with fo much Repentance and Diffatisfaétion, 
that it were better tolet them alone. What canbe 
more Vile, brutal or fhort liv'd, than the Joys we 
propofe in their Embraces? What more Infeéti- 
ous ? What more Peftilent ? Yer many of us wrap 
up our chiefeft Happinefs inthem, and propofe 
them for our Summum Bonum in this Life. You 
therefore, Charonidas, that have fo timely fore- 
feen thefe Evils, and fo feafonably taken care to 
avoid them, are not alittle to be prais’d ; efpe- 
cially, if you perfeverein your Refoluticns, which 
will render your future Days both Many and 
Happy. Farewel. | 


LETTER CCU. 


Hegefias zo Praxibulus ; concerning fome 
Advantages that flow from Drinking. 


/™~F Feafts and Merry-makingsat leifure Hours 

\ fF to recreate and unbend our Minds, when 
fatigu'd, either with Study or Bufinefs, I highly 
approve ; when thofe that are wholly dedicated to 
Sloth and Luxury, I at the fametime no lefs con- 
demn, The former ferve to divert and bay: 
| ci rae ) he 
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the Mind, whereas the latter do but weaken and 
enervate it. I would not be thought to imply 
by this, that what Nature has freely beftow'd 
upon us, fhould not be with the fame freedom 
enjoy’d, yet muft it withal be confider’d, that 
what fhe has difpens’d with fo much reafon, 
ought alfo to be reafonably made ufe of. Wine 
if we drink it moderately, exhilerates our Souls, 
ftrengthens our Bodies, clears our Judgments, 
quickens our. Conceptions, and refines our Wits : 
But, on the contrary, if we take never fo little 
too much of it, it turns us toBrutes and Madmen. 
Thus we fee both good and evil proceed from the 
fame Caufe, which we need not however won- 
der at, if we reflect, that Tears often flow from 
both Joy and Grief. Farewel. 


LETT ER’ CCIV. 


The fame to three Brothers, that liv'd three 
different Lives. 


- 


With Generofity to Parfilocus, Temperance 

to Orocleus, and Mirth and Comfort to Phifo- 
menus, you being three Brothers, that as I’m in- 
form’d, are of three diderent Tempers, and lead 
three different’ Lives. 1 cannot but wonder, 
Gentlemen, that being fo near akin, and {prung 
from the fame Bowels, you fhould fuffer your 
{elves to be thus divided. One of ye, I under- 
ftand, gives himfelf wholly up to Covetouinels, 
fpending his Life altogether in the queft of Ri. 
ches; another dedicates his Dafysintirely to In- 
temperance 
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temperance and Luxury. The third defpifing the 
Proceedings of both, comfumes his Years meerly 
in Sadnefs and Obfcurity. Herein you feem 
toimitate the three Sons of Satur#, whereof Fa- 
piter chofe Heaven, Neptune the Sea, and Pluto 
Fell. Now which deferves the beft Charaéter 
of you three, I am at a lofsto determine. Sad- 
nefs may lead to Felitity by a Reflection on 
humane Miferies, and confequently make a good 
Man. Intemperance may bring one to a State 
of Moderation, by confidering the Advantages 
of its Oppofite. But as for Covetoufnefs, he 
that has once given himfelf up to that Vice, 
muft never expect ic will ever quit him, "till he 
is Wrapt in his Winding-fheet : Nay {Carce then 
neither, for he that is truly Covetous will not 
only grudge himfelf the charge of a decent Fu- 
neral, bur almoft of a Grave. Farewel. 
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